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PREFACE 

SiNK^E this w^rk was written certain matters of great 
importance lave occurred which should he briefly 
^recorded in their bearing on the statements made in 
this wodr. 

. The decisions of the Privy Council on June 6 in the 
cases of the British Coal Corjioration v. The King and 
Moore v. Attorney-General for the Irish Free State accord- 
the^idest interpretation to the legislativ^uthbrity 
given by the Statute of Westminster, 1931, to the 
Dominions. The former case establishes the right of the 
Canadian Parliament to abolish the appeal by special 
leave from Canadian Courts' in criminal cases, on the 
ground that Section 2 of the statute authorises the 
Parliament to override the statutory power given to 
the Crown by the Judicial Committee Act, 1844, to 
admit appeals at discretion; that Section 3 enables the 
Parliament to givS the abolitmn extra-territorial effect 
as regards action to be taken iti England, and that the 
Parhament can vahdly deal with any royal preroga- 
tive connected with matters within its sphere of 
authority. The latter case is evenTnofe important. It 
estabhshes the validity of the abolition of the appeal 
from the Supreme Court of the Irish Pre5 State, and 
,on the widest grounds. It would have been open to the 
Court to rule that the power to abohsh was consistent 
the Treaty of 192|^ because the’^reaty gave the 
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State thte posimon of fanada, and Canada liad now the 
power to abolish, and that*the treaty regained, it 
was declared in%922 by the Cijnstituent Asseinbly to 
be, |rhe supreme law of the Free State, a view asserted 
as recdhljj.y as December 1934 by the Supreme Co^t 
of the Free State. But the Privy CbunciL following /he 
rules of English law, ruled that the solellegal basis of 
the constitution was the British Act of 1922 approving 
it, and that since Ihe Statute of Westminster that Act 
could be varied at will by the Free State, and the re- 
strictions on constitutional change imposed could be 
'repealed by a simple Act of the Irish Parliament. The 
Privy Ccfljncirthus, so far as it can, emancipateVthe 
Free State Parliament from all legal fetters, a view 
which naturally must render it very difidcult for the 
Supreme Court to insist on its interpretation of Decem- 
ber last, t!^ugh it is true that the Supreme Court is 
not bound by Privy Council decisions since the date 
of the abohtion of the appeal. 

The Privy Council decision is open to criticism in its 
assertion that the statute has empowered the Free 
State to abrogate the Treaty of 1921. I^J’aturally this is 
terminologically inaccufate; the abrogation hke the 
making of treaties is a matter of executive, not legisla- 
tive, power. What is meant is that the Free State c^n, 
in its view, legally lemove any provision of the treaty 
from the statute-book of the State in which it was 
inserted bjT the constitution. Thus the State could 
repeal the authority of Article 7 of the treaty undei; 
which British forcel* are lawfully in occupation of Irish 
territory. But,*df course, that y quite irrelevant to TB®' 
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binding force inter-Imperially, ik as the Free State 
hokjs internationally, of tbe treaty, which continiues 
to exist, unless and until it is abroga|jld by^the assent 
of the two Governments, parties to it, or it is formally 
ref|udiated by the Free State on the score thalTit was 
procured by |orce majeure or that relations have so 
changed sinhe its conclusion that it has ceased to 
possess validity. But neither of these contentions 
would lae legally convincing. 

The judgments lend force to the view that the legis- 
lation of the Union of South Africa in 1934 , conferring 
on the Governor-General power to exercise the exiternal ' 
preWgatives of the Crown, including that o^eclSTring 
neutrality, may be valid in strict law. They lend also a 
certain measure of support to General Hertzog’s claim 
that it establishes the right of secession by unilateral 
declaration. In his pohcy speech on March 12 , 1935 , he 
stressed the absolute refusal of himself and his fellow 
AfrikaBHis-speaking citizens of the Union to co-operate 
with their Enghsh-speaking co-citiz:ens on the basis of 
a freedom derived from “an integral and iudivisible 
part of the BritisB Empire”; JThis negation of perma- 
nency of the British connection renders it diffictdt to 
arrange for the transfer of Basutoland, the Bechuana- 
lan4 Protectorate, and Swaziland to Union control, 
especially as the power of disaBowance of Union 
legislation has been abolished, and the safeguards 
inserted in the schedule to the South Africa Act, 1909 , 
under which transfer was rendered possible, could not 
be made efiective in the manner then contemplated. 
In*lhe meantime transfer is delayed, i^*the hope that 
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co-operation Deiweeif tne acunmstramons of the Union 
and the territories may lead to ultimate acceptanqp by 
the native^ of t^e desirability of transfer. In sucli an 
event it might be possible to safeguard their posi- 
tion bj^^n agreement between the British and Unjfon 
Governments and the tribal chiefs*^ providing for inter- 
imperial arbitration* of difficulties. 

The unfettered character of the executive was dis-_ 
played by the conclusion of the accord with Germany 
on naval hmitation without consulting prior to agree- 
ment Parliament, though that accord violates clauses 
of the Treaty of Versailles to which formal approval 
was''acccu;^ed*by Parliament in 1919, and by tfe* re- 
markable offer to enable Ethiopia to buy off Itahan 
attack by cession of territory in return for the transfer 
to it of a strip of land giving access to the sea. The 
episode was marked by confusion in governmental 
explanations, the Colonial Secretary having at first 
thought that British territory was involved, whereas 
the area in question is merely under British protection. 
It was also rather surprisingly indicated that it was not 
deemed necessary to obtain the ro;fal assent prior to 
offering such a transfer. The matter having been 
dropped on the refusal of Italy to consider the project, 
the issues were not finally explored. It seems, howe'\ier, 
clear (1) that Hfs Majesty must be consulted before any 
suggestion of parting with territory under his protec- 
tion is madfi to a foreign power; (2) that the transfer of 
rights of protection requires consultation with those, 
affected by the proposed transfer; and (3) that, as 
protected terrfff^y is closely to British territo5^, 
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the rule that Parliament should^be asked to &,pprove 
f&rmally any transfer should be applied, so that the 
agreement to transfer should be malle es^ressly de- 
pendent on approval by Parliament, as in the case of 
thi^ cession of the Dindings. 

The complexity and gravity of foreign relations, 
the whole validity of the League of Nations being chal- 
lenged by the attitude of Italy towards Ethiopia, has 
resulted in the formal recogniticm of Mr Eden as 
MinisterforLeagueofNations Affairs, thoughalso rank- 
ing as minister without portfolio. The charge of foreign 
affairs is thus divided with the Secretary of State, an 
inexperienced minister being appointed to ijj^at dfece, 
but unity of action is secured by the superintendence 
of the Prime Minister and the control of the Cabinet, 
which takes an increasing interest in foreign afiairs. 
Mr Eden’s appointment rendered necessary some modi- 
fication of the legislation dealing with re-election of 
ministefS which authorised persons appointed noinisters 
without portfolio to sit without re-election to the 
Commons, and at the same time authority was ob- 
tained for the pres'ence in th^ Commons of a second 
Under-Secretary for Foreign Afiairs, to aid him in his 
special task. The inclusion of two ministers without 
portfolio in the ministry of Mr Baldwin raised the 
number of the Cabinet to twenty-two, *and the fixing 
of their salaries at £3000 emphasised the lack of system 
as regards ministerial «alaries, which it is proposed to 
review. Moreover, Sir H. Samuel stressed the fact that, 
including private secretaries, the nmnher of official 
posfs in the Grovernmei!^ was about mnety, a point 
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of great importance fes emphasising the control which 
the Cabinet exercises over ‘the Commons throug^i* its 
power to i;pwar?j| the ambition of supporters wTio are 
completely; loyal. 

In dbijnection with the formation of the Cabi|Let 
Mr Lansbury fell into a common error in thinking that 
reappointment was .requisite in the casi of ministers 
who are asked to remain in their posts. In fact, of 
course, the positioa is that all mini sters are sapposed 
to place their offices at the disposal of a new Prime, 
Minister, but in law they still hold them until they 
formally surrender them in the appropriate mode, 
so ■feat, j^asted to remain in office in their old ^sts, 
they merely accept the request, without formal 
reappointment of any kind. 

A further issue has been suggested by the determina- 
tion of the Labour party in the constituency of the 
Speaker to contest his seat at the general election. The 
tradition that the Speaker should not be opposed is 
essentially bound up with the convention which 
requires from him absolute impartiahty and non- 
intervention in pohtic^l" issues, afid it is manifestly 
unfair that a member who cannot defend himself 
should be attacked. But it is true that a constituency 
loses by having as member one unable to act oq. its 
behalf in pohtical issues, and it has been suggested that 
the Speaker, "when elected, shoffid be deemed to sit for 
a special constituency, remaining a member of the 
Com m ons so long as he is elected- Speaker, while his 
former constituency is contested in the usual way on 
a vacancy ow^ring. It has^pbeen objected that'tihe 
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Speaker would thus lose touch witk his fellow-members, 
butithe suggestion seems of dubious vahdity; as matters 
.stand £e already occupies a quite specill poqjtion apart 
from all the other members. 

The passing of the Government of India Aat^ 1935, 

indubitably marks ^he opening of a new chapter iu 

Indian history. With all its limitations and grave 

^dangers for India and the United Kiingdoni, it offers to 

India the possibihty of responsible-government in tie 

.provinces in a substantial degree quite different from 

the simulacrum of the Montagu-Chelmsford scheme. 

Much more doubtful is the effort to create a federation 

base4.*on the intermingling of autocracy ■mth^e llfore 

conservative elements of British Indian pohtical life. 

The most interesting change made in the House of 

Lords was that under which the Council of State was 

made as regards British India directly elected with 

75 general seats, 6 for the scheduled castes, 6 for 

womenjH:9 for Muhammadans, and 4 for Sikhs. The 

electorate is to number about four or five tinaes that — 
« 

25,000 — ^for the present Coimcil of State, and the quali- 
fications will be,hi|h, as wiU‘|)e those for the upper 
houses in the Provinces. The demand of the Liberal 
party and others for direct election to the lower house, 
whish the Government of India had favoured, is thus 
curiously countered. The upper Chamber becomes 
decidedly more quahfied to claim equahty of rights 
with the lower, but at the expense of symmetry. More- 
over, as direct election for the lower is clearly in- 
evitable in due* course, the desirable differentiation 
betw’een the houses may, be difficult l^’estabhsh, as 
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there will be strong resistance to any departure from 
direct election once introduced. The obvious risk is 
that India*may\)e hampered in advance by the resist-, 
ance of a , completely reactionary upper chamber to 
the cdhiparative democracy of the lower house., It 
must, however, be added that, despite efforts to extend 
the franchise, it hasiteen found impossible to make any 
provision to secure that the interests of the poorer 
classes of the people shall be duly considered by the 
legislatures. 

In view of the renewed insistence in the Free State 
on the desirability of republican status it may be added 
thaS" th«K,e is considerable misunderstanding o# the 
effect of a declaration of a republic, if made uni- 
laterally, on the nationahty of Free State citizens 
resident in the United Kingdom. It is clear that their 
nationality could not be affected by anything short of 
a British Act of Parliament; which alone could declare 
them ahens or obhge them to obtain permits^fco work 
in the United Eingdom, and it is inconceiyable that 
persons who, though under Irish law citizens, desired 
to remain British subje'cts in thi United Kingdom 
would be deprived of that status by a British Parlia- 
ment. In the State itself Irish legislation has terminated 
the operation of the common and statute la'w of 
British nationahty, but that has no effect to override 
British law outside the State; where the two colhde 
British courts will clearly follow British law. It is pos- 
sible, however, that it may be found practicable ulti- 
mately to atrive at a solution under which an Irish 
Kepublic would replace thqf Free State within* the 
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Britisli Commonwealth, of Nations. So nian 7 radical 
ckajiges have taken place that legal ingenuity ought to 
_be able* to dispose of such an issue, esp5'ciall;y now that 
the Privy Council has definitely denied its right to hear 
appeals from the Free State. ■ 

It is most satisfactory to record that from July 1 
Canada has given effect to the prinoiple that the United 
JK^ingdom should be accorded most-favoured-nation 
treatment by extending to it and toilie Union of South 
^rica the benefits of the duties given to France and 
Poland under her treaties. This action is entirely in 
accord with the consistent attitude of the British 
Gov6i{hment in refusing to extend to foreign ^oxm^ies 
benefits denied to parts of the Commonwealth; but it 
is interesting to note that in the House of Lords the 
Government successfully resisted an amendment to 
impose on India the obhgation of giving to the United 
Kingdom such treatment. -The anxiety of the British 
Governaaent to further Dominion trade has been dis- 
played in the generous arrangements made to assist 
Austraha and New Zealand to maintain exports of 
meat products tp the United* Kingdom even at some 
risk of injury to British agriculture. 

Critics of the “New Despotism” deplored by the 
Lor^ Chief Justice have learned with regret that the 
Government does not propose to ^hkb any general 
action on the recommendations of the Beport on 
Ministers’ Powers, andjn fact in the current legislation 
on housing and prevention of ribbon development the 
ministry has cohferred, despite protests in the Com- 
mons, most extensive authority on de|>mtments free 
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from judicial control. Curiously enough, little’ notice 
has been taken of the most objectionable anomaly of 
all, the njle tlJht the Postmaster-General pays com-, 
pensation in respect of loss in the post of registered 
articlefl5*at his sole discretion, in complete disregard of 
the principle that no person should act as judge in his 
own cause, ^ and ignoring the natural tendency of the 
officials on whose advice he must act to disclaim the 

4 

probabihty of losses due to their fellow-employees and 
to protect post-office funds. But far the most serious, 
issue is the power given to deprive house owners of any 
substantial compensation for property on the decision 
of fecal Of central executive authorities, whose zW for 
public interests may bhnd them to the injustice of 
ignoring property rights. 

Proof of the close control of expenditure is given by 
the discussion between the Public Accounts Committee 
and the Treasury regarding the date of repayment of 
the advance from the Civil Contingencies Fun4 to pur- 
chase the Codex Sinaitims, the former holding that 
repayment should have been made in the year of the 
advance, the latter that repayment in the following 
year was proper and convenient. Apparently when 
repayment can be made in the year, it should be pro- 
vided for in an estimate introduced before its clo§,e. 

Some of the historical matter in this work is taken 
with minor changes from The Constitution, Administra- 
tion and Laws of the Empire, written at the request of 
the late Sir Charles Lucas for a series on the Empire 

^ Eecently affimed in W ingrove v. Morgan^ [1934] Ch. 423, 431. See 
also Anson, The^drown (ed. Keith), ii. 342. 
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wMcli was issued contemporaneously with, the Empire 
Exhibition of 1924. But in the main this is essentially 
a new work, so»drastic have been the*changes in the 
structure of the Empire in the last decade. In my former 
work, and in the preliminary preparation of«this, I 
owed much to my late wife, and I have now to- thank 
Messrs Macmillan & Co. for undertaking its publica- 
tion, and Messrs R. & R. Clark for the care taken in 
printing* it. For further discussion of controversial 
issues I may refer to my Letters m Imperial Rela- 
tions, Indian Reform, Constitutional and International 
Law, 1916-1935. 

A. Bbreiedalj: KCith 

The UNivEssiry oe Edinbtjboh, 

Jidy 27, 1935 

P.S . — On the rising of Parliament it was announced 
that the list of those associated with the main Com- 
mittee of Imperial Defence included the Lord President 
of the Council and the Home Secretary, a significant 
reminder of the latter’s new responsibility for prepara- 
tions to safeguard the civil population in case of air 
attack. 
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PART I 

the framework of the imperial 
CONSTITUTION 




CHAPTER I 


THE NATUEE AND SOUECES OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
LAW OF THE EMPIRE 

1. >S!he Nature of Constitutional Law and 
Constitutional Conventions 

Constitutional law, as understood in the British chapter 
Empire^ includes aU those rules which prescribe the 
distribution, or regulate the exercise, of the sojrerSlgn 
authority in the State, deline the obhgations of the 
subject towards the State, and lay down the rights 
which the State permits its subjects to assert even 
against itself. Erom. this point of view the theory of 
sovereignty is largely a matter of indifEerence; the 
sovereign power for the constitutional lawyer is com- 
posed of those varied authorities by whom rights, that 
is, the capacity of one man to control the actions of 
another with the ass^t of the State, are created, and 
the acts or forbe&ances necessafy for their mainten- 
ance enforced. Nor is the constitutional lawyer con- 
cerned with the problems of the hmits of State inter- 
ference and the theory of legislation, matters which 
properly appertain to the poHtical philosopher. But he 
is directly concerned with the constitution of the execu- 
tive government, the powers of the Crown, of ministers, 
and the Civil Service; the composition and authority of 
the legislature; the position of the judiciary; and the 
interrelation of these great branches of th§ Udministra- 
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Chapter tion of the State. All these authorities have rights 
against one another and against the general mass of the 
people, and tlfe people in their turn have rights against 
the State. His task is not primarily historical, but he 
has constant need of history to explain the actual 
developments which he attempts to describe. Moreover, 
he must trespass in some measure into the realms of 
international law,* for, though the rights of States 
among themselves are not within his sphere of interest, 
a vital element of the constitution of a Stalls depends 
on the necessity of having an organisation to deal wiHi 
other States, and the constitution must be so framed 
as to perrmt effect being given to the international 
obljgatjpns of the State. 

This definition, it will be seen, leaves no room for an 
independent treatment of administrative law, which is 
merely an aspect of constitutional law, and its funda- 
mental principles are therefore included in this work. 

Complex as constitutional law always is, its com- 
plication is greatest by far in the case of the Empire, 
which has grown rather by hazard than by conscious 
purpose, developing in the process protean shapes of 
constitutional relations. The process has been ren- 
dered possible by the British wiUingnbss to compromise 
and reluctance to insist on strictly logical results. Lord 
John Russell, in 1839, proved conclusively that re- 
sponsible government was impossible for any Colony, 
but proceeded in effect to concede aU that the Colonies 
could then desire or assimilate. The Dominions grew 
into sister nations without legal change of status, and 
the Statute of Westminster, 1931, victually gave formal 
sanction only to a fait accompli. Whefl established cate- 
gories fail tcT provide a due place for Indian progress, 
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new ideas are evolved and made in some measure Chapter 
efiective. Tlie same political skill manifested itself at 
an earlier date in tlie sphere of the constitution of 
England itself, and its inheritance in the Dominions is 
attested in the creation of institutions so disparate, yet 
each so effective in its own way, as the federations of 
Canada and the Commonwealth of Australia and the 
semi-federal constitution of the Union of South Africa. 

Less ingenuity has perhaps been shown in the realm of 
municipal and local government, a to^ic which, though 
it* falls essentially within the sphere of constitutional 
law, is yet of relatively minor importance, and hence 
will net receive treatment in this work. 

The possibihty of the development of so flexihle^nd 
ingerdous a network of relations has been in large 
measure due to the avoidance of undue legahsm. The 
Enghsh constitution, which hes at the root of all the 
constitutionahsm in the Empire, was a creature of 
gradual development, and, though under the Common- 
wealth Cromwell advocated the establishment of a rigid 
constitution, it happily escaped formal definition in any 
form of fundamental legislation which could not easily 
be altered. What was, enacted in one session of Parlia- 
ment might be repealed in the hext, or by any sub- 
sequent Parliament by a simple Act, so that no Parlia- 
ment could fetter the actions of its successor. The 
courts were thus exempted from the harassing duty of 
endeavouring to apply legal principles to the growth 
of the political organism, a process inimical to progress 
and tending to weaken the respect felt for the judiciary, 
which is inevitably in some measure thus involved in 
political conflicts.' The principle of ministerial responsi- 
bility is one which could hardly be enacted in set terms 
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Chapter witliout creating attempts to bring to bear on ministers 
tke legal weapons of injunction and mandamus, and it 
would have Been equally dangerous if any effort had 
been made at the outset of responsible government in 
the Colonies to lay down in precise terms the nature of 
the freedom conceded. The omission, which excites the 
petulant complaints of continental jurists, accustomed 
to written constifutions and precise definitions, was 
not accidental. So able a statesman as W. E. Gladstone, 
in his connection In 1845-6 with colonial affairs, would 
have been glad to see defined in precise form the sub- 
jects on which the Australian Colonies might legislate, 
unfettered^by the Imperial power of intervention, but 
wife a^profound statesmanship the unwisdom of the 
task was finally admitted. 

In the result, therefore, the constitutional law of the 
Empire falls into two diflferent categories, rvles of law, 
which are legally binding and which in many cases can 
be enforced by the law courts, and conv entjcms, _wMch 
in themselves are withou t legal force, and of which the 
law coirkjsai i take no notice. These conventions coyer 
the most important of constitutional relations and 
determine the practical meaning; of legal enactments. 
Save in the Irish Free §tete and the Union of South 
iSrica, the power of the King on advice of the Imperial 
Government to disallow any UominioirActls'iegally 
inta ctj^ constitutional custom has made it ati but 
obs olete; siinilarly the right of the Kang to withhold 
a^ent from any Imper ial Bili is unquestioned, though 
to exercis e it would be revolutionary, andthe Goverhbr- 
Gener^in ajPqn^on stan.;^ in a like position towards 
any Donunion BiU enacted^b^^^^ Parliament. Kules 
that are conventional in the United Kingdom are some- 
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times formally included in the laws on which Dominion Chapter 
constitutions rest. The annual holding of a session of 
Parlianaent rests on usage in the formerisase, on law in 
the Dominions and India. The essential financial safe- 
guard that money votes can be proposed only on the 
authority of the Government, thus excluding private 
initiative, is conventional in the United Kingdom, 
statutory in the Dominions and India. That ministers 
of Cabmet rank must be members of Parliament is 
a custoraary rule in the United Kingdom; in some 
instances in the Dominions and in India a minister 
vacates office unless he is, or becomes within a limited 
period, a member of the legislature. On the other hand, 
save in the Irish Free State, the fundamental ^riwciple 
of responsible government, that the Crown or its repre- 
sentative acts on the advice of ministers possessing the 
support of the lower house of Parhament, is regularly 
a constitutional convention, without im m ediate legal 
sanction. In the United Kingdom and the Donoinions 
alike, the relation and procedure of the two houses of 
Parliament is regulated in part by formal enactment, 
but in great measure depends on usage; no court would 
enquire into any p]?;actice such as the form of passing 
Bills in the United Kingdom.^ • 

In binding force conventions differ largely; some are 
as rigidly observed as any law, while others are mere 
matters of common practice, as when,^in the selection 
of a Dominion Cabinet in Canada, due regard is had to 
the claims of the provinces, and in special of the French 
element in Quebec, to have representation. The con- 
vention that a Prime Minister must be taken from the 
House of Commbns dates from the passing over of Lord 

1 Edinburgh and Dalkeith By. Oo. v. Waucho^e (1842), '5 01. & F., at p. 723. 
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Chapter CuTZon in 1923. Ultimately, no doubt, tbe binding force 
of a convention may depend largely on tbe degree of 
illegality in 'wiiich be wbo violates a convention finds 
bunself almost inevitably involved. To ignore French 
Canada in tbe personnel of a Dominion Cabinet might 
be pobtically unwise, but tbe Prime Minister wbo did 
so would not run any risk of illegabty. But tbe British 
Prime Minister who advised tbe Crown to refrain from 
summoning Parbament for a year would find himself 
without tbe means to enforce discipbne in tbe army, 
through tbe lapsing of tbe Army and Air Force (Annual!) 
Act, and, though much revenue would still be collected 
under tbe ^authority of permanent Acts, for, many 
nece!»;a:i;y forms of expenditure authority would be 
wholly lacking. The courts, therefore, could at once 
be invoked to bring the administration to a discredit- 
able close. Though, therefore, a convention cannot be 
directly enforced, its difference from a legal rule is not 
absolute, and, on the other hand, it must be remembered 
that there does not always exist machinery to enforce 
the observance of formal constitutional laws. Neither 
in the United Kingdom nor iu the Dominions do the 
courts claim authority to enforcewthe performance of 
pohtical acts proper; tiie remedies of injunction to pre- 
vent the doing of illegal acts and of mandamus to 
compel the performance of legal duties, valuable and 
important as they are, are not applicable to feuch 
matters as thd summoning and dismissal of the legisla- 
ture, the formation or dismissal of mioistries, and the 
exercise by the Crown or by ministers of discretionary 
authority.^ Nor is there any ground for regretting this 

^ Of. Civilian War Claimants’ Associations. B., [1932] A.C. 14; below. 

Chap, vn., s. 4r • 
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lack of judicial power; tke courts have neither the 
means nor the proper qualifications to render effective 
their intervention in the executive acts of govern- 
ment, just as true legislative functions he outside their 
capacity. 

The difference between conventions and legal rules is 
not, as has at times erroneously been suggested, parallel 
with that between unwritten and written law. Con- 
ventions indeed are often imwritten, in the sense that 

''I ^ 

they are not reduced to any formal shape, but this is no 
tiecessary part of their nature; the procedure of Parha- 
ment in dealing with Bills is formally regulated. Law is 
often, written, but some of the most valuable principles 
of constitutional law exist only in the pronouMC^ents 
of the courts, which in theory exist not to enact, but 
merely to declare the existence of, rules of law. The 
principle of British jurisprudence that the subject has 
a remedy, civil or criminal, against any tortious action 
of an official of the Crown rests on the unwritten law 
that the King can do no wrong, so that, if wrong is 
done by one of his officers, the latter cannot plead that 
he acted under the authority of the Crown. The most 
important rights of, the subject, personal liberty, free- 
dom of speech, of assembly,' aM of forming associa- 
tions, and the right to follow such rehgious observances 
as he thinks fit, which form parts of the written con- 
stitiltion of the Irish Free State, are none the less legally 
valid in the United Kingdom because ’they are pro- 
tected, not by direct enactment, but by the operation 
of rules of the common law. The formal inclusion of 
these rights in the Irish constitution marks a distinct 
breach with tradition; as lately as 1900 the Common- 
wealth of Australia constitution, and in 1 909 that of 
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Chapter the Union of South Africa, were content to leave these 
. principles implicit, while the European practice gener- 
ally has asserted the rights of the subject, but left them 
without effective means of enforcement against the 
State. It is significant that in practice the liberty of 
the subject has suffered severe infringement in the 
State imder special legislation overriding the constitu- 
tion, in special the Constitution (Amendment No. 17 ) 
Act, 1931 . 


2. The Sources of Constitutional Law 

The conv^tions of the constitution have their ^ource 
in poTTEioal usage, which in its turn is dictated by mani- 
fold considerations of convenience and expediency, and 
ultimately stands in more or less close relation with 
positive legal rules. These rules themselves are either (1) 
enacted by the legislature or by subordinate authorities 
by virtue of delegated authority, written law; or (2) they 
are parts of that vast body of legal principles known as 
the common law, which He implicit at the bottom of 
the life of the community, and are from time to time 
formally declared by the courts. Tfie term “judge-made 
law” appHed to the latter set of rules expresses a half 
truth; unquestionably in the Middle Ages the judges 
were virtually legislators, and were conscious of their 
creative role; oyen now it is impossible for judges in 
declaring the law on some abstruse topic not to per- 
form work which is closely akin to that of the legis- 
lature, but their aim is in form different, for they are 
bound by the principles on which they act not to seek 
to create anything new, but to ufifold a principle 
which is alfehdy contained in germ in more general 
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rules wMch have already received judicial acknowledg- chapter 
ment. 

It IS the- glory of English jurisprudence that the 
common law of England lies at the root of the laws of 
the greater part of the Empire, a result and reminder 
of the fact that it was to Enghsh enterprise that colonial 
expansion was mainly due. Enghsh settlers, it was 
early ruled, wherever they went, carried with them the 
principles of Enghsh law; even if they were largely 
Scottish in origin, none the less in Nova Scotia their 
’common law must be Enghsh. It was, however, obvious 
that the principles of the common law alone unmodified 
by stp.tute would be inadequate, and, in ijs application 
to the Colonies, Enghsh lawyers held thai^lBe law 
which came into being on the foundation of the Colony 
included the common law in the narrower sense of that 
term, the doctrines of equity, and the statute law as 
then existing, subject, however, to the apphcabihty of 
such laws to the condition of the new Colony. The 
definition of apphcabihty is obviously difficult to frame; 
must the law be applicable at the moment of the 
foundation of the Colony,^ or may it he judged** by its 
suitability at the ticae when the question of its applica- 
tion arises? Or, as regards a statute, is not the criterion ® 
rather whether the English Act is one based on con- 
siderations of local pohcy, such as a statute affecting 
mortmain, or an assertion of general principles? How- 
ever these questions be decided, once the Colony has 
come into being, no Enghsh Act can apply to it unless 
it appears from its terms that it is intended to be a 

1 Qmn Tick v. JHnds (1906), 2 C.L.B. 345, 356. 

» Oooper V. Stewart (1889), 14 App. Cas. 286, per Lord Watson. 

’ Att.-Oen. V. Stewart, 2 Mer. 143, 160, per Sir Grant, M.K. 
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Chapter piece of Imperial legislation for the Colony, or unless it 
is made operative by a Colonial Act, in which event the 
Imperial Act has operation merely as a local Acl, sub- 
ject to change or repeal by the local legislature. 

In some cases, however, the Crown became possessed 
by cession or conquest of territories already occupied 
by representatives of a civihsed power, and in enjoy- 
ment of a code of law. The law of England admitted the 
absolute power of the Crown, so far as was consistent 
with the terms of cession, to alter the system of law 
prevaihng, but it did not hold that the law was changed' 
by the mere fact of conquest or cession, and, where the 
Crown refrained from action, the common law remained 
that p!!Svailing before the British acquisition. Hence it 
is that old French law, the Coutume de Paris, underlies 
the law of Quebec and St. Lucia, and the French codes 
that of Mauritius and Seychelles, while Roman Dutch 
law has been recognised in Ceylon, the Cape of Good 
Hope, the Transvaal and Orange Free State, and ex- 
tended to Natal and Southern Rhodesia, and until 
lately hngered on in British Guiana. In Trinidad the 
old Spanish law may still on occasion be referred to, 
though in aU these cases modern enactments have 
largely remoulded the %rmer basis of the law. From 
the point of view of constitutional law, however, these 
divergences from the normal rule are of minor import- 
ance. Whatever.the local law may be, the fact of con- 
quest or cession introduces automatically the Enghsh 
common law regarding the pohtical rights of the Crown.^ 
The cession of Quebec, for instance, introduced, despite 
the maintenance of the existing civil law, the sovereign 
authority of the Enghsh Crown unafiected by the 

^ Cl Kuding v. Smith (1821), 2 Hagg. Con. 371, per Lord Stowell. 
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nature of the rights of the French Crown prior to Ciapter 
cession. The local common law becomes of importance 
only aS regards the minor rights of the Crown which are 
not essentially bound up with its sovereignty; thus it 
has been held that the priority in regard to payment of 
debts enjoyed by the Crown in England is not appli- 
cable in Quebec.’- On the other hand, direct suit of the 
Crown is found in Ceylon as the analogy apparently of 
the position existing before its acquisition from the 
Dutch.®* 

Great as is the importance of the common law as 
forming the foundation of many most important con- 
stitutional principles, including the royal^rerogative, 
and the authority of statute law; the mac]^a!0lty of 
legislation almost inevitably requires statutory regu- 
lation, and, though the executive authority of the 
Crown rmder the common law is large and important, 
many new powers have been conferred on the executive 
by statute to meet the new economic conditions and 
social developments, while in other cases existing 
powers have been regulated and defined. Judicial 
matters have long been the subject of express statutory 
regulation. The result of the intervention of the legis- 
lature has been •that in the Urlted Kingdom the pre- 
rogative of the Crown, that is to say, its rights at 
common law, has been entirely abolished as regards 
legislation proper; the laws of Great Britain, the Irish 
Free State, and Northern Ireland can b5 changed only 
by the authority of the legislature. Under many A-cts 
the King in Council is authorised to make legal rules 

^ Exchange Banh of Canada v. i2. (1886), 11 App. Gas. 157. 

® TMs IB micertain; it may have developed spontaii^tisly: .He#i^eM?agre 
Siman Appu v. Queen'^s Advocate (1884), 9 App. Cas. 571- 
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Chapter wMcli liave the force of a statute, but this power is 
statutory and does not rest on the prerogative. In 
judicial matters the power of the Crown to esfahlish 
courts is strictly hmited by statute. In the executive 
sphere alone are there stiU large tracts in which the 
prerogative remains unfettered. The sovereign rights 
of declaring war and making peace, ^ of appointing 
diplomatic agents and accrediting them to foreign 
courts, of receiving such representatives of foreign 
powers, of creating peers and conferring titles of 
honour, remain almost wholly matters of the preroga- 
tive, and the rule that these powers shall normally he 
exercised on. the advice of ministers responsiljje to 
ParhaSlaat is a convention of the constitution only. 
The power of the Crown to summon and dissolve Parlia- 
ment is another case of a fundamental prerogative 
right, which, however, is limited by the prescription 
that Parhament cannot endxrre for more than five years. 
In military, air, and naval matters the common law 
rights of the Crown and the duties of the subjects have 
largely been remoulded by legislation. A peculiarly 
delicate problem is presented by cases in which, with- 
out express limitation of the prerogative, legislation 
has dealt with a subjlct"matter formerly left to the 
prerogative. The older rule, not formally renounced by 
the courts, held that nothing but express words would 
hmit the prerogative, which, therefore, could still be 
relied on if the statute were inadequate; but the ten- 
dency of recent jurisprudence is shown by the decision 
of the House of Lords® that, where legislation is passed 

^ Objection 1ms been taken to the use of prerogative to describe these 
powers, bnt nsage^nstifies it; Keith, Bespomihle Qmemmmt I 93. 

* AU,‘Gen, v. De Keyset's Moyal Eotd^ [1920] A,0* 508. 
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providing for tlie taking of property for public ptirposes Chaptei 
on payment of compensation, it must be held, even _il_ 
in the case of taking possession of hotel premises for 
governmental occupation in war, to supersede any 
prerogative right which formerly existed to take such 
property without obligation to pay for it. This decision 
is an interesting reminder of the triumph of democratic 
ideas since the days when the Crown lawyers under 
Charles I. maintained that the prerogative was some- 
thing so*holy and essential that it could not be over- 
ridden by any Act of Parliament. 

In the rest of the Empire, with the slight limitation 
which, has been noted in the case of territories where 
the English conunon law is not in force, the prer^^tive 
of the Crown is the same as in England, and is equally 
subject to hmitation and modification by local legis- 
lation, in so far as it concerns local authority. But the 
prerogative also embraces certain rights which are ob- 
solete in England, or inapphcable; thus in any settled 
territory the Crown has the right to create a constitu- 
tion with a legislature on the English model with an 
elective lower house; once created, such a legislature 
alone can enact law^for that territory. In a conquered 
or ceded territofy the Crown ffas absolute power to 
create any form of constitution it hkes, but once it 
creates a constitution with a representative legislature,^ 
that is, one in which there is a house one? half at least of 
whose members are elected, the power ho change the 
constitution is lost, unless indeed it is expressly re- 
served to the Crown by the instrument creating the 
representative constitution.® The form of this preroga- 

^ Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865, s. 

® Campbell v. E(dl (1774), 1 Cowp. 204. 
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Chapter tive legislation is varied, Letters Patent under the 
_il. Great Seal, Orders of the Bang in Council, or Charters 
of Justice, bu-ff in essence they all come to thb same 
thing; they represent the formal expression of the will 
of the sovereign expressed with the approval of his 
Privy Council, the action being taken on the advice of 
the responsible minister, now the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. 

In addition to this prerogative legislation, there is 
the paramount legislative authority of the *Imperial 
Parhament, on which rest the constitutions of the 
Dominions, with the exception of Newfoundland,^ of 
India, and ^pany of the Crown Colonies, while the con- 
stitu^5afeof the United Kingdom largely depends on 
this legislation. In the Irish Free State the constitution 
claims to rest on the will of the people of Ireland, but 
it was also sanctioned by Imperial Act. Of equal valid- 
ity with Acts are Orders in Council and regulations 
made by ministers or other authorities under the ex- 
press sanction of Acts. The practice has increased 
steadily of late to enunciate leading priuciples only in 
Acts, and to leave details to be prescribed by Order in 
Council, or by regulations, which %re as efiective as the 
Act itself if they do ncTt exceed the authority conferred 
upon the authority concerned. The validity of an Im- 
perial Act cannot be questioned in any court, but the 
vahdity of an Prder in Council or regulation may be 
called in question on the ground that it is wfem mres. 

In the Empire overseas the same distinction between 
Acts and Orders in Council, or regulations made under 
Acts exists, but the Acts of legislatures other than that 

^ An Imperial Act, tiie Newfoundland Act, 1933, lias suspended for 
the moment the constitution; Keith, Joum, Gomp, Leg, xvi. 25-39* 
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of the Imperial Parliament are liable to be questioned 

on the ^ound that on one ground ox another they are 

'iMra vires, and therefore are unconstitutional, for in 
the existing state of the Empire the Imperial Parlia- 
ment alone possesses full sovereign power and absolute 
latitude of legislation^ But since the status of the Union 
Act, 1934, of the Union of South Mfica that legislature 
claims undisputed authority to legislate for the Union. 

^ Thus in 1^935 the power of Canada under the Statute of Westminster, 

1931, ss. 2 and 3, to abolish in criminal causes appeal to the Privy 
Ceuncil was questioned in British Coal Corporation v. The King, 51 
T.L.R. Similarly as regards the abolition of all appeals from the Irish 
Free State: Moore v. AU.-Gen. See Preface. 



CHAPTER II 


THE CONSTITUTIONAL STEUCTUBE OF THE BMPIEE 

1. The Component Parts of the Empire 

Cliapter The term Britisli Empire has only recently received 
a formal legal definition and then only for certain 
specific purposes. It has long been familiar as a desig- 
nation of sdl those territories -which are subject to the 
exe^^^e authority of the British Crown; the sense in 
which the term is used in the Treaty of Peace -with 
Germany of 1919 and the subsequent Treaties of 
Peace. In recent legislation it has been necessary to 
define the term in carrying out the doctrine of Im- 
perial preference; thus in the Import Duties Act, 1932, 
the British Empire is defined to mean “His Majesty’s 
dominions outside the United Eingdom, including all 
parts of India, territories under His Majesty’s pro- 
tection, territories in respect oDwhich a mandate of 
the League of Nations is'being exercised by the Govern- 
ment of a Dominion within the meaning of the Statute 
of Westminster, 1931, and any territory in respect of 
which a mandate of the League of Nations is being 
exercised by the Government of the United King- 
dom”. To complete the meaning of the British Empire 
in general, there must, of course, be added the United 
Kingdom itself. The definition would not include 
Egypt, for jthe protectorate over ^hat country was 
terminated in 1922. 
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The expression British Commonwealth of Nations is Ciiapter 

of recent^origin in a technical sense. It appears in the 1 

Tr^aty of 1921 with the Irish Free State as synonymons 
with British Empire, and when ofidcially used in later 
documents, the terms are normally apphcable to the 
same territories. But the expressions have dijSerences 
in aspect; when British Commonwealth of Nations is 
employed, the tendency is to emphasise not the xmity 
suggested hy the term British Empire, but the fact 
that the Empire consists of a number of units which 
are declared by the Imperial Conference of 1926 to be 
autonomous communities within the British Empire, 
equal in* status, in no way subordinate one tt another 
in any aspect of their domestic or external alfairs, 
though united by a common allegiance to the Crown 
and freely associated as members of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations. Units thus recognised as 
autonomous and equal in 1926 were: the United King- 
dom with its dependencies; the Dominion of Canada; 
the Commonwealth of Austraha with its dependencies; 
the Dominion of New Zealand with its dependencies; 
the Union of South Africa; the Irish Free State; and 
Newfoundland; but tinder the Newfoundland Act, 

1933, Newfoundland has, for* the time being, sur- 
rendered her autonomy and taken the position of a 
dependency of the United Kingdom. 

India, on the other hand, has been assured that the 
ultimate goal of British pohcy is her attaining of 
donoinion status, a fact foreshadowed in 1919, when 
there was accorded to India membership of the League 
of Nations on the same footing as the Dominions. 

The Empire Commonwealth, therefor|!,^ can be 
divided as follows: 
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Chapter I. — (a) The United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northei^a Ireland, including England, pf which 
Wales is an integral part in law, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 

Northern Ireland possesses, for legal purposes, 
a Parhament and a Government responsible to it. 
(b) The Dependencies of the United Kingdom. 

1. Within the British Islands: 

Isle of ]\|an; Jersey and Guernsey, (including 
Alderney and Sark). 

These islands possess legislatures which are not 
wholly subject to control by the Imperial Govern- 
ment, but the executive government is under 
ISaperial control. 

2. Outside the British Islands: 

(а) Southern Rhodesia, a Colony possessing a 
responsible government in nearly all internal 
matters, subject to certain restrictions in the 
interest of the native population, but in external 
matters controlled by the Imperial Government. 

(б) Malta, a Colony which in matters strictly 
internal enjoys responsible government, but, in 
aU questions of Imperial interest, is under Im- 
perial government and control. The responsible 
government constitution, however, has been 
suspended since 1933. 

(c) C^lon, a Colony in which the executive 
government is carried on under the supreme 
control of the Governor by the Council of State, 
which also acts as the legislature and which thus 
in internal afiairs has a limited form of responsible 
goverqpaent, while in external affairs it is en- 
tirely controlled by the Imperial Government. 
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(d) Colonies in which the administration, is Chapter 

carried on by public officers under the control 1 

of tfie Secretary of State for the Colonies: 

(1) Colonies possessing an elected House of 
Assembly and nominated Legislatiye Council (a 
representative government): Bahamas; Barbados; 
Bermuda. 

(2) Colonies possessing a partly elected Legis- 
lative Council, the constitution of which does not 

^ It ^ 

provide for an official majority:' British Guiana; 
Cyprus. But the constitution of Cyprus has been 
suspended since 1931. For both Colonies the 
CrQ,wn can legislate by Order in Council. 

(3) Colonies possessing a partly elected ^legis- 
lative Council, the constitution of which pro- 
vides for, or permits, an official majority: Mau- 
ritius; the Straits Settlements (Penang, Malacca, 
Singapore, and Labuan); Fiji; Jamaica; Leeward 
Islands (Antigua, Dominica, St. Christopher- 
Nevis, Montserrat, and the Virgin Islands); 
Grenada, St. Lucia, St. Vincent (known as the 
Windward Islands), Trinidad and Tobago; Sierra 
Leone; the Gold Coast; Nigeria; and Kenya Colony. 

In all these Colonies,* except the Leeward 
Islands, the Crown can legislate by Order in 
Council. 

(4) Colonies possessing nominated Legislative 
Councils: British Honduras, Falkland Islands, 
Gambia, Hongkong, Seychelles. 

In all these cases, save that of British Hon- 
duras, the Crown can legislate by Order in Coimcil 
and there is a majority of officials on the Legis- 
lative Council. 
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Okapter (5) Colonies witliout Legislative Council, in 

which the Crown has the sole power of legislation, 
exercise'ci through the Governor, or High Com- 
missioner; Gibraltar; St. Helena; Basutoland; 
Ashanti; Gilbert and Ellice Islands. 

In these Colonies the Crown has power to 
legislate by Order in Council. 

Cyprus, which possessed, as above noted, 
a legislature with an elected majority (three 
Muhammadan and twelve Greek members) is 
now legislated for by the Governor alone. 

All these Colonies, with the exception of Basuto- 
land*. Ashanti, and the Gilbert and Ellice.Islands, 
feive Executive Councils to assist the Governor. 

There are also a number of miscellaneous de- 
pendencies not regularly administered. 

(c) Protectorates. 

I. Protectorates in which the administration is 
carried on by pubhc officers under the control of 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies: 

(1) Protectorates possessing a partly elected 
Legislative Council, the constitution of which 
provides for an official majority. 

Nigeria (whibhds part Protectorate and part 
Colony); Northern Khodesia; Sierra Leone (part 
Colony, part Protectorate). 

(2) Protectorates possessing nominated Legis- 
lative Councils; Nyasaland Protectorate; Uganda 
Protectorate. 

(3) Protectorates without Legislative Councils: 
British Solomon Islands; Kenya Protectorate 
(legislated for by the Legislative Council of the 
Colohf); Gambia Protectorate (legislated for by 
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the Legislative Council of Gambia); N’orthern Chapter 
Territories of the Gold Coast (legislated for h 7 
the Governor of the Gold Coastf; Somahland; 
Bechuanaland; Swaziland. 

In all Protectorates the Crown has the power of 
legislating by Order in Council. 

n. Protected States: 

(1) States possessing internal autonomy, but 
in foreign affairs controlled by the British 
Government; British North Borneo; Sarawak. 

(2) States whose internal administration also is 
controlled by the British Government: Federated 
M.alay States; XJnfederated Malay States; Brunei; 
Zanzibar; Tonga. 

Egypt, formerly a protected State, is now in- 
dependent, but only subject to certain special 
British interests which are reserved from Egyptian 
control. The United Kingdom retains full author- 
ity over the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, which is in 
law held in condominium with Egypt. 

The Ne-v^ Hebrides is administered under 
condominium with France. 

(d) Mandated, territories which are adminis- 
tered subject to the supervision of the League of 
Nations; Palestine (legislated for at present by 
the High Commissioner, assisted by an Advisory 
Council of officers); Tanganyika territory, with 
nominated Legislative Council; Canleroons under 
British mandate, of which the northern parts are 
legislated for by the Governor of Nigeria, the 
southern parts by the Governor and Legislative 
Council of Nigeria; Togoland, under British man- 
date, legislated for by the Governof ©f the Gold 
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Chapter Coast; Transiordan, which has semi-autonomous 
administration. 

II. — The Doihinion of Canada. 

Powers of legislation and government are 
divided between the federation and the Pro- 
vinces, viz. Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Manitoba, 
British Columbia, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. 

The federation controls directly the North- 
West Territories and the Yukon Territory, in the 
former of which there is a nominee, and in the 
latter an elective, Council with subordinate legis- 
lative.powers. 

III. ^*®ie Commonwealth of Austraha. 

Powers of legislation and government are 
divided between the Commonwealth and the 
States, viz., New South Wales, Victoria, Queens- 
land, South Australia, Western Australia, and 
Tasmania. 

The Commonwealth exercises direct control 
over the Northern Territory, and the site of the 
federal capital at Canberra. 

Dependencies, not parts of th% Commonwealth. 
Papua, with a*^ nominee Le^slative Council; 
Norfolk Island; Austrahan Antarctic Territory. 
Mandated Territory: 

New Gruiljea. 

IV. — ^The Dominion of New Zealand. 

Dependencies of New Zealand: 

The Cook Islands; Ross Dependency. 

Mandated Territories: 

Western Samoa; Nauru, undef* mandate to the 
BrilSiShi Empire. 
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V. — The Union of South Africa. 

Subordinate legislative and executive authority 
is possessed by the Provinces, vizi! the Cape of 
Grood Hope, Natal, the Transvaal, and the Orange 
Free State. 

Mandated Territory: 

South-West Africa. 

VI. — The Irish Free State. 

VII. — ^Newfoundland (constitution in abeyance). 

VIII. — India: 

1. British India. 

2. The Indian States. 

3. British Burma. 


2. The Crown and the Executive 

Throughout the Empire the executive government in 
its higher branches is carried on in the name of the 
Crown through officers whose functions, whether de- 
rived from the prerogative or conferred by statute, are 
exercised, directly or indirectly, on behalf of the Crown. 
There is thus in the Crown a formal expression of Im- 
perial unity, and allegiance to the Crown is a common 
tie between all BHtish subjects ifi whatever part of the 
Empire they dwell. The value of this tie is immeasur- 
ably increased by the fact that the Crown is not an 
abstraction, but is manifested in the,personality of 
the sovereign, supported by the menabem of the royal 
family. Of the highest importance in strengthening this 
link of Empire has been the recent activity of the 
Prince of Wales and other members of the royal family ■, 
in visiting the Dominions and India; the extraordinary 
pressure of public affairs in Europe, afi3<Amg deeply 



26 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


Dominion and Indian interests, has necessitated the 
continuous presence of the Bang himself at the seat of 
Imperial Government. It is doubtless almost inipossible 
to exaggerate the importance of the personal element 
as a factor of cohesion within the Empire; the difficulty 
of preserving unity would be enormously increased if 
the United Kingdom were under a republican con- 
stitution. It was a frue instmct which induced Sir J ohn 
Macdonald to seek for the new Dominion of Canada the 
style of Kingdom, 'and it may be regretted that the fear 
of exciting American susceptibilities should have pre- 
vented the creation of so attractive a style. 

The unijy of the Crown is real,^ especially. in the 
realm^ foreign relations, but it is a unity which pre- 
sents aspects, and the Crown in respect to its different 
territories can be perfectly justly regarded as diverse.® 
Thus the Crown has rights in respect of the United 
Kingdom, and different rights in respect of Canada, 
while in Canada there are the aspects of the Crown 
represented by the Dominion and the Provinces. 
Similarly in Austraha the States have distinct person- 
ahties alike from the Commonwealth and among them- 
selves. Judicial cogmsance is takeu of these distinctions, 
as also of distinctions m the aspects of the Crown within 
the Urdted Kingdom itself. 

As the outcome of the long struggle between King 
and Parliameqb it is an essential doctrine of the law of 
the constitution that the King can do no wrong, and it 
is equally a fundamental principle that all official ac- 

1 This can be used to prevent the Crown having to pay a soldier 
twice: Williams v. Eowarih, [1906] A.C. 551. 

® Thus a claim against the Crown in respect «>f the Irish Free State 
cannot be pursued by Petition of Eight in England: Att-Gen. v. Great 
Southern By, of Ireland, [1926] A.C. 754. 
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tions of the Crown, with very hmited exceptions, must 
be based on the advice of some minister or ofiBicial who 
is responsible in law for the legality of tBe action taken. 
Moreover, constitutional usage has established the 
principle that the executive must be subject to the 
control of the people, through their duly elected repre- 
sentatives. It would, indeed, have been absurd to object 
to the unfettered action of the Klihg and to substitute 
for it the equally unfettered will of of&cials or ministers, 
and it is to judicial and quasi-judiciJl ofhcers alone that 
Exemption from immediate responsibility is extended. 
But it is also plain that no man can effectively serve 
two piasters in the same capacity; to attempt to do 
so would merely lead him to violate his dutf^to one 
or more, probably both, and to render ineffective his 
responsibihty. 

From these considerations follows the essential prin- 
ciple throughout the Empire that all officers who act 
for the Crown must owe responsibility to some popu- 
larly elected body, and, if no such body exists locally, 
they must owe obedience to some authority which is 
directly responsible to such a legislature. In the IJnited 
Kingdom ministers^re responsible to Parliament, and 
ah. the of&cial ' staffs under their control are thus 
immediately subject to Parhamentary control. In the 
Crown Colonies and Protectorates the ofdcials are sub- 
ject through the Governor to the will of Parliament, 
whose mandates are executed through* the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies. In the States and the self- 
governing Colonies the Governor owes obedience to the 
Imperial Parliament, and has no responsibihty to the 
local Parliament, which may disapprove his conduct 
but cannot remove him from ofhce sav^y an appeal 
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ciiapter to the Imperial Government, which may or may not 
concur with the local view. Ministers, on the other 
hand, and ofl3.{jial stafis owe no allegiance to the Im- 
perial Parliament or obedience to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies. The Governor has no right to 
issue orders of any sort to them; without their advice 
he is powerless to act, and has merely by constitutional 
usage a very hmiteH sphere of power to refuse their 
advice, if he is prepared to £dl their places, should they 
resign in consequence of his refusal, by other ministers. 
In India, during the transitional period, the rule is 
already clear that ministers are responsible solely to 
their legislatures, while of&cials in department not 
under -Jiftinisterial control still remain subject to re- 
sponsibility to the Imperial Parliament and its agents. 
Officers, of course, may occupy two capacities, and in 
these be subject to responsibility to different legisla- 
tures, but obviously any long continuance of such an 
anomalous situation would be difficult. 

The result of these conditions is that over the Crown 
Colony and Protectorate executives the Imperial 
Government holds complete control, however much it 
may on grounds of principle refrajn from insisting on 
overruling the judgment of local authdrities, especially 
when these are supported by the members of the local 
legislatures. The officials hold office at the pleasure of 
the Crown, an4 any attempt at disobedience can be 
visited with immediate dismissal. The precise degree 
of control actually exercised varies enormously, largely 
in proportion as the legislature is effectively representa- 
tive of the wishes of the people. In a Colony like the 
Bahamas, with an absolutely indepeildent legislature 
over which j^e Crown has no power of control, the 
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executive power of the Crown is fettered by the fact Chapter 

that it cannot obtain legislation or funds at pleasure 1 

but must meet local views; in a territory like G-ibraltar, 
on the other hand, without such a legislature the policy 
of the Imperial Government must prevail, but it is 
naturally largely motived by the desire, while pre- 
serving the safety of the fortress, to make the occupa- 
tion as little irksome as possible to the people. In 
India ag8,in the influence of the Imjperial Government 
is lent to the task of making the harmony between 
the legislatures and the Government, even in matters 
not placed under ministerial control, as efiective as 
possible. 

In the case of the self-governing Colonies aid India 
efforts by the Governor to direct executive action are 
consistent only with a state when responsible govern- 
ment is yet imperfect, or when Imperial forces are re- 
quired to preserve order, a condition signifying that 
local autonomy is temporarily ineffective. Even, how- 
ever, in such instances colonial experience suggests that 
it is impossible effectively to assert the authority of the 
Governor, as was proved by the cases of Natal from 
1893 to 1909, and of Western Australia from 1890 to 
1897, when in theory the Governor was accorded special 
powers in respect of the aboriginal population. To 
exercise them effectively would have meant making 
ministers responsible to the Imperial and not the local 
Parliament for an important side of their* activities, and 
the attempt in effect was never seriously made. Such 
control, in such cases, as does exist is exercised in the 
sphere of legislation, and through the medium of 
Imperial Acts to which ministers and of&cials must 
pay respect, as they are part of the la^and cannot 
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CLApter be ignored without fundamental repudiation of the 
Imperial relationship. 

3. The Sufremacy of Imperial Legislation and 
the Statute of Westminster, 1931 

The foundation of the constitution of the Empire lies 
historically in the doctrine of the absolute validity 
throughout the Empire of any legislation by,, the Im- 
perial Parliament whatever its subject matter. There is 
no such thing as an illegal act of the Imperial Parlia- 
ment; its power of legislation is plenary, and its edicts 
must be enforced in every court of law throughout the 
British'*^ominions, Possessions, and Protectorates, so 
far as they are made expressly applicable to these 
territories. The position was perfectly definitely set out 
in the Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865, which did not 
impose any new restrictions on colonial legislation, but, 
by making precise the rules regarding the relations of 
Imperial and local legislation, reheved local legislatures 
frona the risk of their legislation being denied validity 
on the ground of a supposed lack of conformity to the 
rules of Enghsh law generally.^ A»colonial law is void 
and inoperative if in any tespect it is repugnant to the 
provisions of any Act of Parliament extending to the 
Colony, or to any order or regulation made under the 
authority of sueh an Act, but not otherwise. This is 
the negative side of the rule that every Imperial Act 
extending to a Colony is absolutely binding thereupon, 
and can be varied only either by the Imperial Parlia- 

^ Boothby, J., of South Australia, had oompellbd legislation by de- 
claring void Anatolian Acts on inadequate grounds; Keith, EespomiUe 
Govemmi&nt, L 339 , 350 . 
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ment itself, or by the local legislature uader express Chapter 
powers given by tbe Imperial Parliament. It is import- 
ant to note also tbat the colonial law is^not rendered 
totally invalid because of repugnancy; only such pro- 
visions as are repugnant are inoperative, so that an 
Act, which incidentally may contain an invalid clause, 
otherwise remains in full effect. 

It is obvious that the frequent use of this paramoimt 
power of l^egislation would enormously lessen the area 
of colonial legislation, and that the* Imperial Parha- 
m*ent is normally far from fitted to legislate on matters 
taking place within colonial limits. In 1834 the As- 
sembly. of Upper Canada and as early as 1839 the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies announced the 
principle that legislation for a Colony, which possessed 
a representative legislature, on a matter of internal 
concern was opposed to the principle of the constitu- 
tion, and should only be resorted to in case of necessity, 
as when Parhament remedied the neglect of Jamaica 
to provide due prison accommodation. The growth 
of colonial self-government was accompanied by the 
steady diminution of Imperial legislation save in 
matters which could.not effectively be dealt with by 
the colonies thernselves, owing to the restrictions on 
their legislative authority. Thus the constitutions of 
the Colonies now Dominions, save Newfoundland, rest 
on Imperial Acts, without which neither Canada nor 
Austraha could have federated nor South Africa been 
unified. Moreover, the territorial limitation of colonial 
legislation rendered it essential to pass Acts providing 
for the extradition of fugitive offenders, the removal 
of colonial prisoners, and the trial in the Colonies of 
offences committed beyond their territoS^s. On this 
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Chapter ground also, mercliant shipping was long regarded as 
■ essentially a matter for Imperial regulation, but the 
Colonies were accorded full powers over ships regis- 
tered therein or engaged in the coasting trade. On 
treaty grounds Imperial legislation was once usual, 
but the constitutional practice from 1911 required 
that any necessary legislation should be passed by the 
Dominions.^ Even when the propriety of Imperial 
legislation was manifest, it was customary that its 
terms should be settled by consultation, such as 
evoked the British Nationality and Status of Ahehs 
Acts of 1914, 1918, 1922, and 1933. These Acts are 
of special interest as indicating prior to 19^1 the 
spheres of Imperial and Dominion powers; the defini- 
tion of natural-born British subject was enacted for 
the whole Empire, but the arrangements for Imperial 
naturahsation were subject to acceptance of the legis- 
lation by the Dominions. Imperial legislation afiecting 
the army and the navy and the air force is valid 
throughout the Empire and binds British troops out- 
side it, but by constitutional usage Imperial troops are 
not stationed in the Dominions except by agree- 
ment. 

Is the doctrine of the paramount character of Im- 
perial legislation no longer applicable to the Do- 
minions? As early as 1900 it was suggested that it was 
wrong to subject the Commonwealth of Australia to 
such a restriction, and the Free State constitution was 
in 1922 framed, though ineffectively,® with the aim of 
excluding legislative action for the Free State by the 


» The Geneva Conventions Act, 1911, was passed for the whole of the 
British Dominions mthout consultation of the Dominions, 
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Imperial Parliament after the ratification of the Irish Oiiapter 

constitution. 1 

It is, however, significant of the rapid development 
of the sense 6f autonomy in the Dominions that the 
Irish demand was shortly afterwards taken up by the 
Union of South Africa. On the coming into ofS.ce in 
1924 of the Government of General Hertzog it was 
made plain that his purpose was to establish the com- 
plete autoijpmy of the Union as a substitute for the 
repubhcan status which he had fornJerly demanded. 

TMs attitude won, at the Imperial Conference of 1926, 
the co-operation of the Canadian Prime Minister, who 
had beea, converted to the importance of stressing the 
autonomy of the Dominions by the fact that, coifbrary 
to British usage, the Governor-General had asserted 
the right of refusing a dissolution of Parhament except 
at his personal discretion. The result therefore of the 
Conference was the determination to assert the status 
of the Dominions as one of equahty with the United 
Kingdom. The United Kingdom and the Do mini ons 
were declared to be “autonomous communities within 
the British Empire, equal in status, in no way subordin- 
ate one to another in any aspect of their domestic or 
external affairs, though united by a common allegiance 
to the Crown and freely associated as members of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations”, although it was 
pointed out that the principle of equahty and simi-, 
larity appropriate to status did not univefsally apply* 
to function. The task of giving further definition to 
this principle was accorded to a Conference of experts 
which met in 1929. Their resolutions were formally 
approved at the Imperial Conference of 1930, which 
recommended- that the new status shoult^Jbe given 
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effect SO far as requisite by legislation of the Imperial 
Parliament, _ passed after subnnssion to and. approval 
by the Parliaments of the Dominions. This approval 
was duly accorded and the statute became law, as the 
Statute of Westminster, 1931.^ 

Under the statute no attempt is made to renounce 
the legislative supremacy of the United Kingdom 
Parhament, but by Section 4 it is provided that “No 
Act of Parhament of the United Kingdom passed 
after the commencement of this Act [December 11, 
1931] shall extend, or be deemed to extend, to a 
Dominion as part of the law of that Dominion, urdess 
it is expressly declared in that Act that that Dominion 
has requested and consented to the enactment thereof”. 
In the case of Austraha it is provided that the request 
and consent shah mean the request and consent of the 
Parhament and Government of the Commonwealth; in 
other cases the Government alone could act, but it may 
be taken as certain that the Imperial Parhament would 
not feel bound to legislate in any case without the as- 
surance that its action would have the approval of the 
Dominion Parhament. In the case of the Union of 
South Africa the matter has boen carried farther, for 
it has been provided*® that the Parhament of the 
Union shah be the sovereign legislative power in and 
over the Union, and no Act of Parhament of the 
United Kingdom shah extend to the Union as part of 
its law unless extended by an Act of the Union. It 
must be noted that the restriction of authority thus 
laid down as a constitutional principle, though it could 

^ Keith, Speeches and Documents on the Britiush Dominions, 1918-1931, 

pp. 

^ Statusjw the Umon Act, 1934, s. 2. 
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not operate as a renunciation of legislative power, Chapter 

would be effective as a rule of interpretation. Tbe '' 1 

suggestion made in tbe Irish. Free State that a formal 
renunciation of legislative power should have been 
made as in the case of Ireland in 1783 was rejected; 
apart from the fact that it would have had no more 
binding effect than the present enactment, there were 
objections felt in Australia and New Zealand and New- 
foimdland# to the surrender of Imperial legislative 
supremacy. It was felt also that suchlegislation might 
be* a convenient method of carrying out for the whole 
Empire a common pohcy agreed to by the powers. 

Indeed <so strong was this feeling that the Statute of 
Westminster was only approved by these Domhaions, 
subject to the condition that none of its provisions 
should take effect therein imless and until they were 
adopted by the Parliament of the Dominion, and no 
such adoption has taken place. 

It is to be noted that the new rule apphes only to 
legislation which is intended to operate as part of the 
law of the Dominions. It has nothing to do with the 
power of the Imperial Parhament to make laws affect- 
ing the action of British subjects when outside the 
United Kingdom. The Imperial Parliament, normally, 
legislates for the United Kingdom or some portion • 
thereof, but it can legislate ^ for any part of British 
territory and for British subjects anywhere. There 
are instances of such legislation as regards murder or 
manslaughter and bigamy; certain offences against the 
Foreign Enhstment Act, 1870, the Official Secrets Acts, 

1 As to legislation f(tr subjects see The Zollverei% Swab. 96, per 
Br. LnsMngton; Cope v. Doherty, 4 K. & J. 367; Blain, 12 Gh, 

B. 522, 526, 531; Keegan v. Dawson, [1934] I.R. 232. ^ 
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Chapter 1911-20, and the Explosive Substances Act, 1883, are 
punishable wherever committed, as also is perjury and 
forgery, committed out of England, in respect of pro- 
ceedings to take place in England. Treason, wherever 
committed, is ptmishahle in England. Moreover, the 
discipline of the military, air, and naval forces is apph- 
cable wherever they are situated. Legislation of this 
kind may still be passed by the United Kingdom and 
made applicable to a Dominion. But clearly the posi- 
tion of an Imperial force in a Dominion would be im- 
possible if that Dominion were not wiUing to afford the 
force the assistance of its courts and of its law, and 
this particular matter has been arranged between the 
United Kingdom and the Dominions by the enactment 
of legislation in Canada and the Union of South Africa 
on similar terms to that of the Visiting Eorces (British 
Commonwealth) Act, 1933, of the Imperial Parha- 
ment.^ 

It is further provided by the Statute of Westminster 
(s. 2) as a necessary complement of Section 4 that the 
Colonial Laws Vahdity Act of 1866 shall no longer 
apply to Dominion laws made after December 11, 1931. 
.A Dominion legislature may repeal or amend any Im- 
Iperial Act or order, rule”, or regulation made under such 
1 an Act, in so far as it is part of the law of the Dominion. 
The autonomy thus conceded is complete. But the 
statute of itself (ss. 7-9) makes the necessary reserva- 
tions for thh federal constitutions of Canada and the 
Commonwealth. Neither of these constitutions can be 
altered, save in accordance with their terms, and the 
new power which is extended also to the Provinces of 
Canada, though not to the States of ‘Australia, does not 

^ Keitii, Joum. Comjp. Leg, xy, 255, 256. 



FRAMEWORK OF THE IMPERIAL CONSTITUTION 37 


empower either the Federation or the units in Canada Chapter 
or in Anstraha to make laws not already within their 
anthority. 

It is not customary to pass Imperial legislation for 
the Colonies under modern conditions except in cases 
where general legislation is obviously necessary, and in 
these cases it is usual to provide that the Act in ques- 
tion may be apphed by Order in 'Council under the 
Foreign J^isdiction Act, 1890 , to territories in which 
the Crovra. has jurisdiction, a term vdiich covers terri- 
tcfries under mandate to the British Crown. A recent 
example is the Whaling Industry (Regulation) Actj 
1934 , enacted to give power to carry out the terms of a 
Convention for the Regulation of Whaling concluded 
at Geneva in 1931 . The same Act provides for the 
extra-territorial apphcation of legislation on this head 
which may be enacted by the Commonwealth of 
Austraha and New Zealand, to which the Statute of 
Westminster has not yet been applied. 


4 . The Limits of Dominion and Colonial 

Legislative Power 

% 

The powers bestowed on colonial legislatures of every 
kind by the authority of the Crown under its pre- 
rogative, or by Parhament, are extremely wide and 
generous. In no case in the Colonies has. the attempt, 
prima facie natural, been made to set up* bodies with 
merely limited powers to deal with specific topics under 
delegation from the Imperial Parliament in the same 
manners as powers are conferred on municipal and 
other authorities ih the United Kingdom. These latter 
bodies are subject to strict control by the c^^irts in the 
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Chapter exercise of tMs authority; a municipality may make a 
by-law, but the courts will scrutinise it to see (1) if it 
falls preciselj^ within the scope of power given to muni- 
cipalities, and (2) if it is a reasonable exercise of that 
power. It is difierent with the legislatures of the Em- 
pire; they are not delegates, who cannot pass on their 
authority to others, but within the limits of their 
power they are possessed of authority as plenary and 
ample as the Imperial ParUament, in the plenitude of 
its powers, possessed and could bestow.^ A local legis- 
lature, therefore, in all that falls within its sphere^ 
inevitably in the case of a federation, a strictly limited 
one — ^has full power and authority to decide how its 
powers shall be exercised; nay, it seems as if it may 
hand over its power to the electors to be exercised by 
initiative and referendum, thus denymg itself the 
power to exercise its deliberative functions.* 

But the legislation of a Colony is hmited by one 
essential fact; the power to legislate is local, and the 
vahdity of the legislation stops at the territorial waters 
of the Colony, unless indeed some wider power is con- 
ferred by Imperial Act. Thus the Commonwealth laws 
under Section 5 of the Constitution Act, 1900, are in 
force on all British ship&, other than flaen-of-war, whose 
first port of clearance and port of destination are in the 
Commonwealth, and all the Colonies may make laws 
regulating th^ir own registered shipping wherever it is. 
Generally speaking, however, the limitation is effective; 
its existence hampered the creation of colonial navies 
and had to be removed in that express regard by 


* Hodge v. ii. (1883), 9 App. Gas. 117; Keith,.3%e Omatituiional Law 

of the British Dominions, p. 231. 

* Cf. Keit^^owm. Comp, Leg, iv, 240 f. 
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Imperial legislation in 191 P before tbe Australian navy Chapter 
could be placed on an effective legal basis. The absence 
of the authority is sometimes obviously ihconvenient; 
thus New Zealand cannot punish bigamy conamitted 
outside the Dominion® by a resident therein, and 
powers to deal with whaling outside territorial waters 
had to be given to Austraha and New Zealand in 1934. 

The Imperial Parhament escapes tMs local limitation; 
the spher^ of its legislation is hmited only by con- 
siderations of international comity, and the power to . 
make effective its laws. It is not surprising, therefore, 
if, with the development of air navigation, Canada 
should jiave definitely applied to the Imperial Parlia- 
ment for an extension of her legislative authority.® The 
matter was not simple, since it was obvious that there 
would be much inconvenience in the existence of many 
competmg legislative enactments, but it was clear that 
the Dominions required authority over their own citi- 
zens, even outside Dominion limits, when necessary for 
purposes of the peace, order, and good government of 
the Dominions, and over their own ships everywhere. 

There were obvious considerations of convenience which 
suggest leaving to tl|p Imperial Parliament all legis- 
lation for, and control over, British subjects in terri- 
tories in which, as in China or Ethiopia, the King 
exercises extra-territorial jurisdiction over British 
subjects. 

After long discussion the matter was again taken up 
at the Imperial Conference of 1930 and all effort to 

^ The Naval Discipline (Dominion Naval Dorces) Act, 1911. See also 
the Naval Discipline Act, 1922, s. 7. 

® JB. V. Lander^ [1913] N.Z.L.R. 305; Keith, The. Oomtitutional Law 
of the British Dominions, pp. 226-30. 

® Of. Keith, Journ. Gomp, Leg. ii. 328 1; iv, 234. 
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Chapter frame a due limitation of tHe power to be given to tbe 
Dominions was abandoned and, by Section 3 of tbe 
Statute of Westminster, it was declared and enacted 
that tbe Parbament of a Dominion bad full power to 
make laws, having extra-territorial operation.^ It must 
be assumed that in tbe courts outside the Dominion in 
which such legislation is passed, effect to that legis- 
lation will be given only in the same measure as it 
would be accorded to the legislation of a foreign State. 
The situation has in fact long existed as regards India, 
for the Indian legislature in 1869^ was organised dio 
legislate for Indian subjects anywhere outside India. 
It follows therefore that English courts wiU ^pply to 
British subjects the laws of the United Kingdom and 
will ignore the extra-territorial operation, for example, 
of Canadian laws; for instance, a Canadian Act if such 
were passed, rendering criminal acts done by Canadian 
nationals in England, if intended to contravene 
Canadian customs legislation, would not be enforced 
in Enghsh courts. Similarly, Canadian nationals in 
China remain subject only to the law which is laid 
down for British subjects in China, under the China 
Orders in Council. , 

A second limitation is probably inherent in colonial 
status. A colonial legislature is created for the purpose 
of legislating, and it may be held that it is not entitled 
of its own vQhtion to extinguish itself; at any rate it 
was felt to be desirable when the representative legis- 
lature of Jamaica, as the result of the native rising of 
1865, desired to surrender its powers, that the surrender 
should be approved by Imperial Act. Similarly, Im- 

1 Crop, V. THwphy, [1933] A.C* 156. 

® 32 & 33 Viet. 0. 98. 
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perial legislation authorised like surrenders in 1876, bj Chapter 
Grenada and St. Vincent. Another apphcation of the 
principle that a body created for one purpose cannot 
alter that purpose is seen in the doctrine whicli was 
apphed in the case of the creation of the Canadian 
Federation in 1867, the Commonwealth of Australia in 
1900, and the Union of South Africa in 1909, that 
colonial federation or union can be 'accomplished only 
by Imperial Act. It may be added that the territorial 
hmitations of legislation would alsd have prevented 
effective colonial action. It may also be held that a 
colonial legislature could not legally enact that a 
declaraiiion of war by the Crown was to be deemed null 
and void, though it might enact legislation mitigating 
the disabilities to which alien enemies woiild normally 
be subject. Such a legislature could not alter the rules 
of British nationahty, but that is due to the fact of the 
paramountcy of Imperial legislation under the Colonial 
Laws Vahdity Act, 1865. 

As regards the Dominions, in view of the repeal of 
the apphcation to their laws of the Colonial Laws 
Vahdity Act, 1865, the question of the existence of any 
limitation of power i% much more difficult of decision. 

The concrete issue, which has-been freely discussed in 
the Union of South Africa and the Irish Free State, is 
the right of a legislature to enact the termination of 
the connection between the Dominion apd the British 
Crown.^ The achievement by the Dominions of a quasi 
international status in membership of the League of 
Nations led to the enunciation by the Nationahst party 
in the Union that a Union Act, assented to by the 
Crown, would be ’effective to bring about secession. It 

See Keith, Letters on Imperial Relations, 1916-193^^^. 158-68. 
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CShapter was contended by General Smuts that the royal assent 
to such, a BiU could not lawfully be accorded, and it is 
clear that, sb long as the Governor-General was ap- 
pointed on tbe recommendation of the British Govern- 
ment and held office during its pleasure, no such assent 
could have been given. Since then the decision of the 
Imperial Conference of 1930 has accorded to the local 
government the right of appointment and removal, and 
in the Union the Royal right to disallow has in 
1934 been formally abolished. It may therefore be 
conceded that an Act might be passed and assented to, 
providing for secession. On the other hand, it is pointed 
out that the right of secession has never been formally 
conceded by the Imperial Conference, and that, on the 
contrary, it is expressly stated in the preamble to the 
Statute of Westminster that — “Inasmuch as the Crown 
is the symbol of the free association of the members of 
the British Commonwealth of Nations, and as they are 
united by a common allegiance to the Crown, it would 
be in accord with the established constitutional posi- 
tion of aU the members of the Commonwealth in re- 
lation to one another that any alteration in the law 
touching,, the succession to the throne,, or the Royal 
sj^le and titles shall hereafter require the assent as well 
of the Parhaments of aU the Dominions as of the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom”. But it must be 
noted that thg enactment of the statute was approved 
by both houses of Parhament of the Dominion on the 
understanding that it did not derogate from the right 
of any Dominion to secede. As regards the Irish Free 
State, the claim to the right of secession is plainly in 
contradiction with the Treaty of 1921 and it can be 
contended'-^T only on the assumption that the status 
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stipulated for in 1921 is capable of extension, and that, Chapter 
if it is legitimate for tte Union Parliament whose 
power is derived from the South Africa ^i^ct of 1909, 
which united the British colonies “under one G-overn- 
ment in a legislative union under the Crown of the 
United Kingdom” to dissolve connection with the 
Crown, it is equally legitimate for the Pree State to 
dissolve the connection which was ‘forced upon it by 
threat of war. This argument is clearly without much 
cogency, because the treaty on bo#h sides was the 
result of force, and it must be noted that Canada 
and the Commonwealth of Austraha agree with New 
Zealan4 and Newfoundland in rejecting the existence of 
*ny right of secession. Moreover, the principle asserted 
in the preamble to the Statute of Westminster is in 
harmony with the terms of Article X. of the Covenant 
of the League of Nations, for the Dominions in accord- 
ance with the spirit of that Article, even accepting 
that it does not apply strictly to them, must be re- 
garded as vitally interested in the territorial integrity 
of the Empire. 

5. The, Constitumt Powers of Dominion and 
Colonial Legislatures 

Though it is probable that a legislature whether 
Dominion or colonial may neither extinguish itself nor 
seek to erect itself into the legislature of an independ- 
ent State, it has, nevertheless, in many cases, wide 
powers of constitutional change. Any doubt that 
might exist on this head was completely removed 
by the Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865,^ which pro- 
1 28 & 29 Vict. 0 . 63, s. 5. 
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vided that any representative legislature, that is, one 
comprising a legislative body of which one-half are 
elected by inhabitants of the Colony, had full power 
to make laws respecting the constitution, powers, and 
procedure of the legislature, provided that any such 
law was passed in such manner and form as might 
from time to time be required by any Act of Parlia- 
ment, letters patent. Order in Council, or colonial law 
for the time being in force in the Colony. T]j.e effect of 
this provision is to create a distinction of an interest- 
ing kind between the Imperial Parhament and 'a 
Dominion Parliament as regards its constituent powers; 
an Imperial Act can make any change in the constitu- 
tion, but it cannot stereotype it if the Parliament* 
decides to undo it; it cannot enact that a change shall 
be made only by an absolute majority of members or 
after a lapse of ten years, for it cannot curb its own 
sovereignty. But it can lay such injunctions on a 
colonial legislature, and by the Colonial Laws Validity 
I Act a colonial legislature can successfully fetter its 
I successor, by laying down some form to be followed 
* in constitution-making.^ 

The existing restrictions on ponstitutional change 
differ greatly in various parts of the Empire. In 
Canada the provinces enjoy freedom in great measure, 
but only within the limited sphere of their own powers 
under the British North America Act; they cannot 
alter the division of powers between them and the 
Dominion, nor can they affect the of6.ce of Lieutenant- 
Governor as the executive link between them and the 

^ See McCawl&y v. The KiTig^ [1920] A.C. OOd; Keith, Journ. Gomp, 
Leg. ii. 330 f., xvi. 294 1; Att-Gen. for New South Wales v. Trethowan, 

[1932] A.C. 04 DayU v. AU.-Qm., [1934] A.C. 511. 
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Doininion. Tke Dominion, on the other hand, has ex- Chapter 

tremely Mmited powers, because the federation was a 1 

compact between the provinces, and it is held to be 
illegitimate for the federal Parhament to change the 
terms of that compact, unless with general assent from 
the provinces. Imperial Acts were therefore necessary 
in 1907 to alter the amounts of the provincial sub- 
sidies, in 1915 to readjust the representation of the 
provinces jn the Senate, in 1916 to extend the duration 
of Parliament by a year, and in 1^30 to confer on 
certain provinces the right to their natural resources 
and to readjust subsidies. The desire of the Dominion 
to obtain wider constituent powers is natural, for new 
economic conditions have antiquated arrangements 
not unsuitable in 1867. But no agreement on the sub- 
ject exists with the provinces, as Quebec fears that 
any change might lessen the security for education, for 
the equal treatment of the French language in federal 
and provincial proceedings, and the position of the 
Eoman Cathohc Church. 

The Commonwealth of Austraha has the widest con- 
stituent powers, to be exercised by absolute majorities 
in both houses of Pariiament, approved by a referen- 
dum of the electors, but one house may secure at the 
discretion of the Governor-General, which, however, 
would only be exercised as desired by ministers, a 
referendum by passing a Bill for a chaage twice, an 
interval of three months intervening. There arises, 
however, the question whether any change abandon- 
ing the federal character of the constitution is possible; 
the answer would seem to be in the negative. The 
States have full powers of constitutional change, but 
within the limits of the federal constitufion; Bills 
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Chapter effecting important alterations or dealing witli the 
Grovernor’s salary must be reserved unless approved 
in advance by the Imperial Government. Efforts. to 
effect by referendum great changes in the relation of 
the States and the Commonwealth have so far been 
defeated at the polls, and the question of a revision of 
the constitution, which would probably involve Im- 
perial legislation, is still unsolved. A demand for the 
right of secession by Western Australia w§>s made in 
1934-5 to the Imperial Parhament, but in vain.^ 

New Zealand originally had somewhat limited 
powers of constitutional change, but it is probable 
that since the Act of 1865 she has practically full 
authority in this regard, though any important con- 
stitutional change would probably be effected by a 
Bill reserved for the signification of the royal assent. 
The same position applies to Newfoundland, where 
the constitution — at present suspended — crests on the 
prerogative. 

In the Union of South Africa under the South 
Africa Act, 1909, certain restrictions were imposed 
on constitutional change, but these were in part de- 
pendent on conditions which affe now obsolete, and 
those alone still are effective which require that repeal 
or alteration of the provisions of Section 35 of the Act, 
which provides for the Cape Native Franchise, or of 
Section 137, •which provides for the equality of the 
Enghsh and Dutch — ^now Afrikaans — Slanguages, shall 
not be valid unless the BiU. for such repeal or altera- 
tion is passed by both houses in joint session and 

^ Keith, ieifers oji Imperial Bdations, 1916-1935, pp. 192-5, 344, 346. 
The Joint Coitynittee of Parliament reported against even receiving the 
petition. 
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agreed to at the third reading by two-thirds of the Chapter 
total members of the houses. The same^xule applies 
to. the alteration of the Section (152) which pre- 
scribes this rule. The difiELculty, however, arises that 
the Union Parhament is no longer subject to the re- 
strictions of the Colonial Laws Vahdity Act and that 
therefore it may he held to be in^the same position 
as the Imperial Parliament, so that these restrictions 
have no l%gal efiect. However that may be, the Union 
Parhament which dechned to recommend the safe- 
guarding of these clauses by a clause in the Statute 
of Westminster expressed the opinion that despite the 
change* of position the restrictions remain binding on 
Parhament, and probably it may be expected that 
they would be observed as a species of constitutional 
convention. 

In the original constitution an effort was made to 
secure the position of the provinces by providing that 
Bills afiecting the powers of the Councils should be 
reserved. The abohtion of reservation deprives the 
provinces of this security, but it had already become 
Tinimportant. On the other hand, in view of the 
anxiety felt in the previnces, in 1934, the Act of 1909 
was amended to provide that no alteration in pro- 
vincial boundaries or abohtion of any Council or 
abridgment of its power should be carried out except 
on the petition of the Council. It was admitted that 
the Act had no binding force except as an expression 
of what was deemed desirable as a constitutional 
doctrine. 

In the case of the Irish Free State the constitution 
was enacted by Hail Eireann sitting as a constituent 
body and in enacting the constitution it proS^-ided that 
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a constitutional alteration naust be consistent with the 
Treaty of 1921 , and after eight years any alteration 
must be approved by referendum of the people. T]or 
eight years ordinary legislation would sufS.ce. This 
period was extended to sixteen by the Constitution 
Amendment No. 16 in 1929 . But, when it decided to 
remove from the constitution the oath required to be 
taken by the treaty, it was felt necessary to repeal the 
provision of the constitution imposing the<«bhgation 
in constitutionaf alteration to respect the treaty. It 
must be doubted whether this alteration was valid 
and whether the oath was legally removed by the 
Constitution (Eemoval of Oath) Act, 1933 .^ 

In the case of India under the Federal constitution 
power of change in any essentials is reserved to Parlia- 
ment. 

The legislatures in the Crown Colonies and Pro- 
tectorates have as a rule no constituent powers, but 
those of the Colonies with representative legislatures 
have full legal powers of alteration, and such powers 
survive in some cases from a former representative 
position, as in British Honduras. 


6. Imperial Control of Dominion and Colonial 
Legislation 

The histo^ of the development of the Imperial 
relations is a record of the gradual disuse of control of 
Dominion legislation by the Imperial Government, 
while the means of such control remained unrepealed 
and potentially available. The assent of the Governor 

^ Keitli, Letters on Imperial Belations, 1916-1935^ p. 157. Cf. Moore v. 

(19fe), 61 T.L.R. and Preface. 
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is essential to the validity of any measure of the legis- Chapter 

lature; he may withhold it, or reserve a Bill for the 1 

signification of the royal pleasure, when, unless especi- 
ally assented to by the Crown by Order in Council, it 
falls to the ground, while, even if the Grovemor assents, 
the Crown may disallow the Act. This process, as well 
as the refusal absolutely of assent by the G-overnor, 
may be deemed obsolete in the Dominions, but reserva- 
tion is stil^ possible, and in some cases Acts must be 
reserved, or the equivalent process of inserting a sus- 
pending clause delaying the operation of the Act until 
approved by the Crown is followed. The Imperial Con- 
ference pf 1930 approved the abolition of disallowance 
and reservation if desired, but only the Union and the 
Free State have acted. The exercise of Dominion legis- 
lative powers, except in Canada, the Irish Free State, 
and the Union of South Africa,^ under the Colonial 
Courts of Admiralty Act, 1890, and the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1894, is still restricted, and, as has been 
seen, certain constitutional Acts must be reserved in 
certain cases under the express terms of the constitu- 
tions. Both in the Commonwealth and in the Union® 
legislation restricting tjie right of appeal to the Privy 
Council must be reserved. It is also within the power of 
the Crown to issue standing instructions to the Gover- 
nors as to classes of Bills to be reserved, but this is not 
done normally in the case of the Dominions save that 
in the case of South Africa the Governor-General up to 
1934 was bound to reserve all Bills abolis hing the native 
vote in the Cape; in that year as in 1933 in the Irish 
Free State the power of reservation was repealed. But 

^ See Statute of Westminster, 1931, ss. 5, 6. 

® TMs is the one case still admitted in the UnioC 
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in the case of the States and under the suspended con- 
stitution of Newfoundland, Governors are required to 
reserve, unless approved beforehand, Bills afiecting 
divorce, currency, treaty rights, or of an extraordinary 
nature and importance to the prejudice of the royal 
prerogative or the rights of persons outside the terri- 
tory or the trade and shipping of the United Kingdom. 
Other earher restrictions have been abolished, such as 
the prohibition of difierential duties in Australia by 
Acts of 1873 and 1895. 

The purpose of these restrictions was rather to secure 
full discussion between the Imperial and Dominion 
Governments of any issue affecting Imperial relations 
than to dictate pohcy. Reservation became exceedingly 
rare, save under statute; but in 1906 an Australian 
measure giving a preference to British goods, only if 
imported on British ships, was reserved with the ap- 
proval of Commonwealth ministers as contrary to 
treaty rights, and an unexceptionable measure took its 
place, and in 1910 a New Zealand Shipping Bill which 
went clearly beyond the powers of the legislature was 
reserved and abandoned. In the case of the Irish Free 
State no right of disallowance jvas even conferred. 

Similar rules as to reservation and disallowance exist 
as regards the rest of the oversea territories, but the 
fact that the Crown controls, in the great majority of 
cases, the executive government, renders it easy to stop 
legislation which is unacceptable, before it has reached 
the stage of an Act. Nor is there any hesitation in dis- 
allowing measures which are held to be undesirable in 
substance or form. 

It would, of course, be a complete mistake to treat 
these powers of control as having been used for selfish 
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interests of th.e United Eangdom. In the famous dis- Chapter 
cussion, in 1859/ of the right of Canada to^mct a pro- 
tective tariff, thus departing wholly from the British 
ideal of free trade, the objections of the British Govern- 
ment, however incorrect, were at any rate not insincere; 
there was, it may be added, never any intention of 
actually disallowing the measure, an4 all that was done 
was to point out to the Colony the results of the course 
adopted. If at one time attempts of the Colonies to 
extend the sphere of divorce, and to relax the laws 
restricting the marriage of close relations or con- 
nections, were resisted, the true ground of opposition 
was the. perfectly just one that divergence in these 
matters in the Empire would result, as it did, in cases 
in which persons legally husband and wife in one part 
were strangers in another.® The ineffective efforts of the 
Imperial Government to influence legislation in favour 
of the native races were not in any way discreditable. 

Great value, moreover, attached to the insistence with 
which direct racial discrimination as a means of 
preventing the immigration of coloured races was 
deprecated and prevented by the refusal to allow such 
Bills to pass into law« British diplomacy won from 
Japan the valuable admission that objection was felt 
mainly to the mode, rather than to the fact of exclusion, 
and the adoption of an education test brought about 
by the energetic intervention of Mr Chamberlain at the 
Colonial Conference of 1897, solved for some twenty 
years a problem which presents fundamental di£6.- 
culties. The use of the Imperial authority to prevent 

^ Keith, Speeches and Documents on British Colonial Policy, ii. 1 ff . 

2 Divergence in divorce legislation even in Australia has^een found 
inconvenient. Cf. Dicey and Keith, Conflict of Laws (5th ed.), pp. 926 ff. 
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Chapter until 1873 the possibility of differential tariffs in 
Australia -was doubtless in some degree inconsistent, 
since it contradicted the sanction for special favours 
granted inier se by the Canadian provinces before 
federation, but the fact that no use was made of the 
relaxation of the restriction is significant of the hypo- 
thetical charactej: of the grievance. The control over 
Dominion legislation as in the case of Newfoundland’s 
feuds with France and the United States»to prevent 
infractions of treaties was obviously one wholly to be 
commended. Nothing could have been more unsatis- 
factory than that the Imperial Glovernment should 
have permitted the violation of conventional obliga- 
tions, which would have given rise to heavy claims for 
damage done from aggrieved States as well as possi- 
bilities of reprisals. 

The unwillingness of the Imperial Government to 
disallow legislation of a self-governing unit was re- 
markably exhibited in 1920 in regard to legislation of 
the State of Queensland, where a Labour majority, by 
swamping the nominee Legislative Council, succeeded 
in passing legislation which was hotly denounced as 
confiscatory in character, by investors in land both 
within and without the State. Petitions for disallow- 
ance presented to the Crown received a negative 
answer, although the legislation was clearly of a de- 
cidedly xmtisual character and created so much dis- 
satisfaction in financial circles in London as to preclude 
the possibility of the successful flotation of a loan on 
the London market, which was only reopened later on 
reparation being made. This was followed in the next 
year, 1921, by the abolition of the Legislative Council, 
reducing the legislature to a single chamber, contrary 
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to Australian practice, but this measure also was, in Chapter 
1922, allowed to have effect, though it -^as duly re- 
served by the Governor, and strong petitions were 
addressed to the Crown against the grant of the royal 
sanction.^ It may therefore be regarded now as dubious 
if the Crown will ever disallow or refuse assent to 
legislation not contrary to treaty ijights or patently 
'(Mm mres, unless perhaps in the case of a measure 
impairing the security of loans which have been ad- 
mitted to rank as trustee securities in the United 
Kingdom, for it is one of the conditions® on which 
admission to this position is granted that the borrow- 
ing Government should record its opinion that any 
legislation violating the security should properly be 
disallowed. 


7. The Jvdvyial Power 

No less fundamental than the supremacy of the 
legislation in the British constitution, are the right and 
duty of the judiciary to interpret and secure the im- 
partial apphcation of the principles of law enacted by 
Parliament, and the absence of any system of according 
special privileges in jiidicial matters to the executive 
government. The courts do not exist to compel the 

^ The same legislature in 1922 also passed an Act, which was neither 
reserved nor disallowed, ailo^ving proxy voting for members incapaci- 
tated by illness, a device to secure the majority of Government. 
But its actions were approved by the electors at the General Election 
of 1923, and its policy persisted until in 1929 the electorate revolted 
against the cost involved in the reckless expenditure. 

2 Prescribed by the Treasury under 63 & 64 Yict. c. 62, s. 2. It was 
reaffirmed in 1934 by all the Dominions except the Union of South 
Africa, which in lieu engaged not to pass legislation of such a kind 
without British concurrence and to alter any legislation to concur with 
British requests on this score; Colonial Stock Act, 1934: Keith, Joum. 
Oomp. Leg. xvi. 293 1 
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Ciiapter performance by tbe executive of tbeir duties, and tbe 
right to deli^'er declaratory judgments or to issue orders 
for acts to be done by mandamus or to restrain execu- 
tive actions by injunction or prohibition is liinited to 
those cases in which the legislature has evidently con- 
templated that course by placing upon an executive 
department some^direct obligation to the public, which 
entitles the individual or the pubhc generally to have 
some act done or prevented for theic immediate benefit. 
On the other hand, the legahty of the acts of the 
executive as opposed to their wisdom is nearly always 
subject to the scrutiny of the courts, and both in the 
United Kingdom and the Dominions the passage of 
Indemnity Acts after the war is a striking reminder 
of the fact that, whatever the needs of the country, 
the violation of normal rights must be vahdated by 
legislative action. The passing of such Acts is not, 
as sometimes asserted, an invasion of the sphere of 
the judiciary; it is a recognition that laws are in- 
evitably broken during war or rebellion or serious 
disorder, and that it is necessary to save the judiciary 
from the duty of punishing or penahsing acts which, 
though illegal, were necessary the interest of the 
State. 

To enable the judiciary to be impartial adjudicators 
between the governmental agencies and the people, 
and to reherve them from governmental pressure, the 
British constitution since 1701 has asserted the prin- 
ciple that the highest judicial ofiS-cers shall be ap- 
pointed tmder statutory authority^ and shall normally 
hold oflSice during good behaviour, and that the only 

^ The rale has been applied to a Bominion: BmUey v. Edwards, 

[1892] A.C.*387. 
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normal means of removing them shall be the act of Chapter 

the Crown on the passing of addresses hy^hoth houses 1. 

of. Parliament, while criticism of their action as 
judges is permitted only on formal motions.^ In the 
Dominions also the rule in effect obtains, though 
historical accident sometimes assigns the power of 
removal to the Crown on addressee from the houses, 
in which event the intervention of the Imperial 
Governmait might be necessitated, and sometimes 
to the Governor. In the former case in the Do- 
minions the Crown would act without exercising dis- 
cretion, but a more difldcult case might arise in a 
State. • 

In the case of the Crown Colordes and Protectorates 
the tenure of the highest judicial officers, in whatever 
form expressed, now usually during pleasure, is none 
the less subject to the general principle that it is so 
important that judicial independence should be pre- 
served that, whatever the rights of the Crown as to 
removal, they should be exercised only on the most 
serious consideration, preferably and normally on 
reference to the Privy Council, which is always rich in 
trained lawyers, members of the Judicial Committee, 
and experienced administrators, from among whom a 
committee can be formed admirably suited to advise 
the Crown whether a judge has so offended against the, 
principles of this office as to render his retention uu- 
deshable. Cases of removal have been few, and in every 
instance they have been clearly inevitable and essential. 

^ The reduction of judicial salaries by statutory Order in Council in 
1931 was attacked as affecting the security of the judges, but the 
government stressed the national emergency and their respect for the 
judiciary. 
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^iiapter In the federal constitution of India removal depends 
^ on the approval of the Committee. 

The execntive government must, of course, retain a 
certain liberty of action regarding the appointments of 
lower grades of judicial officers, hut the power of the 
superior courts to control and override the actions of 
the lower courts ^affords on the whole an adequate 
protection against the intervention of the administra- 
tion in the judicial sphere. In India supervision is 
largely assigned to the High Courts. 

A special duty rests on the judges of the part of the 
Empire other than the United Kingdom, because they 
have to deal with the enactments of legislatures of 
limited and defined powers, and therefore must con- 
sider from time to time the question of the constitu- 
tionality in a legal aspect of legislation enacted in 
due form by the legislature. A Commonwealth Act, 
for instance, may be invalid because it purports to 
regulate matters beyond the territorial limits of the 
Dominion; or because it is repugnant to an Imperial 
Act apphcable to the Commonwealth, the example 
par excellence of such repugnancy being that the Act 
trenches on the reserved sphere®of State legislation as 
marked out by the Commonwealth Constitution Act, 
1900. The federal constitutions, in special, raise remark- 
able difficulties of this Mnd, for in the case of the 
unitary Donfinions the restrictions on their legislative 
authority comparatively seldom come into promin- 
ence. 


8. Appeals to the Privy Council 

From the outset of colonial development it was 
recognised? that the subject had a right to appeal to the 
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TCing in Council ^ to remedy defects of justice done to Chapter 
him in oversea courts, and this prerogative right of 
the. Crown to hear appeals from any colonial court 
was given statutory vahdity by the Judicial Com-., 
mittee Act, 1844,^ which, save when expressly modi- 
fied by subsequent Imperial legislation, applies to the 
whole of the Empire, except the tjpited Kingdom. 

No limitation has ever been placed on appeals from 
Canada by imperial Act, and thus in theory appeals 
may be permitted by the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council to be brought from any Canadian court. 

In practice, however, appeals are allowed only from 
the highest courts in the provinces, and from the 
Supreme Court and Exchequer Courts of the Do- 
minion, and, if a htigant prefers to appeal from a pro- 
vincial decision to the Supreme Court and not to the 
Judicial Committee, permission is normally refused 
to carry the case from the Supreme Court. Under this 
system the Judicial Committee has decided a very 
large number of Canadian cases, and especially cases 
involving the interpretation of the Canadian con- 
stitution. In the case of the Commonwealth, on the 
other hand, it was desired to retain the right to decide 
constitutional cases involving the rights of the States 
and the Commonwealth inter se, and this was finally 
accepted in the Commonwealth of Australia Constitu- 
tion (s. 74) in 1900, after the Imperial Government had 
decHned to concede any wider extension of exemption 
from the appeal. It was, however, still possible to hear 
appeals on every class of case, including constitutional 

^ Apparently tins is in substitution for tbe older appeal to tbe King 
in Parliament gradually found insufficient during the intermission under 
the Tudors of Parliamentary sessions. ^ 7 & 8 Vicf . c. 69. 
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Chapter issues, from tte State Supreme Courts, aud thus to 
have constitutional issues decided by the Judicial 
Committee. A conflict of decisions^ thus arose on 
the liability of federal salaries to State taxation, and 
the High Court declined to follow the views of the 
Judicial Committee as regards appeals on matters on 
which an appeal^did not lie from the High Court itself. 
The difibculty was conveniently solved by Common- 
wealth legislation in 1907, which deprived the Supreme 
Courts of the power of deciding constitutional issues 
of this kind, so that appeals from them to the Judicial 
Committee could no longer arise and the High Court 
became sole arbiter of constitutional questions of the 
rights of the Commonwealth and the States. Provision, 
indeed, exists for allowing an appeal in such cases 
from the High Court with the assent of that body, but, 
though the power to allow appeals was once in 1913 
exercised, it has been laid down that leave wiU norm- 
ally be refused. The decision is of interest, for the 
interpretation of the Commonwealth constitution has 
been very different from that of the Canadian con- 
stitution, largely as the result of the difference of 
court. On all other matters appeals are allowed freely 
enough from both the Commonwealth and the State 
courts. 

In the case of the Union of South Africa the appeal, 
under Section 105 of the South Africa Act, 1909, is re- 
stricted to cases decided in the Appellate Division of 
the Supreme Court of South Africa, and permission to 
appeal is not freely granted. In the Irish Free State 
constitution the Union model was adopted, and there 

^ [1907] A.C. 81; Baxter v. Taxation Oommrs. (N.8. 

Wales) (19^7), 4 C.L.B. 1087. 
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was an appeal only from the Supreme Court of the ciiapter 
State, but that court was given appellate jurisdiction 
from all the decisions of the High Court, and the High 
Court had jurisdiction in all cases where the vahdity 
of the constitution was called into question, thus assur- 
ing to the Privy Council the power of deciding ulti- 
mately every constitutional issue wj^ere either party- 
desired to have its decision. In the rest of the Empire 
the appeal«is unfettered, save, of course, by the dis- 
cretion of the Judicial Co mmi ttee. * 

Appeals may come to the Judicial Committee in one 
or other of two forms: either they are brought as of 
right, without special permission from the Committee 
because the amount involved or the interests in 
question fall under categories prescribed by Order in 
Council, or local Act, as suitable for appeals; or they 
are brought on the score of special leave granted by 
the Judicial Committee or by the colonial court on its 
behalf; special leave is necessary for any appeal from 
the Supreme Courts of Canada, or the Union, or the 
High Court of the Commonwealth. 

On constitutional issues it is often obviously desir- 
able to have a decision.without the inconvenience and 
. comphcation of a concrete case; in the United King- 
dom reference may be made under the Judicial Com- 
mittee Act, 1833, Section 4, to the Privy Council,^ and 
in Canada frequent employment is made «f the right 
of referring matters to the provincial or the Supreme 
Courts for advisory judgments, from which appeals 
can be taken to the Judicial Committee. That body, 

^ The Labrador boimdary issue was thus decided (1927), 43 T.L.R. 

289; so the question of the composition of the Irish Boundary Tribunal 
in 1924, Pari, Pap. Cmd. 2214; Keith, The Constitutional Law of the 
British Dominiom, p. 275, 
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Chapter however, thougli it has on occasion given valuable 
replies, is opposed to tbe principle of such appeals, 
nor does it deem itself in any degree bound by its 
opinions on abstract issues. By an extension of this 
principle, power is given by tbe Government of Ireland 
Act, 1920, to tbe Governor or Secretary of State to 
refer to tbe Judicial Committee tbe issue of tbe validity 
of any Act of Northern Ireland, and tbe decision of 
tbe Council in sucb a case is made binding oax all courts. 
Normally, appeals from Northern Ireland be to tbe 
House of Lords, as in England and Scotland. 

Tbe decisions of tbe Judicial Committee are binding 
on all courts of tbe Empire outside tbe United King- 
dom in matters in jyarz materia, but Engbsb courts 
follow tbe Court of Appeal if it differs from tbe Privy 
Council. But tbe Committee is not absolutely bound 
by its own decisions, which are given in accordance 
with tbe voice of tbe majority without intimation of 
, dissent, nor is it bound by tbe decisions of tbe House 
iof Lords on United Kingdom appeals. Divergence of 
view between tbe two courts is rare, but not unknowm. 

To tbe appeal, as to tbe existence of every apparent 
bmitation on Dominion autenomy, exception has 
often been taken in recent years in tbe Dominions. 
It is argued ^ that it is undignified for Canada to go 
outside its bounds for judicial capacity or imparti- 
abty; that ignorance of local conditions causes errors 
in tbe decisions of tbe Privy Council; that tbe process is 
expensive and dilatory, giving unfair advantages to 
rich corporations over poor suitors; and that tbe exist- 

^ W. E. Raney, Canadian Nationality (1920); contrast A, Robinson, 
Appeals to the Privy Council in Constitutional Cases (1921); L. A. 
Taschereau, Canadian Annual Beview, 1921, p. 642; Keith, The Constitu- 
tional Law Of the British Dominions^ pp. 269-74, 
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ence of the appeal tends to lower the status and depress Chapter 

the merits of the Dominion courts. It is admitted that 1 

the legal profession on the whole approve the appeal, 
but this attitude is discounted on the score that it is 
a source of professional gain, and also gives Canadian 
counsel the profitable and interesting duty of visiting 
England to take part in appeals. Oij the other hand, 
stress is laid on the impartiahty and dignity of the 
court; on its Imperial outlook; on its value as a link 
of Empire; and on its functions in seculing uniformity 
of interpretation of such matters as the prerogative 
and constitutional law generally, of the common law, 
and of .statutes adopted in the Dominions from 
Enghsh law. The necessity of a single Appellate Court 
in prize matters was manifested clearly during the war. 

Since 1900 a proposal has been at times considered 
for the creation of a truly Imperial Court of Appeal 
through the merger in one court of the functions of the 
House of Lords as the Supreme Court of Appeal from 
United Kingdom courts and those of the Judicial 
Committee which, in addition to oversea appeals, al- 
ready hears appeals in ecclesiastical matters and in 
prize. The suggestion, .though ventilated at Imperial 
Conferences, has never led to any concrete action, 
mainly owing to indifierence both in the United King- 
dom and in the Dominions. Instead a somewhat im- 
perfect efiort has been made to secure thg service on 
the Judicial Committee from time to time of judges 
from the Dominions; the Committee includes the 
Lord Chancellor, the Lords of Appeal in Ordinary, 
and Privy Councillors who have held high judicial 
office in the United Kdngdom or in the Dominions. 

Two paid judges with Indian experience sit Indian 
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Ciiapter appeals. The sporadic^ presence of such judges is 
valuable, but in the absence of any provision for per- 
manent representation the Judicial Committee remains 
in essence a court manned by Imperial judges. It must, 
however, be added that these judges are men of 
the highest capacity and standing, whose judgments 
normally commajpd respect, though from time to time 
there is httle doubt that they are led by ignorance of 
local conditions, or the apphcation of EngMsh ideas to 
unfamUiar topfcs, into the commission of errors, a fate 
from which no court is wholly exempt. Their decisions, 
it is admitted, are always free from any political bias, 
such as might be alleged in delicate issues against 
Dominion judges. There are obvious advantages in 
allowing so difficult an issue as the marriage law of 
French Canada ^ to be decided by judges who can- 
not be accused of reflecting either the Catholicism of 
Quebec or the Protestantism of Ontario. 

It must, however, be admitted that even in Canada 
doubt has been widely felt regarding the desirability 
of the appeal in cases where no constitutional issue is 
involved. It is in fact impossible to justify the delay 
and expense involved in taking to the Privy Council 
cases turning merely on private law. In the case of the 
Unitary constitutions, arguments against the appeal 
can easily be adduced. In the Union of South Africa 
appeal has J)een permitted to remain on the assump- 
tion that it is very seldom hkely to be used and prob- 
ably only when some constitutional question arises. 

^ Fairly effective in the case of Canada, thanks to its comparative 
proximity and the generosity of its Government. 

2 Despatie v. TremUapf [1921] A.C. 701. The same consideration 
applies to educational issues involving ecclesiastical strife as in Manitoba 
(1891^6) am} Ontario (1918-20). 
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Considerable resentment was escpressed when in 1934 Cka|iter 
the Privy Council dealt with an appeal of purely civil — 1 
law, especially as the Judicial Committee has no 
special expertness in dealing with Eoman Dutch lawJ 

In the Irish Free State the appeal from the outset 
was strongly objected to as a sign of subordination and 
it was inserted only under pressure |rom the British 
Government, which contended that the necessity of 
providing sich an appeal was impHcit in the Treaty 
of 1921, since Canada, the model for* the status of 
the Free State, recognised the appeal. The argument 
ignored the fact that the appeal was vitally connected 
with the. federal character of the constitution. In 
point of fact, however, the Free State, by legislation, 
nulhfied appeals in the two cases in which they were 
allowed where private rights were affected. In the re- 
maining case, the issue of the mterpretation of the 
right to compensation to Civil servants, granted by 
the treaty, the Free State accepted jurisdiction of the 
Committee but repudiated its interpretation. When, 
on reconsideration, an error of fact having been com- 
mitted in the first judgment, the Committee reasserted 
the doctrine, the Free .State refused to carry out its 
decision and the British Government had to agree to 
pay the extra sums awarded and to alter the treaty 
to obviate further claims. The passing of the Statute 
of Westminster was inevitably taken as ju^ifying the 
abolition of the appeal, and the constitution was so 
amended in 1938.® 

In the case of criminal appeals, special considera- 

^ ^ PearlA^ra^ Gq. y. 0(M. of Union of SowtJi Afrim, [1934] A.C. 

® Keith, Letters on Imperial Rdations, 1916-^1935, pp. 145|7. 
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Chapter tions apply. There are strong reasons which render it 
most undesirable that such cases should be reviewed 
in England. On the other hand, in the smaller colonies 
the judges are inevitably subject to the risk of com- 
mitting error which might have fatal consequences. 
Accordingly a rule has been established that the Judi- 
cial Committee does not act as a Court of Criminal 
Appeal. It will^only interfere with the finding of the 
court below in a criminal case where iigjustice of a 
serious and substantial character has occurred, either 
by disregard of the proper forms of legal process, not 
merely of a technical character, or by a violation 
of principle, such as amounts to a denial pf justice. 
Such appeals are accordingly admitted from time to 
time from the Crown Colonies, the Protectorates, and 
India, but not from the Dominions. In the case of 
Canada, advantage was taken of the Statute of West- 
minster to abolish the appeal in criminal cases, al- 
though that term is wide enough to cover cases which 
turn on the interpretation of the relative powers of 
the Federation and the provinces, and which in them- 
selves may be of great constitutional interest. 


9. Int&r-Imperial Arbitration 

The development of Dominion status involved in- 
evitably the emergence of the question of devising 
some method of deciding disputes between portions of 
the Empire. So long as British supremacy was real, 
issues could be decided by the British Government, but 
by 1914 that state of affairs was outgrown. When, 
therefore, General Smuts illegally deported from the 
Union Q,ertain labour leaders, the British Govern- 
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ment was embarrassed; bad tbe men concerned been chapter 

foreigners, tbe foreign State to wbicb they ^belonged 1 

could, bave demanded arbitration over tbe legality of 
tbe expulsion, and, if tbe matter bad been pressed, tbe 
British Government would bave been obbged to demand 
arbitration, for wbicb purpose tbe then obvious tri- 
bunal was tbe Judicial Committee of tbe Privy Council. 

In sucb a case, of course, it would bave been constituted 
with full Dcflninion representation and^its function 
would bave been arbitral ratber tban judicial. A 
kindred case arose in 1920^ over tbe repudiation by 
Queensland of certain obbgations; in tbat case tbe 
persons in'tbe United Kingdom whose property was 
seriously afEected urged tbe Secretary of State to sug- 
gest arbitration, but without result. Tbe lack of any 
arrangements for settlement was felt during tbe war 
period and tbe subsequent winding-up of tbe busi- 
ness transactions in wbicb tbe British and Dominion 
Governments bad been engaged. But it was only in 
1929 tbat tbe matter took more definite shape, and tbe 
Imperial Conference of 1930 agreed on a ratber vague 
plan. Tbe essential defect of tbe project was tbat it was 
found impossible to secrire agreement to compulsory 
arbitration even of justiciable disputes between Gov- 
ernments, tbe matter being left facultative, and thus 
likely to break down on tbe first occurrence of a serious 
difference. It was agreed tbat any tribunal should be 
constituted ad hoc, though sucb a form of arbitration is 
plainly most unsatisfactory. A tribunal should consist 
of five members, none to be chosen from outside tbe 
Commonwealth; each party should select one from 
parts of tbe Commonwealth other tban those in dispute, 

^ Keith, Letters on Imperial Rdatiom, 1916-19S5, pp. 2'A-7. 
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Chapter the nominee to be a distinguished jurist, and one with- 
out restriction from the Commonwealth; these four 
choose the chairman. 

The first formal proposal for arbitration was made 
by the British Government in 1932 in respect of the 
withholding by the Free State Government of the pay- 
ments in respect of land annuities which under Mr 
Cosgrave’s regime had been regularly remitted to the 
British Treasury as a legal obhgation. Mr de Valera 
dechned to accept the proposal if it were insisted that 
the members must be Hmited to the Commonwealth, 
the view in the State favouring the appointment of a 
foreign chairman. The modification of the agreement of 
1930 was naturally unacceptable to the British Govern- 
ment, which has consistently maintained that the 
relations of parts of the Empire are not governed by 
international law so as to render appropriate an inter- 
national form of tribunal of any kind. It must, how- 
ever, be added that the British Government in stressing 
its case insisted that the vital agreement in dispute 
was binding on the Free State without ratification on 
the analogy of mternational law, an attitude rather 
inconsistent with its insistence that inter-imperial 
relations were not governed by international law. 


10. Tlie Prerogative of Mercy 

The British constitution recognises fiiUy and frankly 
the right of the executive to remit, in whole or part, 
sentences imposed by judges on any ground, though it 
is unusual for the executive to intervene in cases of 
penalties inflicted for contempt of court, since such 
action %ught tend to weaken the position of the judici- 
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ary. The review of penalties and punishments, which is Ch^ter 

thus carried out by the executive, is essentially distinct 

from judicial review by a superior court; it is not based 
on any question of superior judgment of matters of 
law, but on considerations which cannot effectively, or 
at all, be taken into account in judicial proceedings. 

It is one of the most essential of the royal preroga- 
tives and, as appertaining necessarily to the execu- 
tive govemflient, it is possessed by the Lieutenant- 
Governors of Canada in respect of offences against pro- 
vincial enactments, though these are not crimes in the 
strictest sense of the term. Moreover, it is very rare 
that it is*in any way regulated by statute save in so 
far as it is necessary to enable the Crown to remit sums 
due to private persons {e.g. informers under penal 
statutes),^ for it is a discretionary authority, which 
would lose rather than gain by any effort at precise 
defirdtion. 

The personal intervention of the Crown in this regard 
disappeared in the United Kingdom during the begin- 
ning of Queen Victoria’s reign,® owing to the manifest 
unsuitability of such issues for a young girl to decide, 
and, though appeals are sent to the King, they are 
always referred to the Home Secretary. But it was 
natural and desirable that in the early days of colonial 
development the Governor should be invested with a 
personal responsibihty, which enjoined oa him the 
necessity in capital cases of deciding on his own per- 
sonal view, although he was to receive the advice of 
ministers. It was only in 1878, on the revision of the 
instruments regarding the constitutional position of 

^ Offm V. 'Em Empire, Ltd. (1931), 48 TX.E. 8. 

^ 7 Will. IV. and 1 Viet. c. 77. 
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Chapter the Govemor-Genexal of Canada, that the personal 
JL. element as a general rule was eliminated for that 
Dominion, and the Governor-General expected to act 
on ministerial advice save when any Imperial interest 
might be afiected by his action. Not until fourteen 
years later was the same rule extended to the Australian 
Colonies and New Zealand, as the result of the repre- 
sentations of New Zealand ministers that the issue was 
essentially one^ appertaining to internal goTvermnent in 
which the Governor should have no formal share. In 
truth, the dangers of leaving the matter in ministerial 
hands, which in the early days of the Colonies were 
formidable, had gradually ceased to be of inaportance, 
and the old rule became indefensible. Yet in New- 
foundland it was not until 1908 that the new practice 
came into operation, the Governor having previously 
been expected to act on his own decision; and even 
now under the instructions in force in the Union of 
South Africa the Governor-General has a personal 
responsibihty in capital cases. In the Dominions 
generally, however, the Cabinet exercises the decision 
in capital cases, and, as in the United Kingdom, strong 
and efiective resistance is offered to any attempt on the 
part of the legislature to intervene in the matter, which 
is obviously one of the most unsuitable topics with 
which a legislature can attempt, to deal. 

Imperial: intervention is thus practically unknowm; 
it is true that a petition to the Crown may be received 
from a criminal in an oversea territory, but, although 
the power to pardon is vested in the Crown, it is the 
invariable practice to refer the petitioner to the re- 
sponsible government, nor is any pressure brought to 
bear on" those governments. The practice of adopting 
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banisliment as a punisliraent for certain offences has, Ch^ter 

however, evoked the rule that such banishpient must i L 

not. apply to British subjects or naturaUsed residents 
of the territory concerned, a rule the propriety of which 
is obvious, seeing that the Imperial Government itself 
in its legislation takes power to expel ahens but not 
British subjects, and, since no other country would 
receive them, all banished British subjects would 
necessarily firift to the United Eangdom. 


11. The Honours Prerogative 

The prerogative of granting honorary distinctions of 
every kind, from memberships of the peerage down to 
minor distinctions, rests with the Crown, and this pre- 
rogative is one which is not delegated to Governors, but 
is exercised on the advice of the Imperial Government 
directly by the Crown. In the case of the United King- 
dom itself there remains to the Crown a personal dis- 
cretion in regard to the award of honours, the extent of 
which it is impossible exactly to define. The position is 
summed up in the following terms by the Royal Com- 
mission on Honours of i 922 ; “The King is the fountain 
of honour, and all grants are made by him, but in the 
selection of the recipients of the grants, as in other 
things, he is in use to act, not on his own initiative, but 
on the advice of his ministers. The minister responsible 
for advising is the Prime Minister, except in certain 
special cases, e.g. the Order of St. Michael and St. George, 
naval, military, and air force honours. Orders of the 
Star of India and of the Indian Empire, where the 
minister in charge tenders his advice direct. With these 
exceptions and that of the Royal Victorian Order, 
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Chapter wMch. is a private order and is bestowed by tbe Edng 
alone and^upon Ms own selection/ no grant of honour 
is ever made by the King except upon the recom- 
mendation of the Prime Minister. Even in the case in 
wMch the King might wish that an order or a peerage 
should be given to a member of his own household, the 
recommendation would appear on the Prime Minister’s 
hst.” TMs statement is possibly a httle misleading in 
the emphasis of its distinctions; it must not be thought 
that the Secretary of State for the Colonies, or for 
India, is free at his unfettered discretion to exercise the 
right of recommending honours, or that the Prime 
Minister has no power of suggesting appointments to 
the orders normally reserved for control by the Secre- 
taries of State. Similarly the Mghest awards for mih- 
tary, naval, and air service could not be made without 
the concurrence of the Prime Minister, wMle, as regards 
foreign services, the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Afiairs has the same power of recommendation as has 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, for matters 
falling within the sphere of his department, and the 
Permanent Secretary to the Treasury is consulted on 
honours for Civil servants of aH departments. The King 
again may make suggestions for appointment to any 
order, and he has essentially the right to object to being 
asked to confer orders in excessive numbers, or on 
persons not of unquestioned reputation. TMs is, of 
course, especially the case in regard to the Mghest 
orders, such as the Garter, the Thistle, the Order of 
St. Patrick, the CompanionsMp of Honour, and the 

^ So on tlie occasion of tlie Duke of Gloucester’s visit to Australia and 
New Zealand in 1934-6, Tke King apparently may claim as req^uiring Ms 
personal ifiitiation tke Order of Merit: Lee, King Edward VII. ii. 98, 99. 
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Order of Merit, wMch. must be regarded as involving Chapter 

the deliberate and mteUigent approval of the Crown, 1 

which on the other hand cannot be expected lo scrutin- 
ise recommendations for minor honours. 

The necessities of the war induced the establish- 
ment of the Order of the British Empire, and the in- 
discriminate distribution of that honour has certainly 
diminished the value of orders generally; moreover, 
during the war, and after it, the care taken in making 
appointments to the various orders and to other dis- 
tinctions was called somewhat vehemently into ques- 
tion by public opinion. The matter came to a head in 
the United Kingdom in the Parliamentary session of 
1922, as the result of well-founded allegations that 
offers had been made by certain persons to men of 
some standing to secure them hereditary honours in 
return for contributions to pohtical party funds. The 
Royal Commission,^ which the Grovernonent was com- 
pelled, in view of the feeling of Parhament, to appoint, 
received evidence convincing them of the dangers of 
the position, and recommended as a means of pre- 
venting the abuse of the practice of granting honours 
for political services the,establishment of a Committee 
of three Privy Councillors, selected from among persons 
not members of the G-overnment for the duration of 
the ministry. To this body there should be submitted 
the name of any person on whom for politiog-l services 
an honour was to be bestowed, with a statement of 
the grounds for the proposal, an assurance from the 
Patronage Secretary that no payment to party funds 
was connected in any way with the suggestion, and 
the name of the person who originally suggested the 
1 Fod, Fap, Cmd, 1789, 
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Chapter grant of the honour. If the Comnoittee reported against 
the grant, and the Prime Minister still decided to 
recommend it, the report of the Committee should 
be laid before the King. The suggestion was accepted 
by Mr Bonar Law as Prime Minister, and brought into 
operation with regard to the list of pohtical honours 
at the beginning of 1923. Further in 1925 was passed 
the Honours (Prevention of Abuses) Act, which has 
checked some of the worst features of •a disgraceful 
system.’- 

In other cases the responsibility remains wholly 
with the Prime Minister, subject to the duty imposed 
on certain other persons of aiding him inrhis work. 
Thus the recommendations for appointment to the 
Order of the British Empire are dealt with by the 
Secretary of State for Home Affairs, as a means of 
focusing the various claims, while the numbers of 
members to be appointed have been regiilated so as to 
check the excesses of the past. As regards Civil Service 
honours, the Secretary to the Treasury has a re- 
sponsibihty to the Prime Minister for advice. A special 
rule is laid down by the Commission regarding honours 
for Imperial services. The ri^t of the Prime Minister 
to make recommendations of this kind is admitted, 
but it is suggested that the Prime Minister should com- 
municate his intention to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies in the case of any person domiciled, or 
recently domiciled, in the oversea^ Dominions, so that 
the Grovernor, and the Prime Minister in the case of 
a territory possessing responsible government, may 

^ ^ Cf. Maundy Gregory, In re (1934), 60 T.L.R. 492; money paid for an 

honour cannot be xecoyered: Farhinam t. College of Arribuhme, [ 1925 ] 
2 K.B. 1/i 
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be consulted before tbe recommendation is formally Chapter 

made. It is significant that the constitution of the L 

Irish Free State expressly provides that no title of 
honour in respect of any service rendered in or in 
relation to the Irish Free State may be conferred on 
any citizen of the Irish Free State except with tbe 
approval, or upon the advice, of the Executive Council 
of the State. In the case of Northern Ireland it appears 
that the recommendation of the Prime Minister of that 
territory is similarly regarded as the proper ground on 
which appointments to honours should be made. 

There is no ground to suppose that honorary dis- 
tinctions in general have become rmpopular in the 
United Kingdom. It is true that Mr Henderson, as 
Labour representative on the Eoyal Commission on 
Honours, suggested that the cessation of the grant of 
honours for political services was the only efiective 
remedy against the misuse of the grant of honours for 
party services, on the ground that, as the Committee 
of the Privy Council would be appointed from among 
supporters of the administration of the day, it was 
improbable that in practice the element of political 
contributions to parl^ funds could be ignored in 
making selections; but in 1924 and 1929-31 Labour 
seemed to delight in such distinctions and in all the 
formahties of Court etiquette. 

In the case of the Dominion of Canada tlae objection 
to the distribution of honours had come to a head long 
before the indiscretions of the Imperial G-overnment in 
1922 led to the efiective protests of the two houses of 
Parliament. In the early days of Colonial Government 
there was certainly no objection to such honours being 
conferred. But the growth of democratic suntiments 
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Chapter rendered their bestowal somewhat invidious, and, 
though Sir Wilfrid Laurier was induced in 1897 to 
accept the G.C.M.Gr., he did so with reluctance, and as 
time went on increasingly regretted his action. But 
the matter might not have emerged from obscurity 
except for the adoption of the ill-advised practice 
of conferring hereditary honours on Dominion resi- 
dents, or persons like Lord Beaverbrook therein 
domiciled, and the introduction of the sew British 
Empire Order,' entailing the offer of a large number 
of distinctions for Canada. The matter was taken up 
keenly in the Dominion House of Commons, which 
enunciated, in 1918, the principle that no honour 
should be conferred on a British subject ordinarily 
resident in Canada, save on the recommendation of, 
or with the approval of, the Prime Minister of the 
Dominion; that no hereditary title should be conferred 
on such British subjects; and that steps should be 
taken to terminate the hereditary character of such 
hereditary honours as had already been conferred. 
Even this, however, failed to meet Canadian feeling, 
and in the following year, 1919, the further position 
was adopted that no title of honour should be con- 
ferred on any British subject domiciled or ordinarily 
resident in Canada, save such appellations as were of 
a professional or vocational character or which ap- 
pertained te an ofl&ce, and an earnest request was made 
for legislation to extinguish the hereditary effect of 
honours already granted. It is not surprising that 
it was impossible for the Imperial Government to 
introduce legislation to effect the latter result, since 
it was deeply indebted to one of the peers involved 
and legislation to change the hereditary character in 
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any case of the peerage would raise difUculties with 
many sections of British opinion, including quarters 
whence party funds are largely derived. But the prin- 
ciple of not awarding honours to Canadians was 
adhered to, so long as Canada retained its view, while 
the principle is nominally accepted that no award of 
any honour to persons normally resident in the 
Dominions shall be made save with the assent of the 
Dominion Prime Minister. The rule, it must be ad- 
mitted, has been gravely violated in practice in one 
or two cases, but it has been expressly admitted in 
principle. Nor, indeed, is it possible to reconcile any 
other rule with the principles of responsible govern- 
ment. 

The award of medals and min or decorations also 
rests on the prerogative, but as regards these matters 
local legislation has been undertaken, and medals in 
the Domirdon naval and military forces, where these 
exist, are granted in virtue of regulations made under 
these Acts. It would also be competent to create 
honorary distinctions locally,^ but there is to such dis- 
tinctions the objection that they would be valid only 
locally, and thus would compare unfavourably with 
the distinctions awarded by the Crown which are 
vahd throughout the Empire, save in the improbable 
event of their being declared nugatory by legislation 
in any part of it. This is the ground whieh explains 

1 A suggestion made in January 1923, in the Union of South Africa* 
Even in Canada foreign orders are readily accepted: Canadian Annual 
Beview, 1921, pp. 187 f. See House of Commons Debates, March 19, 
1923, Quebec has an Order of Agricultural Merit. In 1933 Canada 
resumed recommendations for honours, Mr Bennett unconstitutionally 
arguing that he was not bound by the resolution of 1919, instead of 
obtaining its rescission. The issue will be revived if the Liberal party 
regains power. 
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Chapter wliy it is impossible to concede to any Dominion the 
JL. right of nmestricted nomination for honours; as the 
awards are Imperial, the responsibility must be Im- 
perial, and due recognition of Dominion rights is 
afforded by conceding to them the sole right of de- 
ciding what Dominion subjects shall be awarded such 
honours, as may properly be made available for the 
Dominions, having regard to the necessity of limiting 
the total numbers awarded in the Empire. This prin- 
ciple was expressly conceded by Canada in 1918, when 
it was contemplated that the right of the Imperial 
Government to fix the number of honorary distinctions 
to be awarded to Canada should be recognised, but the 
recipients should be selected by Canada. 

It is by the Crown also that the rule is laid down 
under which members of the Executive Councils of 
the Dominions are entitled to the style of Honourable 
while they remain such members, a distinction en- 
joyed by Senators of Canada and the Union of South 
Africa, Legislative Councillors, except in the Canadian 
provinces, and by the Speakers of Lower Houses. 
The permanent retention of the prefix may be granted 
after three years’ service as an Executive Councillor 
or a year as Premier; members of Legislative Councils 
and Senators may have it after ten years’ service and 
Presidents and Speakers after three. Local use is per- 
mitted to»members of the executives and legislatures 
of Crown Colonies. In India the estabhshment of a 
bicameral legislature resulted in the confining of the 
distinction to members of the Council of State; in the 
federation a hke rule may apply. 

As a mark of distinction, Governors-General and 
their wives are entitled to the style of Excellency in 
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all circumstances; Governors and officers acting as Ciapter 
such only while in the local area of the Government. 

In the case of Lieutenant-Governors the style of His 
Honour is accorded in the Canadian provinces, that of 
Honourable to A dmini strators in the Union of South 
Africa, while Imperial recognition of the style of 
Honourable has been granted to Dominion judges, 
both while in office and on retirement. Locally colonial 
judges are sliyled His Honour. 


12. The National Ensign 

The enHgns of the Empire are determined by the 
executive under sanction given by various Acts of 
Parliament, including the Acts for the Union of 
Scotland and Ireland.^ The common flag of the Empire 
is the Union Flag, without any badge, which may be 
displayed by any British subject, and which is the 
Imperial flag proper. Without the addition of the 
badge of the Colony it is to be flown daily at the 
Government Houses throughout the British domin- 
ions. The red ensign without any modification is pre- 
scribed as the proper national flag for all vessels and 
boats belonging to British subjects, except in the case 
of His Majesty’s ships and boats, and any other ships 
or boats which are permitted by warrant from the 
King or the Admiralty to bear other naticnal flags. 
Under such authority armed vessels belonging to 
colonial governments carry the blue ensign with the 
colom'al arms or badge embroidered in the fly and a 
pendant; when not armed, the blue ensign without a 

1 6 Anne, c. 11, Art. i.; 39 & 40 Geo. III. o. 67, Art. i.; 67 & 68 Viot. o. 60, 
ss. 73, 745. 
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Chapter pendant; in the case of the Dominion forces of Aus- 
traha and Canada, the agreement of 1911 provides 
that the white ensign is to be hoisted at the stem as a 
symbol of the authority of the Crown and the dis- 
tinctive flag of the Dominion at the jack-staff. In the 
case of the Dominions generally, merchant vessels 
have received authority to bear the red ensign with 
the Dominion badge, and in the Colonies generally, 
ensigns with such a badge may be borne iif addition to 
the red ensign. On land the Dominion flag has been 
adopted for the use of the Commonwealth military 
forces; similarly, the Dominion flag is also the national 
flag for all purposes in New Zealand under an Act of 
1901, and in Newfoimdland. 

In the case of the Irish Free State, the determination 
of the flag has been left to the State, which has decided, 
perhaps inevitably, against any perpetuation of the 
Union flag, and adopted a tricolour.^ In the rest of the 
Empire, except the Union of South Africa, there seems 
to be a clear realisation of the value of the expression 
of Imperial unity by the use of one flag, and the 
defacement of the Union Jack by the badges of the 
Dominions and Colonies seems^admirably calculated to 
secure the recognition of that diversity in unity which 
is the essential feature of the Empire.® 

^ Ships belonging to British subjects (including citizens of the Free 
State) can a»ly carry flags on the principle of the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894, s. 73, which Irish legislation could not prior to the Statute 
of Westminster, 1931, override. The matter now can be dealt with at 
discretion, and legislation is contemplated. 

® An Imperial stamp has been suggested, but the project has failed 
to materialise. The arms adopted by Dominions are approved by the 
King, e.g. the new arms of Canada (Kovember 21, 1921), Coinage designs 
are decided locally in those oases where, as in Canada, Imperial coin- 
ages are not in exclusive use; such coinages may be made by Imperial 
legislation^Valid throughout the Empire, and there are branches of the 
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In the case of the Union of South Africa, after much Chapter 
pohtical strife, in 1927 a compromise "was, achieved, — 1 
under which the Union has two flags, the Union J ack 
to denote the association of the Union with the other 
members of the British Commonwealth of Nations, and 
the National flag, whose design is three horizontal 
stripes, orange, white, and blue; the three flags. Union 
Jack, the old Free State flag, and the Transvaal Yier- 
kleur, occupying the central stripe. Both flags are flown 
from the houses of Parhament, the principal Govern- 
ment buildings of the capitals of the Union and the pro- 
vinces, at seaports and at Government ofidoes overseas.^ 


13. The Channels of Inter-Imperial Communication 

The equahty of status between the United Kingdom 
and the Dominions is marked by the rule that the 
Prime Ministers of the units are entitled to communi- 
cate direct with one another, and that the use of the 
Dominions Office as a channel of communication is 
facultative. On the other hand, it is plain that either 
the Prime Minister hims elf must have a department on 
the hues of the Donainiens Office, or the less important 
part of work affecting Dominion relations must be 
undertaken by some subordinate minister. There are, 
therefore, grounds of convenience for the existence 

Royal Mint in Australia and South Africa, regulated under the Imperial 
Act by Dominion legislation; the Ottawa branch in 1931 feE under 
Dominion legislative control only. 

Distinctive local coinages, superseding the use of British silver, which 
has in consequence been withdrawn on generous terms by the Royal 
Mint, have been set up in the Irish Free State, the Commonwealth of 
Australia and New Zealand (1935) under local legislation. * 

^ Cf. Keith, Letters on Imperial Belations, 1916-1935^ pp. 73, 74; Union 
Nationality and Mags Act, No. 40 of 1927, ch. ii. 
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Ckapter of tte Secretaryship of State for Dominion Affairs, 
though when first created it was held together with the 
Colonial Secretaryship, and even since the two of&ces 
were separated in 1930 the departments as regards all 
hut the higher posts are liable to interchange in point 
of staff. This rule is clearly a historic survival without 
justification; there is more point in the suggestion of 
Mr Fisher at the Imperial Conference of 1911 that 
the Dominions, should be placed in the sphere of the 
Foreign Ofl&ce. An essential part of the work of the 
Foreign Office is securing that through the Dominions 
Office the Dominions are kept in close touch with the 
development of foreign relations in all regards. 

The Dominions Office, however, has functions of its 
own to perform. The Secretary of State is bound to 
keep in touch with the Dominions in all aspects of their 
development; he has to keep them in touch with 
developments of British affairs outside the sphere of 
foreign relations, and be the channel of communication 
in issues such as those of ceremonial and honours of all 
kinds. But the existence of this minis ter does not 
interfere with direct communications between any of 
his governments and the King.oThe Irish Free State in 
1931 and the Union of South Africa in 1934 have 
secured the royal approval of their own seals, and deal 
direct with the Crown, and any other Dominion may do 
so at pleasure; thus the appointment of the G-overnor- 
Generalof Canada in 1930 and 1935 alike was arranged 
without British mediation. 

Normally, however, communications between the 
Dominions and the United Kingdom deal with matters 
not personal to the King, and the channels of com- 
mumcation are in the main two. In the first place the 
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Departments in the Dominions concerned with, ex- Chapter 
ternal affairs can communicate direct witk^tlie Do- 
minions Ofl&ce; in the second place communications can 
pass through the High Commissioners for the Do- 
minions in London, and the High Commissioners or 
officers acting for them whom the British Government 
has appointed to Canada (1928), and to the Union of 
South Africa and the Commonwealth of Austraha in 
1930-31. ThS presence of these officers as of haison 
officers in the Foreign Office or in the Dominions 
affords an opportunity for close personal touch which 
is of high value. New Zealand — and Newfoundland 
when autonomous — adhered to the use of the Gover- 
nor-General as the channel of communication, a pro- 
cedure which has the advantage of securing for the 
office of Governor-General a man of much higher 
pohtical capacity than is possible under the system 
which ascribes to the Governor-General mainly cere- 
monial functions, or the fostering of Dominion dra- 
matic or aesthetic tastes. In the case of the Union the 
High Commissioner takes charge of British relations 
with Basutoland, Swa 2 dland, and the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate. , 

Eelations with the AustraHan States pass through 
the Governors or the Agents-General of the States in 
London. But long practice renders it usual for pohtical 
communications to pass through the Governors, and 
the Governors in any case are fuUy informed of any 
matters brought to the notice of the Dominions 
Secretary by the Agents-General. Their sphere lies 
rather in the region of commerce and finance. 

Southern Ehodesia, though not a Dominion, being 
controlled by the British Government in external 

G. 
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Chapter afiairs and supervised in respect of native issues 
JL. through,^ the High Commissioner in South Africa, is 
in communication with the Dominions Office, and 
is represented in London by a High Commissioner. 
Newfoundland for the time being communicates 
through the Governor, and the High Commissioner- 
ship in London is in abeyance. 

The Dominions Office is of the usual type of the 
office of a Secretary of State. There is a Parhamentary 
Under-Secretary, a Permanent Under-Secretary, and 
two Assistant Under-Secretaries; it is divided into four 
Departments, and shares a Legal Adviser with the 
Colonial Office. Part of it is the Oversea «Settlement 
Department, subordinate to a Committee presided 
over by the Parhamentary Under-Secretary as Chair- 
man; which contains representatives of the British 
Government, the Dominions, States, and Provinces, 
and five private members. It is charged with licensing 
of passage brokers and agents and of emigration 
societies, and the dissemination of information and 
advice on accommodation and health on board ship. 
The Empire Settlement Act, 1922, has been ad- 
ministered under its advice* and its annual reports 
have been supplemented by special enquiries into 
emigration pohcy. 

The promotion of commercial relations is the task 
of the Empire Division of the Department of Overseas 
Trade. It is represented in the Dominions and India by 
fifteen Trade Commissioners, and there are Commis- 
sioners in Kenya, Trinidad and Jamaica, and Singapore. 

Canada has entrusted to the Prime Minister as 
Secretary of State for External Affairs since 1912 the 
conduct of her external relations, whether with the 
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United Eangdom or the foreiga States or other Glister 

Dominions. The International Joint Comi^sission for 

the settlement of boundary waters disputes with the 
United States, though an independent tribunal, works 
in close connection with the Department. The High 
Commissioner in London, estabhshed in 1880, has of 
late assumed greater importance as a chaimel of com- 
munication with the Dominions OflB.ce; subordinate 
to bim is ^he Canadian Air Liaison ^OflBcer. Some 
provinces maintain Agents-General — Ontario, Quebec, 
and British Columbia in special; their functions are 
commercial, and in political matters they have no 
access to the British G-ovemment, as the provinces are 
themselves cut off from direct contact with the Crown. 

In Austraha the Prime Minister takes direct charge 
of relations with other parts of the Empire, and rela- 
tions with foreign States are dehberately conducted 
through British agencies,^ a suggestion of Japan in 
favour of diplomatic appointments beiug declined in 
1934. Touch with foreign affairs is maintained especi- 
ally through the External Affairs Ofl&cer in London 
attached to the High Commissioner’s oflBce, who is 
in close communication with the Do mini ons and the 
Foreign OflBces. The responsible department for ex- 
ternal affairs in the Commonwealth is at present dis- 
sociated from the office of Prime Minister, but works 
in close relation. The High Commissioner is increas- 
ingly employed as a means of personal touch with the 
British Government, but does not form the normal 
channel of communication on pohtical issues. 

^ For an occasional direct exchange of relations see the Belgium 
agreement, November 19, 1934 (Minister of Trade and Consul'Greneral 
at Canberra). • 
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Chapter In New Zealand the Prime Minister normally acts 
as Minister of External Affairs, and communications 
pass through the Governor-General, the DoiDoinions 
Office, Foreign Office, etc., as formerly, no change 
having been made in view of the attainment of Do- 
minion status, save in the case of League of Nations 
affairs, in which New Zealand acts direct, and occa- 
sionally in commercial relations as in negotiations 
with Japan in 1928 and Belgium in 193S. The High 
Commissioner is not a normal charmel of political 
intercourse. 

In the Union the Prime Minister is also Minister for 
External Affairs, and the Union is widely represented 
in foreign countries. The High Commissioner in Lon- 
don is aided by a PoHtical Secretary in touch with the 
External Affairs Department in South Africa. As in 
the case of Austraha and New Zealand, the Prime 
Minister undertakes responsibility for the mandated 
territory of the Dominion. 

The Irish Free State has a Department of External 
Affairs, which is not controlled by the President of the 
Executive Council directly, and a High Commissioner 
in London, who is very freely used for negotiations with 
the British Government as in the case of the agreement 
of 1936 regarding exchange of concessions as to coal 
and cattle imports. 

For th*& Colonies, Protectorates, and other depend- 
encies the British Government is represented by the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. All political matters 
are dealt with through the Governor or other head of 
the local govermnent, and only in commercial and 
financial matters is action taken by the Crown Agents 
for the'Colonies. 
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Indian government is in a process of transition, and Chapter 
tlie full development of Dominion status Lt^s not 7 et 
been attained. Tbe Indian Grovemment in external re- 
lations normally must act through the India OjB&ce and 
the Foreign Office. Only in minor issues respecting 
supply of information may it deal direct with the 
League of Nations. It has, however, a wider right of 
communication direct with the British Dominions, and 
since 1927 las been represented in the Union of South 
Africa by a High Commissioner charged with matters 
affecting the relations to the Union Government of 
the Indian poptxlation. It is also customary to choose 
officers of Indian experience for such posts as British 
Minister to Afghanistan or Nepal or even Tibet, and 
India supphes the consular officers in Afghanistan, 

Persia, Arabia, and Kashgar. Through the Governor- 
General, Indian contact with foreign issues is close and 
constant, and this contact will remain unaffected by 
the change of constitution, though in increasing degree 
the Governor-General will aim at securing the co- 
operation of the federal ministry and legislature in 
Indian foreign relations. The High Commissioner is not 
entrusted with pohtical functions, nor normally with 
commercial negotiations. But at the Ottawa Con- 
ference of 1932 the Indian delegation was based on 
India House, and communicated with the Government 
through the Hugh Commissioner. This procedure was 
chosen to emphasise the self-determination of India in 
commercial matters. 



CHAPTER III 


THE FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE EMPIRE 

1. The Unity of the Empire in International Law 

Chapter The gTowtli in population and power of tM Dominions 
and of India, wliicli was manifested so remarkably in 
the late war, has necessarily raised in a difficult form 
the question of the unity of the British Empire in the 
eyes of international law. No such issue could arise 
so long as the oversea possessions of the Crown were 
politically undeveloped, and only too glad to allow the 
whole burden, and therefore the control, of foreign 
afiairs to rest in the hands of the United Kingdom. In 
international afiairs the Imperial Government was re- 
sponsible to foreign powers, and accordingly its voice 
was decisive in these matters; Austraha and New 
Zealand might complain of opportunities of acquisi- 
tion lost in New Guinea, the New Hebrides, or Samoa, 
Newfoundland of French or American encroachments, 
and the Cape of the German occupation of South-West 
Africa, but these complaints were matters concerning 
the internal relations of the Empire alone. In the 
many disputes which arose between the United States 
and Canada, the Government of the United States 
from time to time made it plain that the quarrel lay 
between the Imperial Government and the United 
States, and that, whatever the autonomy of the 
Dominion ia internal afiairs, for international purposes 
the Imperial Government was solely responsible. 

86 
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To wtat extent has this position been changed by Ciapter 
the warl Has the British Empire been divided up as 
the outcome of the conflict into a group of States: 
the United Kingdom, the Irish Free State, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and India, each 
with its dependencies, which collectively constitute the 
Empire, but each of which has a distinct existence as 
a unit of international law? For this, of course, there 
is the classidhl parallel of the long period (1714-1837) 
when Hanover was ruled by British kings but each 
State was a distinct international unit. To achieve such 
a result, however, it would be necessary both that the 
Governments concerned should aim at this goal and 
that foreign States should recognise the result as 
reached. Neither of these requisites has been in general 
fulfilled in this case, except in the hmited and special 
degree implied in the Covenant of the League of 
Nations. The Covenant, however, makes no definite 
attempt to give its members the full status of units of 
international law; it contemplates the admission to 
membership of any fuUy self-governing Colony which 
can give effective guarantees of its sincere intention to 
observe its international obligations; it assumes thus 
that a territory can be a Colony, that is, not an in- 
dependent State, be fully self-governing, and possess 
international obhgations, which prima facie cannot 
attach at all to a Colony as such, seeing that^n inter- 
national obligation normally and properly must be 
incumbent on an international person and not on a 
dependency. No light is thus thrown on the real posi- 
tion of the Dominions and India in international law 
beyond the sphere covered by the Covenant of the 
League. 
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Chapter The position, accordingly, can best he gauged by 
reference^ to cases unafiected by naembership of the 
League. It was at one time claimed that the proceed- 
ings in connection with the signature of the Peace 
Treaties of 1919 were conclusive evidence that the 
Dominions and India enjoy the same international 
position as the lesser European and American powers, 
and the claim is supported by the undeniable fact that, 
at the instance of the British Governmefit, the Peace 
Conference agreed to permit representation at Plenary 
Conferences to delegates of the Dominions and India, 
and that the treaties of peace were signed not only by 
the British delegates proper, but also by ther Dominion 
and Indian representatives. But the argument is in- 
conclusive. The Dominions and India, though allowed 
the right of expressing their views separately in respect 
of their special interests, were still primarily repre- 
sented by the British delegation, which ■yras formally 
styled the British Empire delegation, and on which 
the Dominions and India were able to secure repre- 
sentation from time to time by the use of the panel 
system. Similarly the treaties were signed for the 
British Empire as a whole, though by representatives of 
different portions, and not separately for each part of 
the Empire. Moreover, it is essential to remember that 
the representatives of the Crown were all appomted 
on the formal recommendation of the Imperial Govern- 
ment to the Crown. The various Dominion Govern- 
ments and the Government of India approved their 
acting as representatives of these territories and gave 
them authority so to act, but their international com- 
petence was derived not from these powers, but from 
the foMual Full Powers issued to them rmder the royal 
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sign-manual and the counter-signature of the Secre- Chapter 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs. Not less decisive is 
the fact that, contemporaneously vdth the signature of 
the Peace Treaty of Versailles, a tripartite agreement 
was entered into by the Crown with the United States 
and France to secure aid to the latter power in the 
event of aggression from Germany. The treaty was 
signed only by Mr D. Lloyd George and Mr A. J. 
Balfour, and by no Dominion or Indian representative, 
but it expressly provided that “the present Treaty 
shall impose no obligation upon any of the Dominions 
of the British Empire unless, and until, it is approved 
by the Parliament of the Dominion concerned”. The 
conclusion is plain; the signatures of the British repre- 
sentatives were sufl&cient to bind the whole of the 
Empire, and it was, therefore, necessary to exempt 
the Dominions from its operation by expressly pro- 
viding for their case.’^ 

The same doctrine of the continuance of Imperial 
unity for purposes of international law is clearly ex- 
pressed in the outcome of the negotiations which took 
place between the Imperial and Canadian Govern- 
ments in 1919-20 on the question of the diplomatic 
representation of Canada at Washington. Had Canada 
attained the status of an international unit, it would 
have been a matter of course that arrangements should 
have been made direct between Washington and 
Ottawa for an exchange of diplomatists. But no such 
conclusion was drawn from the facts of the negotiation 
of the peace treaties by either party. The net result of 

^ Similarly tli© renewals of arbitration treaties for the Empire were 
signed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs alone, with 
Denmark, May 1, 1922 {Farl. Pap. Cmd. 1744). 
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Chapter the negotiations, as announced in the Imperial House 
of Commpns by BIr Bonar Law on May 10, 1920, was 
agreement that the King “on the advice of his Can- 
a^an ministers, shall appoint a Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary who will have charge of Canadian affairs, and will 
be at all times the ordinary channel of communication 
with the United States Government in matters of 
purely Canadian concern, acting upon instructions^ 
from, and rejgorting direct to the Canadian Govern- 
ment. In the absence of the Ambassador the Canadian 
Minister will take charge of the whole Embassy, and 
of the representation of Imperial as well as Canadian 
interests. He will be accredited by His Majesty to the 
President with the necessary powers for the purpose. 
This new arrangement wiU not denote any departure, 
either on the part of the British Government or of 
the Canadian Government, from the principle of the 
diplomatic unity of the British Empire.” The Minister 
Plenipotentiary, it will be noted, was to be granted 
powers by the Crown, in accordance, of course, with 
the wishes of the Dominion Government, but on the 
formal recommendation of the Imperial Government 
through the Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 
He would, therefore, have spoken even on purely 
Canadian matters not as the mere representative 
of Canada, but as the representative of the Empire 
specially -selected on grounds of knowledge to deal with 
a special branch of Imperial interests, and therefore 
deriving his instructions from that Government within 
the Empire which was immediately concerned.^ Even 

^ See below, Chap. IV. s. 1. 

* Compare Mr A. Meigheii’s doctrine at the Imperial Conference of 
1921 that Canada’s views on her relations with the United States should 
prevail ioPevery case [Canadian Annual Eeview, 1921, p, 78), 
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SO, it was seriously doubted in Canada bow far such an Chapter 

appointment was bkely to be efiective, and, dqppite the 1 

agreement of 1920, the appointment was dehberately 
left in abeyance both by the then Government and its 
successor, though it was approved by Mr Mackenzie 
King’s Administration. 

Equally suggestive was the procedure adopted at 
the Washington Conference which culminated in the 
important a|reements regarding limitation of naval 
armaments and replacing by a broader convention the 
Anglo- Japanese alliance of 1911. At the Imperial Con- 
ference of 1921, agreement was reached that the British 
Government should represent the whole Empire at 
Washington. In view, however, of the vital importance 
of the subjects to be considered at the Conference on 
Disarmament, it was felt to be very desirable that the 
Dominions should be represented by their Prime 
Ministers; but this proved impossible, and other 
nominees attended as representatives of Canada, 
Austraha, New Zealand, and India, South Africa 
adhering to the original arrangement. The treaties 
were signed, as in the case of the peace treaties for the 
whole Empire, by the British, Dominion, and Indian 
delegates, the latter signing expressly for the Do- 
minions and India respectively. The delegates were all 
given full powers by the King, under the counter- 
signature of the Secretary of State for Eoreignr Affairs; 
m the eyes of the other powers and in their own -view 
they formed a single Imperial delegation, representing 
the whole of the Empire.^ 

The conclusion to be derived was that the Empire 
remained a unit of international law, which could be 
1 Pari. Pap. Cmd. 1627. 
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Chapter bound by treaties entered into by any plenipoten- 
tiaries d^ly accredited by tbe Crown on tbe advice of 
tbe Imperial Government. From tbe point of view of 
international law tbe composition of tbe delegation, 
wbicb treated regarding tbe conclusion of treaties and 
signed tbe agreements arrived at, was a matter of 
indifierence; these were purely internal matters, vital 
from tbe Imperial point of view, but negligible in 
international relations. Similarly tbe Ratification of 
tbe peace treaties and tbe Wasbington agreements 
was an act of tbe Cmwn on tbe advice of tbe Imperial 
Government; tbe fact that this advice was tendered 
only after tbe Dominion and Indian Governments bad 
concurred and bad obtained tbe approval of tbeir Par- 
baments was a matter of fundamental constitutional 
importance; but it lay outside tbe ptirview of inter- 
national law. Tbe Government of tbe United States 
issued but a single invitation to tbe Imperial Govern- 
ment to be represented at tbe Wasbington Conference, 
and explained, with perfect propriety, when com- 
plaints appeared in tbe press regarding tbe omission 
of an invitation to tbe Dominions, that it was im- 
possible for tbe Governments to go beyond tbe estab- 
bsbed channels of communication, though Dominion 
representatives among the Imperial delegation would 
be made welcome.^ 

This ‘Unity, however, was shortly challenged in 

^ For a dMerent view of these proceedings, see General Smuts’s speech 
in the South Africa House of Assembly, July 18, 1922. The essential 
points against his opinion are (1) the Imperial appointment of the 
Bomioion delegates, and (2) the necessity of the Empire acting as a 
whole. The United States would clearly not have accepted any derogation 
from either principle. See Mr Massey’s speech in the New Zealand House 
of Representatives, August 18, 1922; Sir John Salmond, l^ew Zealand 
Official ^mr-Booh, 1923, pp. 629-31; Keith, Journ, Comp. Leg. v. 161 ff. 
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Canada, as a result of the conclusion of a treaty with Chapter 
the United States in 1923 regarding the^ halibut 
jSsheries. The treaty was negotiated by the British 
Ambassador at Washiugton in accordance with the 
wishes of the Canadian Government. The question then 
arose whether the Ambassador should sign, together 
with the CanadianMinister ofMarine and fisheries. The 
Canadian Government insisted that the treaty affected 
only Canadian British subjects and the Canadian 
Government, and should be signed for by Canadian 
representatives alone. Eventually this view was ac- 
cepted by the British Government; the interpretation 
placed on •the treaty by Canada was adopted by the 
United States, and the treaty was ratified by the 
Eiing advised by the Foreign Secretary at the request 
of the Canadian Government. The propriety of the 
proceedmgs was affirmed by the Imperial Conference 
of 1923, which estabhshed the principle that a treaty 
ought to be specially signed for a part of the Empire 
to which it is specially apphed. There next arose a 
crucial issue, owing to pressure of events and French 
objections to Dominion participation in the peace 
negotiations with Turkay. The Treaty of Lausanne 
was negotiated without any Dominion delegations 
being invited, though the Dominions were informed 
of the general progress of negotiations. When, there- 
fore, Canada was asked to approve ratification, Mr 
Mackenzie King declined to ask his Parliament to 
accept any responsibility for the treaty.^ He did not 
deny the power of His Majesty without Canadian 
advice to conclude or ratify the treaty as a matter of 

^ Keith, Speeches and Documents on the British Dominions^ 1918-1931^ 
pp. 322-4L • 
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international law, but lie denied tbat Canada could be 
bound, actively, to take measures arising out of any 
treaty wbich bad not been signed by ber delegates and 
ratified at ber express request. Tbe treaty was accord- 
ingly ratified by tbe King for tbe whole of bis do- 
minions, but it was recognised that tbe position was 
wholly unsatisfactory. Under tbe terms of tbe treaty 
tbe British Grovemment might have to take action to 
secure tbe regime prescribed for tbe Strait^, and for that 
purpose to go to war. Canada would be involved in 
such a war, but would be under no moral obbgation to 
render support therein. At tbe Imperial Conference 
of 1926,^ therefore, Canada joined the Union and tbe 
Irish Free State in demanding a more precise defini- 
tion of tbe international position. It was therefore, in 
amplification of tbe resolutions of 1923, made clear 
that no Dominion could be bound by any treaty which 
was not signed by delegates empowered to act for it, 
and any treaty to bind a Dominion must be ratified 
at its request. 

Further, approval was accorded to tbe principle of 
tbe representation of tbe Dominions by their own 
Ministers at foreign courts. ^Tbis principle bad been 
claimed as operative by tbe Irish Free State on tbe 
strength of the grant to it by tbe Treaty of 1921 of 
tbe same status as Canada. Accordingly in 1924 tbe 
British -.Government obtained tbe appointment to 
Washington of an Irish Minister Plenipotentiary. 
This ai^ointment involved a distinct departure from 
tbe plan envisaged in 1920. It was no longer possible to 
contemplate tbe Irish Minister taking tbe place of tbe 

^ Keith, Speeches and Documents on the British Dominions^ 1918-1931, 

pp. 
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Ambassador when on leave of absence and thus working 
in the closest connection with the British Embassy. 
When the principle was recommended for adoption in 
1926 this idea was not revived even for Canada, but 
the United States Government now reciprocated by 
appointing Ministers to Canada and the Irish Free State. 

Despite these important decisions of the Conference 
of 1926 which might be deemed to emphasise the 
distinct personalities of each Dominion and the 
emphasis laid, in the definition of Dominion status 
quoted above, on the equality of the Dominions with 
the United Kingdom in respect of external affairs, the 
Conference also enunciated a doctrine which asserted 
an underlying unity, which negatived the view that 
the Empire had been dissolved into a number of 
distinct international units. The Irish Free State ^ 
in 1924 made use of its admission to the League of 
Nations, which had been secured by the British Govern- 
ment, to register with the League Secretary the Treaty 
of 1921. The British Government insisted that since 
the Covenant of the League of Nations came into force 
it had consistently taken the view that neither the 
Covenant nor any conYentions concluded under the 
auspices of the League were intended to govern the 
relations inter se of various parts of the British Com- 
monwealth, so that the provisions of Article XVIII. 
of the Covenant were not applicable to the Treaty of 
1921. The Free State dissented, but the Imperial Con- 
ference of 1926 apparently concurred with the Imperial - 
Government, for it pointed out that the Legal Com- 
mittee of the Arms Traffic Conference in 1925 had laid 
it down that the terms of League conventions must not 
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Chapter be regarded as regulating i'lAer se the rights and obli- 
gations of various territories, subject to the same 
sovereign. It was recommended that in any case where 
the terms of conventions were to be made applicable 
between parts of the Commonwealth, this should be 
expressly indicated and such conventions should pre- 
ferably not take the form of treaties between heads of 
States. 

The issue, however, has again been "'raised. The 
Trisb Free State in accepting the Optional clause of 
the Statute of the Permanent Court of International 
Justice declined to concur with the rest of the Com- 
monwealth in excluding from the operatio» of its ac- 
ceptance questions arising between itself and another 
part of the Commonwealth, and though the Union of 
South Africa excluded such disputes from its accept- 
ance, it asserted that it did so, not on the ground that 
the Permanent Court was not a legitimate tribunal 
to deal with inter-imperial disputes, but because it 
thought that such disputes could be dealt with better 
by another procedure. The Irish Free State repeated 
this view when it accepted the General Act of 1928 
for the pacific settlement o£ international disputes, 
which the Union has failed so far to accept.^ 

The distinct character of the Dominion, however, 
has been unquestionably increased since the decision 
of the Irish Free State in 1931, followed by the Union 
in 1934, to act in foreign affairs in direct communica- 
tion with the Bang, without employing the formal 
mediation of the Dominions or the Foreign Office. In 
the case of the Union, independence has been further 
stressed by the enactment of the Statas of _th.e Union 

* Keith, op. cU. pp. 410 f., 435 f. 
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Act, 1934 , Tinder wMcli the authority of the Eling with Chapter 

regard to external affairs may be exercised by the y-. 1 

Governor-General. This is a striking innovation, for it 
has never been the practice for the King to delegate 
to the Governor-General his prerogative in respect of 
external affairs, such as the making of war or peace, 
the declaration of neutrahty, and the conclusion of 
treaties. 

On the o^her hand, it remains true that all foreign 
relations are conducted in the name of the Kang, and 
it is the view of the British Government, communi- 
cated to foreign powers, when arrangements are made 
for the -separate diplomatic representation of the 
Dominions, that the arrangements proposed do not 
denote any departure from the principle of the diplo- 
matic unity of the Empire, that is to say, the principle 
of consTiltative co-operation amongst all His Majesty’s 
representatives, as amongst His Majesty’s Govern- 
ments themselves, in matters of common concern. 
Moreover, it is important to note that the parallel of 
Hanover is by no means wholly apphcable, though 
naturally it is cited by those authorities in the Irish 
Eree State and the Union who daim that these terri- 
tories are sovereign International States. The Hano- 
verians, -under the rdgime enforced in 1714 to 1837 , 
were indeed regarded by English law as British 
subjects, but British subjects do not appear; to have 
been regarded as Hanoverians. The Crown of Hanover 
was not indissolubly linked with that of the United 
Kingdom, but each was held on a separate tenure, 
and their separation was from the first inevitable 
so soon as the British crown passed to a woman. In 
the case of the Dominions there is no diversity in the 

H 
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Ciiapter tenure of the crown, and the Dominions have never 
been wholly separate kingdoms. 

The same issue, of course, presents itself in the form 
of the question whether a Dominion may remain 
neutral in a British war. A Eoyal Commission in 
Victoria in 1870 suggested the neutralisation of the 
Colonies on the Belgian model, but the idea had no 
success.^ In 1899 the possibility of the neutrality of 
the Cape of Good Hope in the war with the Boer 
Eepubhcs was canvassed by the Cape Ministry but 
dismissed as a chimaera. In 1911 the same idea was 
disowned by General Botha, and the Union Govern- 
ment threw itself whole-heartedly into the Great "War, 
dechning any suggestion of remaining neutral as 
regards German South-West Africa. General Hertzog, 
however, has consistently asserted that the status of 
the Union involves the right to remain neutral and the 
passing of the Status of the Union Act and the Royal 
Executive Eunction and Seals Act in 1934 accords a 
certain speciousness to this claim, because in strict 
law the way has been left open for the issue by the 
Governor-General of a proclamation of neutrality. It 
must, however, be noted thg-t the claim of General 
Hertzog is hard to reconcile with the obligation to 
protect, as regard land defences, the British Naval 
base at Simonstown, which was rmdertaken in 1921 
by the Union, when the War Department lands were 
handed over, free of cost, to the Union Government.® 
It would clearly be inconsistent with the obligation 
of true neutrahty for the Union to make good this 

^ Keith, Besponsihle Oovernment, ii. 868 1 

2 Keith, Letters on Imperial MdationSy 1916-1935, pp. 166, 167; 
Morning Post, April 12, 1936. 
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undertaMng, wMle to fail to do so would be a grave Chapter 

breach, of faith. This consideration and the,common 1 

allegiance to the Crown of the Union and the United 
Enngdom differentiate the case entirely from, the 
position of Spain towards Gibraltar with which it has 
been repeatedly compared by General Hertzog. 

In the case of the Irish Free State, the State is 
■under obligation by the Treaty of 1921 to afford in 
peace certain harbour and other facilities for the pur- 
pose of coastal and other defence, and in time of war 
such further facihties as the British Government may 
require. As Mr de Valera has admitted, the carrying 
out of this obligation would be inconsistent with the 
duty of international neutrality, and on this and other 
grounds he has demanded abrogation of these obliga- 
tions. 

It must be added that no other Dominion claims 
the right of neutrality, nor does any other Dominion 
apparently adopt the view that the Commonwealth 
consists of distinct international units. 

There is singularly httle evidence as to the views held 
on the subject by foreign Governments. But what 
evidence there is, is unfavourable to the view that the 
Dominions are distinct international units. The ques- 
tion presented itself when it was proposed in 1929 in 
connection with the revision of the Statute of the 
Permanent Co;nrt of International Justice to ascribe 
to any Dominion the right of having a judge of its 
own appointed to the court, if the Dominion were in- 
volved in a dispute, despite the fact that there is a 
British judge on the tribunal. It was not felt desirable 
to include this provision in the revised Statute and, 
though the decision not to make the change was 
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Chapter ascribed to tecbnical grounds, it is probable that it 
was motived in part at least by reluctance to recognise 
the separate individuality of the Dominions. 


2. TAe Empire and the League of Nations 

The unity of the Empire, preserved, as we have 
seen, generally in diplomatic relations, is largely lost 
in the part assigned to it in the League of Nations. 
Under the Covenant, while the British Empire is a 
member of the League, the same position is assigned 
to the four great Dominions and to India, while, on 
the final completion of its constitutional arrange- 
ments, the Irish Eree State claimed a like position, and 
in 1923 received similar treatment. Each of the mem- 
bers of the League is entitled to one vote in the 
Assembly of the League, and to be represented at 
Assembly meetings by three delegates. The British 
Empire, as one of the principal allied and associated 
powers, is entitled to permanent membership of the 
Council of the League, but the Dominions and India 
are admitted to be qualified for election to the places 
on the Council to be filled by the choice of Assembly 
from time to time. It is singularly characteristic that 
as early as 1927 Canada achieved membership, fol- 
lowed in 1930 by the Irish Free State and in 1933 by 
the Commonwealth. 

There are obvious difElculties in applying to the 
Dominions and India the full terms of the Covenant. 
If apphed, the various parts of the Empire would 
guarantee under Article X. the territorial integrity 
and existing pohtical independence of one another, 
while, if any part of the Empire should enter into war 
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contrary to its duties under Articles XII., XIII., or Chapter 
XV. of the Covenant, the other parts would he bound 
to apply to it measures of commercial, and even of 
naval and mihtary constraint, on the ground that it 
had committed an act of war against the other mem- 
bers of the League. There is, it is clear, an element of 
absurdity in such a result; it assumes the power of 
the Dominions to go to war separately which runs 
counter to tBe fact that this is a right not yet claimed 
formally by the Dominions, and one which cannot be 
deduced from mere membership of the League of 
Nations. Moreover, it is plausible to argue that the 
reference in Article X. to existing political independ- 
ence is enough to show that the relations of parts of 
the British Empire are not within the scope of the 
article, for in no sense could the Dominions, and still 
less India, be asserted to possess independence, as con- 
trasted with autonomy. In any case the special ar- 
rangements within the British Empire can probably 
be brought within the spirit of Article XXI. of the 
Covenant, which provides that “nothing in tbig 
Covenant shall be deemed to affect the validity of 
international engagemen.ts, such as treaties of arbitra- 
tion or regional understandings, hke the Monroe 
Doctrine, for securing the maintenance of peace”. 

If the special relations of the parts of the Empire 
are to be treated as international in the eyes of the 
Covenant, then they may be regarded as falhng under 
this head. It may, however, be candidly adnoitted that 
the terms of the Covenant in this as in other matters 
are lacking in precision. 

It might have been expected that the various parts 
of the Empire would have adopted the plan of com- 
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Chapter bining in their action on the League Assembly, "with 
a view to make their point of view as effective as 
possible. In point of fact no such result has been 
achieved; instead the Dominions have shown them- 
selves anxious to develop their individuality and to 
impress their distinctive standpoints on the Assembly. 
There is a vital distinction between the position of 
their representatives at League Assembly meetings 
and that which they held at the Peace Conference. At 
the latter the separate representation of the Dominions 
and India was intended to secure them some measure 
of independence in representing their special interests 
in the peace settlement, but the essential- authority 
rested with the British Empire delegation, on which 
the Dominions were from time to time formally repre- 
sented, and the policy of which was determined after 
the fullest discussion by the whole body of repre- 
sentatives of the Empire. When a vote was to be taken, 
the only voice was that of the British Empire delega- 
tion, on which ultimately the views of the British 
Government necessarily prevailed, although in prac- 
tice the result arrived at was the outcome of mutual 
accommodation of opinions.. In the Assembly the 
Donainions and India do not look to the British 
Empire delegation to express the views of the Empire 
as a whole, and the policy of that delegation is not 
decided Jay the representatives of the whole of the 
Empire. Defirdte conflicts of view between the British 
Empire delegation and the Dominion delegations have 
taken place. At the first Assembly meeting in 1920 ^ 
Canada voted for the admission of Armenia to mem- 
bership, and raised the most effective protest against 
the suggestion that it fell withm the scope of the 
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functions of tlie League to consider such, issues as the Chapter 
due distribution of raw materials among those powers 
which required them for their industries, and re- 
minded the representatives of European powers of 
the fact, commonplace to British minds but still 
strange to others, that the policy of the Dominions is 
not determined by the United Kingdom in any matter 
affecting their internal economy. Thi s view, which was 
naturally efeectively supported by the other Do- 
minions, could not be shared by the British Empire 
delegation, since in the Council assent had been given 
to the principle that the topic was one suited for ex- 
amination on behalf of the League. In the following 
Assembly, South Africa headed the revolt against the 
proposal adopted by the British Empire delegation 
that Albania should be refused admission to the 
League in view of her undeftned frontiers and dubious 
international position, and by skilled management 
secured the final withdrawal of opposition to the ap- 
plication. The Assembly of 1922 was marked by the 
strong and effective defence by New Zealand of her 
rights and position in regard to the mandate over 
Samoa. The Commonwealth of Australia in 1921 re- 
frained from formal concurrence in the admission of 
Austria to membership of the League on the ground 
that, if the question should in future be raised of the 
allocation to Germany, when admitted into the League, 
of a colonial mandate, Austria would almost certainly 
support the German claims. Most striking of all, how- 
ever, has been the activity of Canada with a view to 
the revision of Article X. of the Covenant with its 
guarantee of the territorial integrity and pohtical 
independence of the members of the League. Such a 
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hapter burden, it is urged, is unduly onerous on minor States 
with other claims on their resources, and should be 
assumed only by the great powers, a contention which 
has not so far obtained the general concurrence neces- 
sary for a change in the Covenant of the League. An 
interpretative explanation of the Article finally failed 
owing to the objections of Persia. In 1929 Canada 
stood out as a champion of minorities. 

The distinctive position of the Dominions and India 
in the League is manifested formally by the fact that 
the representatives of the Dominions and India are 
not diplomatically accredited by the King on the 
advice of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
but act simply under the appointment of their Govern- 
ments, although hke all other representatives they 
enjoy, while acting in this capacity, diplomatic im- 
munities. The Governments also correspond direct 
with the League Secretariat, while they in diplomatic 
negotiations, 1 unless they are specially represented at 
a foreign court, must act through the Imperial Govern- 
ment or its diplomatic representatives. Canada, the 
Irish Free State, and the Union of South Africa keep 
representatives at Geneva. Ratifications of Conven- 
tions are effected by the Governor-General in Council, 
not the Kang. 

The possibihty of inconvenience resulting from 
divergent, views in the League Assembly is minimised 
by the Mmited powers of the League, and the general 
rule that decisions must be unanimous to take effect. 

^ Thus in 1922 the Franco-Canadian agreement regarding trade was 
arranged through the Imperial Government by Canadian ministers, and 
Kew Zealand has emphatically repudiated the possession of a sovereign 
status. Cl Sir F. Bell, Legislative Council Debates, February 9, 1923. 
Hence it has not adopted the Statute of Westminster, 
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Moreover, wliat may be lost by divergence of view is Chapter 

perhaps more than made good by the spont^eity of 1 

expression of Dominion and Indian aspirations which 
the system permits. Of special interest is the fact that 
disputes between different parts of the Enapire can 
thus be brought to the cognisance of the League, and 
the influence of a wider public opinion brought to bear 
on them. Thus in 1922, in the Assembly discussion 
of the rights of minorities the representative of India 
pressed on the South African delegation the moral 
obhgation of that Government to secure efiectively 
the rights of the Indian minority in the Union, and a 
general assurance was given on behalf of South Africa 
that she would act in conformity with the spirit of 
the discussion, though the principles afiecting the 
protection of minorities are not legally binding on 
the Union. The same issue will doubtless be raised 
again. 

The independent position attained by the Dominions 
and India on the League is repeated in the organisa- 
tion of the Permanent Court of International Justice. 
Whereas on the Arbitral Tribunal of the Hague the 
Empire was represented as a single unit, the Do- 
minions and India are given perfectly distinct places in 
respect of the tribunal, and each is authorised to 
constitute a body of members empowered to nominate 
four members, not more than two being nationals of 
the Dominion concerned, for consideration by the 
Council and Assembly of the League in the task of 
choosing the judges of the court. Canada defined her 
nationals for this purpose by the Canadian Nationals 
Definition Act, 1921, so as to obviate any contention 
that every British subject is a Canadian national, 
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Chapter and Sir Kobert Borden, one of her nominees, was a 

1 serious candidate for election as a judge of tbe Court. 

Union and Irish Free State nationals have also been 
defined. 

We have seen above that inter-imperial disputes are 
not subject to tbe jurisdiction of tbe tribunal and that 
it bas not been decided if a Dominion before tbe 
tribunal could claim tbe presence of a Dominion judge, 
despite tbe fact that there is a British ]udge on that 
body. 

Tbe provision of tbe League Covenant which secures 
a distinct vote for each Dominion and India was 
severely criticised in tbe United States, where it 
formed one of the grounds successfully alleged against 
tbe ratifi-cation of tbe Treaty of Versailles. The Con- 
vention on Air Navigation^ sought to effect a com- 
promise in this regard, for, while it gave tbe status of 
States to tbe Dominions and India, it allotted to them 
and to tbe British Empire only one representative 
each on tbe International Commission for Air Naviga- 
tion, which is part of tbe organisation of tbe League, as 
opposed to two representatives each for tbe United 
States, France, Italy, and Japan, and provided that 
tbe total voting power of tbe Empire was not to ex- 
ceed that of any one of these powers. Tbe mode in 
which tbe voting power of tbe Empire was to be 
distributed was not touched on in tbe convention, 
which obviously derogated from tbe position of tbe 
Dominions and India as secured in tbe Covenant 
of tbe League. In 1933 tbe anomaly was finally re- 
moved. 

^ Pari. Pap. Cmd. 266, 1609, 4423; Keith, Letters on Imperial Relations, 
1916-1935, pp. 13, 14. 
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3. The Forms and Agencies of International Intercourse 

Apart from the special case of the Dominions, the Chapter 

rule is still absolute that the conduct of aU. relations 1 

with foreign States, which are intended to be capable 
of recognition under, and enforcement by the sanctions 
of, international law, rests entirely with the Crown, 
acting on the responsibility of the Imperial Grovern- 
ment, whose advice is tendered by the ^Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs. There are, of course, neces- 
sarily many relations of a business character into which 
departments of the Imperial Government, and even 
Dominion, or other overseas Governments may enter, 
but these relations are not regarded as treaty relations, 
and, if intended to have such value, they must, eyen if 
negotiated informally, be reduced to treaty form. Of 
such an informal character were the trade arrangements 
made by Canadian ministers in 1910-11 with Belgium, 
Holland, Italy, and the United States; on the other 
hand, the trade arrangements in 1922-3 of Canada 
with France and Italy were expressed in full treaty 
form.^ 

The duty of conducting the foreign relations of the 
Empire is discharged under the supervision of the 
Cabinet and the Prime Minister * by the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs with the aid of a Parha- 
mentary Under-Secretary of State,^ and a large staff. 

^ The agreement of South Africa with Mozambique (Cmd. 1888) was 
not a treaty proper, the description in the print being inaccurate. Nor is 
the accord of 1934 of Australia and Belgium (Cmd. 4812). 

® Cf. Queen Victoria’s insistence on Lord John Russell’s supervision 
of Lord Palmerston in 1851 (Walpole, Lord J. Russdl, ii, 173); Mr 
MacDonald’s control of Mr Henderson in 1929-31. 

® La 1934-5 he was aided in League of Nations matters especially by 
Mr Eden as Lord Privy Seal. See Preface. 
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Chapter At foreign courts the Bang is represented by diplo- 
matists 0/ varying ranks, Ambassadors in the case of 
the most important States or those on which for some 
special ground the King desires to confer a special 
degree of consideration; envoys and ministers pleni- 
potentiary, or ministers resident, all of whom are ac- 
credited to the sovereign of the country to which they 
are sent, while in the case of minor powers charges 
d’affaires are^ accredited to the foreign minister only. 
The reception of these envoys is a matter for the foreign 
Government, whose approval is normally obtained in 
advance of the formal appointment, in order to obviate 
friction of any kind. Their appointment is formally 
notified by means of letters of credence which invite 
the aid of the person to whom they are addressed in 
securing the carrying out by the envoy of his duties. 
For the purpose of concluding and signing treaties full 
powers under the Great Seal are always issued, on the 
authority of a sign manual warrant countersigned by 
the King. Similar fuU powers are granted to diplo- 
matists sent to international conferences, no letters of 
credence being considered requisite in their case, as 
their function is limited to a definite purpose, and does 
not include any general duty of representation. The 
duty of a diplomat includes the supply to the Secretary 
of State of all pohtical information which may be of 
interest? and the making of representations to the 
Government with which he deals on any matters affect- 
ing British interests, either under instructions from the 
Secretary of State, or, in minor cases of complaints of 
British residents, on his own initiative. To facihtate 
the performance of his duties he is normally entitled 
to important immunities, both criminal and civil. 
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from tlie jurisdiction of tte foreign State in which he Chapter 
resides.^ • ^ 

In cases of important legations the head of the 
mission, in addition to the secretary of legation and 
other members of his staff, may be aided by naval, 
military, or air attaches, charged with the special duty 
of preparing reports on these topics for the use of the 
Imperial Gc^vernment. The collection of commercial 
information is partly dealt with by the commercial 
diplomatic service, but is largely the work of Consuls, 
who are charged also with miscellaneous functions in 
the interests of British subjects visiting or resident in 
the States whither they are sent, such as issuing or 
affixing a visa to passports, authenticating documents, 
births, marriages, and deaths, and in the case of seaport 
towns, receiving reports from merchant vessels and 
investigating complaints. A Consul has normally no 
diplomatic status or jurisdiction, but there is an 
important exception in the case of those countries in 
which the Crown exercises extra-territorial jurisdiction 
over British subjects and protected persons, and in 
which, therefore, Consular courts exist. Posts of lesser 
importance are filled by Vice-Consuls and Consular 
agents. Consuls are appointed by commission, and all 
Consular officers require the assent of the Government 
of the country in which they are to act before they can 
exercise their functions. They enjoy some measure of 
immunity in regard to the inviolability of their papers 
and exemption from demands inconsistent with their 
effective conduct of their duties. In recent years the 
effectiveness of the commercial activities of the Con- 
sular service has been increased by the abandonment 
1 Wheaton, IntematioTml Law (ed. Keith), i. 453-70. 
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Chapter of the employment of other than British subjects in 
Consula» duties, and by the extension and development 
of the appointment of more highly qualified officers to 
legations, while more effective use of the information 
obtained has been made through the activities of the 
Overseas Trade Department. 

The Imperial Government is charged with the 
decision as to the reception of diplomat^ representa- 
tives from foreign States, and it issues exequaturs, em- 
powering Consular officers from foreign countries to 
carry on their duties. In the case of Consular officers to 
act in a Dominion an exequatur or other recognition 
was formerly not accorded save after consultation with 
the Dominion, if the nominee of the foreign Govern- 
ment was not a consul de carriers, but a local resident, 
to whose appointment there might accordingly be 
some objection on local grounds. Since 1926 exequaturs 
for such officers have been countersigned by Dominion 
ministers. To diplomats in the United Kingdom a very 
extensive criminal and civil immunity is granted, 
partly under the common law, partly under a statute 
(7 Anne, c. 12) passed in consequence of the detention 
on civil process of the envoy of Russia. 

The communication between Governments by means 
of the diplomatists accredited to the Courts, may be 
supplemented by discussions between the ministries, 
in which the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
normally takes part, and of which in any event he 
must be kept fully informed. Inevitably, however, the 
conduct of foreign affairs is a matter in which the 
Prime Minister normally takes a deep interest, and 
often, as during the late war and the Premiership of 
Mr Lloyd George and Mr Ramsay MacDonald, an 
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active part in negotiations may be taken by him Chapter 

personally. An outcome of the war was the beading of 1 

frequent meetings between the representatives of the 
principal alhed powers, and the relegation of minor 
issues to a Council of their Ambassadors at Paris. 

More normal are international conferences to discuss 
special issues, but the creation of the League of Nations 
has resulted in such conferences falling under the 
sphere of the League operations. The Foreign Secretary 
normally attends important meetings of the League 
Council and Assembly, and often travels, as in April 
1935, to foreign courts. 

The Dominions, as aheady mentioned, are entitled 
to be represented by their own ministers in foreign 
States. It is of course necessary that the agreement of 
the foreign States should be obtained for that pmrpose 
and this step is taken by the British Government. 
Subsequent appointments, of course, are carried out 
in the usual way, letters of recall of the minister and 
of credence for his successor being sent by His Majesty, 
on the advice of the Dominion concerned. AlS already 
noted, in the Irish Free State and the Union, the 
Dominion seal is employed. Foreign States, as a rule 
reciprocate representation, but this is not usually the 
case where a Dominion minister is accredited to two 
powers, but resides mainly at the capital of the more 
important State. At present Canada exchanges*repre- 
sentation with the United States, France, and Japan. 

The Irish Free State exchanges representation with the 
United States, the Holy See, France, and Germany. 

The Minister to France is also accredited to Belgium. 

The Union of South Africa exchanges representation 
with the Netherlands, Italy, the United States, and 
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Chapter Grermany, as well as France. The Minister at Paris is 
accredited also to Lisbon, and that at Berhn to Stock- 
holm. In their action these ministers act solely under 
the instructions of their Government, hut they co- 
operate freely among themselves, so as to decide 
what matters fall within the sphere of each mission. 
Occasionally joint action in the form of representa- 
tion has been taken by the Canadian and British 
representatives at Washington, but normally, as in 
the well-known case of the Fm Alone in 1929, the co- 
operation takes the form of informal conversations. 
In that case, which involved the sinking of a Canadian 
ship, the Canadian claim against the United States 
was ultimately presented by Canada only and settled 
in 1934 by an arbitral award, though it rested on a 
British treaty of 1924 regarding the regulation of the 
Liquor Traffic, by which certain derogations from the 
usual rule of international law were stipulated. 

The Dominions have, in the main, contented them- 
selves without establishing separate Consuls. Do- 
minion nationals, as British subjects, are freely entitled 
to make use of the services of British Consuls, though 
some difficulty has been raised in the case of the Irish 
Free State, and the situation is rendered more obscure 
I by the claim of the Irish Free State Government that 
lunder its Nationahty legislation in 1935, Irish citizens 
are net British nationals. As, however, it is claimed 
that they are entitled to the advantages of their 
status as connected with the British Commonwealth, it 
would seem that they may stiU expect aid from British 
Consuls; in any case they might seek such aid on the 
I score that under British law they are still British 
subjects. The Irish Free State, however, has estabhshed 
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a Consul-Greneral at New York and at Paris and a Ohapter 

Consul at Boston, and the Union of South Africa 1 

maintains a Consul-General at Louxen§o Marques and 
a Consul at Hamburg. 

In treaty negotiation the same principles apply to 
the Dominion ministers as apply to British representa- 
tives. In the Urxion the privileges of foreign representa- 
tives have been recognised by legislation based on the 
English model, the Diplomatic Immunities Acts No. 9 
of 1932 1 and No. 19 of 1934. 

Agreements with foreign powers, whether general 
international conventions or special agreements, may 
be signed by the representatives of the Crown without 
reserve, or merely ad referendum, but in all normal 
instances they must be ratified by the Crown to be- 
come binding. Where delay would be inconvenient or 
dangerous, it may be agreed that the arrangement 
shall go into force pending ratification, but as a rule 
the operation of any treaty is in abeyance until it is ' 
ratified. The authority of the Crown to make, and to 
ratify on the advice of nainisters, any treaty whatever, 
is imdoubted, and by ratifi.cation the treaty attains 
full international validity, and becomes binding in 
international law; But this principle is affected vitally 
by the fact that it is not possible for the Crown by the 
making of a treaty to alter the law of the land,^ and ^ 
that, accordingly, if the treaty requires any change in 
the law, as for instance, the reduction of customs 
duties, the passing of legislation is essential in order 
to carry out the treaty obhgation. It should be noted 

^ Cf* Keith, Joum, Comp, Leg. xv. 257. 

® Cf. Walker v, Baird, [1892] A.C. 491; Journ. Comp. Leg. xii. 

106. 

. ^ I 
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Chapter that the assent of PaiKament is not necessary to the 
validity of the treaty, as it is under many Continental 
countries, and as regards the Senate in the United 
States, hut for practical purposes the difierence is not 
of high importance. It is further clear that, if legisla- 
tion is necessary for any change in the law, it is desir- 
able in even a higher degree that Parliament should 
approve a treaty dealiug with important political 
interests, and that in both cases it is unwise to ratify 
until Parliament has approved formally the terms 
embodied in the treaty. The step has accordingly 
sometimes been taken, first, in the case of the treaty 
regulating the cession to Germany of Heligoland in 
^-1890, of making the treaty expressly subject to Parlia- 
mentary approval. The plan has been criticised as an 
abnegation on the part of the executive of a responsi- 
bility which ministers should be willing to assume on 
behalf of the Crown, but there really seems no objec- 
tion even ia theory to the frank recognition by 
ministers that they must act subject to the approval 
of Parhament. The insertion of such a clause acts as 
deliberate notice to the other party to the convention 
that the signature on behalf of the Crown binds only 
the Crown to endeavour to secure ratification, and 
does not mean that ratification will certainly be ac- 
corded. Hence the Irish Treaty of 1921 stipulated 
Parliamentary approval, as did the agreement of 
1925 modifying its terms, and territorial cessions to 
Italy in 1926 and to Perak in 1934 were thus approved. 

When a treaty of any kind afiects a Dominion, or 
India, it foUows that ratification ‘should not be ex- 
pressed unless adequate provision exists for carrying 
it into efiect, and the legislature has expressed its ap- 
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proval. The ratification, however, is now made on the Chapter 

request of the Government affected, which is respon- 

sible for securing any necessary legislation. 

4. British Naiionality and Alienage 

British nationality^ is essentially hound up with the 
relation of the subject to the sovereign, and is, there- 
fore, primarily a matter for regulation bjr the Imperial 
Parliament. Equally clearly it is a matter which vitally 
affects the Empire at large, and accordingly, since the 
development of the autonomy of the Dominions, the 
principle has been recognised and acted on in the Im- 
perial legislation of 1914, 1918, 1922, and 1933 that 
any changes in the law of nationahty should be made 
with the concurrence of the Dominions. The result 
is that there is a definition by Imperial Act of the 
character of a natural-born British subject; arrange- 
ments exist under Imperial and concurrent Dominion 
legislation for the grant of naturalisation, either in 
the United Kingdom or overseas, which will be valid 
throughout the Empire, and under local legislation 
naturahsation may be conferred which has merely 
validity within the territory under the control of the 
legislature. All these classes of British subjects are 
accorded protection in foreign countries by British 
diplomatic officials without regard to the exact quality 
of their British nationahty. In aU cases it is possible 
that a double nationality may exist, and that in the 
foreign State, the nationahty of which is incumbent on 

^ See A. V. Dicey and A. B. Keith, Conflict of Laws (1932), chap, ii.; 

12 Geo. V. c. 44; 23 & 24 Geo. V. c. 49; Cmd. 1987, pp. 21, 22; 1988, 

App. VI. 
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Chapter the British, subject, the British nationality may be re- 
fused recognition as a ground of protection. This is a 
result inevitable in view of the fact that there is no 
recognised principle of international law regulating the 
classes of persons over which a country may claim 
rights, and, in fact, nationahty in the British Empire 
and the United States is founded on the doctrine of 
local birth, and not as now generally m European 
countries on descent. The matter is complicated by the 
recent adoption of the principle that descent as well as 
local birth should be a ground of obtaining British 
nationality. 

The primary rule is that every person bom within 
the British dominions is a natural-born British subject, 
whatever his ancestry, insignificant exceptions being 
children of a diplomatic agent, or of an alien enemy 
born during the hostile occupation of British territory. 
Birth anywhere on a British ship confers the same 
status, but not birth on a foreign ship if merely within 
British territorial waters. Even if born out of the 
British dominions the son or daughter of a British 
father is a natural-born British subject, provided that 
his father was born either in some part of the British 
doininions, or in a place where the Crown exercises 
extra-territorial jurisdiction, as in China; or was natural- 
ised; or became a British subject by reason of annexa- 
tion of territory, as in the case of the annexation of the 
Transvaal; or was in the service of the Crown abroad 
at the time of the child’s birth. There remains the case 
of the child of a British subject whose father was born 
in a foreign country and does not fall under any of the 
exceptional categories enumerated. Prior to the Act 
of 1914, British nationahty was accorded by statute to 
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the grandson of a natural-born British subject, but by Chapter 
that act this privilege was withdrawn, so thaj) the son 
of a British father born abroad, if himself horn abroad, 
was an ahen. The harshness of such a provision was 
revealed by the war, where the most remarkable loyalty 
was displayed by communities of British origin settled 
in foreign countries, and the Act of 1922, carrying out 
a resolution, of the Imperial Conference of 1921, pro- 
vides that the child of a British subject obtain 
British nationahty if his birth is registered within a 
year at a British consulate, and if within a year after 
attaining the age of twenty-one he declares his desire 
to retain British nationality and at the same time 
renounces, where this is permissible under the laws of 
his country of origin, his allegiance to that country if 
any exists. 

British nationality may also be obtained by annexa- 
tion of territory to the Crown, when, subject to treaty 
arrangements, persons resident on the ceded territory 
normally become British subjects.^ On the marriage to 
a British subject an ahen woman takes the nationahty 
of her husband, and retains it even after the dissolution 
of the marriage by death or divorce. But the woman 
does not acquire British nationahty on the naturalisa- 
tion of her husband except on her application. Any 
person who is not under twenty-one years of age may 
obtain naturahsation at the discretion of the-Govern- 
ment on satisfying certain conditions, including as a 
rule five years’ residence in the British dominions, the 
last year in the territory in which the apphcation is 
made, or service xmder the Crown, the possession of a 

^ Recent cases are those of the South African Republic, the Orange 
Rree State, and in 1914 Cyprus, See Keith, BMe, B'lmzssimjf ch. vi. 
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Chapter good character, knowledge of English or other official 
language,in those cases where more than one is recog- 
nised, and intention to reside in the British dominions 
or serve the Crown abroad. Minor children may be 
included, at the discretion of the government, in the 
parent’s certificate of naturalisation. 

British nationality, thus acquired by naturalisation, 
gives the person acquiring it the fuU ^tatus of a 
natural-born, British subject throughout the Empire, 
but this fact does not, of course, prevent any part of 
the Empire hmiting the rights, political or otherwise, 
of any British subject. But, in addition to Imperial 
naturalisation of this sort, it is possible for any part 
of the Empire to confer a limited naturalisation which 
will have no effect outside the Hmits of the territory 
in which it is granted^ other than securing British 
protection in foreign countries. 

The loss of British nationality follows on the now 
rare case of cession of territory, rmless as in the 
Bindings Agreement in 1934 it is otherwise provided; 
on a British subject voluntarily becoming naturahsed 
in any foreign country; and on the making of a 
declaration of alienage, which is permitted to any 
child born in the British dominions, but possessed of 
double nationahty, within a year after attaining the 
age of twenty-one, and to persons born out of the 
British •dominions, but having double nationahty, at 
any time. A minor child who obtained British nation- 
ahty through the inclusion of his name in his parent’s 
certificate may similarly disclaim British nationahty 
within a year after attaining his majority. A woman 
loses British nationahty on marrying an ahen, if by 
1 MarhwaM v. AU.-Qen., [1920] 1 OE. 348. 
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marriage she becomes a citizen of her husband’s Chapter 
State; but in the event of the State of 'wHch her 
husband is a national being at war with the British 
Crown she may be permitted to resume her nationality 
as British, and, if a woman marries a British subject 
and he subsequently abandons British nationahty, 
she is entitled to declare her decision to retain that 
nationality, ^nd retains it in any case if she does not 
automatically obtain her husband’s new nationahty. 

For fraud or misrepresentation in obtaining a certifi- 
cate of naturaUsation or certain forms of misconduct 
the certificate may be revoked. 

An ahen is granted by the Imperial Act of 1914, re- 
enacting the legislation of 1870, full rights of acquisi- 
tion and disposal of personal property anywhere, and 
of real property in the United Kingdom, but these 
rights do not extend to the possession of any municipal 
or Parhamentary franchise or to ownership of a British 
ship. As a result of the war, various other disabilities, 
in the main temporary, were imposed on ahens, being 
subjects of States which during the war were enemies, 
and the general rule was laid down that no alien should 
be a member of the Civil Service. 

The development of Dominion autonomy inevitably 
raises the issue how far each Dominion has nationals 
of its own, connected with it more intimately than 
ordinary British subjects. The question arose- first in 
the case of immigration restriction Acts, as the prob- 
lem necessarily arose what British subjects could 
properly be excluded. In the Commonwealth it was 
ruled by the High Court that the Parhament had no 
power to exclude natives of Austraha who had gone on 
temporary visits abroad, since they were in no sense 
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Chapter immigrants, and the Commonwealth power related to 
them only. The principle is obviously one of equity, 
and has tacitly been adopted in practice by the 
Dominions. Canada explicitly defined, in the Immigra- 
tion Act, 1910, who are Canadian citizens for the pur- 
poses of laws restricting immigration, and in the 
Canadian Nationals Definition Act, 1921, she defined 
Canadian nationals, for purposes connected with the 
question of eligibihty of persons for nomination for 
membership of the Permanent Court of International 
Justice. The term now includes every Canadian 
citizen within the meaning of the Immigration Act; 
the wife of any such citizen; and any person born out 
of Canada whose father was a Canadian national at 
the time of that person’s birth, or would have been a 
Canadian national if the status had then existed. 
Canadian nationality may be renounced by any per- 
son born out of Canada who is a Canadian national 
under the Act, and also by any person born in Canada 
if at birth or during his minority he became a national 
of the United Kingdom, or a Dominion, as well as a 
Canadian national. The legislation is not altogether 
free from difficulty, but it was made abtmdantly clear 
in the House of Commons that there is no question 
of affecting the primary position of every Canadian 
national as a British subject. 

The Irish Free State constitution conferred citizen- 
ship, and with it political rights, only on persons domi- 
ciled in the Free State on December 6, 1922, who were 
bom there, or one of whose parents was born there, 
or who had been ordinarily resident for seven years. ^ 

^ The other two categories of persons were normally British subjects, 
but not the last category save within the limits of the Free State itself. 
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There was a vital distinction between this provision Chapter 
and that of the Canadian legislation, for Canada did 
not refuse poHtical rights to British subjects because 
they have not attained Canadian nationality as defined 
in the Act. 

The definition was clearly imperfect and it had 
therefore to be extended by the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship of 1935. This measure follows in the 
main the principle of the British Nationg-hty legisla- 
tion of 1914-33, both as regards the definition of 
natural-born citizens and the grant of naturalisation. 

The treatment of women differs shghtly. Marriage is 
denied any effect, automatically, on citizenship. Eut 
a citizen married to an alien, continuously resident out- 
side the Free State and intending to reside outside, 
loses citizenship unless he or she lodges a declara- 
tion electing to retain such citizenship. Facihties are 
similarly given for naturalisation to ahens married to 
citizens. Provision is made for the grant by convention 
of mutual citizenship rights between the Free State 
and other countries, and without such convention the 
Executive Council may confer on citizens of any 
country, which confers rights on Irish citizens, rights 
in the Free State, similar to those enjoyed by Irish 
citizens in that country.^ But this power does not 
apply to such pohtical or economic rights as are 
specially reserved for Irish citizens. •“ 

What is more important is that the Irish legislation 
abolishes within the Free State the British Common- 
wealth Statute Law of Nationahty and claims for 
Irish citizens both within and without the Free State 

^ See Aliens Act, 1935; Aliens (Exemption) Order, 1935, wMch. confers 
a status corresponding to that already in force on British subjects. 
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Oliapter 

III. 


national status as suck citizens only. It is clear tkat 
tkis legislation is inefiective to deprive suck persons 
of tkeir status as Britisk subjects in otker Britisk 
territories or in foreign countries, tkougk a foreign 
State may, if it thinks fit, recognise Irish citizens as 
entitled only to the protection of Irish Legations. 

In the Union of South Africa,^ Union nationakty is 
conferred on persons bom therein; British subjects 
who have lawfully entered the Union and who have 
been domiciled therein for two years at least, while 
so domiciled; naturalised British subjects, after three 
years’ continuous domicile; persons born outside the 
Union, whose fathers were nationals at the time of the 
child’s birth, or would have been nationals if the Act 
had been in force, and the wives of Union nationals. 
There are, as in the case of Canada, provisions for the 
renunciation of Union nationality, by persons who are 
nationals of other parts of the Empire. 

^ Union Nationality and Mags Act, 1927. Union nationality has been 
accorded to ex-burghers who left the republics on annexation and so 
were not deemed to have become British subjects by Act No. 14 of 1932. 
Presumably they are not British subjects in English law. 



CHAPTER IV 


IMPERIAL CO-OPERATION IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND 
DEFENCE 

1. Co-operation in Commercial Nego^ations 

It was inevitable and natural that in the early days CJiapter 
of colonial development the Imperial Government iZl 
should include the British Possessions in the conven- 
tions negotiated for the United Kingdom, hut this 
condition of affairs inevitably ceased to be applicable 
when the abandonment in 1846 and the following years 
of the pohcy of protection inaugurated a fresh era in 
British commercial policy. The Imperial Government 
was not slow to realise that the loss of the preference 
formerly enjoyed by Canada in the home markets was 
a serious matter to the young community, it abrogated 
in 1849 the navigation laws which fettered Colonial 
use of foreign shipping, and it was thanks to extremely 
effective diplomacy on the part of Lord Elgin in 
Canadian interests that a reciprocity treaty was nego- 
tiated with the United States in 1854, under which 
Canada made rapid strides in economic developtnent. 

The termination of that treaty, through the discovery 
by the United States that the bargain was too good a 
one for Canada, resulted in several efforts in which the 
United Kingdom strongly supported Canadian wishes 
to secure a fresh treaty; but the steps taken proved 
unavailing. The co-operation of British diplomats and 
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Chapter Canadian ministers was, however, continued, and Sir 
John Macdonald played a great part in the negotiation 
of the important Treaty of Washington of 1871 , which 
settled many outstanding issues, both commercial and 
pohtical, with the United States. The Imperial Grovem- 
ment also showed itself anxious to aid Canada to obtain 
closer commercial relations with Cuba, Brazdl, and 
Mexico, but enquiries, in 1866 , of these governments 
ehcited no result. In 1879 a further effort was made to 
secure a special treaty with Spain, and Sir A. G-alt, 
as representative of Canada, was associated, but in a 
subordinate capacity, with the British Ambassador at 
Madrid in the negotiations, which proved unavailing. 
The attempt was renewed in 1884 , when the new Hi gh 
Commissioner for Canada, Sir Charles Tupper, attained 
the right of negotiating as a plenipotentiary in con- 
junction with the British representative at Madrid. 
The plan failed of fruition, as Spain did not care to 
negotiate, but the right of Dominion statesmen to take 
part as plenipotentiaries in the negotiations of special 
conventions was recognised again in 1887 , when Sir 
Charles Tupper was associated with Mr J. Chamberlain, 
and Sir L. Sackville West, the British Minister at 
Washington, in abortive commercial negotiations in 
regard to the fisheries. A still more striking but in- 
formal episode took'place ia 1890 ; the Premier of New- 
foundfeind succeeded in effecting an agreement with the 
United States Secretary of State, but strong exception 
was taken by Canada to the terms of the arrangements 
as certain to prejudice the efforts of Canada to secure 
agreement on the issue of the fisheries with the United 
States, and this effort at treaty negotiation went no 
further, the Imperial Govermnent declining to convert 
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the project into a treaty.^ But in 1893, Sir Charles Chapter 
Tapper was successful, with the aid of a British diplo- 
mat, in securiug a treaty with Trance regarding trade 
with Canada. 

In the meantime a movement in favour of the con- 
clusion of special arrangements with foreign powers on 
trade questions had been on foot in Austraha, and the 
whole question was raised prominently at a largely 
attended Conference at Ottawa in 1894.^ The repre- 
sentations of the Colonial Governments received sym- 
pathetic consideration and the principles governing the 
matter were laid down by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies in a despatch® of June 28, 1895. “A foreign 
power”, Lord Ripon pointed out, “can only be ap- 
proached through Her Majesty’s representative, and 
any agreement entered into with it affecting any part 
of Her Majesty’s dominions is an agreement between 
Her Majesty and the sovereign of the foreign State; 
and it is to Her Majesty’s Government that the foreign 
State would apply in case of any question arising under 
it.” Any arrangement regarding trade relations be- 
tween a Colony and a foreign power must be concluded 
between the Crown and that State, and not between 
the State and the Colony, for the concession of the 
treaty power to the Colonies — ^as had been suggested 
in Australia as early as 1870 — ^would at once break up 
the Empire, a result which neither the United Eaiagdoia 
nor the Colonies desired. The negotiations would be 
carried on by Her Majesty’s representative at the 
foreign court, with the aid as a plenipotentiary or in a 
subordinate capacity of a colonial delegate. The treaty 
would be signed by the plenipotentiaries, after the 

1 Pari. Pap. C. 6303. * Pari. Pap. 0. 7824, pp. 16 £E. 
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Chapter preliminary approval of its terms by tbe Imperial and 
Colonial Governments, and would fall to be ratified by 
the Crown on tbe advice of tbe Imperial Government. 
In advising tbe Crown that Government would act on 
tfie representations of tbe Colonial Government, and it 
would be necessary before ratification could take place 
that any alteration in local legislation required sbould 
be carried tbrougb tbe legislature, so as to ensure that 
tbe obbgatipns undertaken by tbe Crown in tbe treaty 
were certain of immediate fuMlment. At tbe same time 
tbe conditions on wbicb sucb ratification must depend 
were indicated: (1) No treaty could be approved unless 
any concession made to a foreign power under it were 
immediately extended to every foreign power entitled 
to most favoured nation treatment in tbe Colony under 
; existing treaties. (2) Further, any concession so made 
must be extended unconditionally to tbe whole of tbe 
’ British possessions, and (3) no concession must be ac- 
cepted from a foreign Government wbicb would pre- 
judice tbe interests of other parts of tbe Empire. Tbe 
first of these conditions was, of course, no addition to 
colonial obligations, while tbe other two asserted tbe 
fundamental principle that tbe different parts of the 
Empire sbould consider one another’s interests as 
superior to tbe advantage to be derived for one part by 
concessions to a foreign power. 

Tb«>decision of 1895 was accompanied by tbe passing 
of legislation to remove tbe last fetter on tbe freedom 
of legislation of tbe Australian Colonies in tariff matters 
imposed in 1842, and relaxed in part in 1873. There 
remained, however, one difficulty respecting tbe free- 
dom of tbe Colonies to enact their own tariffs. Under 
tbe Treaties of 1865 and 1862 with Germany and 
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Belgium it was impossible for tbe Colomes to accord chapter 
preferential treatment to British goods imported into 
them, since these conventions secured Germany and 
Belgium national treatment in regard to imports. The 
Liberal Government in 1895 was unwilling to risk dis- 
putes with these powers by denouncing the treaties, 
and it was not until after the subject had again been 
raised at the Colonial Conference of 1897 , that steps 
were taken in 1898 to bring the treaties to^an end, and 
Canada was able to grant an efiective British prefer- 
ence, which no foreign power could share. Negotiations 
for foreign treaties in the interests of the Dominion 
hung fire until 1907 , when Canadian ministers secured 
a fresh convention with Prance to supersede that of 
1893 . On the occasion of this negotiation Sir Edward 
Grey reiterated the principles announced in 1895 , sub- 
ject only to the modification that it was not thought 
necessary that the British representative at Paris 
should take an active part in the negotiations, which 
were conducted direct between the Canadian ministers 
and the French Government. The agreement reached, 
however, was signed by the British representative along 
with the Canadian ministers under the authority of full 
powers issued for the purpose, and signature was onl^ 
authorised after careful scrutiny had satisfied the 
Imperial Government that the principles of 1895 had 
been fully adhered to. The change in the maimer of 
negotiation was then claimed, erroneously, as a great 
advance in the freedom of Dominion negotiation; in 
point of fact, the actual course adopted had been fore- 
shadowed in the case of Sir Charles Tapper’s projected 
negotiation with Spain in 1884 , and had been followed 
in principle in 1893 . The actual Treaty of 1907 proved 
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Chapter unsatisfactory to the French Parhament and was 
modified by a supplementary agreement of 1909, con- 
cluded in the same way, before it became acceptable. 
Changed circumstances during the war rendered the 
treaty unsuitable to the existing circumstances, and its 
operation was terminated by the wish of Canada in 
1920. In 1921, however, a modified form of agreement 
was negotiated and signed,^ as in 1907 and 1909. The 
question of the propriety of this mode of procedure in 
view of the new status of Canada, as a member of the 
League of Nations, was raised in the Dominion Parha- 
ment, but the Government had no hesitation in de- 
fending its action, and in 1922 a more comprehensive 
arrangement was similarly negotiated, and signed by 
the British Ambassador at Paris and two Canadian 
ministers. 

It is important to note that in the legislation which 
was passed by the Canadian Parliament in order to 
give effect to the convention of December 15, 1922, full 
regard was had to the principles which were laid down 
by Lord Kipon in 1895 as essential if the Empire were 
to remain a unity, although these rules no longer had 
binding power. It was expressly provided that the ad- 
vantages granted to France and to French possessions 
by the convention in matters of trade should be accorded 
to the United Kingdom in respect of its conamerce with 
Canaida for so long as the concessions remained in force 
with regard to France and her possessions. It was 
further provided that similar advantages shoxild be 
enjoyed by the products of any British possession in 
respect of its commerce with Canada if that possession 
granted to Canada the benefit of the most favourable 
^ See T^wrl. Pap. Cmd. 1614. TMs lias since been superseded. 
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customs tariff wMcIl it miglit accord to any foreign chapter 
State. The last provision was not, therefore, absolute in 
its terms, but it effectively secured all that was aimed 
at in Lord Ripon’s conditions. The actual terms of the 
convention further showed that care had been taken 
not to make concessions to France which would be 
likely, despite equahty of treatment, to injure British 
trade, while the concessions obtained from France were 
obviously legitimate. In this case, of course, the special 
nature of the trade rendered this possible; in any 
further development of reciprocal trade relations with 
the United States, which is always before the eyes of a 
Dominion Government, equality of treatment, on geo- 
graphical grounds, must result in an effective preference 
in many respects to the United States over the United 
Kingdom. But that is rooted on natural advantages 
which it would be useless as well as idle to ignore, 
though for the time being American feehng is opposed 
to reciprocity on any substantial scale. 

As already mentioned, in 1923 the discussion of the 
Hahbut Fisheries Treaty between Canada and the 
United States resulted in the bringing before the Im- 
perial Conference of that year of the question of treaty 
negotiations. As a result of the rules laid down by the 
Conference, any Dominion can negotiate through the 
British Government, or where it maintains its own 
diplomatic representative, by their instrumeatality 
any commercial treaty which it desires. In doing so 
it is rmder an obligation, though not one with any 
legal sanction, to keep other units of the Empire 
informed, and the principles which were laid down 
in 1895, though not binding, are clearly such as to 
deserve the fullest consideration. Moreover, since the 

K 
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Chapter doctrine of Imperial Preference was asserted during 
the war and given effect by the United Kingdom in 
the Finance Act of 1919, the general principle prevails 
that preferences to units of the Empire should, where 
possible, be given. It has been almost the invariable 
practice to make it clear in any treaties with foreign 
powers that inter-imperial preferences are not afiected, 
by most-favouxed-nation clauses in treaties; even the 
Irish Free State, in its commercial treaties negotiated 
freely by its own representatives, has adopted this 
principle. Considerable regret was felt in the Empire 
when in its Treaty of 1928 with Germany, the Urdon 
of South Africa pledged herself to extend to Germany 
any further British preference. In 1932 at the Ottawa 
Conference the principle that Imperial Agreements 
were not affected by most-favoured-nation clauses in 
treaties was laid down, and the Union of South Africa 
gave efiect to the principle by securing release from 
the stipulations of the treaty with Germany. 

When negotiations are conducted through British 
instrumentahties, inevitably it would be possible for 
objections to be raised more easily than is the case 
when the negotiations are conducted through Do- 
minion representatives. Even in those cases in which, 
under the authority of the Imperial Conference of 
1930, Dominion Governments deal direct with British 
representatives in foreign countries, these representa- 
tives must report to the Foreign Secretary their action. 
But it appears to be a convention that no greater ad- 
vantage of this position shall be taken by the British 
Govermnent, and that Governments which use British 
agencies shall be treated precisely as are those Govern- 
ments which act direct. The latter, of course, are under 
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the obligation to inform the other units of the Com- Chapter 
monwealth of their negotiations; thus the British Hi 
Government was given the opportunity to criticise the 
German Treaty of 1928, though the Union Govern- 
ment then was unable to accept its suggestions. It is 
obvious that the exchange of information is of high 
importance, for the parts of the Empire are often 
closely allied Jh interest. Canada and Newfoimdland 
have, in the past, been rivals for the faypurs of the 
United States; the interests of Australia and New 
Zealand do not always coincide; and the relations 
between the Union and Portugal, as set out in the 
Union-Mozambique Convention of 1934, are of sub- 
stantial importance to the United Kingdom, in respect 
of its African territories as well as to Southern Rhodesia. 
Moreover, the British alliance with Portugal causes the 
United Kingdom to be interested in all matters affect- 
ing that State. 

The British Government in its own commercial 
negotiations adopts the pohcy of endeavouring, as far 
as practicable, to obtaia from foreign powers the right 
to secure the apphcation of treaties to British Colonies, 
Protectorates, and Mandated Territories. Moreover, 
unless objections are raised by any Dominion, it 
endeavours to secure the right of acceptance for the 
Dominion, and, if the foreign power consents, the 
principle that Dominion products shall enjoy m the 
foreign country most-favoured-nation treatment, so 
long as the Dominion accords such treatment to ex- 
ports from that country. This concession is naturahy 
one which aU foreign States are not wiUing to grant. 

It is further the practice of the United Kingdom to 
claim that the concessions which it obtains in these 
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Chapter treaties for Britisli subjects as regards such matters 
as the right of entry, residence, carrying on business or 
professions, exemption from various obhgations and 
other privileges, apply also to British subjects con- 
nected with the Dominions, even when the Dominion 
has refused to accede to the treaty in question. This 
claim has usually been acquiesced in by foreign countries, 
but with the growth of separate Dorqdnion nation- 
alities, its assertion becomes more and more difficult, 
and in its latest treaties with France, Canada has 
adopted the plan of having, in addition to a treaty 
definitely commercial, a general treaty covering those 
rights of subjects, which hitherto would have been 
claimed for Canadians simply as British subjects.^ 
The Irish Free State, in the same manner, has negoti- 
ated conventions which provide for Irish nationals, or 
citizens, privileges similar to those which in British 
treaties are claimed for British subjects. 

Under modem practice, the right to accede to 
treaties for Colonies or for Dominions to accede is 
accompanied by the right of withdrawal, without 
prejudice to the vahdity of the treaty in general. The 
earher practice was to conclude for the whole Empire; 
by 1880 it was recognised that the Colonies ought not 
to be included without their consent, and in 1882, for 
the first time, the seK-governing Colonies were given 
the right of adherence at their discretion. The rule was 
later extended to aU Colonies, and from 1899 the 
right of separate withdrawal, generally, was asked 
for. Further, in deference to recommendations of the 
Colonial Conference of 1902 and 1907 and the Im- 
perial Conference of 1911, the power to withdraw from 

1 Keith, Jowtn, Comp, Leg. xvi. 138. 
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earlier treaties concluded without limitation of date, Chapter 
was obtained for the Dominions. 1 

In the case of India, control over treatj-making is 
still retained by the British Government, and under 
the new constitution external relations remain under 
the full control of the Governor-General. But by a con- 
vention, the conclusion of treaties with foreign powers 
is subject to^the approval of the Indian legislature, 
and it is clear that only in very abnormal circumstances 
would the British Government be prepared to secure 
through the legislative powers of the Governor-General 
the giving of efEect to a treaty rejected by the Indian 
legislature. 

Apart from formal treaties, inter-governmental 
accords are recognised — ^formally by the Imperial 
Conference of 1923 — ^as legitimate. But there are, in 
point of fact, inconveniences in proceeding in this 
manner, which were seen in Canada in 1910-11. In 
the former year informal negotiations between Can- 
adian ofl&cials and the German Consul-General re- 
sulted in Germany deciding to abandon the tariff 
differentiation against Canada, which she had en- 
forced in retaliation for the denunciation in 1897-8 
of the Treaty of 1865, in order to permit of the British 
preference given by Canada. The hostility of Germany 
had evoked Canadian retahation in the shape of a sur- 
tax on German imports; under the new understaading, 
which was quite informal, this was dropped while 
Germany admitted Canadian goods on the same terms 
as those accorded to British goods generally. The suc- 
cess of this arrangement led to informal negotiations 
resulting in concessions to Italy, Belgium, and Hol- 
land, and to the far more important effort to secure a 
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Chapter reciprocity arrangement with the United States. This 
iZl resulted in the signature of an agreement in 1911, 
which was to be carried out by legislation on either 
side, but was not to be treated as a diplomatic en- 
gagement, thus obviating the intervention, on the one 
hand, of the treaty rights of the United States Senate, 
and on the other hand, of the control of the Imperial 
Government. Although Canadian minsters had en- 
deavoured to observe faithfully the substance of the 
rules laid down in 1895 and 1907, it was doubtful 
whether the treaty might not result as the President 
expected in the United States acquiring an imdue 
pohtical influence in Canada; the Bill to give effect to 
the arrangement was successfully obstructed in the 
House of Conamons, and ultimately the Premier dis- 
solved Parliament, to be decisively defeated, largely 
owing to the feeling that the interests of the Empire as 
a whole had been insufidciently considered, a position 
which could hardly have arisen had the agreement 
taken normal treaty form. 

2. Co-oferation in Political Affairs before the War 
(a) Foreign Policy 

From the earliest period of responsible government 
the Imperial Govermnent recognised the necessity and 
propsety of taking no step in regard to issues afiecting 
the Colonies without fuU consultation with the Govern- 
ments of the territories concerned. Soon after the grant 
of responsible government to Newfoundland in 1856, 
a formal assurance was conveyed to the ministry that 
no change in the treaty burdens afiecting Newfound- 
land, in relation either to Prance or to the United 
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States, would be agreed to without the discussion of Chapter 
the issues with the Colonial administration. Similarly in 
1865-70 an elaborate interchange of views between 
Canada and the United Kingdom took place during 
the period of troubled relations which followed on the 
refusal of the United States to continue the policy 
of reciprocity, and the revival in an acute form of 
the controversy over American fishery rights on the 
Canadian coast, compHcated by the resentment felt in 
the United States towards the British attitude in the 
war of secession, the Alabama claims, and Canadian 
counter-claims in respect of the Fenian invasion of 
Canada from American territory. The difficulty of 
envisaging such issues from a broad point of view is 
revealed by the complaints made by Sir John Mac- 
donald, who represented Canada in the negotiation of 
the Treaty of Washington, 1871, of the failure of his 
British colleagues to press Canadian interests. The 
British delegates reahsed very keenly the strength of 
anti-British feeling in the United States, and the com- 
plete inability of the United Kingdom to give efiective 
aid to the Dominion in the event of hostihties. More- 
over, if they were unable to press Canadian interests as 
far as Sir John Macdonald desired, they effected a 
settlement of the fisheries question which the United 
States thought very disadvantageous to herself, and 
they consented to a settlement of the Aktham^ epi- 
sode, which was certain to involve Britain in heavy 
payments, and which went far beyond the code then 
recognised at international law. 

Nor can the United Kingdom justly be blamed for 
the loss to Germany of South-West Africa in 1884, for 
the prime responsibility for a misfortune — since happily 
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Chapter remedied — lay witli tlie dilatoriness of tlie Govern- 
— 1 ment of th.e Cape of Good Hope, including Cecil Ehodes. 
wHch. refused until too late to give the assurance as tc 
expenses of administration which the Imperial Govern- 
ment very naturally made the condition of consent tc 
annexation. The almost contemporaneous dispute witt 
Queensland, over the attempt of the former in 1883 tc 
annex the island of Hew Guinea, reveals^ the impossi- 
bihty of expecting a colonial Government, remote from 
Europe, to appreciate the gravity of the breach witl 
France over the occupation of Egypt, and the deter- 
mined efforts of Germany to secure a colonial empire, 
which rendered insistence on the whole extent of the 
colonial demands out of the question.^ Equally unjust, 
if natural, were the reproaches addressed by Mr Seddor 
to Mr Chamberlain in 1899, when the cession of British 
claims in respect of Samoa was enforced by Germany 
through the medium of a menace of hostility if hei 
demands were not conceded, at the moment when the 
British forces in South Africa had suffered a series oi 
disasters equally unexpected and humiliating. Similarly 
the representations of Australia and New Zealand, at 
the Colonial Conference of 1907, in regard to the failure 
of Britain to secure full sovereignty over the New 
Hebrides, ignored the fact that Britain never had the 
means sufficient for wholesale acquisitions of territory, 
and that her failures are far less noteworthy than her 
successes in securing lands. Newfoundland at the same 
Conference protested vehemently against the conduct 
of the negotiations with the United States regarding 
the rights of American fishermen in the Newfoundland 
fisheries, and refused absolutely to accept the pro- 

^ Cf. Eleith, TM Belgian Congo and the Berlin Act (1919). 



FRAMEWORK OF THE IMPERIAL CONSTITUTION 137 


posals of the Imperial Government for a modus vivendi Chapter 
pending the reference of the dispute to arbitration. It 
became, therefore, necessary for the Imperial Govern- 
ment to proceed to the extreme step of suspending the 
operation of Newfoundland legislation against Ameri- 
can rights or pretended rights, by the issue of an Order 
in Council under an Imperial Act of 1819, passed in 
order to empower the carrjdng out of the Treaty of 
1818 with the United States, under whiph extensive 
rights in Newfoundland were conceded. It is significant 
of the unwisdom of the Newfoundland attitude that 
none of the other Dominions supported the attitude of 
that Government.’- By the prudent decision of the 
Imperial Government a grave state of friction with the 
United States was obviated, and the reference of the 
question to arbitration resulted in a settlement advan- 
tageous for Newfoundland. On the other hand, persist- 
ence in the Newfoundland policy of seeking to enforce 
her authority on American vessels in the Newfound- 
land fishery must have meant a serious rupture with 
the United States, all the more inexcusable since there 
was agreement to refer the question to arbitration, and 
it was obviously essential to come to a reasonable com- 
promise for the period pending the decision of the 
arbitral court. 

While there has never been any doubt as to the 
necessity of consulting the Dominions on matters^peci- 
ally affecting their interests, the idea of taking those 
Governmen-ts into the councils of the Empire on general 
pohtical questions is of quite modern growth. It was 
natural enough that this should be so. The colonists in 
the early period of the development of the territories 

‘ Of. Keith, Speech and Documents on British Colonial Policy, ii. 167-81. 
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Chapter were most anxious to be free from any connection with 
— 1 high policy which they could not hope seriously to 
modify. This spirit found its fullest expression in the 
proposal emanating from a Eoyal Commission in Vic- 
toria in 1870, which suggested that the Colonies should 
be given the power of making treaties so as to be able 
to arrange their own commercial relations, and be 
secured by international negotiations tb® status of 
neutrality, ^l^ile remaining under the British Crown, 
The idea was prompted in part by the fact that the case 
of the neutrality of Belgium was held to encourage 
belief in the inviolabihty of such neutrahty in war; it 
proved far from acceptable generally in Australia and 
nothing came of it. But the spirit of aloofness to foreign 
affairs, not immediately afiecting the Colonies, re- 
mained. It showed itself in the failure to realise the 
complexity of international relations, evinced in the 
impatient denunciations of every action of the Im- 
perial Government which did not accord precisely with 
colonial interests. In more mature judgments, such as 
that of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, it took the form of resolute 
insistence on the attainment of autonomy in all internal 
affairs and rigorous abstention from any general inter- 
ference iu foreign relations, an attitude which he mani- 
fested consistently at the Colonial Conferences of 1897 
and 1902. The position was not unnatural, for Mr 
Chamberlain’s efforts at these meetings were rather 
concentrated on the necessity of the rendering of sup- 
port by the Colonies to the Imperial Government in 
arranging for Empire defence, the burden of which he 
considered too great for the United Kingdom to bear 
alone, than on the possibility of securing the Colonies 
an effective voice in foreign affairs. The two positions 
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were each, natural and defensible: Mr Chamberlain, in Chapter 

effect, contended that it was not just that the United 1 

Kingdom should alone defray the cost of defence of 
the Empire, a proposition not in itself answerable; Sir 
W. Laurier met the demand by the arguments, first, 
that it was impossible to expect the Colonies to accept 
taxation for defence other than local, when over foreign 
pohcy m gejjeral they neither had, nor could effectively 
be given, any real control, since, even if fejjeration were 
practicable, the voices of the Colonies would be over- 
ridden by weight of numbers; second, that the resources 
of Canada were far better expended, even from the 
point of view of Imperial defence, on building up 
the Dominion, and equipping it with its great trans- 
continental railways. 

The passage of time, bringing with it growth of 
population, greater accumulated wealth, increase of 
communications, and a higher standard of education 
in political issues, resulted in the appearance of a de- 
mand in the Dominions for a share in Imperial pohcy. 

This was voiced insistently at the Imperial Conference 
of 1911 by the Commonwealth of Australia, where 
much feeHng had been excited by the conclusion of the 
Declaration of London as the result of the labours of a 
Conference summoned under a decision of the Hague 
Conference of 1907. It is significant of the change of 
attitude that the Dominions had shown no interest in 
the Hague Conference of 1907, and that it was t^ie 
propaganda in the United Kingdom against what was 
asserted to be a dangerous surrender of sea power by 
the Declaration that raised fears in the Commonwealth 
regarding the position of her trade and general security 
in any future war. The Imperial Government made no 
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Chapter attempt to justify the policy of not consulting tlie 
Dominions in tliese matters; it pointed out that, in 
failing to do so, it had simply followed precedent, and 
suggested the creation of a new rule for the future, 
under which the Dominions should be consulted when 
preparations were being made to issue instructions to 
the British delegates at future Hague Conferences, and 
that, when draft conventions had been provisionally 
agreed to at^these Conferences, they should be circu- 
lated to the Dominions for any observations these 
Grovernments might desire to offer before final signa- 
ture. The same procedure, when time and opportunity 
and subject matter permitted, was to be followed as 
regards other conventions affecting Dominion interests. 
It is, however, important to note that Sir W. Laurier 
expressly dissented from any attempt to make it a rule 
that the Doniinions must be consulted on international 
issues not immediately affecting them, on the broad 
ground that, if such consultation took place, the 
Dominions became involved in the necessity of sup- 
porting the action decided upon, at any rate if they 
concurred in it. 

The change of Government which took place in 
Canada at the close of 1911 resulted in a fresh effort to 
promote Imperial co-operation in foreign affairs. Con- 
temporaneously with the Imperial Conference of 1911 , 
a meeting of Dominion ministers had taken place at 
the Committee of Imperial Defence at which Sir E. 
Grey made a full disclosure of the situation of European 
pohtics, with special reference to the growing danger of 
friction between Germany and France, and the meet- 
ing in view of the European situation decided unani- 
mously to support the renewal of the alliance with 
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Japan, which on its merits was not popular in Austraha Chapter 
or Canada. The same information then accorded to 
Sir W. Laurier had now to be given to his successor, 

Mr Borden, and, as the outcome of discussions with 
him, the Imperial Government suggested to the Do- 
minions that each should be represented in London by a 
resident minister of the Dominion Cabinet, who would 
attend meetkigs of the Committee of Imperial Defence, 
when matters interesting the Dominions were under 
consideration, and should be in free and fuU communi- 
cation with British ministers, so as to be kept properly 
informed on all matters of British and foreign pohcy, 
although, of course, the final control of such pohcy 
must rest with the Imperial Cabinet. The proposal was 
intended at once to strengthen the preparations of 
the Empire for defence, and to secure that, while the 
Dominions could not control foreign pohcy, every im- 
portant step should be taken with their knowledge, so 
that any representations which they deemed it desir- 
able to make, could be brought effectively by an officer 
of Cabinet rank before the Imperial Government. The 
suggestion, however, was coldly received in the Do- 
minions generally, being treated as premature, audit was 
not until 1914 that even Canada on Lord Strathcona’s 
death carried it into effect to the extent of appoint- 
ing a Cabinet minister to act as High Commissioner, 
in heu of filling that office on a purely official btisis. 

It is characteristic of the general tendency in the 
Dominions and the United Kingdom ahke during this 
period that a formal suggestion of Imperial Eederation, 
put forward by Sir Joseph Ward at the Imperial 
Conference of 1911, received scant shift from the Con- 
ference, though it is fair to say that the scheme was 



142 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


Chapter presented to the Conference in an unexpected form, 
and that both its presentation and discussion showed 
evidence of insufficient preparation or appreciation of 
the issues involved. It was made clear, however, by all 
the Dominions save New Zealand, that no surrender 
of their autonomy was possible even for the sake of 
securing a formal, as opposed to a real, voice in deter- 
mining foreign poHcy. 


(6) Defence 

The state of feeling during the early years of 
colonial existence, and the material conditions pre- 
vaihng, rendered any idea of preparation for co- 
operation in Imperial defence out of the question. On 
the contrary. Imperial forces were for a time main- 
tained side by side with local militia, governed by 
colonial Acts, in order to protect the Colonies from 
internal risks, arising from local elements of danger as 
well as from external attack. The difibculty of such an 
arrangement became early obvious in New Zealand, 
where the Maoris were formidable antagonists of the 
young Colony. There was disagreement in 1862-70 
between the oflicer commanding the forces and the 
local Governments as to the plan of campaign and 
the measures to be adopted; the Imperial Government 
did not concur in the views of ministers, and pointed 
out that it was impossible for them to accept the 
position that the Imperial Exchequer was to defray the 
cost of, and the War Office to provide, troops to be 
used at the sole discretion of the local Government. 
The local Govermnent naturally enough could not see 
its way to accommodate its native policy to the views 
of the Imperial Government, with the inevitable result 
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of the recall of the Imperial forces, leaving New Chapter 
Zealand to provide for its local defence. The Imperial 
G-overnment, however, acting in accordance with a 
resolution of the House of Commons of 1862 , raised in 
all cases the question of payment by the local Govern- 
ment for troops provided in instances where local 
defence alone was likely to fall to their lot; the Colo- 
nies, both oj. financial and general poHtical grounds, 
reahsed that it was unwise to retain trpops on the 
condition of payment, and the Imperial troops were 
rapidly withdrawn, being left only in stations of 
Imperial as opposed to local consequence, at Halifax 
and Esquimalt in Canada, and in South Africa, where 
there was not only need for a naval base, but the Im- 
perial Government was responsible for peace and order 
in large native areas. Thus it resulted that, while 
Imperial troops were available in 1870 for the sup- 
pression of the Bed River rebellion, in 1885 the troubles 
in the north-west were dealt with by Canadian forces 
only. 

In these circumstances it was not to be expected 
that regular military aid from the Colonies to the 
Empire should be arranged for, though Canadian 
voyageurs served on the expedition up the Mle during 
the abortive attempt to meet the Dervish advance in 
the Sudan, and New South Wales sent a contingent. 

The need of the Empire in the South AfricarrWar 
( 1899 - 1902 ), however, resulted in large bodies of 
volunteers from Australia, New Zealand, and Canada, 
where the Governments assumed responsibility for 
arrangements for raising the men, and of course, the 
Cape and Natal local forces and volunteers lent their 
aid to their own defence against attack from the Boer 
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Chapter republics and rebellion witliin tbeir boundaries. Tbe 
experience thus gained showed naany inconveniences 
from the point of view of efi&ciency in improvising co- 
operation between the Imperial and local forces, but 
both at the Colonial Conferences of 1902 and 1907 it 
was recognised to be impossible to devise any system 
securing military aid to the Imperial forces in the event 
of a war. As the outcome of the latter ConI'erence, how- 
ever, an Imperial General Staff was organised at the 
War Office early in 1909; its position and functions 
were considered fully at the Naval and Military Con- 
ference of 1909, and the Imperial Cpnference of 1911. 
It was recognised that there could be no idea of sub- 
ordinating in any way Dominion forces to Imperial 
control, but that there was much to be gained by 
standardising military matters, as far as possible, in 
respect of formation of units, patterns of weapons, 
training, and methods of transport, so that, while 
each Dominion force would be perfectly autonomous, 
it would be possible effectively to merge the whole, 
if in the event of war the Dominions so desired, into 
a homogeneous Imperial army. There was planned 
the attachment of Dominion officers to the Imperial 
General Staff in the United Kingdom, and the loan of 
British officers to the Dominions, with a view to the 
estabhshment there of branches of the Imperial 
Genefal Staff, charged with the duty of corresponding 
with that body in order to concert plans of Imperial 
defence. During the Conference of 1911 the importance 
of the Committee of Imperial Defence was emphasised. 
This body, revived through the interest of Mr Bal- 
four as Prime Minister, primarily to consider defence 
matters in the United Kingdom from a broader point 
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of view than the War Office or the Admiralty, was Chapter 
shown to be admirably suited as a means by wbich iXl 
representatives of the Dominions could discuss with 
the Imperial Government matters of general import- 
ance of defence, and the suggestion was made that in 
each Dominion a Defence Committee should be set up 
charged with the duty of considering the defence of the 
Dominion a| a whole, and in relation to Imperial 
defence. Though httle use was actually made of the 
arrangement under which a Dominion representative 
was to be invited to meetings when matters affecting 
Dominion defence were concerned, the Committee with 
the Overseas Defence Committee worldng under its 
aegis concentrated its attention on defence problems, 
and produced a valuable War Booh, containing de- 
tailed arrangements to be acted on in the event of 
war, which was adopted by Canada as a model for a 
similar production for use in that Dominion. 

The question of naval defence from the outset had a 
more Imperial aspect, since the primary function of 
the British navy was to defend the British possessions 
against the possibility of attack, and any contribution 
to local defence was of immediate concern as aiding in 
reducing the burdens imposed on the navy. As early 
as 1865 an Imperial Act ^ authorised the maintenance 
by the Colonies of local forces for coast and harbour 
defence, and some small use was made of its. pro- 
visions in Australia. A more important step was taken 
in 1887 when, as the outcome of the Colonial Con- 
ference of that year, an agreement was made under 
which a stronger squadron was placed on the Aus- 

^ 28 & 29 Viet. 0 . 14. This Act was re-enacted with some improvements 
as the Colonial Naval Defence Act, 1931 (21 Geo. V. c. 9). 

L 



Chapter tralasian. station on consideration of a contribution 
iZl of £126,000 a year to tbe extra cost involved beyond 
wbat was deemed desirable on Imperial grounds. Tbe 
agreement was renewed and extended at tbe Confer- 
ence of 1902, tbe contributions being increased to 
£200,000 for tbe Commonwealtb, wbicb bad now suc- 
ceeded to tbe obligations of tbe former colonies, and 
£40,000 by New Zealand. But Austraban feebng 
naturally enough resented tbe payment of charges 
without control, and Mr Dealdn adumbrated a scheme 
under wbicb tbe subsidy should be dropped and 
Austraba undertake tbe maintenance of a local flotilla 
for her own defence, a scheme wbicb was regarded 
coldly by tbe Admiralty on tbe score of inefiectiveness 
in war and inconvenience in peace through division of 
control. Tbe European crisis, wbicb was the subject 
of anxious speeches by ministers in tbe House of 
Commons in 1909, resulted in tbe offer by New Zea- 
land to , present one or, if need be, two Dreadnoughts 
to tbe Empire.^ and this was foUowed by offers of 
action by tbe States of New South Wales and Victoria, 
if tbe Commonwealtb, then under tbe Labour Govern- 
ment of Mr Fisher, should fail to act. Tbe Common- 
wealtb Government, however, proposed to estabbsb 
a local navy, under its control in peace, but falbng 
automatically under Imperial control in time of war. 
A coabtion between its opponents, tbe parties of Mr 
Dealdn and Mr George Reid, ejected it from office 
and procured tbe offer of a Dreadnought. Tbe whole 
subject was discussed at a Naval and Military Con- 
ference at London, with tbe result that a scheme was 
evolved for tbe creation of a Pacific fle^t of three units, 
^ This took material shape in l^ew Zealand* 
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East Indies, China, and Australian, the last to he chapter 
supplied and controlled by Australia, the first by the — 1 
British Admiralty, which was also to control the China 
unit, though the New Zealand contribution was to be 
employed in providing part of the fleet. It was also 
agreed that Canada should make a beginning of fleet 
construction, on the same principle as Australia. The 
case of Soutlj, Africa, where the Cape and Natal were 
making monetary contributions of £85,OOO^a year, was 
allowed to stand over in view of the formation of the 
Union. 

There remained to be settled the delicate question 
of harmonising the existence of independent Austrahan 
and Canadian units with the international unity of the 
Empire, and the necessity for co-operation in time of 
war. This issue was adjusted at the Imperial Con- 
ference of 1911. It was agreed that in time of peace 
Dominion forces should be tmder the sole control of 
the Dominion Governments, but care was to be taken 
to secure similarity of training and disciphne with the 
Imperial navy. Definite areas were marked out as the 
Canadian and Austrahan stations within whose limits 
the movements of the fleets would normally he con- 
fined. If any foreign ports were to be visited, the con- 
currence of the Imperial Government naust be first 
obtained, so that the necessary diplomatic notification 
of the intended visit could be given to the foseign 
power concerned. While at a foreign port a report of 
the ship’s proceedings was to be forwarded to the 
Commander-ha-Chief on the station, or the Admiralty, 
and any instructions as to international relations given 
by the Imperial Government were to be obeyed, the 
Dominion Goyerhment also being informed. Arrange- 
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Chapter ments miglat be made for joint exercises with the Im- 
perial fleet, tbe senior officer taking command of the 
whole fleet, but not interfering save when necessary 
in matters of internal economy. The officers of the 
various fleets were to be ranked by seniority, and the 
necessary personnel to start the new fleets was to be 
provided by the Admiralty, which would also afiord 
facihties for training. In time of war it. was contem- 
plated but, not made essential that the Dominion 
fleets would fall imder complete Imperial control. 

Austraha persevered in the projected fleet creation, 
and New Zealand, after the overthrow of the Liberal 
Government in 1912 , decided to aim at a local flotilla, 
while consenting that the Admiralty should retain in 
European waters the vessel presented by her as the 
outcome of the Conference of 1909 , in view of the 
menacing position of European politics. In Canada a 
legal foundation for the creation of a separate fleet was 
made in 1910 , but httle progress was made with the 
project even after the doubt which soon presented itself 
as to the power of the Dominion Parhament to regu- 
late events taking place beyond its territorial waters 
was solved by the Naval Discipline (Dominion Naval 
Forces) Act, 1911 , of the Imperial Parhament.^ The 
change of government and the impression of the serious- 
ness of the naval position made upon Mr Borden on his 
visit-in 1912 to England, resulted in his making instead 
proposals of an immediate grant of thirty-five milhon 

^ Under this Act full arrangements have been made by Orders in 
Conncil, August 12, 1913, June 28 and July 16, 1920, to regulate the 
relations of Dominion and British forces, and Canada has received all 
naval lands and dockyards under 9 Edw. VII. c. 18. Since 1935 British 
personnel may be required by the Admiralty to serve on Dominion 
ships. 
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dollars to tlie British. Grovemment for the constnictioa Chapter 

of Dreadnoughts, a proposal frustrated by the refasal 1 

of the Senate, on which the Liberals had a majority, to 
accept the Act proposed for this purpose. The Dominion 
Grovernment, for its part, was not prepared to proceed 
with a local fleet, so that no progress in this regard was 
made before the war. 

* 

3. Imperial Co-operation during the' War 

The decision of the Imperial Grovemment to enter 
upon the war was taken on its own responsibility under 
circumstances of so pressing a nature as to render 
consultation with the Dominions impossible.^ But the 
Dominion Governments had, before war was seen to be 
inevitable, intimated their recognition of the probable 
conflict and their loyal determination to afford full sup- 
port of the Empire; indeed in Australia, at least, there 
was some popular feehng of doubt lest the Imperial 
Government would fail to reahse the necessity of 
resisting aggression. Moreover, once the die was cast, 
the Dominions hastened to express their readiness to 
afford aid. It was, in fact, obvious that with constitu- 
tional relations such as they were, it was impossible 
to find any fault with the attitude of the Imperial 
Government, whose scheme of 1912, for the appoint- 
ment of resident nainisters, if accepted, would -'have 
secured the Domirdons both fuller and earlier touch 
with the developments of the European situation, 
without fundamentally altering the position of the 
Dominions. 

The extraordinary danger to the Empire revealed by 

^ See Keith, War Government of the Dominions (1921), 
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Chapter the strength of the German attack in Europe, sup- 
plemented by the decision of Turkey to effect the over- 
throw of British power in the East, led to remarkable 
sacrifices by the Dominions. Their naval forces, of 
value and importance in the case of Australia, were 
placed immediately under the control of the Admiralty, 
and steps were promptly taken to raise large bodies of 
troops to serve under the command of the British 
commander^ ia the field. It was early recognised that 
any attempt to assert independent control of these 
forces would be fatal to effective action, and the dis- 
advantages in war of divergences from the standard 
military equipment of the British army were revealed 
in the defects of the Ross rifle, which had been adopted 
in Canada as the service weapon. On the other hand, 
as the numbers of the Dominion troops grew, due 
recognition was accorded to their national character; 
the Canadian forces, when they achieved the dimen- 
sions of an army corps, were retained in that formation, 
and their commander was a Canadian ofl&cer whose 
opinion weighed admittedly more seriously with the 
British Commander-in-Chief than did that of the 
average corps commander on the score of the nation- 
ality of his forces. The Canadian Government also felt 
itself entitled to intervene against a use of the troops 
deemed inadvisable, as when the idea was mooted in 
lOlT'^of sending to Italy reinforcements amounting to 
less than a corps, a step which, apphed to the Canadians, 
would have broken up their homogeneity. Similarly, 
while the Australian troops were under the control 
of British commanders, their immediate leaders were 
AustrSilian of&cers, and in most matters of internal 
economy they were free to act as they thought best. 
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The result of this measure of autonomy within the Chapter 

British forces as a whole was unquestionably satis- 1 

factory in producing more effective results than any 
effort to secure more uniformity could have been. 

The services of the Dominion troops had the special 
value in the later period of the war that the men were 
almost wholly volunteers; it is true that in 1916 New 
Zealand, and^n the following years Canada and New- 
foundland, adopted compulsory service as done in 
the United Kingdom, excluding Ireland, in 1916, but 
very httle was done by Canada to make conscription 
effective until the armistice was almost at hand. In the 
Commonwealth the pohtical blunder was made of sub- 
mitting the question of compulsory service to a refer- 
endum, which twice failed to ehcit a favourable re- 
sponse. The result was practically inevitable, since the 
electorate included a large number of women who could 
hardly be expected to rise to the difficult and invidious 
position of imposing by their votes sacrifices on men 
from which they themselves would be exempt, while 
bitterness on political issues between the Coalition 
Government, formed to carry on during the war, and 
the Labour Party led to many supporters of the latter 
voting against the proposals, rather because they sought 
thus to embarrass the administration than because of 
any conviction against the principle of conscription. 

In South Africa conscription was, of course, rendered 
impossible by the acute division of feeling between 
the English-speaking population and a section of the 
Dutch, which led to a rebellion immediately after the 
Union Government had decided in 1914, in deference 
to the suggestion of the Imperial Government, to in- 
vade German South-West Africa. The rebellion was put 
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Chapter down, ELot wittout Considerable difficulty and loss of 
life, by tbe exertions of General Botba, largely with the 
support of the loyal Dutch population, and the collapse 
of the insurrection was followed by a brilliant campaign 
to reduce German South-West Africa. Both volunteers 
and a General were lent by the Union for operations 
in East Africa, while the German possessions in the 
Pacific were reduced by military expeditions in 1914 
from the Commonwealth and New Zealand under the 
protection of the Australian fleet unit, which had been 
handed over to Admiralty control. 

It was, of course, inevitable that the bulk of the 
burden of the war, both in expenditure of money and 
in men, should fall on the United Kingdom as most 
immediately and vitally concerned in success, and 
the Dominion Governments concurred readily in the 
opinion of the Imperial Government, expressed early 
in the course of hostihties, that the Imperial Conference 
meeting, which would normally have fallen in 1915, 
should be postponed, an assurance being given that it 
was the intention to consult the Dominion Govern- 
ments, preferably personally, before any peace settle- 
ment was arrived at. They consented also that any 
territorial acquisitions made by their forces during 
hostilities should be held at the disposal of the Empire 
in the event of peace. The prolongation of the war, 
however, made it obvious that consultation was 
essential, and the fall of Mr Asquith’s administration 
was i mm ediately followed by the issue of an invitation 
to the Donoinions and to India to be represented at 
discussions with the Imperial Government regarding 
the conduct of the war and the possible terms of peace. 
These meetings in 1917, and 1918, were organised in 
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two forms; one set, styled the Imperial War Cabinet, Chapter 
meeting under the chairmanship of the Imperial Prime 
Minister, dealt with the fundamental questions of the 
war; the other, presided over by the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, concerned itself with minor war issues 
and such matters not immediately concerning the war 
as required discussion even during hostilities; the pro- 
ceedings of the former body were secret, those of the 
latter had largely the same character. Great importance 
attached to the position of India which, on the score 
that it did not enjoy responsible government, was ex- _. 
eluded, somewhat unwisely, from the Imperial Con- 
ference of 1911; realisation of the great importance of 
the resources of India for war pxnposes resulted in the 
extension to her of an invitation to be represented not 
only by the Secretary of State, but also by repre- 
sentatives of the Indian Government and the Native 
States. 

The Imperial War Cabinet was doubtless in a sense 
misnamed, for it was, if a cabinet at all, only one in the 
apphed signification of a cabinet of governments, as it 
was styled by Sh R. Borden. Unhke a true cabinet, as 
understood in the British Empire, it owed no common 
responsibihty, but consisted of members who repre- 
sented and were answerable for their actions to difier- 
ent Parhaments. Thejre was, and could be, no Prune 
Minister to act as head; the British Premier presided 
only as 'primus inter pares, by the courtesy due to the 
greatest partner in the Empire. It was impossible to 
take majority decisions; whatever the views of the 
greater part of those present might be, each Govern- 
ment remained unfettered, if it disagreed with the 
common purpose adopted by the rest of the Conference. 
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Chapter The War Cabinet had no executive ofl&cers to carry out 
ZZl its resolutions, even when they were unanimous; each 
Government had to give its own orders. To say, there- 
■ fore, that an executive for the Empire, even in war 
only, had been created is erroneous. But there was a 
very real value in the device; the Dominions had 
willingly handed over to the Imperial Government 
control of their military and naval forces*, and it was 
all to the good that the whole Empire should meet in 
Council to discuss the aims for which these forces were 
being employed, and the uses to which they were being 
put. In the last resort, of course, the decision lay with 
the Imperial Government, but that Government had 
every reason to secure that its pohcy won the hearty 
approval of the other portions of the Empire. Nor 
can it be seriously doubted that the Dominion repre- 
sentatives, speaking in a position of absolute freedom, 
possessed far greater influence than they could ever 
have exerted merely as minority members of a federal 
legislature or executive.^ 

The co-operation thus attained was continued in 
1919 in the shape of the British Empire Peace Delega- 
tion taken as a whole. The separate representation 
secured to the Dominions and to India, in just recog- 
nition of them vast services to the cause of hberty 
throughout the world, was doubtless less important in 
practice than the opportunity afiorded to them to dis- 
cuss British pohcy, and to secure that it should be 
determined m such a sense as would best meet Do- 
minion and Indian needs, for India had a special 

1 This fact refuted Mr A, Fisher’s argument (TOe Times, January 31, 
1916), that the then existing position gave the elector in the United 
Kingdom more power in foreign affairs than a Dominion Prime Minister. 
See Mr Hughes’s declaration,. Commonwealth Delates, 1923, p. 1779. 
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interest in modifying the terms offered to Turkey, in Chapter 
view of the strong pro-TurMsh feelings of her Moslem iZl 
population, whose rehgious convictions outweighed 
their sense of the treachery of Turkey to the allies, 
and the appalling losses inflicted on them by her action 
in preventing effective relations with Russia and 
Rumania during the crisis of the war. The peace terms 
secured for libe Dominions mandates over the terri- 
tories annexed, and membership of the^ League of 
Nations, as well as rights of indemnity and full 
authority to deal with the property of enemy nationals 
within their territory. The signature of their delegates 
to the Peace Treaties and the various other conven- 
tions concluded with the new States and the lesser 
allies, if not essential in any way to the validity of 
the treaties, was a graceful assertion of the constitu- 
tional propriety of their formal participation in these 
arrangements, even when their interest in them was re- 
mote. Similarly the British ratiflcation of the arrange- 
ments was withheld in order to allow of the Govern- 
ments consulting their Parliaments and receiving 
formal approval before steps formally to ratify were 
taken. There was, of course, no legal obligation on 
the Dominion Governments to obtain Parliamentary 
sanction before they requested ratifilcation, but tbe 
growing tendency to ask formal Parliamentary sanc- 
tion was shown by the action of the Canadian Govern- 
ment in thus obtaining approval in 1922 for the ac- 
ceptance of the amendments to the Covenant of the 
League of Nations adopted in 1921, although none of 
these in itself required any legislation or Parliamentary 
approval to make it effective. 

It might have been expected that the co-operation 
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Chapter for war purposes would have resulted in the closer 
unity in structure of the Empire, and in the United 
Kingdom an energetic campaign, promoted by the 
“Round Table” group of political thinkers, was con- 
ducted in order to secure the adoption of some form 
of Imperial federation, as the only proper means by 
which the Dominions would be enabled to share in 
the control of foreign pohoy. The argument, however, 
that the htunblest voter in the United Kingdom had 
more power in moulding Imperial policy than the 
Prime Ministers of the Dominions was proved pal- 
pably false by the proceedings of the War Cabinets of 
1917 and 1918, while a marked disinchnation was 
manifested by all the Governments to touch on the 
subject during the war. The Imperial War Conference 
of 1917 recorded the view that the readjustment of the 
constitutional relations of the Empire was too im- 
portant and intricate a subject to be dealt with during 
the war, and that it should form the subject of a 
special Imperial Conference to be summoned as soon 
as possible after hostihties. They deemed it, however, 
their duty to place on record their view “that any 
such readjustment, while thoroughly preserving aU 
existing powers of seh-govemment and complete 
control of domestic aSairs, should be based on a full 
recognition of the Dominions as autonomous nations 
of ap. Imperial Commonwealth, and of India as an 
important portion of the same, should recognise the 
right of the Dominions and India to an adequate 
yoice in foreign policy and in foreign relations, and 
should provide effective arrangements for continuous 
consultation in all important matters of common 
Imperial concern, and for such necessary concerted 
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action, foTinded on consultation, as the several Grovern- 
ments may determine”. 

To tliis the Imperial War Cabinet, on July 20, 1918, 
added the principle that the Prime Ministers of the 
Domiruons, as members of the War Cabinet, should 
have the right of direct communication with the 
British Prime Minister on all such matters as they 
deemed of sufficient consequence, instead of com- 
municating through the Governor-G-eneral, and the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and that in the 
interval between plenary cabinet meetings they 
might be represented by ministers resident in, or 
visiting, London. 

4 . Imperial Co-operation in Foreign Affairs 
and Defence since 1919 

- (a) Foreign Affairs 

The Constitutional Conference proved impracticable 
in 1919 , owing to the pressure of other business, and 
reconstruction both in the Dominions and at home 
prevented any meeting of the ministers of the Empire 
in 1920 . A meeting, however, was convened in 1921 , 
partly at the urgent^^ representations of the Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth, partly because of the 
necessity of devising some common pohcy for the 
Empire in regard to the matter of the Anglo-Japanese 
alliance. The situation in this regard was obscure,^ for 
the Covenant of the League of hTations imposed on 
the members of the League the necessity of revising 
any agreements, to which they were already parties, 
with a view to their being brought into harmony with 

^ Keith, Letters on Imperial Bdatiom, 1916-1935, pp, 315, 316. 


Chapter 

IV. 
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Chapter tte terms of tlie Covenant. In accordance witli this 
provision, in July 1921 , the British and Japanese 
Governments notified the League of their intention to 
carry out this principle with regard to the Anglo- 
Japanese Treaty of 1911 , and it was open to argu- 
ment, though this was afterwards decided in the 
negative by the Law Officers of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, that this notification amounted to^a formal de- 
nunciation of the Treaty of 1911 . Apart, however, 
fcom this point there was the essential question of 
principle to he decided; was the alliance to be con- 
tiuued, or was it to be abandoned? The dominant 
motive in the matter was, iuevitably, the feeling of 
Canada that the alliance, as indicating the possibility 
of hostility to the United States, should be terminated. 
It was admitted that the terms of clause 4 of the treaty 
itself were clear enough to obviate the chance of the 
Empire being involved in war with the United States 
on behalf of Japan, since that clause provided that, 
if either party to the alliance concluded a treaty of 
general arbitration with a third power, nothing in the 
alliance would entail upon that party an obligation 
to go to war with the power with which it had made 
the treaty of arbitration, and there was no possible 
doubt that the Peace Commission Treaty of September 
15 , 1914 , between the British Crown and the United 
States was such an arbitration treaty as was con- 
templated in the pact of aUiance. None the less, 
Canadian opinion, moved by United States feehng, 
disliked any alliance which might even be regarded as 
implying that Britain favoured Japan rather than the 
United States. In Australia and New Zealand there 
was evety anxiety to maintain the closest relations 
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of friendsMp with, the United States, and popnlax chapter 

opinion was in full sympathy with the feeling against 1 

Japanese immigration into territories occupied by 
Europeans. But these Governments had to face the 
facts of their geographical proximity to Japan, and 
the close relations which the war had induced, in- 
volving the participation of the Japanese navy in the 
essential work of keeping the seas safe, both against 
German raiders and interference with the transport 
of the Australasian forces and products to Europe. If 
the alliance were terminated then Australasia would be 
confronted with the possibility of a hostile Japan, even 
if it were assured of the sympathy of the United States 
and the protection of the United Kingdom. It was felt, 
therefore, that the treaty should be continued in 
operation, subject to such modification as would make 
it absolutely clear that the alliance involved no con- 
ceivable risk of hostile relations with the United States. 

The Union of South Africa, not immediately concerned 
with Japanese immigration possibilities, was prepared 
to regard the question from a broad Imperial point of 
view, while the British Government, keenly sensible 
to the enormous advantages derived during the war 
from J apanese friendship and aid, was wholly unwilling 
to abandon the convention out and out. 

The Imperial Conference thus convened had no 
difficulty in disposing of the issue of an Imperial^ con- 
stitution.^ It hastily and efiectively repuffiated the 

^ The merits of this decision were insisted on by Mr Lloyd George in 
the House of Commons, August 18, 1921, but a protest was offered by 
Sir R. Borden in his lecture at Toronto University, October 7, 1921. In 
the Canadian House of Commons, on February 1, 1923, jMr Mackenzie 
King insisted that the Dominion Barliament must retain the right to 
decide the issue of taking part in any war, negativing the possibility 
of any unity of control. Cf. the Debates for March 26, 1923. 
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Chapter proposal of 1917, and decided that it would not en- 
courage the summoning of any constitutional con- 
vention. All the parts of the Empire, it seemed, desired 
autonomy, and all wanted to co-operate, but it was 
impossible effectively to arrange any method of 
securing any formal improvement of relationships. It 
was understood that the Prime Ministers had the right 
of direct access to the British Prime l^inister, that 
they should be iaformed of aU important matters of 
foreign policy, and that they should be consulted as 
far as distance allowed. Stress was laid on the diflS.- 
culties which distance made in annual conferences; 
the airship was not developed enough to render the 
journey from Austraha swift, telegrams were not an 
ideal mode of discussion. In short, the conditions 
announced as indispensable to any constitutional re- 
adjustment in 1917 really precluded any readjust- 
ment at all, at any rate of a formal kind. If full 
autonomy is to be preserved, there can be no central 
body with any executive powers; the final right of de- 
ciding on aU matters of foreign policy must rest with 
the Imperial Government, subject to the obligation on 
that Government to make its policy acceptable, as far 
as possible, to all the Dominion Governments, and to 
India, and to the right of the Dominions to refuse to 
participate in the action taken. The difficulty of this 
ideajs obvious; no better example can be imagined 
than the impossibility of meeting the views both of 
Australasia and of India, as to the policy to be adopted 
towards Turkey, as was strikmgly shown in September 
1922, when Austraha ^ and New Zealand, in response 
to the appeal of the British Prime Minister, were pre- 

^ See Commonwealth Debates ^ 1922, pp. 2347 ff., 2395 ff. 
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pared to send troops to preserve the freedom of the Chapter 
Straits, while India was equally insistent on urging 
Britain to concede Turkish demands en bloc, and 
Canada declined to express any view, unless full 
information could be given to ParKament and its 
decision taken. 

It followed inevitably from the attitude of the 
Dominions thg,t no attempt has been made even to adopt 
the suggestion of the Imperial Government in 1912, 
renewed by the Imperial War Cabinet in* 1918, that 
each Dominion should be represented in London by a 
resident hiinister of cabinet rank, whose duty it would 
be to keep the Dominion Government in effective 
touch Avith Imperial and foreign pohcy, even the 
experiment made by Canada for a time after 1914 
having been abandoned and the office of High Com- 
missioner filled up in the ordinary manner. On the 
other hand, the supply of weekly reports on foreign 
affairs as well as generous telegraphic notifications to 
Dominion Premiers by the British Premier has con- 
tinued, though apparently not with complete effective- 
ness since one ground for the hesitation of Canada to 
give in September 1922 the assurances of aid asked for 
was the absence of adequate information regarding 
the issues involved. In truth, however, it is clear that 
by the means at present employed. Dominion Govern- 
ments cannot either be adequately acquainted ydth 
foreign pohcy generally or effectively consulted, ex- 
cept on a few special issues. 

Such an issue was the Japanese affiance, which 
formed the topic of full investigation at the Imperial 
Conference, and resulted in the decision to seek to 
extend the scope of the arrangement so that any idea 

M 
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Chapter of hostility to the United States could be dismissed. 
This project was greatly furthered by the policy of the 
United States, which resulted in the summordng by 
that Government of a conference at Washington, 
which attained, on January 6 , 1922 , far-reaching and 
most important conclusions. A treaty was concluded 
between the United States, the British Empire, France, 
Italy, and Japan, for the limitation o^f armaments, 
allotting a maximum capital ship tonnage of 525,000 
tons to the United States and the British Empire, 
175,000 to France and Italy, and 315,000 to Japan. A 
further treaty forbade the use of submarines as com- 
merce destroyers, and the use of poisonous gases or 
liquids in war. The United States, the Empire, France, 
and Japan agreed on December 13 , 1921 , to the sub- 
stitution for the Anglo-Japanese Alhance of 1911 , of an 
agreement as between themselves to respect their 
rights as to their insular possessions and dominions in 
the Pacific Ocean. In the event of any controversy 
arising as regards these rights, which diplomacy could 
not dispose of, and which was likely to affect the har- 
monious accord existing between the powers, it should 
be referred to a joint conference of all four powers for 
consideration and adjustment. The powers also agreed 
to consult together in the event of aggression by other 
powers infringing the status quo, and to include the 
mandated islands within the purview of the treaty, 
while assurances were given by all four powers to 
the Portuguese and Dutch Governments of their 
intention to respect the possessions of these powers in 
the Pacific, despite the fact that they were not asked 
to take part in the treaty. At the same time a large 
number of important arrangements regarding China 
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were agreed to between tbe five great powers, Chdna, Chapter 
Belgium, Holland, and Portugal. 

In tbe disarmament discussions internationally tbe 
British Empire delegation formed a single unit, with 
but one voice, and, tbougb tbe delegates concerted 
tbeir pobcy in common, tbe final decision inevitably 
rested with tbe British delegation. It is obvious that 
such a condition of affairs raises great possibilities of 
friction; tbe position would be equally eipbarrassing 
if tbe Imperial Government persisted in signing such 
a treaty in defiance of tbe wishes of a Dominion, and 
if tbe objections of a Dominion were to render it im- 
possible to adopt a pobcy approved by tbe majority 
of the Governments of tbe Empire. 

In other matters tbe Dominions necessarily played 
a more passive role; tbe question of reparations ^ was 
necessarily only bandied in regard tbe apportionment 
of tbe hypothetical indemnity to be obtained from 
Germany. In these questions, as at tbe Genoa Con- 
ference of 1922, to which invitations to tbe Dominions 
and India were issued by tbe Itaban Government, 
there was harmonious co-operation between tbe various 
parts of tbe Empire in attaioing a common pobcy. 

This spirit of compromise and co-operation was 
manifested to tbe full at tbe Imperial Conference of 
1923,® which was marked by tbe attendance for tbe 
first time of representatives of tbe Irish Free State^^tbe 
ministers of Education and External Affairs. Tbe sub- 
ject of foreign affairs occupied the prolonged attention 

1 The shares of the 22 per cent of the Empire were fixed at Canada 
and Australia 4*35 each, New Zealand 1-75, India 1-20, South Africa 0-60, 
Newfoundland 0-10. 

* Keith, Speeches and Documents on the British Dominions, 1918-1931, 
pp. 315 fi. 
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Chapter of the Conference, and an important departure from 
previous practice was made in the immediate publica- 
tion of the portions of the address of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs deahng with reparations and 
the Turkish settlement. A full discussion of the foreign 
situation resulted in the adoption by co mm on consent 
of a line of pohcy. While the Conference was in session, 
the offer of the President of the United States to assist 
in an investigation of the possibility of German repara- 
tion payments was heartily welcomed by that body, 
though the project at first failed to materialise, owing 
to French objections. The Conference recorded its 
opinion that in the event of failure in this regard, 
the British Government should consider very carefully 
the summoning itself of a Conference to examine the 
financial and economic situation in its widest aspect, 
and on its initiative strong representations were ad- 
dressed to the allied Governments against any policy 
likely to break up the unity of the German State as 
inconsistent with the Treaty of Peace, and incompatible 
with the discharge by Germany of her obhgations. The 
Conference also approved the Turkish pohcy of the 
British Government and its action as to Egypt, while 
it recorded its satisfaction with developments regarding 
the Pacific as the outcome of the Washington Con- 
ference, its assurance that British and Japanese re- 
lations would be as sincere and cordial as under the 
former alhance, and its sympathy with Japan in her 
grave disaster. The pohcy of the Empire delegates to 
the League of Nations, especiaUy in regard to the 
critical issue between Greece and Italy, arising from 
the hostile action of the latter towards the former 
at Corfu- in defiance of the League Covenant, was 



FRAMEWORK OF THE IMPERIAL CONSTITUTION 165 


cordially approved, and there was full accord that Chapter 

the League should be given the unabated support of all 1 

the members of the League, as a valuable instrument 
of international peace, and as the sole available organ 
for the harmonious regulation of many international 
affairs. With significant insistence the Conference added 
to the record of its deliberations a reminder that it had 
no executive# power and that its conclusions were 
necessarily subject to the action of the G-overnments 
and Parhaments of the various portions of the Empire, 
and it expressed its trust that its deliberations would 
meet with their approval. This is a most significant 
admission that foreign policy is now a matter which 
ought to form the subject of consideration not merely, 
as in the past, by the Imperial Parliament, but also by 
the Parliaments of the Dominions. 

The Conference further carefully considered the com- 
plex issue of the negotiation, signature, and ratification 
of treaties, to which, as has been seen, especial atten- 
tion had been drawn by the controversy over the 
Pacific halibut treaty of Canada with the United States. 

The result of their deliberations contained nothing 
essentially new, but it recognised clearly the distinction 
between treaties proper, concluded between heads of 
States and signed by plenipotentiaries, holding full 
powers from these heads, and agreements between 
Governments, usually of a technical or administrative 
nature, concluded by representatives of these Govern- 
ments,^ not acting under full powers granted by heads 
of States, and not ratified by such heads, though sub- 

^ Such negotiations were carried out in IsTovember and December 
1923, between the Canadian and the United States Governments as to 
measures to facilitate the enforcement of prohibition. 
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Chapter jected in some cases to confirmation by the Govern- 
iZl ments concerned. The propriety of these agreements 
was expressly admitted; but it was recommended that, 
before entering on such negotiations, any Government 
should consider whether the interest of any other part 
of the Empire might be affected, with a view to enabling 
the Government of such a part to express its opinions 
on the proposed negotiation. ^ 

As regari^s the negotiation of treaties, the Conference 
held that it was desirable that no treaty should be 
negotiated by any of the Governments of the Empire 
without due consideration of its possible effect on other 
parts of the Empire, or, if circumstances so demanded, 
on the Empire as a whole. Before negotiations were 
opened with the intention of concluding a treaty, steps 
should be taken to ensure that any of the other 
Governments of the Empire likely to be interested 
were informed, so that any such Government, which 
considered that its interests would be affected, might 
express its views, or, if its interests were intimately 
involved, might participate in the negotiations. In such 
a case of participation in negotiations, the Govern- 
ments should exchange views in the fullest manner 
before and during the negotiations, and in cases of 
International Conferences, where a British Empire 
delegation acted, contaioing representatives of the 
Dominions and India, this body should be used for the 
purpose of such discussions. In every case steps should 
be taken to keep those Governments which were not 
participating iu the negotiations informed of any points 
arising, which might affect their interests. 

As regards signature, it was agreed that bilateral 
treaties imposing obhgations on one part of the Empire 
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only should be signed by representatives of the Govern- Chapter 
ment of that part, acting under full powers indicating 
the part of the Empire in respect of which the obhga- 
tions were to be undertaken, care being taken in the 
preamble and text of the treaty to make its scope clear. 

Where a bilateral treaty imposed obhgations on more 
than one part of the Empire, the treaty should be 
signed by one or more plenipotentiaries on behalf of all 
the Governments concerned. In the case of treaties 
negotiated at International Conferences, the existing 
practice, of signature by plenipotentiaries on behalf of 
all the Governments of the Empire represented at the 
Conference, should be continued, and the full powers 
issued should be in the forms employed at Paris and 
Washington, that is, without local restriction for the 
British representatives, and with local specification for 
those of the Dominions and India. 

As regards ratification the Conference approved the 
maintenance of the existing practice, which, to obviate 
error, was expressly defined. Under it the ratification of 
treaties imposing obhgations on one part of the Empire 
is effected at the instance of the Government of that 
part, while, if more parts than one are affected, ratifica- 
tion is expressed only after consultation between the 
Governments of the parts concerned, each Government 
having the duty of deciding whether Parhamentary 
approval or legislation is required before the desire for, 
or concurrence in, ratification is intimated. 

The arrangements for treaty negotiations laid down 
in 1923 were reconsidered in 1926,^ and were modified 
in detail. It was insisted that the duty of notification of 

^ Keith, Speeches and Documents on the British Dominions, 1918-1931, 
pp. 380 



1 68 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


Chapter the intention to negotiate ought to be fully respected; 

1 the Governments receiving notification should inti- 
mate their views or be deemed to assent, but no Govern- 
ment should take action involving other Governments 
in active obligations without obtaining their definite 
assent. It is admitted that in some cases — ^not specified 
— ^ratification should take place for the whole Empire; 
it might be assumed that a Dominion which had not 
objected, o? which did not require that a treaty to be 
ratified on its behalf must be signed by the pleni- 
potentiary appointed for that purpose, would concur 
ha the ratification. No such instance appears to have 
occurred. It was further agreed to drop the practice of 
concluding treaties in the name of the British Empire, 
thus obscuring the distinction between Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland with the Colonies and Protector- 
ates and the Dominions and India. Henceforth treaties 
should be concluded in the name of the King and the 
parts for which they were signed should be expressly 
signified. The former practice, therefore, under which 
British plenipotentiaries signed without specification 
has been definitely abandoned, and the full powers 
issued to plenipotentiaries show clearly for what part 
of the Empire they are to sign. Treaties also normally 
cover mandated territories. It was agreed that to avoid 
confusion in treaties concluded under the auspices 
of the League of Nations, which required a specified 
number of ratifications for coming into efiect, each 
member of the League should count as a unit. The 
views of the Conference on these topics were, at their 
request, duly intimated to the League of Nations by 
the Foreign Secretary in 1927. As regards political 
Conferences, it was pointed out that three methods of 
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representation were possible: ( 1 ) The use of a common Chapter 
plenipotentiary to whom full powers should be issued 
on the advice of all parts of the Empire participating. 

(2) A single British Empire delegation composed of 
separate representatives of the parts participating, as 
at Washington in 1921. (3) Separate delegations repre- 
senting each part of the Empire. In fact, this form of 
procedure has been uniformly adopted since, subject 
to the observation that any Dominion maj choose the 
representative of the United Kingdom or another part 
of the Empire as its representative. In the same way 
when treaties are concluded generally in countries 
where the Dominions are not represented, it is the 
practice for the British minister to sign separately for 
those Dominions which desire to accept the treaty. 

The Conference further approved the co-operation in 
pohtical relations of the parts of the Empire and urged 
the adoption of this system as between the Dominion 
ministers at foreign courts, whose appointment it con- 
templated, and the British ambassadors. It also ap- 
proved the rule that exequaturs of foreign consuls in 
the Dominions should be coimtersigned by Dominion 
ministers. The Conference also discussed the question 
of arbitration in international disputes and agreed not 
to take separate action, for the time being, regarding 
the acceptance of the optional clause of the Statute of 
the Permanent Court of International Justice. A^ the 
same time it indicated in the fairest manner the refusal 
of the Dominions to take responsibility for the Locarno 
Pacts, under which the Dominions had been expressly 
exempted from obhgation together with India, unless 
their Governments should accept hability. New Zealand 
had proposed to do so, but the Dominions contented 
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Chapter themselves with congratulating the British Go-vemment 
on its share in this contribution towards international 
peace. 

The necessity of unity in certain international 
matters was impressed on the Dominions in the 
negotiations which resulted in the conclusion of the 
Paris Treaty for the renunciation of war as an instru- 
ment of national policy. The British Government made 
it clear that it could not act otherwise than jointly and 
simultaneously with the Dominion Governments and 
the Government of India. Even in this case, however, 
complete unanimity could not be achieved, for the 
United Kingdom made it clear that its signature was 
subject to the reservation that it must regard attack 
on certain regions (doubtless Egypt and Iraq) as in- 
volving the right of British self-defence. Canada inti- 
mated that this was not regarded as a formal reserva- 
tion, and the Irish Free State insisted that its own 
acceptance was entirely without reservation. In the 
same way the Irish Free State accepted absolutely 
the compulsory jurisdiction of the Permanent Court 
of International Justice, while the United Kingdom 
and the other Dominions excepted disputes with other 
members of the British Conunonwealth. On the other 
hand, the necessity of regarding the Commonwealth 
as a unity for matters of naval hmitation was ac- 
cep1;ed even by the Irish Free State in the Treaty of 
London of 1930 for the doctrine of the Hmitation of 
naval armaments; but the Free State, at the earhest 
opportunity, in 1931, refused to agree with the other 
parts of the Empire as to excepting inter-Imperial 
disputes from acceptance of the General Act of 1928 
for the pacific settlement of international disputes. 
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The Imperial Conference of 1930 ^ added nothing of C hap ter 
importance to the system of co-operation "with regard — 
to international affairs. It stressed the principle al- 
ready operative and pointed out that communication 
of intentions should apply to all aspects of foreign 
affairs and not merely to treaty negotiation. It also 
stressed the advantage from this point of view of the 
interchange«of information between diplomatic repre- 
sentatives of the several parts of the Empire in foreign 
countries, and it insisted on the doctrine that Govern- 
ments must be assumed to concur in pohcies of other 
Governments if they did not make use of the oppor- 
tunity afforded them to point out objections. 

It was also agreed that Dominion Governments, in 
matters not of general and pohtical concern, might 
communicate direct with His Majesty’s representa- 
tives in foreign countries. This action would be ap- 
propriate in respect of commercial treaties affecting 
exclusively a Dominion Government, invitations to 
non-political conferences, and requests for information 
of a technical or scientific character. In other matters 
Dominion Governments might communicate direct but 
should at the same time send the necessary request 
for action to the British Government, whose instruc- 
tions the British representative would normally await 
before acting. 

The Conference also expressed its approval of the 
system of strengthening the means of contact be- 
tween the British and Dominion Governments by the 
appointment to Dominion capitals of High Com- 
missioners for the United Kingdom, corresponding to 

^ Keith, Speeches and DocurmnU on the British Dominions^ 1918-1931^ 
pp. 427 ff. 
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the Higli Commissioners for the Dominions in Lon- 
don. This step was a logical sequel of the decision of 
the Imperial Conference of 1926, that the Govemors- 
General should cease to act as representatives of the 
British Government; in 1928 a High Commissioner had 
thus been appointed to Canada, and similar steps were 
taken, or resolved upon in 1930-31, as regards the 
Union and Australia. In New Zealand tlie Governor- 
General still acts as intermediary. 

Inevitably the Dominions have taken little active 
share in the important foreign questions turning on 
disarmament and security which have continuously 
occupied the attention of the European powers since 
1932. They have been kept continuously informed and 
the tentative arrangements achieved for the settle- 
ment of the reparations issue were approved by them, 
while the British Government has waived all claim 
for repayment of war loans or of interest, an offer 
refused only by the Union, whose gold resources have 
enabled the Government to discharge its debt. It has 
been made clear in New Zealand and Australia that 
they must follow British policy in these European 
issues, and South Africa has expressed sympathy with 
the efforts of the United Kingdom to promote peace. 
More active assistance it has been impossible for them 
to accord. 

(6) Defence 

The unity of the Empire in military and naval 
matters was, inevitably, brought to a close as soon as 
possible after the conclusion of the war, when the 
Dominion troops were hastily demobilised and re- 
turned to their homes, and it was no longer necessary 
to maintain the Dominion naval forces under British 
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control. The question of naval defence, however, was Chapter 

an essential problem for the consideration of the Im- L 

perial Conference of 1921, in view of the recent de- 
cision of the United States to enter upon a policy of 
naval construction, which would rapidly place that 
power at the head of all the naval powers in the world. 

The Conference, however, only reached a negative 
conclusion; it recognised the necessity of co-operation 
among the various portions of the Empire to pro- 
vide such naval defence as might prove essential for 
security, and it held that equality with the naval 
strength of any other power was the minimiun stand- 
ard for that purpose, but it held that the method and 
expense of such co-operation were matters for the 
final determination of the several Parliaments con- 
cerned, and that any recommendation thereon should 
be deferred until after the then imminent conference 
on disarmament. The Conference decided that it was 
unnecessary to make any recommendations regarding 
mihtary matters in view of the change in the position 
of the world brought about by the Peace Treaties and 
the poHcy of disarmament inaugurated by these con- 
ventions. 

The efiect of the Washington Conference was 
naturally to diminish the inducement to the Dominions 
to adopt any policy of naval development. The result 
was most marked in the case of Canada, partly the 
sequel of the change of Government, as the outcome 
of the general election of December 1921. The new 
ad min istration decided to merge into a Ministry of 
National Defence the whole of mihtary, naval, and 
air defence arrangements, and also the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Pohce. At the same time drastic economies 
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Ch^ter of every kind were effected, including the putting out 
— 1 of commission of the small Canadian naval force, 
consisting of a cruiser, two destroyers, and two 
submarines, presented as a free gift by tbe Imperial 
Government, and the reduction to 1,500,000 dollars of 
tbe appropriation for naval services. In tbe Common- 
wealth also tbe expenditure on naval services was very 
largely reduced, and tbe fleet in commission dimin- 
ished, wbile^tbe Australia, tbe one capital ship of tbe 
Dominions, was scrapped under tbe terms of tbe 
Treaty of Washington. New Zealand, however, ex- 
pressed its appreciation of its duty to share in tbe 
burden of Imperial naval defence, but pressure of 
financial diflflculties prevented tbe development of any 
steps to this end until 1923. In South Africa strong ex- 
ception bad been consistently taken by tbe National- 
ist Party to tbe continuation of tbe payment of a 
subsidy of £85,000 to tbe Imperial Government, 
though tbe payment was successfully defended by tbe 
administration, wMcb laid stress on the fact that tbe 
cost of any naval defence for South Africa, on her own 
account, would far exceed tbe resources available, and 
that tbe payment served as a recognition of tbe pro- 
tection afiorded by tbe Admiralty, however inade- 
quate it might be in amount. Tbe contribution, as a 
result of tbe discussions of 1921, was in 1922 dropped 
in fayour of local expenditure on naval defence. 

Tbe Imperial Government, on tbe other band, has 
accepted tbe obbgation of continuing to afiord pro- 
tection to tbe Empire as a whole, including the Do- 
minions, and of safeguarding the trade routes of tbe 
world for British trade. While tbe far-reaching scheme 
for a great Far-Eastern Fleet, in whose formation 
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Australia, New Zealand, India, Canada, and Soutli Chaptei 

TV 

Africa stould have in various degrees assisted, pro- L 

posed by Admiral of the Fleet Viscount Jellicoe 
during his visit to the Dominions in 1919, has been 
generally treated as superseded by the results of the 
Washington Conference of 1921, the Imperial Govern- 
ment announced, in 1923, its detennination to adopt 
one item of the plan, which is a necessary prehminary 
to the formation of the fleet, namely, the construction 
of a great naval base at Singapore, at a total cost 
ultimately of some £10,000,000. The decision was ex- 
pressly stated not to be based on any existing needs, 
but to contemplate possibilities of difiiculty in years to 
come. The value of the decision to Australia and New 
Zealand was obviously very great, and the Dominion 
Government, in June 1923, announced that it would 
increase its naval expenditure to £200,000 a year, of 
which one-half would be paid to the Imperial G-overn- 
ment as a contribution in aid of the expenditure on 
Singapore. 

The whole issue of defence was considered in detail 
at the Imperial Conference of 1923,^ the Lord Presi- 
dent of the Coimcil, as Chairman of the Committee of 
Imperial Defence, initiating a discussion in which the 
Admiralty, War and Air mirdstries gave full informa- 
tion. The conclusions, however, arrived at were not of 
substantial novelty, though they embodied in a con- 
venient shape the outstanding principles of Imperial 
defence. The Conference recognised the elementary 
fact that provision must be made for the defence of the 
territories and trade of the Empire, and that it was for 

^ Keith, Speeches and Documents on the British Dominions, 1918-1931, 
pp. 396, 397. 
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Chapter the Governments and Parliaments of the Empire to 
decide the nature and extent of any action to be taken. 
Subject to this, it was agreed that the primary re- 
sponsibility rested on each portion of the Empire 
represented at the Conference to provide for its local 
defence. More vaguely, and without any apportion- 
ment of responsibility, the Conference recognised the 
necessity for adequate provision to safeguard the 
maritime communications of the several parts of 
the Empire and the routes and waterways along and 
through which their armed forces and trade passed, 
and for the provision of naval bases and facilities for 
repair and fuel, so as to ensure the mobihty of the 
fleet. It also asserted the desirability of the develop- 
ment of the air forces of the several countries of the 
Empire upon such lines as would make it possible by 
means of the adoption, so far as practicable, of a com- 
mon system of organisation and training, and the use 
of uniform manuals, patterns of arms, equipment, and 
stores, for the several parts of the Empire to co- 
operate with the least possible delay and the greatest 
efficiency. It also reaffirmed the principle of the 
minimum standard of naval strength accepted at 
Washington, equahty with the naval strength of any 
foreign power; but, while deeply convinced of the para- 
mount importance of providing for the safety and 
integrity of all parts of the Empire, it expressed the 
earnest desire for the further hmitation of armaments, 
and urged that no opportunity should be lost of press- 
ing this proposal. 

Desirous of undertaking a proportionate share of 
the burden of defence, the British Government, recog- 
nising the difficulties facing the Dominions, proceeded 



FRAMEWORK OF THE IMPERIAL CONSTITUTION 177 


with the establishment of the proposed naval base at ciiapte 
Singapore and with the reorganisation of the machinery 
for planning defence, in the shape of the creation of a 
Chiefs of Staff Sub-Committee of the Imperial Defence 
Committee and the establishment of an Imperial De- 
fence College. Contributions were received towards the 
cost of the Singapore base from the Federated Malay 
States, the Siraits Settlements, and Hongkong. At the 
Imperial Conference of 1926^ folT information on de- 
fence was given to the Dominion Governments, but the 
only outcome of the discussions was the reafS,rniation 
of the principles of 1923, the approval by Australia, 

New Zealand, and India (Canada and South Africa 
adopting a somewhat marked reticence) of the con- 
struction of the Singapore base, and a resolution in 
favour of the necessity for creating and maintaining 
an adequate chain of air bases and refuelling stations. 

The Conference also urged the adoption of a system of 
mutual interchange of individual ofhcers and of com- 
plete air units, and it noted the decision of the Govern- 
ment of India to create a Royal Indian Navy and urged 
the free use of the new Imperial Defence College in 
London for the education of officers in the broadest 
aspects of strategy. It also reaffirmed the principle 
laid down by the Imperial Defence Committee on 
May 30, 1911, that it was desirable that representatives 
of the Dominions should attend the Committee of 
Imperial Defence and that Defence Committees should 
be established in each Dominion. The greatest stress, 
however, was laid by the Dominions on the importance 
of the limitation of armaments, nor has there been 
exhibited on the part of the Dominions much sign of 
^ Keith, op, cit pp. 392 ff. 
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cSiapter appreciation of tte gravity of the European situation. 

1 Canadian defence has been allowed to lapse, save in so 

far as it is required for the maintainance of internal 
order. The Union of South Africa has concentrated on 
the development of the air power so as to he in a 
position to prevent any outbreak of native disorder. 
The Irish Free State has equally restricted its defence 
preparations and has made no serious eiSort to make 
use of the ^authority given by the Treaty of 1921, to 
raise at its discretion with the United Kingdom the 
question of its undertaking the burden of its own 
defence by sea. The Commonwealth and New Zealand 
have abandoned compulsory military service, hut since 
1934 especially there has been visible in both Dominions 
an increased reahsation of the dangers of the situation 
in the Far East, with the result that a new interest has 
been shown in the development of naval forces.^ 

It is, however, significant that the one important 
achievement of the consultation of the Dominion 
representatives on May 23, 1935, on the occasion of 
the King’s Silver Jubilee celebrations, was the assur- 
ance given for the Irish Free State and the Union as 
well as Australia and New Zealand that they endorsed 
British pohcy, and the declaration authorised by 
Mr de Valera that the Free State would not, despite 
its difierences with the United Kingdom, permit use 
of jts territory by a power hostile to the latter. The 
Canadian Premier had left before the meeting was 
held, and no active obligation of aid was undertaken 
by any Dominion, though exchange of information 
and consultation were once more approved. 

1 See below. Part 11. Ch. IV. s. 8. 



CHAPTER V 


IMPEEIAL CO-OPERATION IN DOMESTIC AFFAIRS 

(9 

1. The Imperial Conference 

m 

Absorbed in local affairs and anxious only to be freed Chapter 

. * V 

from Imperial intervention, Colonial Governments in L 

the early years of self-government neither desired nor 
contemplated any attempt to form closer relations 
with the Imperial Government. The movement for 
Imperial federation, which succeeded the period when 
ultimate secession was regarded on all hands as prob- 
able, and by many treated as desirable, failed to excite 
any real popular sentiment in the Colonies; as in the 
revival of the idea in 1916, it was, and remained, the 
expression of a narrow circle of poMtical opinion, which 
appreciated the importance of co-operation in matters 
of defence and foreign affairs, and could see no method 
of effecting this result save by the development of a 
formal federation. It required, therefore, some courage 
in 1886 to issue invitations for representatives of the 
Colonies, including both those enjoying and those with- 
out self-government, to attend discussions on matters 
of common interest contemporaneously with the cele- 
bration of Queen Victoria’s Jubilee. The experiment 
was interesting and successful, partly because all idea 
of Imperial Federation was ruled out as unacceptable, 
and ten years later, for the celebration of the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee, the Premiers of the self-governing 
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Ch^ter Colonies were gathered together and engaged in con- 
— fidential discnssions with the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, and other Imperial ministers. In 1894 Canada 
assembled at Ottawa a Conference which suggested Im- 
perial preference and paved the way for the creation of 
the Pacific cable. The coronation of King Edward VII. 
in 1902 afforded the occasion for a further meeting of 
Premiers, at which the principle of futifre conferences 
was generally welcomed. The idea of creating some 
permanent advisory body to keep alive the relations 
established at these conferences was entertained by 
Mr A. Lyttelton,, but the suggestion of any Imperial 
Council, however small its functions, caused dubiety in 
Canada, and, when the Conservative Grovernment of 
the United Kingdom resigned oflS.ce in 1906, the project 
was not homologated by their successors in oflS.ce. The 
Colonial Conference of 1907, however, if it did nothing 
in the way of creating a new organisation for the conduct 
of Imperial affairs, was noteworthy for the effort of the 
Dominions to induce the Imperial Grovernment, which 
had been returned to power on a policy of free trade, 
to adopt the idea of Imperial Preference, which had 
been inaugurated in 1897—8 by the generosity of the 
Dominioi of Canada. The attempt necessarily failed, 
but the Conference served a valuable purpose by 
stressing the fact that the advance of the Empire 
depended as much on material co-operation as on 
changes of governmental organisation. The Conference 
also marked an interesting epoch in the history of the 
Empire, for it changed its style to Imperial Conference, 
and bestowed on the self-governing Colonies the title 
of Dominions, as a complimentary acknowledgment of 
their higher status. On the other hand, the exclusion 
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from the Conference of India, on the score of its lack Chapter 
of responsible government, was an error which had to 
he undone during the war. While establishing the prin- 
ciple of the holding of conferences every four years, 
under the presidency of the Prime Minister of the 
United Edngdom in lieu of the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, the valuable suggestion was also made 
that matters t)f less importance should form the sub- 
ject of subsidiary conferences of governmental repre- 
sentatives. 

Curiously enough, the exact form of Imperial Con- 
ference contemplated by the constitution of 1907, met 
only in 1911; in 1915 war prevented its being sum- 
moned, and the Imperial War Conferences, which were 
held simultaneously with the War Cabinets of 1917 and 
1918, were especially concerned in war issues, and their 
proceedings were largely aimed at results which, with 
the termination of the war, rapidly became antiquated. 

No conference was held in 1919 or 1920, and the Con- 
ference of 1921 was oflS.ciaUy denied the title of Im- 
perial Conference, although in point of fact ministers 
so described it ofidcially in Parhament, and though in 
efiect it corresponded with the Conferences of 1907 and 
1911, save in the extreme secrecy of its proceedings. 

Its most essential work, however, was certainly the 
negation of the idea of the renovation of the texture of 
the Imperial constitution, which the War Conference 
of 1917 had appointed for a special conference to be 
held on the close of the war, and thus the method of 
conference was once more asserted to be that method 
of co-operation which alone is suited to the present 
condition of feehng in the Empire. 

The permission to hold subsidiary conferences, on 
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Chapter tte other hand, proved of wide value and importance. 
Thus in 1910 the vexed question of oop 3 nright, on which 
once the Prime Ministers of Canada waged war on the 
Colonial Office on the issue of constitutional right, was 
amicably settled in a Copyright Conference, though 
more than a decade was to elapse before Canada carried 
out its part of the agreement then achieved. 

The greatest achievement, from the Dominion point 
of view, was doubtless the reversal during the war of the 
refusal of the Imperial Government to consider favour- 
ably the question of a preference to the Dominions, and 
the carrying out of this change of view at the first 
tariff revision after the war.^ It is true that the prefer- 
ence was then confined rigorously to duties existing 
before the war and those imposed during hostilities for 
revenue purposes, and that food and raw materials 
were excluded from its operation. But the principle 
was conceded, and if its value to the Dominions was 
not very great, it was of real importance to India in its 
incidence on tea. Of other measures not the least im- 
portant was that of the promotion of effective shipping 
communications at reasonable rates, which is one of 
the objects of the Imperial Shipping Committee, repre- 
sentative of the various Empire Governments, which 
was set up in 1921, and immediately set to work to 
investigate the thorny questions of shipping rebates in 
Austrahan and New Zealand trade.^ In 1921 the Im- 
perial Shipping Committee found it possible to effect 
agreement on the long -discussed and controversial 

^ The finance Act, 1919 (9 & 10 Geo. V. c. 32); Eouae of Commons 
Papers y Nos. 164, 165, 1919. Special assurances as to the continuance 
of preference for ten years were given to the West Indies in 1922; 
Pad. Pap. Cmd. 1683. 

2 Pari. Pap. Cmd. 1483, 1486, and 1564. 
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question of limitations on shipowners’ liability in bills Chaptei 
of lading and cognate matters/ and the Imperial 
Customs Conference discovered a large measure of 
agreement on the nature of the information to be 
required jEromthe British exporter, who had in the past 
been needlessly harassed by the constant variations 
between the requirements of the difierent Dominion 
authorities dh. matters of no importance.® Agreement 
was also reached on the desirability and practicability 
of a patent right operative throughout the Empire, 
obviating separate applications in every jurisdiction. 

A further outcome of the war was the renewed 
activity of the Imperial Government in the work of 
emigration. At the Imperial Conference of 1911 the 
view of that Government was that it was impossible 
and undesirable to encourage actively emigration from 
the United Edngdom, as the annual emigration with- 
out such encouragement absorbed practically the 
whole effectively available surplus, and in the case of 
Scotland was actually gradually reducing the agri- 
cidtural population, which formed the foundation of 
the population, just as had long been the case in 
Ireland. The Dominions Royal Commission, a body 
established as the outcome of the Imperial Conference 
of 1911, recommended the proposal to aid emigration. 

At the close of the war the Imperial Government 
adopted the principle of providing free passages to the 
Dominions for men and women who had served in 
the war, with their dependents.® In 1921 the matter 
was considered JBrst by a special conference, and the 
views of that body were endoraed by the Imperial 

1 Cmd. 1205. ** Cmd. 1231. 

® ParL Taf. Cd. 8672; see Cmd. 1134, 1580, and 1804, 
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Chapter Conference of that year. Efiect to them is given by 
the Empire Settlement Act, 1922, which set aside 
£3,000,000 annually to be expended on promoting 
emigration by assisted passages and furthering schemes 
of land settlement and the training of emigrants. 

The spirit of co-operation was seen also in two valu- 
able proposals which became law in 1920 in the United 
Kingdom, followed by legislation in th§ Dominions 
and other ©versea territories. The one ^ provided a 
fairly simple and effective means by which mainten- 
ance orders, obtained in the place where the deserted 
wife or family become a pubhc charge, can be en- 
forced through courts in other parts of the Empire 
without prohibitive expense or undue facilities for 
evasion. The other reform ^ provided for an extension 
in a modified but still useful form to the Empire as 
a whole, of the facihties which aheady existed for 
enforcing judgments obtained in the highest courts of 
the different parts of the United Kingdom. 

The system of conference also proved its value in 
the final adjustment of the difficult issue respecting 
the admission of Canadian live cattle into the United 
Kingdom for purposes other than immediate slaughter. 
The exclusion of these cattle was clearly induced by 
false fears of disease among the cattle of Canada, but 
it was maintained stoutly through the interested 
efforts of English agriculture. A promise to remove 
the embargo given at the Imperial War Conference 
of 1917 was not implemented until the hands of the 

^ Maintenance Orders (Facilities for Enforcement) Act, 1920 (10 & 11 
Geo. V. c. 33). 

2 Administration of Justice Act, 1920 (10 & 11 Geo. V. c. 81). Merged 
in part now in the Foreign Judgments (Reciprocal Enforcement) Act, 
1933; S.R. & 0. 1933, No. 1073. 
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Government were forced by agitation in tbe United Chapter 
Kingdom; the outstanding difl&culties were disposed of 
in 1922, thus removing from the British Government 
the stigma of having failed to implement a promise 
made under stress of war conditions.^ 

The Imperial Economic Conference of 1923, held con- 
temporaneously with the Imperial Conference of that 
year, marked* a dejfinite severance of the Conference 
into an economic and a pohtical side. It g,rose from 
the decision of Mr Bonar Law as Prime Minister to 
summon an economic conference to concert measures 
with a view to reheve the mass of unemployment 
which manifested itself in Britain as the aftermath 
of the war, and its composition diverged from that of 
the Imperial Conference proper by including repre- 
sentatives of the non-self-governing parts of the 
Empire, while it met under the presidency of the 
President of the Board of Trade, and not of the British 
Prime Minister. Its most important achievement was 
the decision of the British Government to offer to 
increase largely the existing preferences on Empire 
imports, and to add to their number in respect of 
certain foodstuffs, while adhering to the decision to 
refuse to place taxes on fundamental articles of food. 

The Conference accepted also the principle of pre- 
ference to Imperial goods and materials in all govern- 
ment contracts. It was agreed that the service? of 
British Commercial Diplomatic officers in foreign 
countries should be placed at the disposal of the 
Dominions; that Trade Commissioners appointed by 
the Dominions should be placed at the service of other 

^ FarL Pap, Gmd, 1722; Importation of Animals Act, 1922 (13 G-eo. V. 
c. 5). 
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Cihapter parts of the Empire; and that, where difierent parts 

L of the Empire maintained representatives in the same 

place, there should be co-operation between them. 
The maintenance of the Imperial Shipping Com- 
mittee responsible to the Glovernments represented at 
the Imperial Conference was approved, and the adop- 
tion of uniform legislation on bills of lading recom- 
mended. The question of wireless cofnmunications 
failed to attain settlement, owing to serious diver- 
gences of view as to the policy of private as opposed 
to public enterprise. In view of the importance of 
freedom for British shipping it was agreed to assert 
the principle of non-diiferentiation in all Empire ports 
against foreign shipping, on condition of reciprocity, 
subject to the possibility of combined action against 
any attempt in the future to discriminate against 
British shippuig in any foreign country. 

There was also agreement on the important principle 
of the desirabihty of promoting the mutual enforce- 
ment in the several parts of the Empire of judgments 
of courts and arbitration awards, and on the pro- 
priety of subjecting to the fiscal legislation of each 
part of the Empire governmental enterprises carried 
on there by other Governments, British or foreign, and 
of abolishing the exemption from jurisdiction of State- 
owned vessels engaged in trade, as opposed to govern- 
mental functions proper, but this stiU remains an ideal. 

Great stress was laid throughout the discussions on 
the entire autonomy of the several Governments, and 
it was insisted that the scheme of Imperial preference 
did not represent any bargain between the parts of 
the Empire or treaty arrangement, each part being 
free to change its tariff policy at any time, while India 
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wliolly declined to accept preference as incompatible Chapter 
with her interest in free access to foreign markets. — L 

Tbe exact character of Imperial Conference resolu- 
tions was elucidated immediately after the Conference. 

Mr Baldwin’s appeal to the electorate to accord a 
mandate for the preferential proposals of his Grovern- 
ment resulted in his defeat and the new Government 
naturally wafls unable to carry into effect tbe proposals 
of Imperial Preference, though they were^ laid before 
Parliament in June 1924, when they were rejected by 
varying majorities. On the defeat of the Labour 
Government Mr Baldwin included in the Budget of 
1925 the proposals of 1923, which involved no increase 
in duties, and made up the loss involved in the rejec- 
tion of the other proposals by the estabbsbment of 
an Empire Marketing Board. In this year also an 
Imperial Economic Committee was set up by general 
agreement which inter alia made recommendations 
regarding the administration of the sums available 
to facilitate the marketing of Empire foodstuffs. The 
Empire Marketing Board came into operation in 1926, 
a sum of £500,000 having been voted by Parliament. 

The Imperial Conference of 1926 considered a large 
number of issues, including Imperial air communica- 
tions, overseas settlement, research, forestry, the en- 
couragement of Empire films, industrial standardisa- 
tion, and the future of the Imperial Shipping Com- 
mittee and the Imperial Economic Committee. In 1927 
the Pacific Cable Board was reorganised and placed 
on a footing of complete equahty for the Domnions. 

In 1928 a Conference on Cable and Wireless Com- 
munications was held which led in 1929 to the 
creation of an Imperial Communications Advisory 
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Chapter Committee and tlie formation of a Communications 
Company to undertake control of the cables of the 
Pacific Cable Board, the West Indian cable and wire- 
less system worked by the Board, and the Imperial 
Atlantic cable, and to lease the Post Ofiice Beam 
services. In the same year the expert Committee, 
which dealt with constitutional questions referred to 
it by the Imperial Conference of 1926, dr^ up a draft 
agreement as to merchant shipping. This was signed 
on behalf of the Dominions and the United Kingdom 
on December 10, 1931, just prior to the royal assent 
to the Statute of Westminster. 

The Imperial Conference of 1930 appointed a Com- 
mittee on economic co-operation which dealt with 
the proposal to secure a fixed quota for Dominion 
wheat milled in the United Kingdom, and examined 
other questions relating to Import Boards, bidk pur- 
chase, and other schemes. Its most important recom- 
mendation was in favoru of the holding of a further 
Conference to promote economic co-operation, and 
this Conference met at Ottawa in 1932.^ After much 
difficulty contracts were agreed upon between the 
United Kingdom, the Dominions other than the Irish 
Free State, India, and Southern Khodesia. These 
agreements contemplate the revision of the Dominion 
tariffs by Tariff Boards so as to permit competition 
on equitable terms with local manufactures, while, in 
return, exemption from duty on agricultural exports 
was assured to the Dominions, and special arrange- 
ments made to assist the Dominions successfully to 
market their meat products in the United Kingdom. 

^ Farh Pap. Cmd. 4174. Cf. Keith, Letters on Imperial Belations, 
pp. 112-15. 
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Terms were also included to promote trade between Chapter 
the Dominions and the Crown Colonies. The agree- _Zl 
ments in practice have proved somewhat disappoint- 
ing to the United Kingdom. The agricultural industry 
has suffered from unrestricted Dominion imports ^ 
and British manufacturers have received compara- 
tively little concession from Dominion Grovemments, 
reluctant to injure in any way the secondary industries 
of the Domioion. The conclusion of the agreements for 
a period of five years, to which exception was taken at 
the time by the Opposition in Canada * and Australia 
and by Sir H. Samuel in the United Erngdom, has 
turned out in practice to be of considerable disadvan- 
tage to the United Kingdom. 

The Ottawa Conference saw also some progress in 
the grant of inter-imperial preference by units of the 
Empire inter se. It has always been very difficult to 
secure the effective operation of preferences between 
the Dominions owing to the diverse interests involved. 

It has been comparatively easy for Canada to come to 
terms from time to time with the West Indian Colonies,® 
as their exports are not as a rule competitive with those 
of Canada. But until 1922 Austraha had a reciprocity 
of preference only with the South Africa Customs 
Union which lasted from 1906 to 1926. With New 
Zealand she achieved agreement in 1922, but several 
changes have had to be made in 1926 and 1928 to 

^ Grave difficulties developed in April 1935 in adjusting meat exports 
from Australia and New Zealand in view of Argentine competition. 

® Mr Mackenzie King, Journ, Pari. Empire, xiv. 68*75; Mr Beasley, 

113, 114. 

® See Pari. Pap. Cd. 6674; Cmd. 864; Agreement, July 6, 1925. At 
Ottawa, Canada secured agreements with the Union, Southern Khodesia, 
and the Irish Free State. 
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Chapter avoid conflict, and equal trouble arose from time to 

L time with Canada, with which an accord was reached 

first in 1925, to be "widely altered in 1931. New Zea- 
land, though anxious from 1903 on to extend pre- 
ferential arrangements widely, has also found much 
difficulty in adjusting terms with Canada. The Union 
of South Africa, which at first was of easy access, 
became under General Hertzog anxious to confine 
preferences to cases where something like equivalent 
advantages could he reaped, and by this policy special 
agreements have been made at Ottawa with Canada 
and the Irish Free State. With Southern Ehodesia 
Union customs arrangements have been subjected to 
considerable strain, and a new accord is now pending. 

It is characteristic of the recent agreements that 
they aim at enabling either party to point out to the 
other that in practice it is suffering disadvantage of 
a serious character from some pro"vision in the com- 
pact; if the other party does not within a period of 
three months remedy the disadvantage, the clause 
impugned may be cancelled without affecting the rest 
of the agreement. No provision is made for arbitral 
decision of disputes, apparently because it is felt that 
each "unit must reserve the right to decide for itself the 
carrying out of its obligations in such a vital question. 

• 2. The United Kingdom and the: Colonies 

In imitation of the Imperial Conference, a Confer- 
ence of Governors and other official representatives of 
dependencies not possessing responsible government 
met in 1927 under the style of ” The Colonial Office 
Conference”. It dealt with matters of general concern 
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to tlie Colonies, the recrtdtment and training of Oiapter 
colonial Civil servants, medical, agricultural, forestry, 
and transport questions, organisation of scientific re- 
search, education, cinematograph films, colonial trade 
agencies in London, civil air development, ’wireless 
communications and broadcasting, etc. A second Con- 
ference was held in 1930, a notable feature being that, 
in addition to the twenty-seven Governments repre- 
sented, observers attended the meetings on behalf of 
India, the Union of South Africa, Southern Ehodesia, 
the South African High Commission territories, 
Sarawak, and North Borneo. Among the matters dis- 
cussed were the colonial development fund, broad- 
casting, ci-vd aviation, and mechanical transport, the 
organisation of colonial services as a whole in the light 
of the report of the Committee on the system of 
appointment in the Colonial Office and the colonial 
services, the organisation of the scientific services, in- 
cluding proposals for a unified agricultural service, 
labour questions, prison administration, and the treat- 
ment of juvenile ofienders. 


3. The Agencies of Imperial Co-operation 

There must briefly be noted the main agencies of 
Imperial co-operation which have been established in 
part on the recommendations of the Imperial and the 
Colonial Of6.ce Conferences. 

The Imperial Economic Committee, established in 
1925, is authorised to investigate the marketing of 
foodstuffs, to undertake enquiries into the production 
and marketing of Empire raw materials, to prepare 
surveys of any branch of Empire trade and marketing. 
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Chapter to facilitate conferences among those engaged in the 
_Zl particular industries in various parts of the Empire, 
and to report on any economic questions referred to it. 
On it are represented all the Dominions, India, and 
Southern Ehodesia, with two representatives for the 
Colonies and Protectorates. The Empire Marketing 
Board, set up in 1926, after accompHshing much useful 
work, has ceased to function; this was the outcome of 
the unwillingness of the Dominion Governments to 
contribute to its cost, after it had been decided that the 
British Government, having adopted the principle of 
granting preferences to the Dominions, could no longer 
bear the sole cost. 

The Imperial Shipping Committee, established in 
1920, derives its authority from the Governments 
represented at the Imperial Conference. It consists 
of 15 members, 9 Government nominees, 5 experienced 
in shipping and commerce, and 1 representative of 
civil aviation, under an independent chairman. Its 
authority extends to enquiries into complaints from 
interested persons with regard to ocean freights and 
the survey of facihties for maritime transport on 
Empire trade routes. 

The Imperial Communications Advisory Committee, 
constituted in 1929, consists of 8 members, repre- 
senting the United Kingdom, the five Dominions, 
India, and the Colonies and Protectorates. It is con- 
cerned with questions of poHcy regarding the institu- 
tion of new services, the discontinuance of existing 
services, alteration in rates, and the distribution of 
traffic between alternative routes, and is charged with 
these responsibihties in connection with the activities 
of Imperial and International Communications, Ltd., 
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the public utility company formed to co-ordinate the Chapter 
telegraphic services connecting the various parts of the 
Empire. 

The Dominions are concerned, together with the 
Colonies and Protectorates and India, in the main- 
tainance of the Imperial Institute of Entomology, 
estabhshed in 1913, and the Imperial Mycological 
Institute, founded at the recommendation of the Im- 
perial War Conference of 1918 for the co-ordination 
of work on the diseases of plants caused by fungi. 

They are also interested, together with India and 
the Colonies, in the Executive Council of the Im- 
perial Agricultural Bureaux and the Empire Forestry 
Conference and the Standing Committee on Empire 
Forestry. Certain of the Governments contribute to 
the Oversea Mechanical Transport Council and Direct- 
ing Committee, estabhshed in 1928. All the Dominions 
and India have representation on the Board of Gov- 
ernors of the Imperial Institute, which since 1925 
is controlled by the ParUamentary Secretary of the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

Of special colonial interest are the Colonial Ad- 
visory Me(hcal Committee, established in its present 
form in 1931 ; the Colonial Survey Committee, con- 
stituted in 1905; the Advisory Committee ^n Educa- 
tion m the Colonies, constituted in 1928; the Colonial 
EesearcK . Committee, constituted in 1919; the Dis- 
covery Committee, estabhshed in 1923 for whahng 
research; and the African Liquor Control Committee, 
estabhshed in 1924. In 1929 the Colonial Develop- 
ment Advisory Conomittee W 3 ,s seit up to Advise on 
apphcatioi^ for assistance from the Colonial Develop- 
ment Fund, estabhshed by the Colonial Development 

o 
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Chapter Act, 1929, under wMch grants are made to aid agri- 
culture and industry in the Colonies and Protectorates. 
Currency questions are dealt with by the West African 
Currency Board, established in 1912; the East African 
Board, established in 1920; and the Palestine Currency 
Board, established in 1926. The Bureau of Hygiene and 
Tropical Diseases is maintained partly from Imperial 
funds and partly from Dominion, Colonial and Pro- 
tectorate funds. The business requirements of the 
Colonies and Protectorates and their finance are con- 
trolled under the supervision of the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies by the Crown Agents for the Colonies 
in London, In addition, the Straits Settlement and the 
Federated Malay States maintain the Malayan In- 
formation Agency in London to advertise the produc- 
tions and attractions of Malaya. A similar oflS.ce exists 
since 1925 for Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika Territory, 
Nyasaland, Zanzibar, Northern Khodesia, and the 
Kenya-Uganda transport administration. 

The Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture was 
incorporated by Royal Charter in 1921 to promote the 
study of tropical agriculture in suitable surroundings 
at St. Augustine, Trinidad, and to create a body of 
expert British agriculturists, versed in the knowledge 
of the cultivation of land in the Colonies, and of 
scientific advisers, acquainted with the means of com- 
bating pests and diseases. 

The accounts of certain Colonies and Protectorates 
are audited on behalf of the Secretary of State by 
auditors and assistant auditors actiug under the super- 
vision of the Director of Colonial Audit, who is as- 
sisted in London by a central estabhshment connected 
with, but not forming part of, the Colonial OflBce. The 
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auditors and assistant auditors, as well as the staff of Chapter 

y 

the central ofS.ce, form one department, the cost of L 

which is defrayed by the Governments which make 
use of the services. Historically may be compared the 
Audit of Eoyal Eevenues recorded of the American and 
West Indian Colonies in the seventeenth and eight- 
eenth centuries.^ 

4. The Dominions and India 

In the main, India occupies in the matter of Im- 
perial co-operation precisely the same position as any 
of the Dominions, but there is one essential question 
which affects deeply the position of India in the 
scheme of the Empire, the issue of differential treat- 
ment based on race. The question which at present is 
acute as regards inter-imperial relations only in re- 
gard to India, is one which must also arise in the future 
in accordance with the development of the civilisation 
of the negro population of South, West, and East 
Africa, and on its successful solution must depend the 
possibihty of maintaining the Empire ia its present 
dimensions, or its reduction to the territories inhabited 
by a white population, and minor colonial outposts 
which cannot expect to develop any independence of 
their own. 

The acuteness of the problem as regards India is of 
recent growth, for the earher controversies regarding 
immigration exclusion, based on colour considerations, 
which evoked discussions of some liveliness between 
the Imperial Government and the Colonies, concerned 
rather Chinese and Japanese i mm igration. But the 

^ Cf. O, A. Jacobsen, William Blathwayt (1932), pp. 150-85, 355-400. 
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Chapter emergence of a strong political feeling in India has 
necessarily resulted in the complete revision of the 
conception of the situation. India has rightly put an 
end to the system of the export of indentured Indian 
labour, which conferred great benefits on the West 
Indian Colonies, Mauritius, and Fiji, and Indians in 
these territories are now absolutely free settlers, thus 
removing a condition of afiairs which was as damaging 
to Indian prestige as it was of dubious advantage to 
many of the labourers. On the other hand, the Do- 
minions have closed effectively the door to any serious 
Indian immigration; the Commonwealth immigration 
legislation since 1901 has been based on an education 
test, which can be so manipulated as to exclude any 
person whose entry is not desired; Canada has at- 
tained the same result in diverse forms, especially 
by requiring that any immigrant must come by con- 
tinuous journey from his place of origin and possess a 
considerable sum of money on arrival, or by simply 
closing immigration altogether in places where Indians 
can be expected to land. New Zealand, which at first 
used a language test, in 1920 adopted with complete 
success the regulation that an immigrant from any 
foreign place, or from a British possession, if a native 
of an aborigiual race, can only enter the Dominion 
on the strength of a permit from the Dominion Govern- 
ment applied for from his place of origm. In the case 
of South Africa since 1906 exclusion is directly effected. 
It would be idle to deny that in this wholesale ex- 
clusion pohcy there lies a deep wound to Indian 
material interests and to Indian national sentiment. 
There are large territories in the Dominions which are 
well suited for Indian settlement; in British Columbia, 
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and in many parts of Australia, and in most of South, chiapter 
Africa they could find homes and prosper. The resent- _Zl 
ment at exclusion is not diminished by the reflection 
that in Natal it was Indian labour which built up 
much of the prosperity of the province. 

The problem, however, would be comparatively 
simple, were it confined only to the matter of ex- 
clusion, but ft is aggravated by the treatment meted 
out in the Dominions to British Indians already 
legally settled there, and by attempts to penalise 
British ships trading with the Dominions on which 
lascar crews are carried. Thus since 1903 the Common- 


wealth has forbidden the grant of postal contracts to 
ships with such crews, and the effect of its merchant 
shipping legislation is to render it practically im- 
possible to employ lascars on ships engaged in the 
coasting trade of the Commonwealth, a term which 
covers the oversea ship which takes up passengers and 
goods at any Austrahan port to carry them to the next. 

In 1910 New Zealand actually proposed to tax heavily 
any ships trading to New Zealand which employed 
lascars, but this proposal failed to take effect through 
the Imperial Government refusing to sanction the bill. 
The franchise was refused to Indians in Queensland — 
and Western Austraha, and also for Commonwealth — 
elections as regards these States, and miscellaneous 
provisions in factory and agricultural and land Acts 
were aimed at differentiating against Indians, who for 
instance are more or less effectively excluded from " 
the sugar and banana industries ^ m Queensland. In 
Canada the centre of trouble Mes in British Columbia, 
where not only are Indians denied the franchise, with 


^ See the Banana Industry Preservation Act, 1921. 
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Chapter the result that for federal elections in that province 
they are also excluded, but every efiort has been made 
to prevent them obtaining employment on mining and 
other works of varied kinds. That the prohibition has 
not been more extensive is largely due to the fact that 
the issue is complicated by the question of treatment 
of Japanese who have had treaty rights in Canada, 
which the Canadian Covernment has necessarily pro- 
tected,^ naturally with advantageous results for the 
Indians also. It is, however, in South Africa that the 
gravest ground fox offence lies, for the large resident 
population there, mainly in Natal and the Transvaal, 
is definitely subjected to conditions of racial inferiority, 
and a steady effort is made to induce members of the 
Indian race to return to India to escape the difficulty 
of local circumstances, on condition that they shall 
never return to Africa. The difficulty of the position in 
South Africa must be conceded; the restrictions which 
shut out Asiatics from landholding in the Transvaal 
are inherited from the republic, and Boer opinion 
denies formally any possibility of equality in Church 
•or State between the white and the coloured races, 
with whom the Indian is in effect classed. There is keen 
jealousy throughout the Union of the business ac- 
tivity and success of the petty traders whose rivals, 
many of them naturalised incomers from Eastern 

^ The legislation of the Dominion giving effect to the treaty with 
Japan, as applied to Canada in 1913, overrides provincial legislation 
of 1921 attempting to exclude Japanese firom working under govern” 
mental timber licences: of. AtL-Qm, of British Columbia v. Att-Gen, of 
Canada^ [1924] A.C. 203; Keith, Joum, Comp. Leg. v. 280 f. The question 
of further restriction was discussed in the Commons on May 8, 1922, but 
inconclusively. Since then by an informal accord with Japan fresh 
immigration is restricted to 150 a year. See also Angus, Canadian Bar 
Review, ix. 1 ff. 
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Europe, wage war on them, with, the aid of the legis- Chapter 
lature, hy securing control of the right of licensing ^ 
petty traders for municipal bodies on which the . 
Indians have, of course, no representation. The denial 
of the Parhamentary franchise in the Transvaal and 
in efiect in Natal renders it impossible for the Indians . 
to secure efiective spokesmen of their own in Par- 
hament, and led to the adoption, under the aegis 
of Mahatma Gandhi, of tactics of passive resistance 
which gave great trouble both to the Union and to the , 
British and Indian Governments, until it was brought 
to a close for the time being by concessions made 
by the Union Parliament in Acts of 1913 and 1914. 

These measures while preventing immigration pro- 
vided means for the recognition of monogamic Indian 
marriages and the introduction of the wives and off- 
spring of such marriages into the Union by persons 
lawfully domiciled in the Union. 

The grant of a new status to India, as the results of 
her services in the war, necessarily revived the issue 
in an acute form, and both in 1917 and 1918 the Im- 
perial War Conferences had the matter under close 
consideration. The solution adopted was that of re- 
ciprocity, as a matter of courtesy and justice, although 
it was obvious that the working of such reciprocity 
would in the main leave the issues unaffected in sub--^' 
stance. It was agreed that each part of the Empire 
should enjoy complete control of the composition of 
its own population by means of restriction of immi- 
gration from any other community, but British sub- 
jects domiciled in any part of the Empire should be 
admitted into other parts for purposes of ■msits for 
pleasure or commerce, or for educational purposes, as 
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Chapter opposed to permanent residence or temporary resi- 
dence for labour purposes. India, therefore, was en- 
titled to subject persons from any overseas territory 
to the same conditions as were applied in that territory 
to persons from India. Visits for temporary purposes 
were to be arranged on the basis of passports granted 
by the country of domicile and approved by an officer 
there on behalf of the country to be visited, a sug- 
gestion based on an elffective agreement as to tempor- 
ary visits arranged between the governments of the 
Commonwealth and India in 1904. It was also agreed 
that Indians lawfully domiciled in the Dominions 
should have the right of introducing one wife and her 
children, if certified by the Government of India to be 
lawfully married under Indian laws, a recommenda- 
tion which was aimed at Canadian conditions, and to 
which Canada proceeded to give effect. 

India naturally was not satisfied by this measure of 
concession, and feeling was also aroused there by the 
departure of the Imperial Government ^ from the old 
rule of non-discrimination between members of the 
British race in the case of Kenya, where special areas 
of land in the highlands were reserved exclusively for 
Europeans, an unfair system of segregation in trading 
areas was enforced, and the Indians were placed in a 
wholly inferior political position to the white popula- 
tion, being denied electoral rights or effective repre- 
sentation in the legislature. In 1921 the question was 
debated- at the Imperial Conference with the result 
that, while the right to control immigration was once 
more reaffirmed, it was recognised that there was an 
incongruity between the position of India as an equal 
^ See Fafl, JPap, Cmd. 1311, 1922. Lord Elgin was largely responsible. 
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member of the Britisb Empire and the existence of Chapter 
disabilities upon British Indians la'wfully domiciled” — 1. 
in some other part of the Empire. The Conference 
accordingly expressed the opinion that in the interests 
of the solidarity of the British Commonwealth it was 
desirable that the rights of such Indians to citizenship 
should be recognised. Unfortunately, however, the re- 
presentatives ’of South Africa were unable to accept 
this resolution in view of the exceptional circumstances 
of the greater part of the Union, and the Indians’ 
representatives felt bound to place on record their pro- 
found concern at the position of Indians in South 
Africa, and their hope that by direct negotiations some 
way might yet be found to a satisfactory solution of 
the position there. 

The Conference resulted in the decision of the 
Indian Government to despatch on a mission to the 
Dominions, Mr Srinivasa Sastri, in order that by 
personal discussion and expressions of view in pubhc 
he might awaken Dominion opioion to the creation of 
a new regime in India, and explain the implications 
of the change in its bearing on relations with the 
Dominions. His mission, which concluded in 1922, 
was marked by some success in the form of educating 
pubhc opinion and achieved definite promises of amend- 
ments of acts, both in Austraha and in Canada, where 
the Government undertook to consider granting the 
federal franchise in British Columbia as in the rest of"" 
the Dominion to Indians. Unfortunately he was un- 
successful in obtaining any real change of opinion in — 
British Columbia, where the Government was unable 
to consider relaxation of its anti-Indian legislation, 
until popular opinion should be sufficiently educated 
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Chapter to appreciate the necessity for an alteration in the 
policy of hostility even to domiciled Indians. In the 
case of Kenya the question proved to be extremely 
complicated by reason of the existence of pledges to 
the European population rashly given by Lord Elgin 
in the early days of settlement, when the Indian 
question had not arisen in an acute form, and above all 
by the consideration that in that territbry the prime 
duty of the Government ought to be to safeguard the 
interests of the natives against undue encroachment, 
both by the European and the Indian inomigrants. 
But it was not contended that the existing situation 
in 1922 was in harmony with the essential principles 
of Imperial co-operation, and a change of Governor 
was arranged to facihtate a solution. 

The decision arrived at by the Imperial Govern- 
ment in July 1923, after fuU discussion with the various 
interests involved, negatived the proposal that an 
attempt should be made to place European and 
Indian electors on the same footing with a single 
electoral roll.’- On the contrary, it adopted the prin- 
ciple that the European electors should return eleven 
members and retain manhood suffrage, while the 
Indians should be given five members with a wide 
franchise, one elected member being similarly con- 
ceded to the Arab community. The same principle was 
to be adopted when electoral institutions were intro- 
duced into municipahties. It was determined also to 
maintain the reservation of the highlands for Euro- 
pean settlement, and that immigration must be super- 
vised with a view to secure the native African from 

^ On tlie other hand communal representation has been refused, on 
convincing grounds, to the Indian communities in the West Indies. 
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undue competition in subordinate mechanical and Chapter 

clerical work and in petty trade, that is, in effect from 1 

Indian competition. The only substantial concession 
made to Indian views was the abandonment of the 
attempt at segregation, either for residential or trade ‘ 
purposes, the impracticabihty of which was in fact 
patent. The decision was inevitably regarded in India 
as a complete*victory for the European section of the 
population, although stress was laid by the Imperial 
Government on the view that the interests of the 
African natives must be paramount, and on the re- 
tention of control of the legislature in the hands of 
an official majority. Despite repeated reconsideration 
the issue has remained unsettled, the European com- 
munity retaining its unfair predominance of legisla- 
tive power, and in 1935 India bitterly protested 
against further reservation of lands. 

In the Union of South Africa, which Mr Sastri did 
not visit, the question was not materially changed in 
■aspect by the resolutions of 1918 or 1921. The temper 
of the people was sufficiently shown by the legislation 
of 1919, when the Transvaal Asiatics (Land and Trad- . 
ing) Act of the Union Parhament effectively put an end 
to the practice of securing the holding of land in the 
Transvaal by Asiatics, which was forbidden by the old 
Act of 1885 of the Repubhc, through the medium of 
the creation of companies which, though composed - 
of Asiatics, were as juristic persons not Asiatics, and * 
therefore were exempt from the operation of the law. 

At the same time effective steps were taken to com- 
plete the operation of the Gold and Township Laws of 
the Transvaal, under which the trading by Indians in_ 
gold areas and townships, that is, the most profitable 
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Chapter places for trade, is prohibited, and thus a promising 
source of livehhood, for which they are naturally fitted, 
is withheld from Indians. For Indians also the inter- 
provincial barriers of freedom of movement are re- 
tained, and they are denied access to the Orange Free 
State. The action of Natal in 1921-4, in seeHng to 
deprive Indians of even the municipal franchise, is 
striking evidence of the refusal of the 'people of the 
Union to accept any sentiment of Imperial co-opera- 
tion in this regard. 

The same spirit animates the report of the Asiatics 
Enquiry Commission of 1920-21. Not only does it 
decline to recommend any relaxation in the restrictions 
affecting Indian landholding and residence in gold areas 
for trade, but it makes further suggestion that in Natal 
fresh restrictions should be imposed, under which the 
right of Asiatics to acquire and hold land for farming 
and agricultural purposes outside townships should be 
confined to the coast area, while a system of voluntary 
residential and trading segregation of Asiatics in town- 
ships is advocated together with efforts to secure the 
voluntary repatriation of Asiatics from the Union. The 
proposals were naturally strongly resented in India, 
and the Union Government in January 1923 intimated 
that it was not prepared to legislate during the current 
session in accordance with the recommendations of the 
Commission. 

The grave importance of the issue from the Imperial 
point of view was made apparent during the Imperial 
Conference of 1923, when the Indian representatives 
urged that steps should be taken to carry into effect 
the principle of equality for domiciled Indians adopted 
at the Conference of 1921, and suggested the appoint- 
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ment of Committees by the British and Dominion Chapter 
Governments to examine in co-operation with a Com- Xl 
noittee appointed by the Government of India the 
modes of making efEective that resolution. The 
Canadian Prime Mmister admitted that it would be 
dij0S.cult to secure legislation conferring the federal 
franchise on Indians in British Columbia^ generally, 
though it was already given to such Indians as had 
served in the war, while the Prime Minister of the 
Commonwealth promised to consider legislation^ to 
carry out in spirit the resolution of 1921, and the Prime 
Minister of New Zealand welcomed the proposed visit 
of a Committee from India. General Smuts, on the ' 
other hand, declined wholly to agree, and denounced 
the resolution of 1921 as unwise. He insisted that dis- 
abihties were imposed on Indians not on racial, but on 
economic grounds, and he held out no hope of any 
pohtical or other concessions to Indians in the Union. 

The representatives of Newfoundland, and of the Irish 
Free State, on the other hand, approved heartily of 
the Indian desire for full equahty of status, and the 
Imperial Government accepted the proposal of a 
Co mm ittee, although insisting that the Kenya de- 
cision could not be reopened. A strong protest against 
the attitude of General Smuts was made by Sir Tej 
Bahadur Sapru, who insisted that the attitude of 
South Africa was fatal to Imperial unity, and intimated 
that it would probably be necessary for India to treat 
the question as one of international law, and bring it ■ 
before the League of Nations as an issue of the rights 

^ The provincial legislature on Novemher 28, 1923, passed a resolution 
of protest against any concession, and it is stiU withheld. 

® Old-age pensions and the franchise were the outstanding questions; 
both points have been conceded. 
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Chapter of minorities to fair treatment. He also insisted that the 
people of India could never accept as final the Kenya 
decision. 

In 1924 relations between India and the Union were 
farther strained by the determination of General Smuts 
' to provide for the segregation of Indians for purposes 
of residence and trade, especially in urban areas. On 
the fall of General Smuts from power,' the idea was 
sponsored by General Hertzog. Indian representations 
and the visit of an Indian delegation to the Union 
and of a Union Parhamentary delegation to India 
resulted in a Conference at Capetown which ended on 
January 11, 1927, with agreement on certain principles. 
It was recognised that the Union was justified in 
seekiag to maintain Western standards of life, and that 
Indians of Union domicile who desired to maintain 
such standards should be helped to do so. Other Indians 
might be aided to emigrate to India or other places 
where Western standards were not reqtiired; they 
would then after three years lose the right to return; 
within that period they must refund the cost of their 
emigration. The Indian Government would look after 
such emigrants on their arrival in India. The entry of 
wives and minor children of domiciled Indians would be 
governed by the rules laid down by the Imperial War 
Conference of 1918. In view of this scheme the plan 
of reservation of areas would be dropped, and at the 
' request of the Union Government an agent of the 
' Indian Govermnent would reside in the Union to secure 
efiective co-operation between the Governments. 

In 1932 the issue was again discussed as contem- 
plated in the agreement of 1927. It was then found that 
the possibilities of emigration to India were, in view of 
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economic and climatic conditions in that country, prac- 
tically exhausted, especially as 80 per cent of the Indian 
population in the Union was born there. The possibility 
of finding another outlet was envisaged, but so far 
nothing efiective has emerged from such investigation. 

Naturally the feehng in India regarding Dominion 
treatment of Indians has grown deeper and wider with 
the development of the sense of Indian nationality and 
the claim of Dominion status. It was proposed by the 
British Government in 1933 ^ to permit India to exclude 
Dominion British subjects from immigration, but to 
forbid discrimination against them if lawfully resident. 
This proposal was entirely inconsistent with the status 
of India, and was disapproved by the Joint Select 
Committee which examined the governmental pro- 
posals, and was very wisely dropped from the Govern- 
ment of India Act as passed. The Indian Government 
is thus left free to deal with any part of the Empire 
except the United Kingdom without being fettered, 
and it is indeed difficult to imderstand how Sir S. Hoare 
adopted a proposal so unfair to India and so incon- 
sistent with the Imperial Conference resolutions of 
1917 and 1918. 

^ Keith, Letters on Imperial Relations ^ 1916-19 35 ^ pp. 226, 227. 


Chapter 



CHAPTEE VI 


THE GOVERNMENT OE NATIVE RACES 

r 

1. Imperial Control of Native Races 

Chapter In the main the task of the Imperial Government in 
VI • 

1 regard to native races is of a simpler character than 

that of the Dominions, in so far as the problem is not 
raised of the rival claims of white and coloured popula- 
tions to dominate the territories. It is a significant 
reminder of this fact that the chief difidculties now to 
be faced by the Imperial Government are precisely in 
cases where, as in the Dominions, white settlers are 
able to stand the climatic conditions and to increase 
in numbers by natural growth. The complexity of 
the Indian problem would have been inextricable, had 
India permitted of true European settlement, and had 
a large European community grown up accustomed to 
political domination over the rest of the people. 

For the tropical portions of the Empire in general, 
the role of the Imperial Government must be that of a 
protector, who ensures the existence of conditions and 
circumstances of peace and order, calculated to pro- 
mote the development of the native race or races 
inhabiting the territory. In West and East Africa, for 
instance, it would be idle to ignore the necessity of a 
European Government to permit of any chance of the 
development of civilisation. The melancholy history of 
Liberia illustrates acutely enough the difficulties facing 

208 
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the growth of negro States even under comparatively 
favourable circumstances. The same lesson can be read 
from the history of the Zulus, or the Bechuanas, or 
Basutos, or the Swazis in the south. Through a variety 
of circumstance, of which political incapacity must he 
reckoned an important factor, these races failed to 
develop any organisation of substantial value as an 
instrument of*civilisation. It is essential to remember 
that the great achievement of the Zulus was to build 
up a military force with vast potentiahties for destruc- 
tion, and the subjugation of rival tribes, hut without 
any conception of the creation of a body-pohtic. 

It is obvious that, wMle it is the prime duty of the 
Imperial Government to secure peace and order by 
the suppression of tribal warfare and of domestic 
slavery,^ of the slave trade and slave raiding, it is 
essential that the administration of native territories 
should be conducted on the basis of enabling the 
natives to learn to rule themselves. This is doubtless 
a conception which at times has not been clearly 
realised by British administrators, who have aimed, 
as formerly in India, rather at developing the maxi-'" 
mum of efficiency in the administration regardless of 
the fact that this process has only a limited sphere of- 
validity. The financial burden imposed by an adminis- 
tration through imported officers is a grave burden; 
it renders it necessary to impose taxation, which in 
itself may be light, but which none the less presses ^ 
heavily on natives with scanty means, and it does 
httle or nothing to develop the power of the natives 

^ Thanks to Lady Simon’s observations and public exposure, in 1927 
domestic slavery still lingering in the Sierra Leone Protectorate was 
definitely declared illegal and similar legislation was passed for the other 
Protectorates. On slavery in the Sudan see ParL Paj). Cmd. 2650, 2872. 


Chapter 

VI. 
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Chapter for self-goverrunent. On the contrary, it tends to 
ZL injure the moral character of the people by robbing 
them of the power of self-direction; the chiefs lose 
their utility and sink to the rank of minor servants 
of the Government, who perform their work without 
much capacity or interest. The native system of tribal 
life is interfered with, and nothing effective is suppHed 
m its place. It is an easy step to the fifrther pohcy of 
putting compulsion on the native to work for private 
European employers, a project once favoured by the 
administration in East Africa, and for a time even 
viewed with some measure of approval by Lord 
Milner, as Secretary of State for the Colonies. Happily 
his policy in this regard was effectively repudiated 
by Mr Churchill, and the idea of turning the native 
population into a piece of machinery for the profit 
of immigrant white settlers has been officially and 
emphatically repudiated by the Duke of Devonshire, 
Lord Passfield, and the Joint Select Committee of 
■ Parliament on Closer Union in East Africa.^ Instead, 
it is now more clearly recognised that the native is by 
no means so lazy as his detractors make him out to 
- be; that his disinchnation to work, when it exists, is 
largely the outcome of communal customs which have 
“abstracted much of his energies for work for the bene- 
fit of his chiefs; and that there is no insuperable diffi.- 
' culty in securing his active co-operation in develop- 
• ment of local resources by the process of assuring him 
personal gains from his labour. The enormous exten- 
sion of the production of cocoa in the Gold Coast is a 
classical and most remarkable example of the energy 

1 Of. Pari. P®p. Cmd. 2387, 2904, 3234, 3573, 3574; H.G. Pap. 184, 
1931. ' 
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of the native when he is allowed to work on his own Ciiapter 

land in his own way for his personal profit, and in- 1 

cidentaUy, of course, for the profit of the State whose 
taxes are largely based on his capacity to earn and 
purchase imported goods, as well as pay more direct 
taxation. It is possible, of course, to point to wasteful 
and inefficient modes of cultivation adopted, but it 
would be idle*to imagine that any system of compul- . 
sion could have produced more satisfactory results on 
the Gold Coast, and the experience of the Belgian 
Congo under forced labour’- is a painful reminder of 
the dangers of leaving human life at the mercy of ' 
exploitation by commercial interests. 

For communities such as those of West Africa 
policy caimot be simple, for circumstances are wholly 
diverse. There exists, for instance, on the coast in the 
Gold Coast, Sierra Leone, and Lagos a population 
which has acquired a tincture of European ideas, and 
adopted European dress and in some measure social 
habits; such a community must be educated to self- 
government as a distant goal through participation 
in municipal government on an elective basis leading 
to the adoption of election as the method of selecting 
the members of the legislatures, which thus will gain 
gradually fuller control over the executive, while the 
executive should more and more completely be re- 
cruited from among the ranks of educated natives, 
whose employment incidentally must result in large 
economies in the cost of administration. 

Inland, however, in West Africa there are the regions 
governed as protectorates, in which exist the descend- 
ants of ancient native kingdoms such as those founded 

^ Cf. Keith, Tke Belgian Congo and the Berlin Act (1919). 
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Chapter in. Northern Nigeria by the Fnlani at the expense of 
the Hanssa population. These Muhammadan States 
were a burden to the country, in that they waged 
war on one another, and raided for slaves far and near, 
but they had acquired a tincture of Muhammadan 
law, and were not unfamihar with conceptions of 
administration and a regular judiciary. To replace 
these potential instruments of govemndfent by British 
officials would have been a suicidal policy, and suc- 
cessive administrators of Nigeria must be accorded 
the credit of having aimed at indirect rule through the 
native chiefs, rehabilitating the older form of adminis- 
tration, ridding it of its arbitrary and barbarous char- 
acter, and making it a reasonably efficient method of 
government, and at any rate something more work- 
able than a European administration. The Emirs and 
their subordinates are thus converted into instruments 
of government, deriving their authority from govern- 
mental recognition, and carrying on their administra- 
tion subject to the general laws enacted for the terri- 
tory by the Governor. A form of direct taxation based 
on the native system purified of its abuses, is in force; 
the chiefs collect the taxes, a fixed share of which is 
retained by the Native Treasuries from which are paid 
the salaries of the native officers.^Supervisionover their 
executive authority is exercised by the residents and 
their subordinates, and the judicial activities of the 
Kadis and Emirs, while left intact so as to secure the 
adoption of Muhammadan and native law in regard 
to civil rights, is curtailed so as to prevent any serious » 
injustice in the administration of criminal law. To 
European officers certain classes of crimes are en- 

^ See Lord Lugard, Me Lml Mandate in British Tropical Africa. 
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trusted for punisliment, especially such as are not chapter 
ofienees against native law, or as are barbarously 
punished by that law. There is no doubt the possi- 
bihty of injustice and oppression by native courts, but 
on the whole the system of supervision is adequate to 
prevent the occurrence of very grave evils, and no 
other practical system has even been suggested. 

In other regions of Nigeria the effects of tribal wars 
and slave raids left no semblance of effective authority 
among the pagan tribes, and it has been necessary 
laboriously to seek to build up a framework of govern- 
ment on the basis of Native Cotmcils, a task of the 
utmost difficulty, but the only means of securing any 
practical results of value. 

The case of Nigeria is typical of African problems 
generally. The development of native administrative 
capacity remains the essential problem to which only 
a gradual, and as yet often shght, progress has been 
made. It is accompanied as a matter of course by 
constant regard for native law; the laws of England, 
including the statutes of general application, are 
doubtless in force in West Africa, while Indian legisla- 
tion, based on that law, prevails in East Africa, but 
these facts are subject to the rule that native law, so 
far as it is not contrary to the elementary principles 
of equity and natural justice, is administered in cases, 
whatever the court before which they are brought, 
where the sole parties are natives.^ Where one party is 
a native and the other a European, or native living 
as such, more difficult questions arise, since it might 
be as unjust to apply unadulterated native law to 
the European as to apply Enghsh or Indian law to the 

^ Of. IdevM Inasa v. Salcariyawo Oshodi, [1934] A.C. 99 . 



214 the governments of the BRITISH EMPIRE 


Chapter native, and tlie Conits have to be guided largely by 
their own discretion. For such diffionlties there is of 
course, ample precedent in the history of British rela- 
tions with the much more advanced and elaborate 
civilisation of India. 

It is clear that legislation and administration for 
such communities cannot appropriately or wisely be 
entrusted to any persons who are not iJnder efiective 
Imperial control. To create a legislature in which 
Europeans occupying private positions were given a 
preponderating power would be most unjust, since 
they could hardly do other than legislate predomin- 
antly in their own interest, even if they had the neces- 
sary knowledge to understand native interests, which 
is normally not the case. Hence, at an early date, 
power was given to the Crown by Acts now consoli- 
dated in the British Settlements Act, 1887, to legislate 
for British territories in West Africa, even if not ac- 
quired by cession or conquest, by Order in Council, 
and to create dependent legislatures in these pos- 
sessions. Over the Protectorates in East and West 
Africa similar legislative authority, but less restricted, 
is possessed under the Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 1890; 
Kenya is apparently regarded as ceded and so subject 
to the Crown’s prerogative of legislation. 

In the case of the Kenya Colony the Imperial . 
Government is faced with the difidculty of a resident 
white population, which may find a permanent home 
on the highlands, and a large native population, com- 
bined with a very considerable body of Indian imnoi- 
grants, who have deserved well of the country by 
reason of the services rendered by workers from India. 
in the building of the railway to Uganda, which cordd 



FRAMEWORK OF THE IMPERIAL CONSTITUTION 215 


never liave been carried out without their labour. It chapter 
is impossible to avoid the conclusion* -that in the 
interests of the native population restrictions on im- 
migration both of Europeans and Indians are essential. 

The pohcy of the European residents, who have dis- 
proportionate power on the legislature,^ is inevitably 
directed at securing native labour at low rates, for 
which purpose^arious efforts at compulsion have been 
mooted,* while the growth of the Indian community 
can hardly be expected to tend to the benefit of the 
natives, to whom they are no more aMn than Euro- 
peans, and on whom their influence is alleged to be 
often detrimental. In Uganda the ruler of Buganda 
governs with the advice of the Governor and a Council 
which has also judicial functions. 

The necessity and the value of Imperial supervision 
is obvious in regard to the fundamental issue of land 
ownership; if local legislatures were reheved from Im- 
perial control, it would be impossible to expect the 
adoption of sufficiently generous measures in native 
interests. Both in East and in West Africa, in point of 
fact, the fullest recognition has in the main been 
accorded to the fundamental principle that British 
poHtical sovereignty or protection does not mean the 
confiscation of native land interests. The legislation of 
Northern Nigeria, which has sometimes been treated as 
deviating from this rule, is, on the contrary, a complete 
affirmation of it; in a closely settled territory there 
is no room for any policy save of frank and immediate 

^ The legislature includes the Governor, 11 officio members, 

9 nominated officials, 11 elected European and 5 elected Indian members, 
with an elected Arab member and 2 nominated members to represent 
native interests. 

* Compare ParL Pap. Cmd. 873, 1509, 2464. 



2i6 the governments OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


Chapter recognition of native land rights under native law; 

ZL in Northern Nigeria wars and raids had created a 
position in which de fado large areas of land had no 
just owner, and the Protectorate legislation recognised 
this fact by claiming such lands for the Crown, but 
only as a trustee for native rights. In West Africa no 
case has arisen of disregard of native land interests for 
the sake of Europeans; instead, great »sare has been 
taken of late years to prevent imprudent grants of 
such rights by the natives themselves, a most beneficial 
series of legislative interventions. In East Africa the 
settlement of the Kenya Colony has been attended by 
the assigning of native reserves definitely dehmited, 
and there has been some complaint that the marking 
out of these reserves is an unjust deprivation of the 
natives. The answer, to some extent vahd, is that there 
was more land than could properly be used by the 
natives, and that tribal wars had ousted, or reduced 
to an inferior status, the original proprietors, so that 
claims to ownership rested merely on rights of con- 
quest, not made good by effective possession. Further 
difi&culties arising from gold discoveries were to some 
degree met by the recommendations of the Land 
Co mmi ssion of 1933.^ The problem, however, remains, 
whether it was wise policy to seek to establish a Euro- 
pean resident community in a limited area of a native 
territory, thus inevitably creating a difficult racial 
problem. 

In the Western Pacific, in the Gilbert and Ellice 
Islands Colony, there may be found the same principle 

^ See ParZ. Cmd. 4556, and for the Government’s decision Cmd, 
4580. The Archbishop of Canterbury has shown just concern for the 
rights of the native. 
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of government through, local chiefs, or more often Chapter 
native magistrates, aided by councils, who under the ZL 
supervision of a small British staff effectively carry on 
and raise the necessary revenue for the cost of adminis- 
tration. There is a native code of law authorised by 
Colonial Ordinance. The Solomon Islands Protectorate 
presents the beginnings of a similar system, but the 
task is of moEe difficulty owing to the lack of civilisation 
among the tribes. In Fiji the preservation of the native 
forms of government and native rights over land, which 
are recognised in the widest sense, has to be combined 
with the government of a large resident British Indian 
population, and a steadily growing European popula- 
tion in close touch with Australasian sentiment. To 
concede an independent legislature would obviously 
be impossible with due regard to the interests of the 
natives by whom the islands were ceded to the Crown, 
but the legislature includes six elected Europeans, 
three elected Indians, and three natives, besides thirteen 
nominated officials. Their traditional system of village 
and district councils has been recognised and strength- 
ened, while native affairs form the subject of triennial 
meetings between the G-overnor and the high chiefs and 
representatives of each province. A Native Eegulation 
Board, consisting of the Governor and four officials 
with five native members, is charged with the duty 
of making regulations with regard to marriage a.T| f l 
divorce, succession to property, the jurisdiction of civil 
and criminal native coxirts, and other matters relating 
to the well-being of the natives, these regulations 
attaining the force of law on submission to the Legis- 
lative Council. 

In other parts of the Colonial Empire the problem of 
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Chapter 

VL 


government differs fundamentally in that tliere is now 
no possibility of using native institutions. The West 
Indian islands presented for the most part tbe difficulty 
of tbe existence of two strains in the population, one of 
European origin, one the descendants of African slaves, 
with, of course, the inevitable intermixture of races. 
Experience has in some degree shown that such com- 
munities have not, under modern conditions, economic 
strength sufficient to maintain themselves without 
external assistance, and that it is impossible to entrust 
full legislative power to either a section of the people, 
or the people as a whole, in the present state of develop- 
ment of these territories, some of which at one time 
enjoyed fuU representative government, but found 
that condition impossible when the foundation of their 
prosperity was destroyed by the abolition of slavery, 
and competition of beet sugar with their staple product. 
The presence of Indian munigrants in considerable 
numbers in such places as Trinidad and British Guiana 
is a further ground for Imperial control. 

The eastern Colonies present complex problems. 
Ceylon naturally claims gradual advance through a 
stage of constitution analogous to that of India to the 
goal of self-government. In Mauritius the presence of 
an enormous population of Indian origin causes a posi- 
tion of delicacy as regards the French creole popula- 
tion, and necessitates an impartial control. In Hong- 
kong and the Straits Settlements, Imperial control is 
obviously desirable, while in the Malay States is pre- 
sented a classical example of administration through 
native agency with British advice. 

South Africa also presents two classical instances of 
the preservation of native institutions in the case of 
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Basutoland and the Bechuanaland Protectorate, both Chapter 
governed by Eesident Commissioners under the High — 1 
Commissioner for Basutoland, the Bechuanaland Pro- 
tectorate, and Swaziland, who alone legislates for the 
territories. The native institutions in either case are 
carefully preserved, subject to intervention both in 
executive and judicial matters to prevent injustice. 
Basutoland also boasts an advisory council of lOO 
members, ninety-five nominated by the chiefs, and 
five by the Grovemment. Disputes between Europeans 
and natives are dealt with by European magistrates. 
Swaziland is shared between natives and Europeans, 
the latter having an elected Advisory Council to aid 
the Resident Commissioner. 


2. Dominion Control of Native Races 

The Dominion Governments, in a greater or less 
degree, have all been confronted with the task of deal- 
ing with bodies of aborigines situated within their 
central territories, and, save Canada and Newfound- 
land, with dependencies largely occupied by native 
races. 

(1) In Canada the position was largely simplified by 
the comparatively small numbers of American Indians, 
and by their inabihty to combat the advance of civilisa- 
tion. By careful treatment of Indian claims it was 
fotmd possible for the agents of the British Govern- 
ment to acquire from them the necessary cessions of 
their lands on suitable terms of pajrment, and the 
responsibility for native relations throughout Canada 
was vested by the British Forth America Act, 1867, 
in the Dominion Parliament. The object of Canadian 



220 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


Chapter policy has been to secure tbe development of Indians 
wi t, bin tbe large reserves — ^nearly five miUion acres for 
bttle over 120,000 Indians — ^wMcb have been set aside 
for Indian occupation, to provide facilities for educa- 
tion, and to train them with a view to tbeir gradual 
complete emancipation from a status of inferiority and 
complete merger in the general population. Some ob- 
jection has been taken to this policy by sections of 
Indian opinion; it has been claimed that the Indians 
are on a basis of alhance with the British Crown and 
that, save by agreement, no alteration can be made in 
their status; exception was on this ground taken to the 
inclusion of Indians in the Canadian legislation of 1917, 
imposing compulsory service, though there was no lack 
of anxiety to aid the Empire in the struggle, and the 
percentage of voluntary enhstments in the Canadian 
forces for the war was exceptionally high. The aims of 
the Government are set out efiectively in the amend- 
ments of the Indian Act carried out in 1920. Provision 
was then made for the estabhshment of day schools 
and industrial or boarding schools, for the transport of 
children to these schools, and for allowing inspection 
of the schools by the chief and council of any band of 
Indians. Attendance at such schools may be made com- 
pulsory for Indians between seven and fifteen years of 
age. Moreover, the Governor in Council is authorised, 
on the report of the Superintendent-General of Indian 
Afiairs, to enfranchise Indians, male and female, above 
the age of twenty-one, and to issue to them patents for 
their lands.^ On such enfranchisement an Indian with 

^ In 1922 the Act was amended to make it necessary that the Indian 
should (lesire enfranchisement. The possibility of compulsion had 
aroused dissatisfaction among the Six Nation Indians, who claimed to be 
allies, not subjects, and the alteration conduced to restore harmony. 
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Ms wife and cMldren becomes on a footing of equality Chapter 

with any other British subject in the Dominion. An 1 

Indian woman is also freed from disability by marry- 
ing a non-Indian. In the same year the francMse was 
specially conceded to every Indian who served over- 
seas, although the francMse is normally denied to 
unenfrancMsed Indians. 

Newfoundland has been fortunate in escaping diffi- 
culty as regards native rights. The aborigines there 
have become extinct, and those on the Labrador coast, 
wMch is included within the hmits of the Dominion, 
are disappearing rapidly despite philanthropic efforts 
to save the race, a task for which the Dominion 
Government has no funds to spare. 

(2) In the Commonwealth of Australia the aborigines 
have largely ceased to present a problem of serious 
concern through the diminution of their numbers. 

There are still apparently, including half-castes, some 
60,000, mainly in the Northern Territory, in Queens- 
land, and in Western Austraha, and considerable sums 
are expended by the responsible Governments, State 
and Commonwealth, in providing for their relief when 
need drives them to approach mission stations and 
other sources of aid. In the Northern Territory their 
interests are secured in some degree by the fact that 
legislation is carried out by the Governor-General on 
the advice of the Commonwealth Ministry; but it is 
clear that contact with civilisation is fatal to the vitality 
of a race, never apparently numerous, but healthy 
enough in its normal condition. The Commonwealth 

But in 1933 compulsory enfranchisement was again rendered possible, 
on a report as to fitness by a judge, an officer of the departnaent, and a 
member of the band, but not contrary to any treaty rights* 
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Chapter further has, apart from its mandated territories in 
New Guinea, control of the British portion thereof, 
Papua with its large and uncivilised aboriginal popula- 
tion. The legislative authority for the territory may be 
exercised by Parhament, or normally by a local legis- 
lature of officials and nominees of the Government, and 
its legislative activities are closely supervised to secure 
native interests. The administration alms at using 
native instrumentalities in government, and has been 
successful in preserving native iuterests with scanty 
resources. A simple code of regulations is in force. 
Native land rights are fully recognised, and dealings 
between Europeans and natives in land are forbidden, 
sales of land being permitted only by the natives to 
the Government, which then makes such grants to 
Europeans as it deems fit. The native race is further 
protected from Indian or Japanese imuaigration and 
exploitation by the immigration restriction policy of 
the Conunonwealth. The Commonwealth is responsible 
also for the government of the tiny Norfolk Island 
and its mixed population, in part descendants of the 
mutineers of H.M.S. Bounty. 

(3) New Zealand alone of the Dominions has been in 
the position of having to deal with a warlike and intel- 
ligent native population which has made a real stand 
against the deterioration of European influences. The 
Maoris, though stationary as regards numbers of 
the population of full blood, have shown ability in 
many directions, and their interests have been greatly 
furthered by the provision for them of four elective 
seats, confined to Maori electors, in the House of Kepre- 
sentatives. The Maoris have stoutly maintained their 
rights to their lands, and, though from time to time 



FRAMEWORK OF THE IMPERIAL CONSTITUTION 223 


surrenders of surplus lands have been arranged, and Chapter 
certain lands were forfeited for rebellion, the land 
legislation of New Zealand has respected and safe- 
guarded native rights from diminution by the errors of 
the Maoris themselves. Moreover, recently compensa- 
tion has been granted for certain injustices done in the 
early days of settlement. Nor has efiort been spared for 
the social aiM moral welfare of the race, which has 
produced politicians and administrators of far more 
than average accomplishment. If, as is possible, the 
ultimate fate of the fuU-blooded Maori is extinction, 
the race will nevertheless have left an abiding mark 
in the history of New Zealand, and have affected in 
sensible measure the population. 

New Zealand, however, also controls, in addition to 
her mandated territory, the important islands known 
as the Cook group, which became her possession 
by annexation in 1901. The administration of these 
islands has been a happy adaptation of the native 
form of government, and now stands consoHdated 
in the Cook Islands Acts of 1915 and 1921.^ Islands 
Councils exist, consisting either in whole or part of 
ofl&cial, elected or nominee members; the official mem- 
bers are generally European officers and AriMs, native 
chiefs; nominated members hold office during the 
pleasure of the Covemor-General or for a fixed period, 
not exceeding five years. Women as well as men are 
eligible as electors and members of the Councils. The 
Councils have power to make laws for the good govern- 
ment of the islands, provided that the laws must not he 

^ Kiue is placed under the administration of Western Samoa for 
convenience. The final control of the islands rests with the Minister for 
the Cook Islands. 
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Chapter repugnant to Acts of the New Zealand Parliament. The 
maximum penalties imposed under such laws must not 
exceed three months’ imprisonment or a £50 fine, and 
no law may deal with customs duties; borrowing of 
money is prohibited, nor can a Council establish Courts 
of Justice or appropriate expenditure of revenue other 
than that raised under authority of their laws. These 
laws must be assented to by the Eesident Commis- 
sioner or the Governor-General, and the latter may 
disallow within a year an ordinance assented to by the 
former. The laws are enforced through the High Court, 
which has all jurisdiction, civil or criminal, necessary 
for the administration of justice. Judges and Com- 
missioners of the court are appointed by the Governor- 
General. A Commissioner may with some exceptions 
exercise the full powers of a judge, subject to appeal 
to a judge. Judgments in the High Court are subject 
to appeal to the Supreme Court of New Zealand, and 
judgments in civil cases are enforceable in the Do- 
minion by that court. The manufacture and importa- 
tion of intoxicating liquor are absolutely forbidden, 
even for European use, this arrangement being the 
condition on which, in 1921, the Island Councils ac- 
cepted the proposal that a white representative elected 
by the white population should be added to these 
bodies, a change which could not be made without 
their consent, as the terms of annexation provided for 
the maintenance of the councils as they stood. As in 
the case of the Maoris of New Zealand proper, the 
essential aim of the administration is to preserve aU 
that is sonnd in native custom, while directly or in- 
directly terminating pernicious practices. 

(4) In Africa the, native question presents 
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difficulties of the most formidable character, for which Chapter 

no solution is even in sight. The mere fact that the 1 

native population, exclusive of mixed and other 
coloured populations, forms 67 per cent of the total 
population, places the question in a wholly different 
light from that found in the other Dominions. The 
standard of civilisation among these natives varies 
greatly, and an important factor in the problem is 
presented by the existence of very miscellaneous 
elements of mixed blood, while even in the reputed 
white population there is often some admixture of 
negro descent. 

The pohtical power of the natives of the Union is 
definitely limited. In the Cape no racial discrimination 
as such was permitted by the Imperial Government 
when representative government was granted in 1853. 

But the uneducated and uncivilised native was ex- 
cluded from the franchise as the result of the individual 
property and educational qualifications requisite; ^ in 
Natal practically total exclusion was attained, and in 
the Transvaal and the Orange Free State the vote was 
never conceded. The Union of South Africa constitu- 
tion, while retaining (s. 35) and safeguarding from 
hasty alteration the Cape native vote, excludes any 
native from membership of Parliament. It provides in 
their favour, however, the inadequate protection that 
four of the members nominated to the Senate by the 
Governor-General shall be selected by reason mainly 
of their thorough acquaintance, by reason of their 
official experience or otherwise, with the reasonable 
wants and wishes of the coloured races of South 

^ See Act No. 9 of 1892. lu 1933 there were 8S,781 non-European 
voters in the Cape, but only 316 in Natal. 
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Chapter Africa. A further safeguard against ill-considered local 
action is provided by the rule that the control and ad- 
ministration of native affairs throughout the Union 
are vested in the Governor-General in Council, who is 
authorised to exercise all the special powers possessed 
by the Governors of the Colonies before the union. 

The actual control of ad m inistration is exercised 
through the Minister for Native Affairs and his depart- 
ment of State, under the direction of a permanent 
secretary. The Native Affairs Act, 1920, makes pro- 
vision for the establishment of a Commission presided 
over by the Minister, whose functions and duties in- 
clude the consideration of any matter relating to the 
general conduct of the administration, of the legisla- 
tion in so far as it may affect the native population 
(other than matters of departmental administration), 
and the submission to the Minister of its recommenda- 
tions on any such matter. If the Minister refuses to 
accept their recommendations, they can compel the 
consideration of the matter by the Governor-General 
in Council, and ultimately the lajdng of the papers 
before Parliament. The plan is based on the arrange- 
ments laid down in the schedule to the South Africa 
Act, 1909, regarding the administrative system to be 
applied to the native territories still retained under 
Imperial control, if they are transferred in due course 
to the Union, and its aim is to secure the adoption 
of a consistent and well-thought-out pohcy in native 
affairs, experience in the Colonies having shown that 
native policy was ever in a state of confusion and flux 
thrpugh changes in ministries and lack of continuous 
purpose. In practice its york is advisory, and its 
influence does not appear to have been great so far. 
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Further, the Governor- General is authorised to estah- Chapter 
lish a native local council for areas where aboriginal 
natives predominate, with power to provide for the 
maintenance of roads, drains, dams and furrows, 
water supply, suppression of stock diseases, destruc- 
tion of noxious weeds, sanitation, hospitals, methods 
of agriculture, and educational facilities, for which 
purpose they^nay levy a rate of £l annually on each 
adult male. Rules may be made for the consultation of 
the natives before the members of the councils are 
nominated, and for their tenure of office and remunera- 
tion. A number of such bodies have on the advice of 
the Commission been set up. Each council is presided 
over by a permanent Civil servant. The Governor- 
General may also on the advice of the Commission 
summon an assembly of native chiefs, members of 
native local councils, and prominent natives with 
a view to ascertaining the sentiment of the native 
population of the Union, a proposal based on the 
powers given to the Governors of the Transvaal and 
the Orange River Colony constitutions of 1906 and 
1907, but not then acted upon. Use of this power was 
made in 1922-7, but only in 1930 was it again resorted 
to, presumably because the conference proved hostile 
to the ministry’s proposals in 1927 for the abolition of 
the Cape native franchise. 

The system of councils is one which has been in the 
past best exemplified in the Transkeian territory, the 
chief aboriginal area in the Cape. Under Proclamations 
of 1930 and 1932 the United Transkeian Territories 
General Council assists the Chief Magistrate of the 
Territories by its advice; it consists of magistrates 
and native members, who represent the 26 District 
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Chapter Councils, wMcli are in effect executive committees of 
the Ceneral Council; these Councils consist of a magis- 
trate and six councillors, two nominated, and the rest 
proposed hy the local representatives of the ratepayers. 
Their functions are on the lines of those provided in 
the Act of 1920. There is an Executive Committee of 
the General Council which deals with certain matters 
affecting official staffs, scholarships, agricultural in- 
stitutions, and public works. In the Glen Grey area 
there is a district council composed of a magistrate, 
with six nominated and six elected members, charged 
with the raising of a rate and its expenditure, dipping 
of cattle, roads, agriculture, irrigation, and public 
health. In the Orange Eree State the Witzieshoek 
Eeserve has a Board, constituted under an ordinance 
of 1907, of two Europeans and five nominated natives, 
with powers over roads, water supply, sanitation, and 
education, while the chief exercises civil jurisdiction, 
subject to appeal to the European Commandant, who 
alone deals with criminal cases. In certain town areas, 
including Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Bloemfontein, 
the chief min ing and industrial areas in the Transvaal, 
Durban, and Pietermaritzburg, natives are required to 
five in locations.^ 

Both as regards industry and land holding, insoluble 
questions present themselves. In the mines of the 
Transvaal native labour is essential if the industry is to 
be preserved, but white labour opinion insists on con- 
fining native workers to other than skilled labour, and 
this is supported by Transvaal regulations having the 
force of law. Political reasons also teU in favour of the 

1 See Natives (Urban Areas) Act, 1923, ainended by No. 25 of 1930. 
The members resident may be limited. 
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contention of the white miners, since, if the natives chapter 
were permitted to become skilled workers, their de- 
mand for political rights would be greatly strengthened. 

In the Cape education has been stimulated by mission- 
ary efforts, and has resulted in the establishment of a 
South African Native College, which aims at education 
of a University standard and opens its doors to natives 
and coloured® persons, and Indians of both sexes, a 
factor which will render it increasingly difficult to 
maintain the Boer doctrine of refusing equahty to 
the coloured races, though it accords admirably with 
Mr Ehodes’s dogma of equal rights for every civil- 
ised person. The serious manifestations of industrial 
trouble of late years in the Transvaal are a symptom 
of the effect of unrest among the white miners on the 
native mind, and it is significant that in the grave 
events of 1922, in the Transvaal, a disquieting feature 
was shown in the savage attacks on peaceful natives 
made by the revolutionaries. 

The question of native land rights is at least as com- 
plicated. In 1913 a preliminary step was taken in the 
Natives Land Act, 1913, which was intended to clear 
the way for a policy of reserving certain areas in the 
Union definitely for European occupation, and other 
areas for native occupation, the conception being that 
the natives should be encouraged to develop within 
these areas a civihsation peculiarly their own, not along 
mere European hnes. The Act provided for the main- 
tenance as far as possible of the status quo as regards 
land tenure by Europeans and natives respectively, 
and set up a Commission charged with the duty of 
recommending to Parhament what areas should be set 
aside for European, and what for native occupation. 
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The fatal di^fi.c^xlty, however, soon appeared when the 
Commission reported in 1916; the Government could 
not give the natives more land without annoying its 
supporters, and the issue remained unaltered in 1935d 
The task proved extremely difl&cult, and the complica- 
tion of the whole scheme led among other things to the 
passing of the legislation of 1920, for the creation of a 
Commission which might study at leisure and in detail 
the problems of racial segregation, native education, 
native taxation, native life in urban and industrial 
areas, and the native pass laws. The latter, which are 
of the most complex and harsh character, represent 
the devices of the Governments of Natal, the Trans- 
vaal, and the Orange Free State, for supervising and 
restricting the movements of natives, which are free 
only in the Cape, outside the Transkeian area. The 
necessity of amending these laws is patent and not 
denied, but unhappily nothing effective has yet been 
found practicable, thus perpetuating a grievance which 
is undoubtedly serious. A remedy in the more generous 
issue of exemptions from these laws has been too 
sparmgly applied, and there is no doubt that abuses 
of power and injustice are only too easy under the 
existing condition of the law, which involves constant 
punishment of natives for purely technical offences. 

The issue of segregation presents the fatal difficulty 
that, if it is to work at aH, it must be complete, and 

^ The Joint Committee of Parliament (April 1935) recommended the 
passing of a Native Trust and Land Bill to secure additional lands for 
natives to be administered by a Trust; and of a Representation of 
Natives Bill to terminate the native vote in the Cape (saving the rights 
of natives already registered) and to substitute the election of four 
European senators by natives indirectly; to provide for the election 
similarly of two Cape Provincial Coimcillors, and to set up an advisory 
Natives Representative Council, part elective. 
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in that case tlie farmexs of the Union would be re- 
duced to cultivating with their own hands and Euro- 
pean labour, which would probably not be economically 
possible, and which at any rate they are not prepared 
to try. Any partial form of segregation would ob- 
viously defeat the purpose of inducing the natives to 
develop their own civilisation, for it would mean a 
constant comsnunication between the reserves and the 
non-native areas. Nor is it easy to see how the ideal of 
allowing the natives to develop on their own lines can 
be attained; the influence of European civihsation on 
the Bantu has been far too lengthy to have failed 
to destroy the vitahty of native institutions; what is 
possible in Northern Nigeria is hardly practicable in 
the Cape or the Transvaal. An extremely disquieting 
fact was also revealed by the war, the eflELciency of 
native troops when efEectively trained, as experience 
against the German native levies in East Africa 
showed only too plainly. The Union Governmental 
policy excludes natives from military training, but it 
is idle to ignore the rising self-consciousness of the 
native or the difidculty, which must become steadily 
more obvious, of maintaining a policy of repression. 
The rehgious activity of the separatist Churches is a 
further sign of the aim of the native to attain for him- 
self a status independent of European control and 
supervision. Unfortunately racial subordination is in- 
compatible with the teachings of the New Testament, 
as the natives easily recognise. 

Much resentment has been created among the 
natives by General Hertzog’s proposal to aboHsh 
Cape franchise for natives, for the proposal in heu, the 
granting of strictly hmited representation of natives 


Chapter 

VI. 
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Chapter througliout the Union, is naturally regarded as nn- 
satisfactory. Moreover, the Native Administration Act 
of 1927 , though it contained some valuable provisions, 
including the recognition of native law throughout 
the Union, the establishment of special native civil 
courts, and the introduction of greater uniformity in 
administration, has tended to strengthen tribalism 
and to bear hardly on the urban and detribahsed 
natives. Moreover, it has substituted for the rule 
of law of the supremacy of the courts a system of 
privileges held at oflScial discretion, a sort of droit 
administraiif. Further resentment has been caused 
by the total exclusion of natives from the Old-Age 
Pensions Act of 1928 , and by the fact that the election 
of 1929 was for the first time in Union history fought 
on the issue of the “Native menace”. Moreover, by 
the operation of the Women’s Enfranchisement Act of 
1930 , from the operation of which all non-European 
women were excluded, the political power, shght as it 
was, of the native voter has been gradually reduced, 
so that they constitute less than 2 per cent of the total 
electorate. In the same year the Eiotous Assemblies 
(Amendment) Act gave to the Minister of Justice 
powers almost unprecedented in a Parliamentary State 
in time of peace. In 1932 a further blow to native in- 
terests was struck by the Native Service Contract Act, 
which is intended to terminate the practice of “squat- 
ting” and to reduce all natives in European rural areas 
to the status of labour tenants, who, by legislation of 
1926 , have been placed for disciphnary purposes in 
the position of labomers, subject to penal measures 
in the case of breach of contract. In the same spirit 
the Labour Department, created in 1924 , has osten- 
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tatioTisly disregarded the interests of native labour; Chapter 
the Industrial Conciliation Act excludes natives from 
its provisions for peaceful settlement of industrial 
disputes, and the governmental pobcy ^ has closed to 
natives employment on the railways, while the customs 
tariff has been used to compel manufacturers to prefer 
white to black labour. The result has been loss of earn- 
ing power foe the natives, the growth of anti-white 
prejudice, and the embitterment of race relations. 

The coloured population in the Union stands in a 
somewhat different position. The colour bar operates 
against it as against the natives in the higher posts of 
the public services. Entry to any South African Uni- 
versity is very difficult and most churches exclude 
coloured Christians no less than natives. General 
Hertzog’s franchise proposal contemplated at first 
equal terms with Europeans for coloured voters ® and 
the extension of the franchise for them in the Trans- 
vaal and Orange Free State, but when in 1930—31 
adult suffrage was created in the Union, the nevr ex- 
tension was not applied to coloured persons. 

^ See General Hertzog’s Circular Ho. 5, October 31, 1924, which 
urges use of European labour in all Government services at the cost of 
native labour. Yet the Government is not paid for by Europeans only. 

® The Joint Committee contemplates the grant to individual coloured 
persons of non-native status by the Governor- General in Council after 
a semi-judicial enquiry, subject to disallowance by Parliament. 



CHAPTER VII 


THE RULE OE LAW AND THE RIGHTS OF THE 
SUBJECT 

1. The Rule of Law 

Chapter THROUGHOUT the Empire tte system of government 
is distingtdslied by the predominance of the rule of 
law. The most obvious side of this conception is 
afiorded by the principles that no man can be made to 
suffer in person or property save through the action of 
the ordinary courts after a pubhc trial by estabhshed 
legal rules, and that there is a definite body of well- 
known legal principles, excluding arbitrary executive 
action. The value of the principles was made obvious 
enough during the war when vast powers were neces- 
sarily conferred on the executive by statute, under 
which rights of individual liberty were severely cur- 
tailed both in the United Kingdom and in the oversea 
territories. Persons both British and ahen were de- 
prived legally but more or less arbitrarily of liberty on 
grounds of suspicion of enemy connections or inclina- 
tions, and the movements of ahens were severely re- 
stricted and supervised; the courts of the Empire ^ 

^ Keith, War Oovemment of the Dominions, pp. 307 f. Discretionary 
action if authorised by law is legal and in one sense compatible with the 
rule of law, but the essential meaning of the rule excludes any wide 
executive arbitrariness, such as is permitted by the Union of South 
Africa Kiotous Assemblies (Amendment) Act, 1930, which allows a 
mimster to control the movement of any person whom he believes to be 
promoting feelings of hostihty between Europeans and others. 

234 



FRAMEWORK OF THE IMPERIAL CONSTITUTION 235 


recognised the validity of such powers under war con- Chapter 

ditions, but it is clear that a complete change would ! 

be effected in the security of personal rights if executive 
ofhcers in time of peace were permitted the discretion, 
they exercised during the war, and which in foreign 
countries they often exercise even in time of peace. 

A further aspect of the rule of law is the fact that in the 
main the law makes no discrimination between private 
individuals and officials in regard to its enforcement. 

It does not, save where statute has intervened, afford 
any further protection to an official than to an ordin- 
ary person, and such statutory consideration is largely 
justified by reasons of convenience, as in the case of 
the requirement that actions against public authorities 
should be brought within a reasonable limit of time. 

But special courts are not constituted to deal with 
cases in which officials are parties, nor in the ordinary 
courts is any special code applied to the consideration 
of such cases. There is no real exception to this in the 
fact that, as will be shown later, under such Acts as 
those dealing with health insurance various matters 
interesting individuals are assigned for settlement 
to quasi-judicial bodies constituted from executive 
officers, for these matters do not touch on any funda- 
mental rights and are manifestly unsuited for ordinary 
judicial determination. 

This absence of anything really corresponding to the 
droit administratif of continental law has resulted in 
the fact that the fundamental rights of the subject 
are nothing more or less than principles evolved by the 
law courts in the application of the general principles 
of law to individual cases. To enact them formally has 
accordingly been rare in British constitution-making, ■ 
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Chapter 

vn. 


and the fact that they are formally enacted in the 
Irish constitution is due to a dehberate following of 
Continental and American precedent. It is important 
to note that in the Free State, as often elsewhere, the 
enunciation of principles is not accompanied by any 
efiective means of enforcing them, so that they possess 
no more validity than the same principles do in oases 
where they are imphcit in the constitution. 

2. The Rights of the Subject 

(1) The right to personal freedom essentially rests on 
the fact that machinery exists under which any person 
not deprived of liberty by sentence of a judicial body 
can, if placed under restraint, assert his freedom and 
punish those who have illegally deprived him of it. 
Thus he can by setting the criminal law in motion 
secure punishment of the offender for assault and false 
imprisonment, and he can by bringing an action obtain 
damages to such extent as seems suitable to a jury 
interested in vindicating the rights of the individual. 
More important still, by the use of the writ of habeas 
corpus,^ he, or his friends, can secure that whoever 
detains him shah, be compelled to explain the grounds 
of his detention, so that if it be illegal he may be 
liberated by the court. The power has repeatedly been 
exercised to secure the vindication of hberty, to pro- 
tect the subject against illegal proceedings under 
martial law, to deny to a husband the right to confine 
a wife, to restore children to parents, and to secure the 

^ This common law writ is reinforced by Acts of 1679 (dealing with 
confinement on criminal charges), and 1816 covering other cases. 
Application may be made to different judges, and no appeal lies if 
liberty is granted by the Court. 
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liberation of a man detained as a slave, and the de- Chapter 
claration that slavery was unlawful in England. More- 
over, the principle apphes to all the dominions of the 
Crown; the Enghsh courts have jurisdiction and in- 
deed must issue the writ save as regards possessions 
where courts exist with authority to issue the writ 
and secure its execution,^ and they would exercise it 
if necessary to prevent injustice. The extent of the 
value of the existence of the writ is shown by the 
necessity which has arisen, whenever political prisoners 
have been deported to any Colony, to secure local 
legislation to legahse their detention, so that they may 
not secure their discharge from custody on a habeas 
corpus. Moreover, so effective is the security for early 
trial or discharge in case of allegations of crime that, 
in time of civil disturbance, especially in Ireland, or 
in risk of war, it has been necessary to suspend the 
operation of the writ as regards persons suspected of 
treason or other grave offences against the security 
of the State. As, moreover, a mere suspension does 
not extinguish rights, though it delays remedies, it is 
necessary to indemnify by Act of Parhament, as in 
1901 and 1920,^ any illegal interference with personal 
hberty. 

A striking example of the effective action of the 
courts was afforded in 1923, when a unanimous judg- 
ment of the Court of Appeal® procured the release 
from internment in the Irish Free State of a large 

1 The Habeas Corpus Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viot. 0 . 20). 

2 The ludemnity Act, 1920 (10 & 11 Geo. V. e. 48). 

’ Ex^pcvrte Art O' Brim, [1923] 2 K.B. 361. The House of Lords decided, 
on May 14, that no appeal lay to them in such a case; Secretary of State 
for Home Affairs v. O'Brien, [1923] A.C. 603. An apparent attempt of the 
Government to alter the law pendente lite to legalise the detention was 
ruled irrelevant. 
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Chapter Humber of persons wbo bad been arrested in Great 
Britain and deported to Ireland on tbe strength of a 
regulation made under tbe Restoration of Order in 
Ireland Act, 1920, and believed by tbe Law Officers of 
tbe Crown still to be valid despite tbe establishment of 
tbe Free State. The action of tbe ministry, which was 
motived by tbe desire to counter what was bebeved to 
be a conspiracy to aid tbe rebels in tbe F!tee State, was 
indemnified by Parliament, but full provision was at 
tbe same time made for the establishment of a tribunal 
to receive claims from persons thus wrongfully de- 
ported and interned, and to award them damages on 
tbe same principle as would be applicable in an action 
for false imprisonment. Moreover, tbe Government 
accepted in tbe House of Lords on June 6 a resolution 
moved by Viscount Grey to tbe effect that tbe House 
affirmed “tbe long-estabbsbed principle of tbe con- 
stitution that tbe Executive should not, without tbe 
previous and special authority of Parliament, exercise 
tbe power of arrest without bringing to trial by due 
process of law”. 

(2) Freedom of speech or discussion is assured simi- 
larly merely by tbe rule that a man may say or write 
anything be pleases, subject to bability to punishment 
if be is guilty of sedition, that is, exciting disaffection 
against tbe Government, of blasphemy or indecency, or 
of libelling any person, and that whether be is guilty of 
any of these offences will be decided by a judge and 
jury,^ or at any rate by a court of law. The extent to 
which freedom is thus attained obviously largely de- 
pends on pubbc opinion, but it is not subject to ffirect 

^ On the jury as a safeguard to liberty stress Is laid by Lord Tomlin, 
Boyal Institution, April 5, 1935. 
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governmental control, and in practice in the United Chapter 
Kingdom and tlie Dominions a very wide Kberty is 
enjoyed, particularly as regards attacks on the form 
of government, even in South Africa to the extent of 
permitting unchecked propaganda for a repubhc. Pre- 
liminary censorship of the press is essentially a war 
expedient, but in India and some Crown Colonies 
efforts have heen made to cope with sections of the 
press beheved to be seditious by requiring deposits 
of money, to be forfeited on conviction for sedi- 
tion or otherwise, a proceeding of decidedly dubious 
value. The Union Eiotous Assembhes (Amendment) 

Act, 1930, authorises prohibition of pubhcation of 
documents deemed likely to excite hostility in the 
community. 

In order to protect armed forces against subversive 
propaganda it was made criminal in 1797 to incite to 
mutiny, and a more convenient procedure for this pur- 
pose was devised by the Incitement to Disaffection 
Act, 1934. It is significant of the feeling in favour of the 
utmost freedom of discussion that the Bill excited bitter 
opposition in Parhament and was only carried, despite 
the enormous strength of the governmental majority, 
after drastic modifications had been made to prevent 
any possibility of abuse, especially of the limited powers 
of search for seditious hterature permitted. The grant 
of search warrants has been confined to High Court 
judges, and the Attorney-General in Northern Ireland 
and the Director of Public Prosecutions in England 
must sanction proceedings. 

(3) The right of public meeting again rests merely on 
the fact that a man conunits no breach of the law if 
he gathers with others and engages in any discussion, 
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Chapter neither trespassing on private ground, violating local 
regulations of municipalities, nor obstructing the public 
streets^ If the purpose of the meeting is in any sense 
illegal, then the members taking part in it have no 
grievance if they are dispersed by authority. It may 
even be that a perfectly legal and orderly meeting may 
be broken up by the police without illegahty,^ if that 
be the only means of preventing a breach of the peace 
caused by opponents of the meeting without legal 
justification, though it is plain that the first duty of 
the authorities is to protect the meeting in the exercise 
of its legal freedom. Restrictions on the right, such 
as requiring previous consent of magistrates or other 
authorities, have been enacted from time to time, and 
some use of these powers to restrict meetings deemed 
politically dangerous has been made of late both in the 
Union of South Africa and in India, in either case with 
dubious results. 

( 4 ) Freedom of conscience and worship exists as the 
result generally of the absence of any established 
church, and where such churches exist in the restriction 
of the authority of these churches to those who are 
voluntarily members of them. In both parts of Ireland 
they are secured by express enactment, and similar 
provision for rehgious toleration is made in Malta, 
where the population is devoted to the Roman See. 
The misuse of episcopal power to determine elections, 
as in 1932 in Malta, has been met in Canada by insist- 
ence that use of these means may void an election.® 
The exclusion of persons from office on the score of 

^ BmUy V. Gillbanhs (1882), 9 Q.B.D, 308. 

^ Wise Y. Dunning, [1902] 1 K.B. 167. 

® Langevinv. Brassard (1876), 1 S.C.B. 145; Keith, Letters on Imperial 
Relations, 1916-1935, pp. 292, 293, 294. 
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religious belief has been reduced to very narrow litnits Chapter 
in tbe United Kingdom, and bas been repeatedly re- 
pudiated in India. 

None of these rights nor such other rights as those of 
bearing arms and possessing property are regarded as 
in any way fundamental constitutional principles in 
the great majority of British possessions. The right to 
expropriate property without compensation belongs to 
every Government to which the legislature accords it, 
save in Northern Ireland, and in India, and the carry- 
ing of arms is regularly, in the United Kingdom,^ as 
well as in India, restricted by the requirement of 
ofi&cial permission. The degree of private right must 
depend on the interest of the State, whose strength lies 
in the measure in which room can be found for the 
individuahty of the subject in the unity of the political 
organism. 

3. Martial Law 

The rights of the subject would be ineffective if the 
executive government possessed normally any right of 
interference at discretion with these rights, and there 
are grave disadvantages in any legislation, such as in 
Continental countries often exists, authorising the 
Government to proclaim a state of siege in cases of 
emergency, and permitting wholesale disregard for the 
ordinary laws of the land. It is a far better safeguard 
for individual hberty and the security of property that, 
if circumstances require violations of normal right, ex- 
press sanction should be given by Parhament; the vast 
powers wielded by the Government in the United 
Kingdom during the war, under regulations made under 

1 Firearms Act, 1920 (10 & 11 Geo. V. c. 43). 

R 
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Chapter the Defence of the Realm Acts, would much better 
have been conferred in greater particularity, as need 
arose, by the legislature.^ If Parhament is not in session, 
and in case of sudden emergency, it may often be found 
necessary to break the law frankly and to rely for legal 
sanction on an Act of Indemnity. This is essentially the 
position created by a declaration of martial law by the 
executive; legally it has no effect whatever in the ab- 
sence of express statutory sanction, and it leaves the 
rights of all persons unaffected unless and until they 
are varied by statute. That is not, of course, to say that 
Acts done under the supposed authority of martial law 
are necessarily illegal. The common law of the several 
parts of the Empire, including the Roman Dutch law 
of the Union, recognises more or less distinctly the rule 
that in emergency private rights may be disregarded 
for the sake of the security of the State; it is no trespass 
to enter and use land without the owner's consent 
for military purposes, though compensation should be 
paid; it is not illegal to kill persons joining in insur- 
rection, or to detain them in custody. But the limits 
of the power to ignore private rights in emergency are 
wholly vague and Acts of Indemnity are essential to 
avoid claims after the emergency has passed. Such 
Acts, it is clear, should cover aU actions done in good 
faith, even if erroneous or foolish; it should, however, 
be made clear that mahcious misuse of authority, to 
gratify private ends, is utterly excluded from indem- 
nity, and complaint has on occasion been made of the 
extremely wide terms in which, in the Union of South 

^ Certain wide powers in grave emergencies ate given to the Govern- 
ment by the Emergency Powers Act, 1920, but under conditions securing 
effective Parliamentary control; s. 1 (2). See p. 295 foai. 
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Africa, indemnity in respect of the suppression of insur- Chapter 
rection and riot has been conferred.^ There is, it is clear, 
a real danger in passing unlimited Acts of Indemnity; 
on the next occasion of disorder evilly disposed men 
may, under cover of aiding the Government, take the 
opportunity of paying off old scores, confident that the 
indemnity accorded will be wide enough to shield them 
from punishment for their misdeeds. 

Martial law has not been formally resorted to in the 
United Kingdom since the Stuarts, but instances in 
the Colonies and Dominions and in Ireland have not 
been rare, and certain principles of law can safely be 
deduced from the decisions of the courts. There is a 
common law right of suppressing riot and insurrection, 
but it is impossible to say whether we are to hold that 
the right extends to authorising the Government to 
carry out any Acts which it deems reasonably necessary 
for the suppression of disorder, or whether the power 
covers only such Acts as in the opinion of the court 
before which a case comes were actually necessary.^ 

The courts, it is clear, ought not to interfere with the 
action of military authorities jlagmnte hello; ® it is not 
proof that there is no state of war because the courts 
are permitted to function by the mihtary authorities 
for some purposes and under certain conditions; it 
would be difierent if all the courts were functioning as 
usual. It is for the court to decide if there exists such 
a state of circumstances as excludes its jurisdiction, 

^ The Imperial House of Commons drastically revised the Indemnity 
Bill of 1923 (13 & 14 Geo. V. c. 12). 

® See the discussion in Law Quarterly Review, xviii. 117 Dicey, 

Law of the Constitution, Note X. 

® D. F, Marais, Ex parte, [1902] A.C. 109; Tilonko v. Att.-Gen. of 
Natal, [1907] A.C. 93. 
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Chapter bearing these principles in mind. If it holds that there 
is, no redress is possible, unless and until the state of 
things ceases.^ Thereupon the courts may function freely 
and must judge causes brought before them,^ unless, of 
course, they are prevented from doing so, or limited in 
doing so, by an Act of Indemnity. 

The declaration of martial law overseas may serve 
useful purposes in placing it beyond doubt that the 
Government is being challenged and demands all the 
aid of its subjects. Moreover, it simplifies the taking of 
authority into the hands of the officer engaged in sup- 
pressing revolt. On the other hand the prolonged main- 
tenance of martial law when peace had been or should 
have been restored, as a method of maintaining illegal 
action pending an Indemnity Act, as in Natal between 
1906 and 1908, is a clear abuse of power. 

Martial law, as here discussed, refers to steps of 
Government taken against rebels whether in time of 
peace or of war, when internal disturbances are greatly 
to be feared. The term is also used as in the Duke of 
WeUington’s definition® to describe the system ad- 
ministered by a General who invades enemy territory, 

' and must there enforce a system of law. It apphes 
historically to the law employed* to maintain order in 
Enghsh forces when at war, whether within or without 
the realm, but that is more conveniently described as 
mihtary law. 

^ i2. V. Allen, [1921] 2 241; B, (Ghilders) v, Adj.-Gen. of Provisional 
Forces, [1023] 1 1.R. 14. 

® Wright Y. Fitzgerald (1798), 27 St. Tr. 765; Higgins v. Willis, [1921] 
2 LR. 386. 

® Pari. Deb. 3rd Series, cxv. 880. 

^ In the Court of the Earl Marshl and Constable- 
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4. Remedies against the Crown 

Englisli law recognises that the Crown can co m mit Chapter 
personally no wrong, but from an early date it provided 
means, now stereotyped by statute, by which a sub- 
ject might, by petition of right, have a judicial decision 
as to any land or goods of his which, he claimed, had 
come without'lawful ground into the possession of the 
Crown, and as to any contract entered into with the 
Crown which had not been fulfilled. But the Crown is 
not liable in tort for any wrong done by its ofl&cers, and 
it has been necessary, when it has been desired in the 
oversea possessions to give rights against the Crown in 
tort, to confer them by special enactment. In Scot- 
land, and in a few Colonies, by practice, and in many 
others including Canada, the Commonwealth of Aus- 
traha, and the Union of South Africa by legislation, 
suits directed to obtain damages in tort are entertained, 
and there seems no adequate ground for the mainten- 
ance of the Enghsh rule of governmental immunity, at 
least as regards commercial undertakings; a distinction 
in this respect is recognised in India. 

In accordance with these principles no remedy is 
available against an official who contracts for the 
Crown, for he is not personally any party to the con- 
tract, but merely acts as the mouthpiece of the Crown. 

On the other hand, as the Crown can do no wrong, any 
wrong done is that of the officer, and no plea of the 
royal command or of State necessity^ will be heard to 
justify a wrong. The person who actually commits the 
wrong is hable, and so also may be his superior if he 
ordered the committal of the wrong, as opposed to 
^ Bnticlc V. Carnn0on (1765), 19 St. Tr. 1030. 
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Chapter giving an order wMcli might have been carried out 
without breach of law. 

There are few exceptions to this general principle. If 
an alien outside the realm sufiers wrong at the hands of 
an ofl&cer of the Crown acting on authority, or having 
his action ratified ex post facto by the G-overnment, 
he can successfully be met vpith the plea of “Act of 
State”, which bars the investigation of Ms claim m any 
British Court, ^ the matter becoming one for diplo- 
matic representations if redress is to be claimed. But, 
if the alien is on British territory, the plea is inad- 
missible,®* and in any case it caimot be urged against 
a British subject or perhaps a person under British 
protection as regards an act done ia a protectorate.® 
A soldier again, though he commit an illegal act, may 
be excused by the fact that he acted on the orders of 
his officer, provided that the order was not manifestly 
illegal, for he is under obligation to obey Ms officer, and 
cannot weigh the legality of any order closely, but the 
officer will be Uable for the order given.* 

In certain other cases the excuse of Act of State is 
effective. If the British Crown seizes hostile territory 
and annexes or otherwise deals with it, no action lies 
against it or its officers for what is done in regard to the 
seizure in question; thus if money is taken possession 
of, the ruler of the State or his officers cannot recover 
payment by legal action in a British court.® Secondly, 

^ Burm V. Denman (1848), 2 Ex. 167. 

2 Johnstone v. Pedlar, [1921] 2 A.C. 262. 

» Bshugbayi Eleko v. Nigeria Oovt, [1931] A.C. 662; Keith, Journ. 
Comp, Leg, xiv. 118. 

^ As in Sheeiiy-Skeffington’s Case (1916), Cd. 8376. 

« Bajah of Tanjore's Case (1869), 13 Moo. P.G. 22; Ex-Bajah of Coorg v. 
East India Oo, (1860), 29 Beav. 300. 
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the British Government does not accept liability for chapter 
debts either in contract or in tort of a Government to 
which it succeeds through conquest or cession, to such 
an extent that it will allow legal action in its courts to 
claim rightsd These are matters to be dealt with by 
executive grace, not legal means. Thirdly, acts done 
against enemy invaders of British territory are not 
governed by principles of municipal law any more than 
are such acts as they do. To kill an invader or shoot 
a spy is not murder, nor does the invader commit 
murder, assuming, of course, that he is acting under 
the authority or his action is ratified by some foreign 
State. Great friction was long caused between the 
United Eiingdom and the United States through the 
failure of the latter Government promptly to give 
effect to this doctrine in the case of Macleod, arrested 
in the United States and charged with comphcity in 
the destruction of the Caroline,^ though that destruc- 
tion was accepted as an act of the British Crown by the 
Foreign Secretary. 

Judges are exempt from liability for anything done or 
said by them in their judicial capacity, even if they are 
alleged to have acted mahciously, provided, of course, 
that they have acted within the limits of their juris- 
diction which, of course, varies with the status of the 
judge or magistrate; the privilege, which is conceded 
for the purpose of ensuring the fearless execution of 
justice, carmot extend to acts done where no juris- 
diction exists.® The principle applies to judges over- 
seas* as much as to English judges, except, of course, 

^ West Band Central Gold Mining Co. Ltd. v. i2., [1905] 2 K.B. 391. 

® WheatoD, International Law (ed. Keith), i. 152. 

® Scott V. Stansfield (1868), L.R. 3 Ex. 220. 

^ Anderson v. Gorrie, [1895] 1 Q.B. 668. 
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Chapter where special statutory provision exists. Special pro- 
tection is also extended to military and naval officers 
who set in motion proceedings leading up to courts 
martial on subordinates, even if they act without 
adequate justification or maficiously. 

The Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland^ was held to be 
exempt from legal process of any kind in Ireland, and 
thus to have the same immunity as the King, but it is 
quite otherwise with the Governor of a Dominion or 
Colony, who possesses no immunity whatever from 
process, whether for private or public acts, even though 
he merely acts on the advice of his ministers. For 
wrong-doing in a Colony a Governor may be also 
punished criminally in England under Acts of 1699 
and 1802 still unrepealed, though the necessity for 
such action is obsolete, while in India no proceedings 
lie in any court against a Governor-General or Gover- 
nor for acts or omissions in office. A general power to 
punish in England persons guilty of oppression while 
in office in India will be obsolete under the new regime. 

There are definite hmits to the powers of the courts 
over the executive. The courts are not adapted to 
compel the performance by the executive of their duty 
to administer the law on behalf of the Crown, and they 
will issue a mandamus to compel action by a Govern- 
ment department in such cases only as are character- 
ised by the definite imposition by Parliament, or the 
Crown, on a department of a specific obligation to the 
pubhc as opposed to the Crown. Hence actions to re- 
cover money and applications for a mandamus against 

^ It may be presumed that the Governor-General of the Free State 
does not inherit this immunity, nor presumably the Governor of Northern 
Ireland, at least so far as he acts as a representative of that Government. 
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the Treasury^ or Secretaries of State have failed, OMpter 

» VTT 

while departments such as the Board of Education or 1 

the Commissioners of Inland Eevenue have been held 
subject to judicial control in certain respects. But the 
courts do not claim the right to compel the Crown to 
distribute moneys received imder treaty with foreign 
powers an account of injuries inflicted on British sub- 
jects,® nor wiU they rule that the Crown is not entitled 
to charge sums for aflording special protection to 
British shipowners against piratical attacks.® 

The courts may issue declaratory judgments stating 
the position of individuals under the law, and, for 
instance, negating the duty of making returns de- 
manded by a Grovemment department without full 
authority,^ but the procedure is of limited competence, 
and is not available to obtain a declaration that a 
subject is entitled to obtain sums of money from 
the Crown. In such instances procedure must be by 
petition of right.® 

The courts, however, have power to issue pro- 
hibition or certiorari to restrain tribunals from acting 
in excess of jurisdiction, or to require a tribunal to 
send up for examination and, if proper, quashing an 
order which it has made. These writs, it has been held, 
may be issued to bodies which are not, strictly speak- 
ing, courts, but which, having legal authority to de- 
termine questions affecting the rights of subjects, and 


^ B.. V. Lords Commrs. of Treasury (1872), L.B. 7 Q.B. 387,* JR, v. 
Secretary of State for War, [1891] 2 Q.B. 826. 

^ Civilian War Claimants Assocn, v, i?., [1932] A.C. 14. 

® China Navigation Co, v. Att.-Gen., [1932] 2 K.B. 197. 

^ Dyson v. Att^Gen,, [1911] 1 K.B. 410. 

® Bombay and Persia Steam Nav. Co, v. Maclay, [1920] 3 K,B,, at 
p. 408. 
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Chapter having the duty to act judicially, act in excess of their 
legal authority. It was held that the Electricity Com- 
missioners might he prohibited from proceeding with 
a proposed scheme to constitute a joint authority, 
although the scheme could have no efiect unless ap- 
proved by the Minister of Transport and by resolu- 
tions of both houses of Parhament.^ But it has been 
held that certiorari does not he to quash a provisional 
order made by a Secretary of State under the Local 
Government Act when that order is without efiect 
until confirmed by Act of Parhament.^ Certiorari, 
however, has been used to quash a determination of 
the Board of Education on a dispute between the local 
education authority and the managers of a non-pro- 
vided school,® and to discuss the vahdity of a closing 
order in respect of a dweUing-house, confirmed by the 
Local Government Board,* and of an order of con- 
firmation of a housing scheme imder the Housing 
Act, 1925.® But it does not he to quash the proceed- 
ings or order of a military tribunal acting under 
martial law and not claiming to have any legal status.® 

The same powers are exercised by the courts over- 
seas, subject to like hmitations. Thus a mandamus will 
not he to a Governor of a State of the Commonwealth 
even if he has a clear duty to perform if that duty be 
of a pohtical character.’ 

1 R. Y. Mleckicity Oommrs., [1024] 1 K.B. 171. 

® R. Y. Hastings Local Board (1865), 6 B. & S. 401. 

® Board of Education v. Rice, [1911] A.C. 179. 

* Local Oovemment Board y. Arlidge, [1916] A.G. 120. 

' Taffi, Ex parte, [1931] A.C. 494. The Housing Act, 1930, s. 11, pro- 
vides a simpler procedure for such oases. 

' Clifford and O' Sullivan, In re, [1921] 2 A.C. 570. 

’ R. Y. Governor of State of South A-iistralia, 4 C.L.B. 1497. 



CHAPTER VIII 


CHURCH AND STATE 

1. The Churches of the British Islands 

Encland, excluding Wales, is possessed of a national Chapter 
Cliurcli closely related to it by legal ties. The Eliza- — ’ 
bethan Act of Supremacy asserts the sovereignty of 
the Crown over all persons and causes ecclesastical 
and temporal, to the exclusion of any foreign power. 
Further, by the Acts of Uniformity, the Articles of 
Religion and the Book of Common Prayer are made 
the binding rules of the faith of the Church, which 
carmot be altered without the assent of Parliament. 
Subject to these articles and the rubric, the Convoca- 
tions may make canons binding on the clergy, but 
in this action the Crown exercises complete control. 

In the first place, the royal hcence is necessary for 
the meeting of Convocation in either province, and 
secondly the canon enacted must be confirmed by the 
Crown before it can take efiect, while, if the laity are 
to be affected, then Parhament must enact the canon 
as part of the law of the land. As the two Convocations 
are composed solely of ecclesiastical persons, bishops, 
deans, proctors, one for each chapter, archdeacons, 
and representatives of the diocesan clergy in the case 
of Canterbury, or the archdeaconry in the case of 
York, it is clear that neither body is well adapted to 
deal with matters afiecting the laity also, and there 

251 
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Chapter was Created, in 1919, a National Assembly of the 
Church of England, representative of all the sides 
of the Churchd It consists of two houses: the bishops, 
who are members of the upper houses of the Con- 
vocations, form one house, and clergy members of the 
lower houses of the Convocations and laity elected 
periodically by members of the Church form the other. 
Matters dealing with the doctrinal formulae, sacra- 
ments, or services of the Church must be discussed by 
each house separately, and finally voted on in the form 
approved by the bishops, and the Assembly may not 
define the doctrine of the Church on any matter of 
theology, and it cannot deal with any matter belong- 
ing to the bishops in right of their episcopal office. 
Any measure passed by the Assembly is submitted by 
its Legislative Committee ^ to an Ecclesiastical Com- 
mittee of Parhament, fifteen members selected by the 
Lord Chancellor, and Speaker respectively from each 
house; that committee drafts a report on the nature 
and legal effect of the proposals, and gives its opinion 
on its expediency, especially in relation to the con- 
stitutional rights of all His Majesty’s subjects; the 
report is sent to the Legislative Committee, and only 
if it so desires is the measure then presented with the 
report to Parhament; if then both houses resolve that 
it be presented to the Crown, it has effect on assent of 
an Act of Parliament, and may repeal or amend any 
Act referring to the Church other than the rule as to 
the procedure to be followed in Parhament on any 

^ The Church of England Assembly (Powers) Act, 1919 (9 & 10 Geo. V. 
c. 76)j see also B..O, No. 102, 1919; No. 60, 1922. 

2 Neither prohibition nor certiorari may be issued by a court to control 
its action as it is not bound to act judicially: JS. y. Legislative Committee 
of Church 4.s8embtg, [1928] 1 K.B. 411. 
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measure sent from the Assembly. The Churcii bas thus Oha 
acquired much freedom, but subject to some degree of _ 
supervision by Parliament, for in 1927-8 the Com- 
mons rejected proposed changes in the Prayer Book. 

The jurisdiction of the Church, once largely secular 
and including to 1867 probate and administration, is 
now ecclesiastical in type, dealing with questions 
regarding church ornaments, erection of funeral 
memorials, and offences by clerical persons, who, by 
virtue of membership of the church hierarchy through 
ordination, are subject to exclusion from Parliamentary 
office. The most important functions of these courts, 
which are diocesan and provincial, are rmder the Public 
Worship Act, 1874, and the Church and Clergy Dis- 
cipline Acts, 1840 and 1892, to deal with offences by 
clergymen against Church rules and morality; appeals 
lie to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
which is aided in deciding them by such archbishops 
or bishops as are Privy Councillors summoned as 
assessors.^ An ecclesiastical person may be punished 
by admonition, by suspension from the exercise of 
functions, and by deprivation of his preferment; if 
he defy the judgment he may be sentenced to im- 
prisonment. But against excess of jurisdiction he is 
protected by the civil courts, which may by prohibi- 
tion forbid the ecclesiastical courts to exceed their 
authority, or, if he is in prison, by habeas corpus in- 
vestigate the legality of the order for his detention. 

The present system of protecting the pubhc from in- 
efficient or undesirable clergy is admittedly inadequate, 
although the Benefices (Ecclesiastical Duties) Measure, 
1926, provides a method by which, after enquiry by 

^ Waheford v. Bishop of Lincoln, [1921] 1 AC. 821. 
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Chapter a Commission, action may be taken by a bisbop, 
subject to appeal to tbe arcbbisbop acting with a 
High Court judge.^ A like court hears appeals from 
refusals by bishops to institute to benefices under the 
Benefices Act, 1898.^ 

The Crown has further extensive patronage; the 
archbishops, the bishops, and deans are appointed by 
the Crown on the recommendation of the Prime 
Minister, as also are some canons, while the bishop 
appoints others as well as archdeacons and rural deans. 
Presentations to benefices are also owned in consider- 
able numbers by the Crown. Further, through the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, the State controls the 
administration of important Church estates in order 
to regulate the apphcation of the income of the 
Church and secure the foundation of new livings. 
Tithes as Church property were not a State grant, but 
a customary donation, which has become stereotyped, 
and tithes are often owned by non-ecclesiastical 
persons. The Tithe Act, 1925, has conferred on Queen 
Anne’s Bounty the duty of collecting and disbursing 
to those entitled the rent charges substituted for 
tithes. 

The Church of England is now, under Acts of 1914 
and 1919, disestablished in Wales, and a body with 
elaborate provision for its self-government has been 
substituted under Parliamentary authority.® In Ire- 
land the Church of Ireland was disestabhshed by the 
Act of 1869, and now exists as a voluntary body with 

1 HuntUy v. Norwich {Bishop)^ [1931] P. 210, 

* If the bishop refuses to obey an order to admit, the archbishop may 
be ordered to do so: Notley v. Birmingham {Bishop), [1931] 1 Ch. 529. 

® For its relation to the Church of England see Clergy Orphan 
Corporation v. Christopher, [1932] Ch. 267. 
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large powers of alteration of its constitution. The Chapter 
many other Churches of England and Wales and Ire- 
land are all without State connection, treated in law 
as voluntary associations whose regulations are bind- 
ing on the members inter se as matters of contract, and 
may be interpreted by the courts if any dispute arises 
as to property or other civil rights, e.g. tenure of 
office. Mere disputes as to doctrines, unconnected with 
civil rights, the courts do not attempt to decide. 

The Act of Union with Scotland asserts, as a funda- 
mental condition of union, the maintenance of Presby- 
terian Church government as the established religion, 
and incorporates the provisions of the settlement 
effected in 1690 and 1693, as to Church government. 

This system has a hierarchy beginning with the Kirk 
Session, consisting of the minister and elders; the 
presbytery, composed of the ministers and elders in 
equal number in its area, which the General Assembly 
determines, and exercising similar powers as regards 
ordination, induction, and supervision of ministers, 
to those exercised by the bishop in England; the 
Synod, consisting of all the members of the presby- 
teries in its limits; and the General Assembly, which 
is composed of a quarter of the ministers from each 
presbytery, and elders in equal numbers. 

The General Assembly is the final Court of Appeal 
from the courts of the Church; no appeal hes from it to 
any civil court, nor does prohibition run against it. 

As a legislature it meets annually on a date fixed by 
the Moderator, at the close of the preceding year’s 
meeting; it passes overtures which are sent down 
to the presbyteries and may, at its discretion, be- 
come law on their approval being accorded. No royal 
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Chapter sanction is required, but a reminder of tbe old contro- 
.■ versies between Cburcli and State now happily termin- 
ated is afEorded by the High Commissioner appointed 
by the King, who occupies a ceremonial position 
at each Assembly. Dislike of interference with its 
privileges is marked in the Church; the restoration of 
patronage by Parliament in 1711, in flagrant breach 
of the Act of Union, resulted, in 1843, through the 
intervention of the courts to protect the rights of 
patrons against the claims of the Assembly to dis- 
regard statute law,^ in the secession of a powerful 
minority to form the Free Church. Overtures for 
reunion resulted in 1921 * in legislation to give the 
Church unquestioned power to determine, within very 
wide limits, its own constitution in complete freedom 
from the State, in order to facihtate the reunion of the 
Church with the United Free Church, a body repre- 
senting the amalgamation of the Free Church majority 
and the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland. The 
union took efiect in 1929, but part of the United Free 
Church has retained a separate existence. The other 
Churches of Scotland are voluntary bodies, including 
the Episcopal Church; they are subject to State inter- 
vention through the action of the courts in matters of 
status and property; in the htigation arising from the 
amalgamation of the Free Church and the United 
Presbyterian Church, the House of Lords ® finally held 
that the amalgamation involved the loss of the Free 
Church endowments, as the new Church did not comply 
with the conditions afiecting these endowments, and 

^ Presbytery of AucMerarder v. Lord Kinnoull, 6 CL & F. 646. 

2 11 & 12 Geo, V. c. 29. Property questions were dealt with by 16 & 16 
Geo. V. c. 33; 23 24 Geo. V. o. 44; 22 & 23 Geo. V, c. xxi. 

® Free Church of Scotland v. Lord Overtoun, [1904] A.C. 615. 
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the intervention of Parliament was requisite to ap- Chapter 
portion, on a just basis, the property of the Pree 
Church between those who had accepted the amal- 
gamation and the minority who disputed it. 

2. The Church Overseas 

It was natural that in the light of the American 
Revolution it should have been thought possible and 
desirable to establish as a bond of loyalty in the 
remaining Colonies the official position of the Church 
of England, and that the Crown should have purported 
to confer by letters patent under the prerogative on 
bishops in the Colonies ecclesiastical jurisdiction. But 
the circumstances were adverse to this effort to create 
Established Churches; the Judicial Committee held, in 
certain cases in South Africa,’^ that the Crown has no 
right in Colonies with legislative institutions to confer 
coercive jurisdiction of any kind, so that it became clear 
that without legislation the Church of England could 
have in the Colonies no higher status than any voluntary 
Church. The doctrine of the Privy Council clearly ap- 
phed properly only to cases in which the Crown had no 
power to legislate by the prerogative, and accordingly 
coercive jurisdiction might have been legally conferred 
in any Colony acquired by conquest or cession, in 
which no representative legislature had been created 
to deprive the Crown of the prerogative of legislation, 
but advantage was not taken of this fact. In Canada, 
where extraordinary pains had been taken in the Con- 
stitution Act of 1791 to secure the Church of England 

^ Lord Bishop of Natal, In re (1865), 3 Moo. P.C. (N.S.) 115; Keith, 

The Constitutional Law of the British Dominions, pp. 433, 434. 

S 
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Chapter a position of favouT and revenue, the advent of re- 

•yTTT 

sponsible government was followed in 1854 by the 

definite abandonment of the idea of establishment. In 
Canada, at present, the nearest approach to an Estab- 
lished Church is the position of the Koman Catholic 
Church in Quebec, though all its authority and power, 
including the levying of tithes on all Roman Catholics 
and the establishment of parishes, which the civil 
Government accepts, are such as could be recognised 
under the general principles of law as belonging to a 
voluntary Church. Similarly the Churches in Australia 
and New Zealand are wholly on a voluntary basis as 
regards State connection; in part their constitutions 
rest on contract, in part on local Acts. In South Africa, 
despite legislation for the Union of the Dutch Re- 
formed Church in the four provinces by the Union 
Parliament, that Church is as little an Established 
Church as the Church of the Province of South Africa, 
the ofiB-cial title of the Church of England in South 
Africa. The relations of communion between these 
Churches and the Church of England are matters en- 
tirely of ecclesiastical concern, and are not within the 
purview or control of the State. As in England and 
Scotland, the courts concern themselves only with re- 
ligious issues if they are necessarily involved in deter- 
mining civil rights, such as the claim to ownership of 
trust property or the validity of tenure of ofhce.^ 

In these autonomous Churches, whose chief contact 
with the Church of England is through the periodic 
Lambeth Conferences, in which branches of the Church 

^ Suoli questions arose freely in Canada as a result of the amalganaation 
of the Methodists, Congregationalists and Presbyterians in 1925. Cf. 
Bt, Luke's, Baltsprings, Trustees ^. Cameron^ [1930] A.C. 673. 
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in foreign countries take part, tke consecration of Chapter 
biskops takes place without any intervention by the 
State. But the Church of England maintains closer 
relations with Colonies and other territories where no 
autonomous Churches exist, and bishops to act in these 
areas, without any coercive jurisdiction, are appointed 
from time to time. The only intervention of the Crown 
is the grant of Hcence under the sign-manual and signet 
to the archbishop to consecrate the proposed bishop for 
service in an oversea possession, or in foreign parts; the 
Colonial and the Foreign Secretaries countersign the 
warrants. The bishops thus appointed have episcopal 
status, but are merely members of voluntary associa- 
tions for legal purposes. 

In India, as often, there was an exception to this 
normal rule, for the Crown by statute of 1813 and 1833 
had power to create certain bishoprics and to define 
and confer ecclesiastical jurisdiction. There was, how- 
ever, no Established Church in India, though in the 
past considerable sums in the aggregate have been 
and still will be spent on the provision of religious 
establishments for the benefit of the civil and mihtary 
European residents. In 1930, under the Indian Church 
Act, 1927, and the Indian Church Measure, 1927, an 
autonomous Indian Church in full commuoion with the 
Church of England was created. Under the new regime 
the Government will continue to provide ecclesiastical 
services of the Church of England and the Church of 
Scotland to troops and the Civil Services. 

In the Crown Colonies such payments have become 
more and more limited in amoimt in the course of time, 
but, while the Colonial Ofhce has never of late years 
encouraged rehgious endowments, it has left matters 
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Chapter largely to local feeling, especially wlien the policy of 
1^' small grants to various denominations on an equitable 
basis has been adopted, and when for any reason with- 
out endowment there might be lack of facilities for 
religious worship. Absolute toleration, of course, is the 
policy of the Crown, which consistently asserted this 
doctrine from its assumption of direct rule in India. 

A dif&ctdty of some seriousness arises in cases of pro- 
tectorates where Muhammadan intolerance is opposed 
to Christian missions; in the Moslem States of Nigeria 
the Emirs have been permitted in efiect to discourage 
or prohibit Christian propaganda, while no restriction 
exists on Muhammadan propaganda in British terri- 
tory. But the apparent anomaly is explicable on the 
ground that insistence on toleration in the Emirates in 
this regard might involve riots and murders, which 
would necessitate the overthrow of the regime of ruling 
through the local authorities and impose excessive 
burdens on the State. 
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THE GOVEENMENTS OF THE EMPIEE 




CHAPTEE I 


THE UNITED KINGDOM 

1. The Crown 

The royal and Imperial crown is held under statutory Chapter 
enactments hy the House of Windsor, descendants of 
the Princess Sophia, daughter of Elizabeth, Queen of 
Bohemia, and granddaughter of James L, who married 
the Elector of Hanover. These statutes^ implicitly 
negatived the doctrine of divine right of hereditary 
succession and established the supremacy of the nation, 
for they excluded one line of kings and laid down con- 
ditions binding on all future sovereigns. To become a 
Koman CathoUc, or marry one, involves forfeitme of 
the Crown; the people are absolved from their allegi- 
ance, and the next in the line if Protestant succeeds. 
Moreover, the sovereign must be in communion with 
the Church of England. The coronation ceremony 
retains traces of the Anglo-Saxon doctrine of approval 
of the King by the people, and the anointing is an 
ancient religious rite. The regency, in the event of the 
minority or incapacity of the sovereign, is also regu- 
lated by Parliament, which has further conferred on 
the Crown the right of refusing sanction to the marriage 

1 1 wm. & Maxy, st. 2, c. 3; 12 & 13 WiU. III. o. 2. The Crown since 

Victoria’s accession is granted for life a Civil List, now £470,000. The 
married younger sons receive £26,000 a year, the unmarried £10,000, 

Princess Mary £6000, but the Prince of Wales is provided for by the 
Duchy of Comwall. 

263 
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Chapter of any descendant of George II., save in the case of the 
issue of princesses married into foreign houses, though 
such descendants may marry at twenty-five, after 
giving twelve months’ notice to the Privy Council, 
unless both houses of Parhament dissent. The eldest 
son is by birth Duke of Cornwall, and is created Prince 
of Wales and Earl of Chester by letters patent. The 
descent of the Crown is analogous to the rule of 
inheritance of land at common law, but of two or more 
daughters the eldest succeeds; thus after the Duke of 
York Princess Elizabeth is next in order of succession. 

The person of the ICing and the sovereign power are 
protected by the law of treason, a term which covers 
anything done or designed to lead to the death, or 
bodily harm or restraint of the King, adhering to his 
enemies or levying war against him, while conspiracies 
to levy war or deprive the Crown of any part of its 
dominions, or to incite foreigners to invade the realm, 
are treason-felony, as is also force contemplated or 
applied to make the King change his cormsels or in- 
timidate either house of Parliament. An alien within 
the realm owes allegiance,^ and can be guilty of treason 
no less than a subject, nor can a subject evade the 
penalties by seeking to assume foreign nationahty. 

The royal power is continuous despite the decease 
of the holder; neither Parhament nor of&cem of the 
Crown now vacate ofSice on the death of the sovereign. 

The extent of the royal authority has been continu- 
ously under modification and reduction from the vast 
powers of the Korman kings, who combined executive, 
legislative, and judicial functions, and were also under 
the feudal system the supreme holders of land. The 
1 D6 Jaq&T V. Att.-Qen, oj Nataly [1907] A.C. 326. 
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revolutionary settlement embodied in the Bill of Rights Chapter 
(1689), and the Act of Settlement (1701),^ denied the 
Crown the right (1) to tax in any form, (2) to maintain a 
standing army, and (3) to suspend or grant dispensations 
from the operation of laws, while by securing the judges 
tenure during good behaviour, subject, however, to 
removal on addresses from both houses of Parhament, 
the Crown was deprived of the weapon which the 
Stuarts found so useful, the packing of the bench with 
servile instruments. It was also now impossible to 
tamper with Parhament by creating new boroughs, for 
the House of Commons was determined to preserve 
itself from control in this way. Further, Parhament was 
decided on compelling the King to have recourse to it; 
it granted him revenues for hfe, the Civil List, adequate 
only for the bare maintenance of the civil government; 
it legahsed a standing army, but only annually, and 
provided for it by yearly grants. But the King might 
influence Parhament by bribery, in one form or another, 
of its members, and the Act of Settlement (1701) would 
have banished from the House of Commons every 
person holding of&ce under the Crown. Had the proposal 
ever become effective, a non-Parhamentary executive 
would have resulted, but the error was recognised, and 
legislation, in 1707 and later, aimed at allowing only a 
certain number of pohtical of&cers to be in the Com- 
mons, subject to the rule that acceptance by a member 
of the House even of these offices normally vacated the 
seat and made it necessary for him to seek re-election, 
thus securing the electors the opportunity of approving 
or rejecting the new minister. Through its control of 
these officers the Commons expected, rightly, to be able 
1 12 & 13 wm. III. 0. 2. 



266 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


Chapter to conttol the executive actions of the Crown, and thus 
far more eSectively to control administration than 
could be efiected by any attempt directly to interfere 
with it. 

The Crown, it is now clear, must in political matters 
normally act on the advice of mimsters responsible to, 
and commanding a majority in. Parliament. The King 
has not since 1784 and 1807 attempted to dismiss a 
ministry, for the alleged dismissal of Lord Melbourne 
in 1834 has been shown by the actual correspondence 
to have been merely the acceptance by the King of 
a suggestion of resignation. The legal power is un- 
questioned, but its use would be as revolutionary as 
the refusal of assent to legislation which has been in 
abeyance since 1707. If ministers possessed a majority 
in the Commons when dismissed, a dissolution would 
be necessary if the new ministry were to be able to 
carry on, and the general election would become a 
contest between the Crown and the people, with re- 
sults disastrous to the State and the monarchy alike. 
If ministers are in a minority in the Commons, the 
Crown can leave it to the House to force their resigna- 
tion of ofidce, and the reduction of the duration of 
Parliament to five years ^ assures the electorate control 
over their representatives. On one condition only 
could the power to dismiss properly be exercised, 
namely, that a ministry, with a majority in the Com- 
mons, but unpopular in the constituencies, insisted on 
legislation to extend the life of Parliament, thus over- 
riding the electorate, or proposed without a mandate 
vitally to alter the constitution. 

It might seem at first that the Crown should be free 

^ The Parliament Act, 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. V. c. 13), s. 7. 
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to refuse a dissolution to a defeated miuistry, as is still Chapter 
tlie rule in the Dominions, but there is no doubt that E. 
such action would be unwise and, in view of invariable 
usage since Victoria’s reign, unconstitutional,^ unless, 
of course, a ministry after an unsuccessful dissolution 
were to attempt to secure another. The electors are the 
true sovereign authority, and ministers who advise 
dissolutions are entitled to ask from them judgment on 
their deeds. The one case, in fact, in which personal 
selection can really take unfettered effect is when a 
ministry resigns, and the Prime Minister tenders no 
advice to the sovereign; as when in 1894 the Queen 
sent for Lord Rosebery without asking Mr Gladstone’s 
advice, or in 1923 the King selected Mr Baldwin, Mr 
Bonar Law having offered no opinion. Where such 
advice has been tendered, it does not seem that it has 
ever been neglected; so in 1922 Mr Bonar Law was 
sent for on Mr Lloyd George’s suggestion, in 1931 Mr 
MacDonald was reappointed on his own advice, in 1935 
Mr Baldwin on that of Mr MacDonald. 

The King must have a ministry acceptable to 
Parliament, and he must not act without its advice or 
except as it advises. Nor can he take a direct part in 
deciding the character of the advice to be tendered to 
hi m self; since 1714, with rare exceptions,* no sovereign 
has deliberated in the Cabinet. Anne interviewed 
foreign ministers, but her successors accepted the 

^ Cf . Qneen Victoria’s Letters^ iii. 289 ff. 

^ To consult members of the Opposition, as Queen Victoria was apt 
to do, especially with Disraeli, or to investigate the possibility of over- 
throwing a ministry (e.g. that of Lord Rosebery in 1894), is clearly un- 
constitutional. A Prime Minister, of course, will always agree to the 
King’s seeing Opposition leaders in crisis, as in 1909-10 over the contro- 
versy between the houses of Parliament. Cf. Anson, The Crown (ed. 

Keith), i, 141 ff. 
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Jhapter limitations of their position, and, in 1825, Canning 
made it absolutely clear to George IV. that be must be 
present as Foreign Secretary at any interview with a 
foreign minister. The intercourse of the Crown with 
foreign sovereigns is subject to the rule that for any- 
thing beyond social intercourse ministers are respon 
sible, and the Crown must express their views. Victoria 
and Edward VII. were keenly interested in foreign 
afiairs, and freely expressed their views to ministers, 
but they invariably accepted the decision of their 
advisers. In 1832 and 1911 alike, the sovereign agreed 
to create peers to overcome the resistance of the House 
of Lords to the will of the people expressed through 
the Commons, a supreme instance of acceptance of 
advice which it was painful to accept. The Crown, 
however, is entitled to receive fuU information on aU 
matters of State, and to ofier freely and unreservedly 
its views if it thinks desirable; Victoria intervened 
on several occasions, for example, as regards the dis- 
estabhshment of the Irish Church in 1869 and re- 
distribution of seats in 1884-5 with much efiect, and 
opposed successfully Palmerston’s projects of adven- 
ture in Europe. George V., in 1914, made energetic 
efiorts to secure a settlement by consent of the Irish 
question by conference between the parties interested, 
though the plan failed to achieve success. In 1921 
he promoted the Irish settlement, in 1931 secured 
the substitution of the National Government for the 
Labour Government. The experience and judgment of 
the sovereign are of clear value, especially when that 
sovereign has a personal knowledge of the Empire 
denied to the average minister. 

The dependence of the action of the Crown on 
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ministers is expressed formally by tte normal rule that Chapter 
no official action is performed except in such a manner 
as to make it clear that the Crown has acted on advice. 
Personal acts, such as opening Parliament and the 
handing of seals to Secretaries of State, or declariug 
the President of the Council, are done on ministerial 
advice, and the Kin g’s speech is prepared by the 
Cabinet, with, of course, the concurrence of the Edng. 

For all his actions, therefore, there is ministerial 
responsibihty; the Crown is legally answerable to no 
court of law, but, as the Crown can do no wrong, any 
wrong done is not the action of the Crown, and the 
doer is answerable for it to the courts, and in matters 
above judicial intervention, such as high political acts, 
Parhament may punish through the process of im- 
peachment as in Danby’s case,^ as well as by dismissal 
from office. 

The forms in which the royal pleasure are expressed 
are numerous. The most formal are letters patent 
under the Great Seal of the Kealm. They are used 
under modern practice for a variety of purposes, to 
authorise the opening of Parhament by Commissioners, 
and the assent to Bills; in these cases the docxunent 
itself is signed by the King as well as sealed. The 
offices of the Lord High Admiral and the Treasurer 
are placed in commission by such instruments, cor- 
porate bodies created, offices such as judgeships con- 
ferred, peerages created, pardons granted to accom- 
phces, hcences to alter canons given. Constitutions 
for the Colonies or constituting the office of Governor- 
General in the Dominions take the form of letters 
patent. Instruments to negotiate treaties, fuU powers, 

^ (1679) 11 St. Tr, 599. He pleaded Yainly tlie King’s orders. . 
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Chapter and instruments of ratification also pass tlie Great 
J[l_ Seal; so also writs for the election of members of Par- 
liament, addressed to the returning ofiicers for counties 
and boroughs, and summoning peers. Proclamations 
calling attention to affairs of State of various kinds, 
dissolving or summoning Parhament, declaring war 
or neutrahty or changes in currency, are also thus 
sealed. 

The authority for the issue of any form of instru- 
ment under the Great Seal is ultimately that of a 
minister. (1) In certain cases the Chancellor issues 
the writ without any further authority, as in summon- 
ing members of the peerage to attend Parliament on 
succeedmg to the peerage. (2) A warrant by the Speaker 
is authority for the issue by the Crown Office of writs 
for by-elections. (3) An Order in Council authorises 
the issue of proclamations, as for the summoning of a 
new Parhament, and an Order is also made directing 
the issue of the necessary writs. (4) Usually a warrant 
signed by the King (sign-manual warrant) is necessary 
as the prehminary to sealing; thus for instruments 
to treat and ratifications a warrant is signed by the 
King and countersigned by the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. In other cases another Secretary 
of State may sign, occasionally the Lord Chancellor. 
(5) In certain cases, such as the grant of a charter to a 
town and the creation of a colonial constitution, an 
Order in Council must precede the issue of the warrant. 
Elaborate as these precautions are, they are only a 
small remnant of the old procedure, under which the 
use of the Signet (abohshed in 1851) and of the Privy 
Seal (abolished in 1884) were involved, as well as a 
warrant by the Attorney-General (abohshed 1880). 
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The actual sealing is carried out in the ofl&ce of Chapter 
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, whose signature 
authenticates the sealing; hence issue the writs for 
election of members of Parhament. But instruments to 
treat and ratifications are an exception. 

Very many acts of State take the form of Orders in 
Council. These are attested by the signature of the 
Clerk and the Council seal. Orders may be embodied 
in proclamations, when they deal with matters of 
general public interest. 

Sign-manual warrants are used also for substantive 
acts, such as the grant of pardon, or certain appoiat- 
ments such as that of Paymaster-General, when two 
Lords of the Treasury countersign, or stipendiary 
magistrate when the Home Secretary countersigns. 

A variant form of appointment is by commission, as 
in the case of the Governor-General and the Governors 
in India. A colonial Governor is appointed by com- 
mission under the sign-manual and the Signet,^ the 
Colonial Secretary countersigning; an officer in the 
army is commissioned under the sign-manual and the 
second secretarial seal. A royal order under the sign- 
manual is used only for the authorisation of expendi- 
ture of money appropriated by Parliament, and is 
countersigned by two Lords of the Treasury. 

In aU cases, whether the Council or an individual 
minister is formally concerned, the responsibihty rests 
with the minister who advises the action taken. Thus 
an Order in Council is enacted on the authority of the 

^ His instructions are signed by the King and sealed with the Signet, 
but not countersigned. Like letters patent, their issue is approved norm- 
ally by Order in Council. For procedure in case of royal incapacity, as 
in 1928 during the King’s illness when a commission was appointed to 
sign for Mm, see Anson, The, Croton (ed. Keith), i. 70-72. 
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Chapter minister who sends the draft to the President of the 
Council with a request for its enactment. 

Orders not involving royal action are made by 
ministers in various names, orders, rules, regulations, 
decisions, etc. In the Dominions and other oversea 
territories the more formal determinations of Govern- 
ments are made by Orders in Council; in the Dominion 
of Canada the Governor-General, contrary to royal 
practice and general oversea usage, does not preside 
in Council but signs the orders at his ofdce or else- 
where. Other instruments which require his signature 
are countersigned by a minister on the British analogy. 
The Union of South Africa, by the Royal Executive 
Functions and Seals Act, 1934, makes, provision on the 
British analogy of special authority for aflSxiag the 
Great Seal of the Union, and for determining what 
seals shall be used, both a Great Seal and a Signet 
being provided for. As in the United Kingdom, the 
use of a wafer seal in lieu of the Great Seal is per- 
mitted in definite classes of documents. 

2. The, Privy Council and the Cabinet 

From the first the King was wont to act in conjunc- 
tion with councillors of one sort or another, and from 
these diverse forms of council can be traced such insti- 
tutions as the Judges, the House of Lords, Parliament 
itself, and the Privy Council, of which the Cabinet is 
an informal Committee, while in the Judicial Com- 
mittee there lingers a relic of the once formidable 
jurisdiction of the Kong in Council, with its memories 
of the Star Chamber. The Privy Council now consists 
of all Cabinet ministers and ex-Cabinet ministers, 
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high Church dignitaries, the Lords of Appeal in Ordin- Chapter 
ary, certain other judges, various other pohticians 
and pubhc servants, and a certaiu number of men of 
eminence in one department or other of public life, 
economics and finance, on whom membership has 
been conferred as a mark of distinction. As an ad- 
visory or deliberative body it had ceased to function 
by the time of Anne, though it revived for a moment 
at her death, when Argyll and Somerset asserted 
membership and it successfully secured the appoint- 
ment of Shrewsbury as Lord High Treasurer, and then 
took steps to secure the failure of any attempt to 
defeat George I.’s accession. But it still exists to per- 
form the executive act of the enactment of orders, 
which are, however, laid before it on the authority of 
ministers, and are not discussed by it. Four cotmcillors 
— ^three sufi&ce — are normally summoned for such 
meetings, and only for formal occasions, as on the 
accession of a sovereign, are large numbers invited to 
be present. It is usual to summon the minister con- 
cerned when any departmental matter of special 
importance is dealt with. 

The foundation of the Cabinet system was laid when 
George I., who depended for his throne on the Whigs, 
and whose linguistic defects prevented his deliberating 
with ministers, gave up attending meetings of the 
Council, thus leaving to ministers the initiation of 
policy and rendering necessary the appointment of a 
president, who ripened into a Prime Minister. The 
doctrine of Cabinet unity and collective responsibility 
was slow to develop; it was not clearly recognised as 
late as 1801, when the idea of the Cabinet as neces- 
sarily confined to a group of ministers working in 

T 
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Chapter harmony was asserted by Addington, who excluded 
2 l . Lord Loughborough from its membership on this score. 
In 1806 the Lord Chief Justice was included in the 
Cabinet, and it was argued that this appointment was 
unobjectionable as there was no collective responsi- 
bility. But in 1803 Pitt clearly saw that there must be 
“an avowed and real minister possessing the chief 
weight in the council, and the principal place in the 
confidence of the Mug”. The power of the Prime 
Minister has grown with the transfer of power from 
the House of Commons to the electors in consequence 
of the Reform Acts; the election now of a new House 
of Commons is essentially coupled with the obligation, 
more or less avowedly, imdertaken by candidates to 
support some great pohtical leader’s claims to the 
Premiership, and the man thus favoured is clearly in a 
position of dominant strength as regards the Cabinet. 

The responsibility of the Cabinet being collective, 
its advice to the Crown must be unanimous; the Prime 
Minister ^ reports on its decisions to the Eung in more 
or less detail, and it rests with him to disclose or with- 
hold any indication of divergent views. The Crown 
is entitled to demand the advice of the Cabinet, but 
George IV. was denied the right to learn individual 
opinions. It is, however, not rare to divulge to the 
Crown the existence of dissent. Secrecy as to Cabinet 
proceedings is theoretically inviolable unless per- 
mission is given by the Crown, through the Prime 
Minister preferably, for the divulgation of some par- 
ticular facts, but the rule is more formal than real, 

^ To oonsiilt a colleague beMnd the back of the Prime Minister and 
to urge hjbn to counteract his proposals is now unconstitutional, though 
Queen Victoria occasionally resorted to this form of tactics; of. Fitz- 
maiirioe. Lift of Lord Oramilley i. 350, 459 (in 1859 and 1864). 
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though an effort to penalise revelations during the chapter 
war was actually made. The keeping of formal records _1_ 
of Cabinet proceedings was begun only in the Coali- 
tion Ministry of Mr Lloyd George (1916-22), when a 
Cabinet Secretariat came into existence. At the same 
time the old rule, which rigidly excluded any save 
Privy Councillors from presence at Cabinet meetings, 
was relaxed and various outsiders, civil and military, 
were pernaitted to be present at what would normally 
have been deemed Cabinet discussions. The same 
emergency produced a temporary disappearance of the 
normal Cabinet, and the creation of a War Cabinet 
of five or six members, not holding portfohos, with 
the exception of Mr Bonar Law, to deal with the con- 
duct of hostilities, leaving other matters to individual 
ministers; the necessity of consultation and unity of 
action led to the appearance of a quasi-counterpart 
of the War Cabinet, or Home Affairs Cabinet to deal 
with domestic issues; with the disappearance of war 
conditions the War Cabinet was dropped. 

The unity of the Cabinet is bound up with the 
person of the Prime Minister, the keystone of the 
Cabinet arch, who attains that position by kissing the 
King’s hands and accepting the commission to form a 
ministry. It rests with him to determine his colleagues,^ 
though in practice his choice is definitely hmited by 
the claims of his party followers, and the necessity of 
securing such colleagues as will command the atten- 
tion of the House of Commons, whose power over 
finance necessarily gives it the right to determine the 
ministry. Even Gla^tone had to admit the demands 

^ Queen Victoria exercised the right to veto appointments, that 
of H. Labonchere. 
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Chapter of Dilke and Chamberlain, but Sir H. Campbell- 
Bannerman resisted efiectively the intrigue to trans- 
fer him to the House of Lords. The special position 
of the Commons renders it necessary that the Prime 
Minister shall either be a commoner, or if a peer shall 
possess a loyal colleague capable of leading the Com- 
mons and yet willing to work under another. The 
selection of Mr Baldwin in 1923, despite the strong 
claims of Lord Curzon, indicates that the emergence 
of the Labour Party as the official Opposition renders 
the presence of the Prime Minister in the Commons 
practically essential. The pressure of duties on Mr 
Lloyd George after the armistice induced him, even on 
the restoration of Cabinet rule, to leave to another the 
leadership of the Commons, but the result proves that 
detachment from the Commons inevitably under- 
mines the position of a minister.^ A further innovation 
by Mr Lloyd George lay in his exercising through a 
large secretariat a detailed supervision over the busi- 
ness of the departments, a revival of the pohcy of Peel, 
but with the fatal distinction that the supervision of 
the latter was, and could be, personal, while that of the 
former could not be made anything but sporadic and 
the work of subordinates. The advent of Mr Bonar 
Law to power, in October 1922, was followed by the 
decision to revert to more normal conditions. 

The Prime Minister is the proper medium of com- 
munication between the Crown and the Cabinet, but 
each minister in charge of a department is entitled to 
direct access to the Crown on all departmental business. 
When matters of common concern, often involving 

^ Mr MacDonald’s position in 1931-5 was weakened by reason of 
Mr Baldwin’s closer contact witb tbe Commons. 
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disputes between departments, are involved, com- Chapter 
mittees of the Cabinet, to which non-members of that 
body may be summoned freely, are deputed to secure 
a common policy or to prepare the issues for decision 
by the whole of the Cabinet. Decisions may be taken 
by majority votes, but the Prime Minister can always 
threaten resignation if his views are defeated, and the 
threat is a more serious one than that of dissident 
members, unless, as in Mr Gladstone’s last Cabinet, 
these are by far the most important members of the 
body. The majority may, of course, be wrong, as when 
Mr Bonar Law was overrriled on the American debt 
settlement; his failure then to resign was a regrettable 
error, as his son has admitted. A member who wiU 
not accept the decision must resign, or the Crown will 
authorise his removal, and a member who, like Mr 
Montagu in 1922, acts in a matter of high import- 
ance against the views of another minister without 
consulting the Cabinet, may be summarily removed 
from o£B.ce. Ministers should not in pubhc give vent 
to contradictory views, but the degree of discipline 
exacted varies from Premier to Premier. The effort, 
however, in 1931-2 to combine free trade ministers 
with advocates of protection in a National Govern- 
ment ended in the resignation of the former. 

Prior to 1832, the Crown exercised no small influ- 
ence on the Cabinet through its powers of control by 
more or less corrupt means over the unreformed House 
of Commons, whose constituencies had often fallen 
into the hands of a few voters, who were under effect- 
ive control by territorial magnates. From 1832 to 
1885 the Commons became the dominating factor in 
determining the Cabinet; the franchise secured the 
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Ciiapter political power to the middle classes, and the system 
of two-member constituencies, while party organisa- 
tion was defective and went little beyond registration 
of voters, allowed considerable freedom of choice to 
the electors and independence to the candidate. The 
extension of the franchise and the redistribution of 
seats into one -member constituencies in 1886 have 
strengthened the electorate or the party organisations, 
and diminished the independence of the Commons; the 
increase of electioneering costs, with the extension of 
the franchise in 1918, and the payment of members, 
have conspired to render members extremely sensitive 
to the threat of a dissolution, and have compelled 
them in the main to follow loyally the leaders whose 
party aims they have bound themselves to support. 
The Commons thus has, on the one hand, become more 
sensitive to the control of the electors; on the other, it 
has ceased to control Cabinets, and it dare not reject 
or substantially amend governmental measures. The 
adoption of rules of procedure, which more and more 
abstract the rights of the private member to secure 
discussions or legislation, and the absorption of the 
time of the Commons by the Government have con- 
tributed to the subordination of the Commons to the 
Cabinet. 

In addition to the committees which prepare busi- 
ness for the Cabinet, the Committee of Imperial 
Defence, which itself works largely through sub- 
committees, serves to collect and frame advice on aU 
defence questions which transcend mere departmental 
interests. It is not technically a committee of the 
Cabinet and has no executive powers, but its composi- 
tion, which includes the Prime Minister, the political 
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and teckfiical heads of the fighting services, and the Chapter 

Chancellor of the Exchequer, with the Secretaries of 1 

State for Dominion Affairs, the Colonies, India, and 
Foreign Affairs, as occasion may require — ^the Prime 
Minister being the only indispensable element — 
renders its position of great importance. Agreement 
reached in its deliberations can at once be carried out 
by the departments, and in case of a deadlock its dis- 
cussions can be laid before the Cabinet for disposal. 

While the Cabinet is an informal committee of 
the Privy Council, with distinctive title and formerly 
summoned by the Prime Minister’s secretary, and not 
by the Clerk of the Council,’- there exist certain com- 
mittees of the Privy Council with advisory powers. 

One of these, on the affairs of the Channel Islands, is 
of ancient lineage, and is not regulated by statute; 
the Judicial Committee, a Court of Appeal from over- 
sea possessions, and the Committees for the Scottish 
Universities and the Universities of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge exist under statute. There is a Committee for 
the Baronetage, which controls the oiG&cial Hst. 

Privy Councillors are named by the King on the 
Prime Minister’s advice; they take the oath of ofi&ce 
and the oath of allegiance and kiss the King’s hand at 
a cotmcil meetiag; the King may remove a councillor 
by striking out the name in the council roll, or the 
name may be deleted by Order in Council as was that 
of Sir E. Speyer in 1918 on the ground of his attitude 
during the war. Since 1870, an alien, if naturalised, 
may be made a Privy Councillor, as decided in Sir 
E. Speyer’s case.^ 

^ Since 1923 tlie ojBfices of Secretary to the Cabinet and Clerk of tbe 
Council have been combined. ® [1916] 2 K.B. 858. 
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3. The Departments of State 

Chapter Tie exact composition of a Cabinet is a matter 
changing from time to time, and dependent on the 
will of the Prime Minister, and the pressure of his 
colleagues upon him to provide them with places in 
that body, but the exigencies of the public service 
demand that all the most important ojOhcers of State 
should be included in it. It was only in emergency in 
1931 that a Cabinet of ten for the time suflS.ced; the 
normal number is twenty. Thus a Cabinet, in addition 
to the Prime Minister, who normally is First Lord of 
the Treasury, the holding of a departmental post 
bke the Foreign Secretaryship being rarely combined,^ 
would naturally iuclude the Lord Chancellor, the Lord 
President, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Secre- 
taries of State, the First Lord of the Admiralty, and 
probably the Ministers of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Health, and Labour, and the Presidents of the Boards 
of Education and Trade. Ministers without portfolio 
have become rare since the war, while the Lord 
Privy Seal and Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster are of&ces which may at any time be of Cabinet 
rank. But the Postmaster-General, the First Com- 
missioner of Works, and one or other of the Par- 
liamentary Secretaries may conceivably attain this 
position. 

The Lord High Chancellor is Speaker of the House 
of Lords, and presides over that body in its judicial 
capacity. He is responsible for the appointment of 

^ Mr MacDonald’s combination of the two offices in 1924 was a patent 
failure. 
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judges,^ justices of peace, and county court judges, and Chapter 
for tlie exercise of the ecclesiastical patronage of the _L 
Crown, as weU as the custody and use of the Great 
Seal through the Crown Ofl6.ce in Chancery. The 
confusion of judicial and political functions is note- 
worthy, and it is very undesirable that he should 
sit in cases where Cabinet pohcy is involved, but he 
is not concerned with criminal jurisdiction, and the 
practical objections to separating the two oflQces are 
strong. 

The Lord Privy Seal has now no functions to per- 
form as such, but the office has not rarely been held by 
a minister of distinction, or even by the Prime Minister, 
in order to secure full time to devote to Cabinet work 
proper. In 1935 Mr Eden held it to act for the Poreign 
Office in League issues. 

The Secretaries of State for Home and Poreign 
Afiairs received these distinctive functions in 1782; 
from 1801-54, colonial and war matters occupied the 
attention of a third Secretary, while in 1854 a separate 
Secretaryship for War was created and given the 
powers of the Board of Ordnance and a Secretary at 
War who then existed. In 1859 the Secretary of State 
for India came into being to replace the old Board of 
Control, which under a President, the one real member, 
supervised the government of India by the East India 
Company. The war saw the creation of a Secretary 
for Air in 1917; the office of Secretary of State for 
the Colonies was divided in 1925, and the Secretary 
for Scotland became a Secretary of State in 1926. He 

^ Lords of Appeal, Lords Justices, Master of tlie Kolls, Lordi CJbdef 
Justice, and President of the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division 
are chosen by the Prime Minister. 
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Chapter has the custody of the Great Seal of Scotland and is 
in control of the Departments of Health, Agriculture, 
Education, etc. The other Secretaries are appointed by 
delivery of Seals, the Signet, the lesser Seal,^ and the 
Cachet; the Signet is used in the full powers and in- 
struments of ratification issued in the Foreign Ofl&ce 
regarding treaties, and by the Colonial OjB&ce in com- 
missions and instructions to Governors. Save where 
expressly otherwise provided, any Secretary of State 
can exercise the functions of another. The Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant, who was in effect Minister 
for Irish Affairs, disappeared with the revolutionary 
changes in Ireland in 1922, the Home Secretary be- 
coming responsible for such fraction of his functions 
as remained. 

The Treasury is a Commission appointed by letters 
patent for executing the duties of the Treasurer of the 
Exchequer of Great Britain and formerly of the Lord 
High Treasurer of Ireland. It consists of the First 
Lord, who has much patronage but no departmental 
duties, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and a varying 
number of Jmdor Lords. The Chancellor’s importance 
is modem; he has now the responsibility of supervising 
the estimates of revenue and expenditure, of securing 
that they shall be made to balance, of deciding as to 
loans and financial policy generally; he has also the 
duty of selecting sherife with the aid of the judges. 
The Junior Lords are at present five in number, two 
unpaid, and maioly act as assistants to the Chief Whip 
of the Government, who is Parliamentary Secretary 

^ Used in the foreign, Home, War, Air, and Colonial Ofidce for com- 
missions. The Cachet is used only to seal envelopes of royal letters to 
foreign conrts. 
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to the First Lord, wMe there is also a Finaacial ciiapter 
Secretary who aids the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and performs much of the detailed work of supervision 
of finance, holding necessarily an ofi&ce of great 
moment. These two secretaries, however, hold office 
neither from or under the Crown, hut are called into 
the Treasury Board. Effective Treasury control is 
possible only through the activity of the permanent 
staff of the Treasury under a permanent Secretary, 
who is the head of the Civil Service, while the control 
of the Treasury is supported by the action of the 
Comptroller and Auditor-Gleneral. Under the Treasury 
as collectors of revenue are the Commissioners of 
Crown Lands ^ (formerly Woods and Forests), and the 
Boards of Customs and Inland Revenue, without 
political chiefs, the department of the Paymaster- 
General, who has himself no functions and could always 
sit in Parhament without re-election, and the Post 
Office, whose chief, the Postmaster-General, aided by a 
Parhamentary Assistant, is a political officer, subject, 
formerly, to very close Treasury control in regard to 
the management of his monopoly of conveyance of 
letters, telegrams, radiograms, and telephone messages. 

By a recent arrangement much wider authority is en- 
joyed by the department, subject to an agreed pay- 
ment to the Treasury. The office collects licence dues 
for the Customs and Excise Department and County 
Councils, pays widows’, orphans’, and old-age pen- 
sions, etc. Broadcasting is carried on under licence 
by a corporation, subject only to certain defined 
limits. 

The Admiralty is a Board charged with performing 

^ The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries is ex, officio a Commissioner. 
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Chapter the duties of the Lord High Admiral; the essential head 
is the First Lord, despite the presence on the Board 
of four Sea Lords, the Deputy Chief of Naval Staff, 
a Civil Lord, and the existence of a Parliamentary 
Secretary, who is appointed by the Board, although in 
importance he ranks higher than any save the First 
Lord, and the First Sea Lord. The First Lord is re- 
sponsible to the Crown and to Parliament for the 
business of the Admiralty, and his Sea Lords ^ are his 
subordinates, though their views, if they dissent, are 
presented to the Cabinet, and they are freely allowed 
to argue their case at meetings of the Committee 
of Imperial Defence; the Dardanelles Commission® 
asserted generally in regard to mili tary and naval 
matters the right and duty of technical advisers 
at conferences with ministers to express their own 
views, when in disagreement with the responsible 
minister. 

Other departments represent modern developments 
of the old system of entrusting matters to committees 
of the Privy Council. The most important is the Board 
of Trade, which is still technicaliy such a committee, 
while the powers are exercised by the President alone; 
its sphere embraces statistics, patents, copyrights,, 
companies, and all kinds of commercial interests, as 
regards which it is closely connected with the Foreign 
Office in relation to foreign trade. The Overseas 
Trade Department under a Secretary was set up to 

^ The First Sea Lord is also Chief of the Naval Staff and responsible 
for advice on all fundamental problems, so that the other Lords are 
much inferior to him in authority. The Second Lord is Chief of Naval 
Personnel, the Third is Controller, the Fourth is Chief of Supplies and 
Transport. 

2 Cf. Fdfl. Paf. Cd. 8490, 8502; Cmd. 371. 
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co-ordinate governmental activity as regards trade ctapter 

abroad; it supervises tbe consular service and the L 

trade commissioners in British possessions, and is also 
in charge of emigration under the Empire Settlement 
Act, 1922. Transport in all its forms became, as the 
outcome of the war, a separate ministry, and it has 
continued in being owing to important developments 
of governmental control of trajfic, passenger and goods. 
Merchant shipping has always been an essential part 
of the duties of the Board. The Board of Works, under 
a First Com mi ssioner, has care of all public buildings 
at home and abroad and royal palaces; the importance 
of the office has increased largely owing to the enorm- 
ous outlays on governmental buildings during the 
war. The Board of Education, under a President, has 
become one of the great spending departments of the 
State. The Ministry, formerly Board, of Agriculture and 
Fisheries has controlled these subjects since 1889 and 
1903 respectively; it also assumed large powers in the 
war, only to lose them temporarily on the realisation, 
in 1921,^ of the impossibility of proceeding with 
grandiose schemes of agricultural regeneration in view 
of financial stringency. In 1931-6 it assumed great 
activity in promoting agricultural protection, the 
limitation by quota or otherwise of foreign imports, 
especially wheat, and marketing schemes. The Ministry 
of Health, as a result of the war, replaced the Local 
Government Board, but its functions embrace those 
of the old Board together with the complex busi- 
ness of national health insurance in all its ramifica- 
tions of a quasi-State medical service.^ It has handed 

^ The Agriculture (Amendment) Act, 1921 (11 k 12 Geo. V. c. 17). 

2 The Ministry of Health Act, 1919 (9 & 10 Geo, V. c. 21). 
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Chapter Over to the Home Office control of elections and regis- 
tration. There are Ministers of Labour and Pensions. 

In aU legal matters the Government has the advice 
of the Law Officers, the Attorney- and the Solicitor- 
General, the former of whom is sometimes, but only 
very rarely, a member of the Cabinet; both posts are 
of high emolument and great importance. The actual 
drafting of governmental measures is left to the Parlia- 
mentary Counsel, who are under Treasury control, and 
who aid ministers in all matters of drafting amend- 
ments. While the Law Officers, though extremely im- 
portant in many aspects, are not essential for member- 
ship of a Cabinet, the sinecure office of Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster is often filled by a politician of 
Cabinet importance. The Lord President of the Council 
holds a place of high digruty, with a number of multi- 
farious but no very onerous duties, and is usually a 
minister of high importance, as was Mr (later Lord) 
Balfour in the coalition ministry of Mr Lloyd George, 
and Mr Baldwin in the National Government of 1931. 

The necessity of a minister finding a seat in the 
House of Commons, if not a peer, is now regarded as 
extremely urgent, and even a brief period of exclusion 
from the Commons normally results in resignation of 
office.^ There are, however, some offices where member- 
ship of the Commons is optional; the Scottish Law 
Officers are the Lord Advocate and the Sohcitor- 
General, and it is not at aU necessary for both to be in 
Parliament. The holding of a peerage is not a bar to 

^ the Under-Secretary for Health, Scotland, the Minister of Agri- 
culture, and other ministers had to resign in 1923 on this score. W. E. 
Gladstone in 1845-6 as Colonial Secretary was without seat. But Sir W. 
Jowitt in 1931, as Attorney-General, had to resign. 
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lugh ofi&ce/ and a positive advantage in some cases Chapter 
sncli as tlie Foreign Ofl&ce, but tlie presence of an. _1_ 
excessive number of peers in Mr Bonar Law’s adminis- 
tration of October 1922 was, somewhat hypercritically, 
made a ground of complaint. In such cases it is practi- 
cally essential that an effective voice be given to the 
Commons by having an Under-Secretary or Parlia- 
mentary or Financial Secretary in the Commons, or 
entrusting representation of the department to the 
Junior Lords of the Treasury. These subordinate 
ministers are of much greater importance in cases where 
they have chiefs in the Lords. The representation of 
ministries in the Lords is a matter of less concern; and 
an important department may consider it more im- 
portant to concentrate its Parliamentary strength in 
the Commons, and leave its business in the Lords to 
some minister without portfoho, or a holder of an office 
in the royal household, for certain of these offices 
(Treasurer, ComptroUer of the Household and Vice- 
Chamberlain) also change with the ministry. Under- 
secretaries formerly had the advantage that their 
offices were not regarded as held from the Crown, and, 
therefore, did not necessitate any re-election even 
before 1926. 

4. PAe Giml Service 

It is an essential feature of the constitution that for 
every exercise of the executive power of the Crown 
there must be responsibihty to Parliament, and every 
public department, therefore, must have a pohtical 

^ Only six Secretaries and Under-Secretaries of State can sit in the 
Commons: hence two must be peers even in a Labour regime: e,g. Lord 
Passfield and Lord Thomson. See 16 & 17 Geo. V. c. 18. 
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Chapter head or Tbe subordinate to a department 'wbich. has such 
a bead. Tbe actual business of each department must 
be performed by tbe permanent stafi, whose importance 
in the business of government has grown enormously 
of recent years. The present system of the Civil Service 
is due to reforms suggested in 1849 but carried through 
only in 1870. The principles then applied involved 
(1) the abolition of patronage; (2) the admission of 
candidates at prescribed ages and by competitive ex- 
amination; and (3) the drawing of distinction between 
intellectual and routine work. The undertaking by the 
State of social activities of every type has enormously 
increased the number of Government servants. In 
addition to huge staffs of industrial workers, manipula- 
tive workers, messengers, and so forth, there are the 
classes which make up the Civil Service in the narrower 
sense of that term. As at present organised there are 
the administrative class whose function it is to assist 
in the framing of policy, to supervise its execution, 
and to control the activities of the subordinate staff. 
Members of this class are recruited by competitive 
examinations held by the Civil Service Commission, 
first established in 1865. The standard of examination 
is that of Honours degrees at the Universities and the 
age limits are 22-24. The executive class is recruited by 
examination from young persons of a sound school 
education. Below them are the clerical class; the writing 
assistant class; the shorthand typist class, and the 
typist class. There are also professional, scientific, and 
technical officers who are recruited either, by com- 
petitive! examination or on the basis of their technical 
qualifications by competitive interviews. AH Civil 
servants are subject normally to probation. They are 
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appointed informally; after selection by the Civil Chapter 
Service Commission their appointments are notified by 
the office concerned. Promotion is not subject to the 
control of the Civil Service Commission, but on the 
whole is managed without undue political influence. 

Since the war of 1914-18 the Whitley Council system 
has been apphed to the Civil Service. There is a 
National Council for the administrative and legal de- 
partments, with departmental councils in the respect- 
ive departments. The National Council of fifty- 
four members is appointed, half by the Government 
and half to represent the staff. The Council may 
consider the principles of promotion and discipline, 
but may not deal with officers on scales of salaries 
rising to £700 a year. Since 1925 the industrial 
court deals with salaries, hours of work, and leave 
of classes of Civil servants up to £700 a year. It 
remains, however, with the Treasury to determine 
the effect to be given to recommendations of the 
Whitley Council or the Court, as Parhament must vote 
the additional amounts requisite and will do so only 
on the recommendation of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. It will be noted that the remuneration, of 
Civil servants is largely decided by themselves; it 
has been greatly increased in late years without 
any obvious corresponding increase in efficiency or 
devotion to duty. Moreover the Service enjoys the 
advantage of a generous pension system; retirement 
is normally compulsory at age 65 and is frequent at age 
60. Women are eligible for most Civil Service posts, ex- 
cluding those in the Foreign Office and Diplomatic and 
Consular Services and the Colonial and Indian Service. 

Civil servants hold office at the pleasure of the 

XJ 
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Chapter Crown, unless expressly given a different tenure by 
statute, and in theory may be dismissed witliout 
assigning any grounds But in practice they enjoy a 
security of tenure whicli is unparalleled in business life. 
This principle, invaluable within due limits, is unsatis- 
factory in the case of those departments which deal 
with matters of a business character. 

Civil servants owe a duty of loyalty to any Govern- 
ment which may be in ofi&ce, and on that ground they 
must not be political partisans; accordingly, resigna- 
tion from the Service is required if a Civil servant 
announces himself as a Parhamentary candidate. More- 
over, as the result of the General Strike of 1926, the 
Trade Disputes and Trade Unions Act of 1927 forbids a 
Civil servant to be a member of any organisation the 
primary object of which is to influence the remunera- 
tion and conditions of its menjbers, unless the Associa- 
tion confines its membership to Crown employees, has 
no political objects, and is not associated with any 
political party 

The permanent tenure of the Civil servant is an 
essential feature of the British pohtical system. It hes 
at the basis of the possibihty of the successful carrying- 
out of the complex business of modern government. Its 
merits have led it to be widely copied in the Dominions, 
and the satisfactory character of the Civil Services in 
Australia marks the completeness of the system as it 
is practised; Canada, which adopted it later, suffers in 
consequence from less efbcient service. 

^ MeMy V. i2., [1934] A.C. 176. No action lies to recover pension: 
Nixon V. AU.-Gen.f [1931] A.C. 184; or salary: Kynaston v. Att-Gen, 
(1933), 49 TX.E. 300. 

^ The Police Act, 1919, forbade strikes by the police and precluded 
them joining trade unions, giving tbem an organisation of their own. 
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On tte other hand bureaucracy has not gone without Glister 
attack. It is asserted that it tends to arrogate to itself — L 
excessive power; by its knowledge and competence it 
dominates ministers and dictates poMcy. Again, depart- 
mentalism is a danger; departments strive with unwise 
insistence to secure the carrying-out of a particular 
point of view to the detriment of the interests of the 
State as a whole. Red tape and routine tend to flourish, 
and it is hard to break away from tradition, even when 
new needs demand fresh treatment. Some Civil ser- 
vants, again, become high-handed; collectors of income 
tax forget that they are performing a delicate duty and 
seek excessive powers. There is some truth in these 
assertions, and the increased remuneration of Civil 
servants unquestionably helps the tendency to regard 
themselves as a distinctly superior class of society as 
compared with those whose work it is to amass wealth. 


5. The Functions of the Executive 

The Executive derives its powers from two sources: 
(1) the Royal Prerogative; (2) Statute. The powers 
which it exercises are far from being confined to the 
mere execution of laws. The Executive at the present 
day is charged with planning to secure the national 
safety against external enemies and internal disorder, 
involving the conduct of external relations and the 
maintenance of peace and security, which may be 
deemed the primary function of government. Further, 
as the business of the State is now held to include all 
matters involving the economic, social, and intellectual 
welfare of the people, the Executive is charged with 
the duty of securing the expansion and direction of 
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Chapter commerce and industry, of extending the means of 
transport and communications, by sea, land, and air, 
of promoting public health and of furthering public 
enlightenment, by education and broadcasting. To 
accomplish its tasks the Executive must plan and 
procure as well as carry out the necessary legisla- 
tion. Moreover it requires itself to enact measures of 
legislative character, and by comparatively recent 
innovation it has attained power, especially in con- 
nection with this delegated legislative power, to act 
as the interpreter of its own enactments; a com- 
bination of functions which has given rise to judicial 
criticism of the New Despotism.’- Exaggerated as this 
criticism no doubt sometimes is, it calls attention to a 
fundamental fact. The Executive, through the Cabinet 
and Civil Service, has come largely to control the 
whole sovereign authority of the State. The Cabinet 
dictates legislation, whether spontaneously or, as often 
no doubt, on the prompting of the heads of the Civil 
Service, that legislation assigns to the Executive a 
power of subordinate law-making, and permits the 
Executive to interpret the law. There is unquestion- 
ably in this the potentiahty of misuse of power by 
a ministry which is placed in office by the vote of 
the electorate under stress of some, perhaps tempor- 
ary, feeling. Some anxiety was felt in 1931 when the 
Government used the emergency powers conceded 
to them to impose upon the judiciary reductions in 
salary. It is significant that Sir Stafford Cripps has 
proposed that a system of sociahsation of industry 
should be brought into force in the United Kingdom 

^ Lord Hewaxfc, The New Despotism Q1929); C. K. Men, Bureaucracy 
Triumphal (1931). 
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through, the instrumentaKty of Orders in Council, Chapter 
issued under the authority of an Emergency Powers 
Act, such orders to be immune from judicial review. 

The royal prerogative is the special pre-eminence 
which the King under the common law possesses in 
right of his royal dignity, or, in more modern terms, is 
the residue of discretionary authority which at any 
time is legally left in the hands of the Crown. The pre- 
rogative can be traced to three sources: (1) the system 
of tribal leadership, whence are derived the executive, 
legislative, and judicial powers of the Crown; (2) the 
feudal chieftaincy which is the source of the King’s 
right to treasure trove and the custody of infants 
and idiots, and which is bound up historically with the 
doctrines of treason and allegiance; and (3) certain 
legal principles evolved by lawyers, e,.g. “The King 
never dies” or “The King can do no wrong”. The con- 
stitutional history of England is in large measure the 
record of the limitation of the prerogative;’- the King’s 
right of arbitrary imprisonment, arbitrary taxation, 
the issuing of commissions of martial law, the granting 
of monopolies, the suspension of and dispensing with 
Acts of Parliament, and the control of the judiciary, 
and the right of independent legislation, have all 
suffered vital hmitation, but there remain large fields 
in which the prerogative has still a wide apphcation. 

In the matter of foreign relations and of defence, 
legal restrictions of the prerogative have hardly been 
attempted. The King can declare war or neutrality, or 
make peace, without Parhamentary authority, and 
the practice of rendering important treaties subject 
to Parhamentary approval is of comparatively recent 

^ See Ridges, OonsUtutiondl Law of England (ed. Keith), pp. 184 fi. 
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Chapter date. The Laboux Government in 1929 accepted the 
_iL Optional Clause of the Statute of the Permanent Court 
of International Justice, which imposes an obligation 
of compulsory reference to arbitration of certain inter- 
national disputes, on the authority of the House of 
Commons only in the face of the opposition of the great 
majority of the House of Lords. It is the practice 
of aH ministries to conclude important international 
arrangements,^ leaving it to the House of Commons 
to exercise merely the function of according formal 
approval, as was the case of the Locarno Pact in 1925 
and the London Treaty on the Limitation of Naval 
Armaments in 1930. Similarly the Executive has al- 
most unhmited authority in the sphere of Dominion 
relations and colonial government. The vital trans- 
formation of the Empire into a commonwealth of equal 
units was carried out by the Imperial Conference of 
1926 on the authority of the British Government, 
which did not even submit its action for approval ex 
post facto to Parhament for approval, and consulted 
it only when the Statute of Westminster had to be 
enacted in 1931. Similarly the grant of responsible 
government m 1906-7 to the Transvaal and Orange 
River Colonies was carried out in the teeth of the 
bitter opposition of the House of Lords. The Executive 
also wields without control by Parhament the most im- 
portant power of making appointments to the high 
offices of State which fall outside the field of action of 
the Civil Service Commission. It exercises the royal 
prerogative as to honours, can confer charters of in- 
corporation, and exercises an important influence on 

^ Egypt in 1922 was given independence 'with.out preliminary approval 
by Parliamenti 
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ecclesiastical afiairs tlirougli the power of appoiatiag Chapter 
bishops. 

The legislative powers of the Executive are in the 
main derived from statutes; it is only in respect of 
conquered and ceded Colonies that a normal power 
of legislation still exists. The Crown may regulate by 
Order in Council the Civil Service, but its action is 
based on the Executive power, and it cannot impose 
any criminal sanction for its regulations. It can also 
regulate trade and commerce in war-time, but that 
takes the form of the waiving of the strict terms of 
the common law. The regulation by Order in Council of 
appeals to the King from oversea courts is now statu- 
tory under the Judicial Committee Act, 1844; formerly 
it was part of the judicial prerogative, and currency 
regulation is now statutory imder the Coinage Acts, 

1870 and 1920. The right to annex territory, as in the 
case of Kenya Colony in 1920 or Southern Ehodesia 
in 1923, is an exercise rather of executive prerogative. 

In the United Kingdom the King, by proclamation, 
can call attention to the provisions of existing legisla- 
tion, and it appears that violation of such legislation 
may deserve more severe pxmishment, if despite the 
proclamation it is violated, but no fresh crime can be 
created by proclamation. The more usual use of pro- 
clamations is to call attention to such matters as the 
declaration of war or peace or new currency regulations. 

Erom statute, however, the Crown derives very wide 
powers for the maintenance of public order in cases 
of emergency.^ The King may issue a proclamation of 


^ Emergency Powers Act, 1920 (10 & 11 Geo. V. o. 55). It was widely 
used in 1926, and was based on the wide powers under the Defence of 
the Realm Act, 1914. 
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Chapter emergency, if satisfied that tliere is risk of action by 
_fl. any persons calculated to deprive tbe com m unity of 
the essentials of life, by interfering witb tbe supply of 
food, water, fuel, or light, or witb tbe means of loco- 
motion. When sucb a proclamation is made. Orders in 
Council may be issued, making regulations to secure 
tbe essentials of life to tbe community and to confer 
powers on any person for this purpose, but no form of 
compulsory mili tary service or industrial conscription 
may be imposed, nor may tbe act of striking or peace- 
ful persuasion to strike be made an ofience. Full con- 
trol is assured to Parliament, to which a proclamation 
must forthwith be communicated; tbe Parliament 
must be summoned to meet specially, if not in session, 
and regulations must be confirmed by both Houses. 
A proclamation has effect for one month only, but may 
be extended. 

More normal in character is the power given to make 
regulations, rules, or orders under statute.^ Such a 
delegation is, under modem conditions of legislation, 
absolutely indispensable. Parliament has not the time 
to enact in detail codes of regulations on technical 
matters, such as communications, public health, edu- 
cation, agricultural questions, etc.; it has not the 
technical knowledge requisite. Moreover, experimental 
regulations, for example as regards housing and town- 
planning, are often essential, which can be readily 
modified; unforeseen contingencies must be provided 
for, as when a new Trade Board has to be set up. 
The process has dangers. The powers given are often 
too vague, so that the Executive may invade imduly 

^ J. Wpis, Parliamentary Powers of English Government Departments 
( 1933 ). 
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private rights without the control of the courts being Chapter 
available to restrict their operation. Further, there is 
a tendency to grant authority, exclusive of the right 
of access to the law courts for protection. There are 
strong objections to the provision, which provides 
that orders are to have the same force as if enacted 
in the Act itself. But this famous clause has been re- 
duced by judicial interpretation to permit only enact- 
naents within the purport of the Act.^ It still remains 
to be seen what effect will be given by the courts to 
the power of a minister to confirm an order, for 
example, as to housing, such confirmation to be con- 
clusive evidence ® that the order has been duly made 
and is within the powers of the Act. Much more satis- 
factory is the type of delegation which restricts the 
power to enactment of subordinate details, the fixing 
of dates of commencement, or the determination of 
spheres of apphcation; which gives no power to pro- 
vide financial obhgations; and which does not permit 
any alteration of the Act itself or other Acts. Certain 
safeguards have been provided by Parliament. In 
some oases regulations must be made in draft and may 
not operate until approved by resolutions of both 
Houses. In the case of resolutions affecting finance, 

^ Minister of Health v. E,; Yaffd, Ex parte, [1931] A.0. 494. The Hous- 
ing Act, 1930, s. 1 1 , permits application to the court within a limited time 
after a confirming order to test its conformity to the Act or to establish 
that the applicant’s interests have been substantially prejudiced by non- 
compliance with the requirements of the Act. So also the Land Drainage 
Act, 1930; Public Works Pacilities Act, 1930; Poor Law Act, 1930, s. 142. 

No other action by the court than quashing an order on such an applica- 
tion is allowed. 

« Einger, Ex paHe (1909), 27 T.L.E. 718. C^. the Agricultural Market- 
ing Act, 1931, s. 1(8), but no scheme can take effect without approval 
by both Houses, and the registered dealers may reject a scheme by a 
poll. 
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Chapter for example, imposing duties under the Import 
Duties Act, 1932, the resolution is that of the Com- 
mons only. Much less effective is the provision for 
laying regulations with power to either House to 
disallow or modify, for the private member in the 
Commons has virtually no effective means of securing 
action. Some security, however, is provided by the 
rule of antecedent publication under the Rules 
Publication Act, 1893, which, however, is of limited 
operation. Of greater value is the customary practice 
by which rules are drafted by Government depart- 
ments ia consultation with representatives of inter- 
ested parties, as in the case of merchant shipping, of 
public health, of agriculture, and other questions. 

It has of late been suggested that it is necessary to 
secure further control over subordinate legislation, 
and that for this purpose there should be attached to 
each of the great departments a Parliamentary Com- 
mittee to which should be submitted in draft all pro- 
posed regulations and which would be empowered to 
make suggestions to the department for the issue of 
regulations, and to study such regulations as were 
made in their operation. The objections which so far 
have prevented the adoption of any such scheme, rest 
on the dislike of ministers and of Civil servants alike 
of any interference with the plenitude of their author- 
ity. Alternatively, the excuse is made that any such 
Committe would tend to lessen the responsibility of the 
department, an excuse which assumes that the present 
system of nominal responsibility has much greater 
value than in all probability it has iu poiat of fact. 

The judicial powers of departments are essentially 
a development from their legislative functions. It 
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would be absurd to expect tbe courts to deal with the Chapter 

vast mass of technical issues which arise under the L 

legislation as to old age, invahd, and disabihty pen- 
sions, imder the regulations as to education, or the 
complex issues afiecting sanitation, public health, 
town planning, and construction of houses. No court 
could efiectively decide whether a new school was 
necessary in any locality; the Board of Education can 
do so, after considering the views of the local authority, 
parents, and ratepayers; so it alone can decide ques- 
tions of the dismissal of teachers, or the efficiency of 
non-pro vided schools. The Minister of Transport must 
determine issues regarding the grant of hcences for 
transport; claims for unemployment allowances go 
through insurance officials, via courts of referees, to 
an umpire, whose decision is final. The Minister for 
Health has important decisions to take regarding 
orders made by local authorities requiring private 
persons to carry out sanitary matters. Often the de- 
cision is given to a body which is not strictly a court, 
but is in effect independent of the ministry, as indeed 
is the umpire under the insurance procedure. Such 
tribunals are the Traffic Commissioners under the Road 
Traffic Acts or the referees under the Widows’, Orphans’, 
and Old-Age Contributory Pensions Act, 1925. 

The merits of such tribunals as these are undeniable.^ 

They are more easy of access than the ordinary courts; 
their procedure is less technical, and much less expen- 
sive; they decide more rapidly; their members are pos- 
sessed of speciahsed knowledge, and have not to rely 
on conflicting expert evidence adduced at great cost, 
the tribimal can secure uniformity more effectively 

^ See Committee on Ministers^ Powera JReportf 1932 (Cmd. 4060). 
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)liapter than any court, and can follow out a definite line of 
policy. It is pointed out that there is really in many 
cases no room for a strict judicial decision. That in- 
volves (1) statement of the case by each party; (2) the 
ascertainment of the facts if need be by argument; (3) 
the decision of any legal issue; and (4) a finding based 
on the facts and the application of law to the facts. 
Some issues dealt with by ministers, such as the 
determination of insurable employment, admit of 
legal decisions proper, but in many cases the final 
decision must depend on pohcy, and the discretion of 
the minister or the tribunal, for example, in regard to 
competitive claims for road licences by rival firms. 
Such issues can properly be left to ministers or pre- 
ferably ministerial tribunals, provided that they are 
subject to the control of the courts to prevent them 
extending their jurisdiction outside the permitted 
sphere, that an appeal hes to the courts on any dis- 
puted issue of law, and provided that they observe the 
rules of natural justice. These demand that no person 
shall act as judge in his own case; thus it is undesirable 
that a minister himself or a tribunal under his direct 
control should decide issues where his pohcy comes 
into question. Further, any party must be allowed to 
present fuUy his case, and to know what case he has 
to meet; this does not, however, demand that he shall 
be entitled to an oral hearing nor that the judicial 
laws of evidence shah be applied. The decision when 
communicated should normaUy be accompanied by a 
statement of the grounds on which it rests. But the 
Conxmittee of Ministers’ Powers, which laid down 
these principles, declined to rule that reports by 
inspectors of Government departments on questions 
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referred to them should necessarily be made public. Ckaptei 

After all, such reports form part only of the material L 

on which a decision is arrived at, and no finahty could 
be reached if every step of the process of reaching a 
decision were subject to meticulous examination. 

As against this extension of the functions of the 
executive into the spheres of legislation and judicial 
activity may be set the fact that in various ways 
efforts have been made to vest executive powers in 
the hands of bodies not subject to detailed control by 
the executive. Instances of this may be seen in the 
Electricity Commissioners, who are given very im- 
portant functions in connection with the execution of 
the great scheme for the supply in bulk throughout 
the United Kingdom of cheap electric power. The 
control of mining exploitation and the preparation 
of amalgamation schemes have been entrusted to an 
authority not immediately dependent on the ministry 
responsible. Of great importance is the British Broad- 
casting Corporation, which operates since 1927 under 
a royal charter and a hcence from the Postmaster- 
General. The control of the programmes of the Corpora- 
tion is not undertaken by the Government, hut it 
reserves power to forbid the broadcasting of any 
matter, and in emergency it could take full charge, and 
broadcast nothing save what it thought fit. The im- 
portance of such a power in the case of a general 
strike appeared clearly from the experience of the 
general strike in 1926, when the newspapers were 
prevented from publication by strike action. Mention 
may also be made of the system of Marketing Boards 
which deal with the disposal of agricultural produce, 
including nulk. These organisations are to a certain 
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Chapter extent democratically controlled, and only in certain 
respects are they subject to ministerial authority. 

Wide as is the power of the Executive, there is one 
direction in which it is subject to an effective check. 
It cannot dispose of public moneys vahdly without 
eventual Parhamentary authority.^ Any contract 
which it makes is subject to the imphed condition that 
Parhament will provide the funds; if it will not do so 
the other party has no grievance and no remedy by 
petition of right or otherwise.^ Similarly if money is 
paid away without proper authority, it can be re- 
covered from the payee.® The same rule results in the 
principle that a pledge by an Attorney-General of a 
province of Canada that his province will pay the cost 
of troops requisitioned on the occasion of a riot cannot 
be enforced if the legislature does not vote the sum,* 
and in the Commonwealth of Austraha the rule is 
interpreted very closely.® Nor may the Executive 
charge fees for its actions without legal authority.® 


6. The House of Commons 

The reform legislation of 1832 which gave an elector- 
ate of a million introduced a modified but real element 
of control by the people over the House of Commons 
which had almost disappeared under various forms of 

1 Churchyard v- The Queen (1865), L.E. 1 Q.B. 173; Eastern Trust Co. 
T. Mackenzie, Mann Co., [1915] A.C. at p, 759. 

® Commercial Cable Co. v. Newfoundland Govt, [1916] 2 A.C. 601. 

® Auckland Harbour Board v. E., [1924] A.C. 318. 

* Troops in Cape Breton Eeference, [1930] S.C.B. 554. 

® Gomimnwecdth v. Colonial Ammunition Co. (1923), 34 C.L.R. 198; 
for this principle ia its application to thie Anglo-Irish annuities dispute 
see Keith, Letters on Imperial Relations, pp. 132, 133. 

» AU.-Gen. r. WUts United Baines, Ltd. (1922), 91 L.J.K.B, 897. 
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governmental interference and corruption. But it was ciiapter 
not until 1867 that the middle class with an electorate . 
of 2,500,000 became fully masters of the composition 
of the Commons, a position modified in 1884 by the 
extension of the franchise on a generous scale to 
5,000,000 so that the workers attained effective voting 
power. The question of further extensions was inevit- 
ably raised, and became combined with the issue of 
female suffrage, whose supporters before the war suc- 
cessfully blocked any reform which did not include 
women. The opposition to enfranchisement, based as it 
was on sound if not conclusive grounds, was largely 
mitigated by the services rendered by women during 
the war, illogically enough since it was precisely war 
conditions which made it clear that the true burden of 
maintaining the State fell on men, and the supporters 
of the franchise for women made skilful use of the 
power they had in the Commons to oppose any proposal 
for allowing the registration of military and naval 
voters, who by their absence on these services had lost 
their votes under the existing legislation. As a result 
the Eepresentation of the People Act, 1918 ,^ effected a 
revolution in the size of the electorate by practically 
trebling it, raising the electorate to 21,392,322, of 
whom 8,479,156 were women over age thirty. In 1928 
equal franchise was accorded to give 28,850,000 voters. 

In 1931, 21,704,000 votes were recorded. 

The franchise is, therefore, conceded to every person 
over twenty-one years of age, in respect of three 
months’ residence in any constituency or in another 
constituency in the same or a contiguous Parliamentary 
borough or county. A vote is also given in respect of 

^ 8 Geo. V. c. 64. 
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Chapter Occupation of business premises of £10 value. Tbe wife 
_il or husband of a person who bas a business premises 
qualification receives a vote on that score. Further, a 
vote in University constituencies is given to any men 
who are over twenty-one and have taken a degree, 
other than an Honorary degree, and to women over 
twenty-one who have taken a degree or passed the 
necessary examinations in cases where the University 
did not confer degrees on women. While a voter may 
be registered in several constituencies, if qualified in 
each, at a general election he or she can only vote twice, 
in respect of a residential qualification, and either of a 
business or University qualification. Special provision 
was in 1918 made for naval and military voters, but 
these were mainly of transitory character. Registration 
is efiected in each Parliamentary borough by the Town 
Clerk, in each County by the Clerk. Provision is made 
for absent voters’ lists, chiefly for defence service voters. 
Disqualifications are limited to infancy, lunacy, con- 
viction for either treason or felony until the sentence is 
served or a pardon granted, peerage (save in the case of 
an Irish peer who is a member of the Commons), alien- 
age, and ^employment for electoral purposes, though 
the returning officer has a casting vote, or conviction of 
corrupt electoral practices. The receipt of poor relief as 
a disqualification was abohshed in 1918. 

Disquahfications for membership are infancy, the 
rule being observed strictly since 1832; peerage, other 
than an Irish peerage; alienage; the status of a clergy- 
naan of the Church of England, minister of the Church 
of Scotland, or Roman Catholic priest; lunacy or idiocy; 
ctMxviction of felony or treason or corrupt practices; 
interest in a Government contract; holding of a pension 
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other than a Civil Service or diplomatic pension; and Chapter 

employment in a variety of offices of profit under the L 

Crown. In some cases the disqualification is absolute, 
in some re-election after appointment was formerly 
necessary, and in others there is no disqualification at 
all.^ A bankrupt is disqualified from election; if elected 
already he may not sit or vote, and his seat is vacated 
in six months after adjudication, unless the adjudica- 
tion is meanwhile annulled or an honourable discharge 
granted. 

Election is normally based on single-member con- 
stituencies, though twelve boroughs and the City of 
London have two members; the University constitu- 
encies of Oxford and Cambridge and the combined 
English Universities have two members apiece, the 
Scottish Universities three; in the University contests 
proportional representation with the single transfer- 
able vote prevails. Elsewhere its use has so far been 
negatived, though the existing system undoubtedly 
places undue power in the hands of the party organisa- 
tions, preventing any individuahty on the part of 
candidates, and where there are three parties or more 
resulting in the representation of the constituency often 
by a candidate who is merely a spokesman for a decided 
minority, having secured his seat by the sphtting of the 
votes of electors, who are agreed in preferring either 
of the other two candidates to him.^ In England there 
are 254 county (24 Wales) and 266 borough (11 Wales) 


^ Cf. the Re-election of Ministers Act, 1919 (9 Geo. V. c. 2.), •wMoli 
dispensed with re-election if the appointment to office was made within 
nine months after the summons of a new Parliament, and on appoint- 
ment as Minister without Portfolio. In 1926 all requirement of re-election 
was dropped: 16 & 17 Geo. V. c. 19. 

2 The Government of 1922 was thus elected on a noLUiority vote. 

T 
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Chapter members; in Scotland tbirty-eigbt and thirty-tbree; 
eight University members in England and Wales and 
three in Scotland. The exclusion of the Irish Free 
State from the House of Commons has reduced Irish 
representation to four borough, eight county, and one 
University member. Voting is by ballot, and each 
candidate must be nominated by two and supported 
by eight electors. Unjustifiable candidatures are limited 
by the rule that a candidate must deposit £150 which is 
returned if he receives one-eighth of the votes cast. 
Election expenses are limited by statute according to 
type of constituency and number of voters. 

The chief officer of the House, who presides over its 
proceedings, save in Committee, when a Chairman of 
Committees takes his place, and who communicates 
its resolutions and carries out the duties of asserting 
its privileges, is the Speaker, elected, though not on 
a party vote, for each Parliament. The Clerk of the 
House and the Serjeant-at-Arms are his agencies, the 
one to record the proceedings of the House and advise 
as to precedents of procedure, the other to bring to the 
bar of the House persons directed to attend for exam- 
ination, and to execute warrants for bringing recalci- 
trants to the bar, for detaining them, or committing 
them to such place of custody as the Commons may 
order. 

The Commons claim the formal privileges of collec- 
tive access to the person of the sovereign, and the most 
favourable construction of their proceedings; further, 
freedom from arrest, save for indictable offences and 
contempt of court, for the session and a period of 
forty days before and after; and freedom of speech. 
The latter privilege means freedom from external con- 
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trol and liability to legal proceedings at the instance Ctapter 

of third parties; the House itself by censure, suspension, L 

comnaitment, or expulsion vindicates such limits as it 
t hink s fit to impose on the licence of its members. By 
statute of 1840,^ passed as the outcome of a bitter 
struggle arising from legal proceedings taken against 
Hansard, the publisher of Parlianhentary Papers, for an 
alleged libel therein,® any papers pubhshed by order of 
either house of Parliament are absolutely privileged, 
and by judicial decision any fair report in the press of 
Parliamentary proceedings is privileged, even if the 
speeches reported are defamatory, but this has no 
application to a reprint by a private member of a 
defamatory speech. To protect members the Speaker or 
Chairman may at any time order the withdrawal of 
strangers, including the press, and any member may 
take notice of the presence of strangers, whereupon an 
immediate vote is taken. Secret sessions are, however, 
practically unknown; the attempt during the war to 
use them was not a marked success. 

Privileges not formally claimed from the Crown, hut 
essential, are the right to regulate the filhng of vacancies 
by ordering the issue of warrants by the Speaker to the 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery for the issue of ■writs 
whenever a seat is vacated; out of session this is done 
under statute by the Speaker in case of vacation of 
seats by death, peerage, bankruptcy, or acceptance 
of oflS.ce, other than the formal oflSces such as steward- 
ship of the Chiltern Hxmdreds, which are bestowed 
on members to meet the diflSculty that no member 
can resign his duties. Until 1868 the Commons further 


1 3 & 4 Viot. c. 9. 

^ Stockdale v. Hansard (1839), 9 Ad. & E. 1. 
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Chapter exercised tlie right to decide all election petitions; in 
_il_ that year they gave the power to the courts, the tri- 
bunal being constituted of two judges, a singularly 
unfortunate decision when divergences of view arise 
between the judges, nor have all judges — ^who are often 
ex-members of political parties — ^shown in this matter 
fall judicial qualities. The House also takes notice of 
any legal disqualification, such as conviction for felony, 
and it may expel any member for such reasons as it 
thinks fit, as in case of conviction for misdemeanour, 
thus vacating the seat, but not creating any incapacity 
for re-election.’^ Further, the House regulates its own 
affairs, exempt from judicial intervention save in the 
case of crime; in Mr Bradlaugh’s case it refused to allow 
the taking of the oath and his seat by that member, and 
it was held that he had no legal redress.^ 

The House has also power to punish disrespect to its 
members or itself, interference with its procedure or its 
officers, or with witnesses who have given, or are to 
give, evidence before it. It can admonish, reprimand, 
or commit offenders to prison for the duration of the 
session, and may fine, though the power is disused. 
It is clear that it is for the House to decide what 
matters are breaches of its privileges, and that it is a 
sufficient return to a writ of habeas corpus that a per- 
son is imprisoned on the Speaker’s warrant, though 
conceivably, if the ground of commitment were stated 
in the warrant not merely generally as for contempt, 
the courts might feel entitled to examine whether the 
act could in any way be regarded as a contempt.® The 

^ This was admitted finally m Wilkes’s case, the House expunging 
its declarations of ineligibility, 

® Bradlaugh v. Gossett (1884), -12 Q.B.D. 271. 

» BurdeU v. Abbot (1811-12), 14 East 1, 150. 
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House may commit persons for exercising legal rights, Chapter 

but they cannot deprive them in any way of such L 

rights, and disputes of this sort are now obsolete. 


7. The House of Lords 

Menaced and condemned by general political 
opinion as an efEective second chamber, the House of 
Lords has remained unchanged in composition through 
the difficulty of any agreement on the alterations to 
be effected. The root of the hereditary character of the 
Lords is to be found in the rule of dubious date that, 
when a summons to sit in Parliament had been ad- 
dressed to any person individually by the Crown and 
the summons had been obeyed, a right to be sum- 
moned was conferred upon his heirs.^ In the case of 
earls charters or letters patent were issued, and the 
same practice was adopted when dukes, marquises, 
and viscounts were created, the same rule ultimately 
being applied also to barons. The patents normally 
defined the descent, confining it to heirs male, in heu 
of heirs lineal, as in the case of baronies by summons, 
but there was long doubt whether, if a barony by 
summons had been created, it was not bound up with 
the tenure of the estate of the first baron by summons, 
so that the title passed with the estate, a doctrine 
finally negatived in the Berkeley peerage case in 1861, 
while in the Wensleydale peerage case in 1866 the very 
questionable doctrine was asserted that the Crown 
could not create a life peerage giving right to sit and 
vote in the House of Lords. It has also been decided 

^ Clifton Case (1673), Collins’ Baronies by Writ 271; Freschville Case 
(1677), Lds. Rep. iii. 29. 
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Chapter that a peerage cannot be surrendered or extinguished 
by any voluntary action either of the holder or of the 
Crown. 

The power of the Crown to create peerages is limited 
by statute in that a Scottish peerage cannot now be 
created, and an Irish peerage only subject to con- 
ditions as to number laid down in the Act of Union, 
viz. that one such peerage may be created for every 
three which become extinct, until the number falls to 
100. The Crown, however, cannot issue writs of sum- 
mons to peers who are ahens or bankrupt, and the 
House of Lords forbids infants or felons or persons 
expelled by its own sentence to sit. 

The House of Lords consists of the peers ^ of the 
United Kingdom; sixteen Scottish peers elected for 
each Parhament by their fellows; twenty-eight Irish 
peers elected for hfe by their fellows, but there is 
now no machinery for their election; the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York, the Bishops of London, 
Durham, and Winchester, and twenty-one other 
bishops by seniority; and seven Lords of Appeal ap- 
pointed for Hfe, whose chief function is to sit in the 
House of Lords as a judicial body. 

The Lord Chancellor is Speaker of the House of 
Lords, but with very much less authority than the 
Speaker of the Commons. The Lords possess also, 
without formal claim, the privileges of freedom from 

^ That a peeress in her own right cannot sit in the Lords, despite 
the general removal of restrictions based on grounds of sex by the Sex 
BisqnaMoation (Removal) Act, 1919, was determined by the Committee 
of Mvileges in Viscountess Ehonddds case^ [1922] 2 A.C, 337. The Lords 
now considerably outnumber the Commons; in 1935 thejre were 684 
hereditary peers, 17 minors, and 68 representative peers, viz. 2 arch- 
bishops, 24 bishops, 16 Scottish and 18 Irish representatives, and 8 Law 
Lords. 
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arrest, freedom of speech, personal access to the Chapter 
Crown, of deciding the validity of new peerages, of 
insisting on the summoning of persons entitled to be 
summoned, of settling disputes regarding Irish peer- 
ages and claims to vote at elections of Scottish peers, 
and of committing to prison for contempt for any 
specified period and not merely until prorogation. 

They can deal with claims to old peerages only on the 
reference of the Crown. It is still open to any peer to 
record a protest from decisions of which he disapproves 
hut not to vote by proxy. 

As a judicial body, peers without legal quahfications 
by custom are excluded from taking part; the House 
acts as an appellate tribunal, as the court for trial 
of peers accused of treason or felony; as arbiter on 
peerage claims it acts by a Committee of Privileges, 
including lay members, and is not strictly bound by 
its own decisions as it is when hearing appeals, and 
it is theoretically the court in impeachments by the 
Commons. 


8. The, Grown in Parliament 

Parliament is summoned by royal proclamation 
issued on the advice of the Privy Council under the 
Great Seal, which dissolves the existing Parhament 
and declares the royal pleasure to summon a new one, 
reciting an Order in Council requiring the Chancellor 
of Great Britain, and now also the Governor of 
Northern Ireland, to issue writs to the returning 
officers and others for calling a new Parhament. The 
writs are addressed to the temporal peers of the 
United K i n gdom, to the spiritual peers, to the Trisih 
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Chapter representative peers, to returning officers for the return 
of members of the House of Commons, and in the 
shape of writs of attendance to the Judges, and the 
Attorney- and Solicitor-General, who may be called 
upon to advise, but are not members of Parliament. 
The Houses meet on the day fixed by proclamation, 
and the House of Commons selects its Speaker, who is 
confirmed by the Lord Chancellor in the name of the 
Crown, demands the privileges of the Commons, and 
receives assurances of their grant. The Speech from 
the Throne, and debates on it, usher in the regular 
work of the session. 

Adjournments of Parhament are entirely within the 
power of the Houses, but the Crown has the right to 
compel meetings before the expiration of adjourn- 
ments, when both Houses stand adjourned, by sum- 
moning them to meet not less than six days from the 
date of the proclamation. Prorogation, usually effected 
through Commissioners, which ends the session of 
both Houses simultaneously, and brings aU business to 
an end, save in such cases as special agreement has 
been arrived at to carry over a Bill from one session 
to another, is entirely a matter of the prerogative, 
as normally is dissolution, which, however, might be 
effected automatically by expiry of the five years, 
which is the maximum duration of the House of 
Commons since 1911; under the Septennial Act, 1716, 
it was seven years. The demise of the Crown no longer 
affects the duration of Parhament. 

The annual meeting of Parhament is secured, not by 
statute, but by the necessity of securing the appropria- 
tion of money for the most important needs of govern- 
ment, and the maintenance of a standing army and 
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air force, wMcli is legalised each year by the Army arid Ch^ter 

Air Force (Ajmual) Act, and above all by the neces- L 

sity that ministers have of satisfpng the demands of 
the electorate for control through Parliament over 
administration, and legislative enactments to meet 
the constantly growing social needs of the people. 

The prerogative of dissolution is now one to be 
exercised on ministerial advice only, and never at the 
royal discretion. The Cabinet, not the Prime Minister 
alone, has the right to advise. There are no binding 
rules as to ministerial advice; the passing of reform 
measures, however, as in 1832, 1867, 1884, and 1918, 
has been the cause of appeals to the new electorate. 

But a ministry may, if it deem it right, proceed with 
any programme it thinks fit, despite the fact that it kas 
not received any mandate on the special Bills pro- 
posed from the electorate, unless, of course, like the 
Governments of 1905-10 or 192?, or 1924-9, it is pre- 
cluded from deahng with some measure, such as Home 
Eule or Protection or Food Taxation, by a pledge to 
the electors before the elections took place; such a re- 
striction, however, is merely binding in honour, not in 
law. On any issue of great importance which arises 
after an election, an appeal to the people is justifiable, 
and sometimes almost essential; thus the two elections 
of 1910 were both called for by the exceptional im- 
portance of the struggle between the Houses over the 
financial powers of the Lords and the taxation of land 
policy of the administration. The dissolution of 1918 
was justified on the score not merely of the new elector- 
ate, but also of the necessity of the administration 
receiving a fresh mandate for making peace, and 
undertakmg internal reconstruction, seeiug that Par- 
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Chapter liament, wMcJi by efllux of time sbould bave expired 
in January 1916, bad been prolonged in existence as, 
owing to war conditions, an election during hostilities 
would bave in effect disfrancbised many hundreds of 
thousands of voters. That of 1922 was rendered in- 
evitable by the decision of the Unionists to terminate 
the coalition and the resignation of the ministry; that 
of 1923 by the adoption of the policy of protection; 
that of 1924 by the defeat of a minority Government 
and the need of a decision as to future policy. In 1931 
the National Ministry required a mandate for drastic 
economic- reforms to meet the emergency which the 
Labour Government had failed to face. Even so, 
dithculties arose as to the interpretation of the man- 
date, and the Free Trade supporters in the Cabinet 
felt bound first to resign office, and later to go into 
definite opposition in view of the Ottawa agreements. 

The sovereign is never present in Parliament save 
for the opening speech, and — ^very rarely — at a pro- 
rogation or dissolution, aU of which acts can be, and 
often are, performed by Commission. By Commission 
also is the royal assent expressed to Bills passed by the 
two Houses, or over the head of the Lords under the 
Parhament Act, 1911. A pubhc Act receives assent 
in the terms, “Le roy h veult”; a private Bill in the 
terms, “soit fait comme il est desir6”, and the appro- 
priation Bill with “Le roy rermrcie ses hons sujets, 
accepte hur benevolence, et ainsi le veuU”, interesting 
relics of ancient relations between a subservient legis- 
lature and a powerful monarch. The words of the veto 
have never been used since, in 1707, Queen Anne re- 
sponded to a Scottish Militia Bill with “La reyne 
s’avis&ra”. The Crown in fact has no discretion in 
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legislation and no power to stop any legislation de- Chapter 

sired by ministers, for it cannot constitutionally dis- L 

miss ministers — ^unless they are patently defying the 
will of the people — or dissolve a House of Commons 
save on ministerial advice. Nor would ministers ven- 
ture to advise the Crown to refuse to accept a public 
Bill passed by both Houses; if they desire to defeat 
any measure it must be done in one House or other, 
not by the prerogative. 

The assent of the Crown is obtained in advance to 
any Bill deahng with the position or property of the 
Crown, or vitally affecting the royal prerogative [e.g. 
of creation^ of peers), as in 1934-35, and to all pro- 
posals to vote money or raise taxation the initiative of 
the Crown is essential. Crown communications to the 
Houses deal, apart from speeches at the opening or 
close of the session, merely with such formal matters; 
they may be under the sign-manual or reported 
verbatim by a minister; mention of the private wishes 
of the Crown in debate is forbidden save with the 
express sanction of the Houses. 


9. The Functions and Procedure of Parliament 

From being a means by which the Crown obtained 
legislation or taxation which it desired. Parliament, 
especially the House of Commons, has developed into 
the means by which the electorate secures the conduct 
of the administration according to the will of the 
majority, as well as the passing of such legislation as 

^ The process of procedure by Bill in the Lords by a private member 
in such cases is open to much objection: Keith, Letters on Imperial Bela- 
turns, 1916-1935, pp. 255-7. 
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Chapter appeals to that majority. The weapon of impeachment 
of ministers or others by the Commons before the 
Lords is indeed obsolete, and never was satisfactory, 
but ministers are now in such effective touch with the 
Commons that its disappearance is immaterial. The 
constant use of questions and supplementary ques- 
tions, motions of all sorts, and proposed votes of 
censure or non-confidence are sufficient to secure that 
in administration due regard is had to the will of the 
majority in Parliament, and that little opportunity 
for complaint is given to the minority. A detailed 
management of affairs by the Commons is neither 
aimed at nor desirable, and ministries have never 
welcomed committees of enquiry into executive 
matters as opposed to general investigations such as, 
sufficiently prolonged, may serve to tide over a period 
of difficulty. Such committees have since 1871 full 
power to examine witnesses on oath, and the pro- 
cedure of commitment may be used to enforce this 
power. The appointment of Parliamentary Com- 
mittees, however, is often evaded by the appoint- 
mentmf Eoyal Commissions under the prerogative, as 
the Honours Commission of 1922, a procedure having 
the advantage of permitting the association of persons 
not members of Parhament with members. Power to 
compel evidence on oath may be given by statute. Or 
a Tribunal of Inquiry may be set up on resolutions 
by both Houses, with full powers to obtain evidence 
given by legislation of 1921, rendering unnecessary such 
special legislation as that of 1916 for the Dardanelles 
Commission. 

It is seldom, indeed, that the passing of votes of 
want of confidence is necessary to terminate a minis- 
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try, tliough. instances occurred in 1841, 1859, 1892, Chapter 
and 1924. The legal value of such a vote is nil, but _1_ 
no ministry could defy it without shortly finding 
itself unable to carry on the administration by reason 
of its discredit in the country and abroad. If it does 
not accept the motion and resign, it must secure a dis- 
solution as a last resort. This obviously would he a 
wholly unjustifiable proceeding in a newly elected 
Parhament; the Elng could not properly grant a dis- 
solution; and hence it is the rule that a ministry 
' defeated at the polls resigns, in lieu of meeting Parlia- 
ment and being formally defeated, provided that there 
is available an alternative ministry. Thus in 1929 
Mr Baldwin resigned on defeat, but in 1924 he held 
office until formally defeated on the opening of Parlia- 
ment. A mere defeat on some lesser issue in Parliament 
involves resignation only when a ministry does not 
desire to remain in oj0S.ce, as in 1895, when the reverse 
suffered by the Liberal Government on a minor War 
Office vote resulted in the disappearance of the Govern- 
ment, because its members were hopelessly at variance,^ 
and the Premier, Lord Eosebery, and the Leader of the 
Commons, Sir W. Harcourt, were scarcely friends. 
Normally the ministry will in one form or other secure 
a vote of confidence after such a contretemps, or if 
preferred merely ignore it,^ accepting the vote as 
decisive on the issue, as did the Government in 1922, 
on several occasions of no real consequence. The posi- 

» The Secretary for War, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman, refused to 
remain in office in any event. 

2 This is, however, probably an unwise course, due only to weakness 
in the Cabinet, as in 1922. Sir Mackenzie King (Canadian House of 
Commons, February 12, 1923) strongly opposed a motion deprecating 
resignation save on a direct confidence issue. 
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Chapter tion, of couTse, is different where there is, as in 1924 
JL. and 1929-31, minority government; in these circum- 
stances resignation is only necessary on a vital issue, 
and Mr R. MacDonald’s action in 1924 was due in 
great measure to personal causes. 

The resignation of a ministry with an adequate 
majority in the Commons, because it had no con- 
structive legislative programme to propose, occurred 
in 1905, but the ministry had been weakened a couple 
of years earlier by the retirement of five important 
members, including Mr Chamberlain, on tariff dis- 
agreements. 

The resignation of the ministry rests ultimately 
with the Prime Minister; as long as he remains, in- 
dividual resignations are of minor consequence; with 
his resignation all ministers merely retain their offices 
as carrying on routine administration, pending the 
decision of the new Prime Minister as to fillin g them. 
If he is a member of the same party, then, of course, 
the ministers may be asked to retain, without re- 
appointment, the offices which they hold.^ In 1931 Mr 
MacDonald resigned and thus dissolved his Labour 
ministry; he was then asked to form a new Grovern- 
ment, from which most of his former colleagues were 
omitted. 

The power whence ministries derive their compact 
following and the possibility of their own existence is 
largely that of party organisations. 

Party organisation can only be traced in a few 
instances prior to the increase of the electorate by the 
legislation of 1832. That measure rendered it necessary 

^ So in June 1935 on Mr MacDonald’s resignation, and Mr Baldwin’s 
reconsfenictioE of the Kational Government. 
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to secure the registration of voters, and local societies chapter 
sprung up which undertook this obligation, adding to 2 l . 
it canvassing electors, distributing information as to 
candidates, and inducing electors to proceed to the 
polls. The necessity of such work was increased by 
the extension of the electorate in 1867, 1884, and 
especially in 1918 and 1928. Nomination of candi- 
dates only slowly developed, suggested chiefly by the 
experience at Birmingham of Mr Joseph Chamber- 
lain, who borrowed the caucus idea from the Uruted 
States. A central association bound together local 
ward parties, and by its guidance secured all three 
seats in 1868 for Liberahsm. The Act of 1867 produced 
also the creation of the National Union of Conserva- 
tives and Constitutional (now Unionist) Societies, 
while the National Liberal Federation was brought 
into being in 1877. Both bodies have had vicissitudes; 
the Liberal Federation on the whole has always been 
more democratic in outlook, and, while the Conserva- 
tive organisation has recognised that the framing of 
pohcy is for the leaders of the party, the Liberal 
Federation in 1891 drew up a Newcastle programme 
which deeply embarrassed by the richness of its 
contents the feeble Liberal Government of 1892-5. 
Recently the Federation has again claimed to pre- 
scribe policy, but Ijhe enfeebled condition of the party 
has deprived its claim of much value. Both bodies 
have, of course, opened their doors to the representa- 
tion of women, and Scotland is treated as a distinct 
unit. 

The Labour Party, of course, is of much more 
recent origin. In 1883 the Fabian Society, a bourgeois 
group, came into being with socialistic views, and the 
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Chapter Social Democratic Federation, founded in 1884, ran » 
unsuccessful candidates for Parliament. In 1893 the 
Independent Labour Party was called into being by 
J. Keir Hardie, and sought to dissolve the existing 
alliance of trade unionism with the Liberal Party. 
In 1899 the Trade Union Congress was induced to 
summon a meeting of trade unions and socialistic 
societies to discuss the formation of a Laboux Party, 
and a Labour Representation Committee came into 
being in 1900. But it was only after the success of 
Liberals and Labour at the election of 1906 that a 
Labour Party became definitely established, and in 
1908 it adopted socialism as its creed. In view of the 
passing of the Representation of the People Act of 
1918, the basis of the party was widened by the ad- 
mission of members as individuals, and the insistence 
that workers included workers by brain as well as 
those by hand. The Labour Party thus consists of 
af&hated organisations, essentially trade unions and 
socialistic societies, with since 1927 co-operative 
societies, and individual members who are organised 
in local labour parties with the members of trade 
unions and socialist societies. These parties exist side 
by side with local trades councils, and both are 
entitled to send a delegate to the annual Labour 
Conference, at which trade unions and societies are 
represented according to their numerical strength. 
The Conference elects the National Executive, thirteen 
members representing the societies, five local labour 
parties, four women representatives, and t|.e treasurer 
er officio. The predominant position of the’ trade 
irnions is maintained by the fact that they provide 
much .of the organised voting strength and the funds 
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tiecessary to win elections. The party has a definite Chapter 

creed, formally adopted as Labour and the Nation in L 

1928 by the Conference, The Executive is charged 
with seeing that each constituency has a party organ- 
isation, with which it hes to select a candidate, but 
he must be approved by the Executive, and he is 
bound to stand as a Labour candidate only, to stress 
in his election address the issues picked out by the 
Executive to be stressed, and to undertake, if elected, 
to be bound by the party constitution and standing 
orders. Eefusal to accept this obligation has led to the 
disafl&hation of the Independent Labour Party. 

The Labour Party’s Central Office is virtually under 
the control of the National Executive. In the case of 
the Conservative Party the Central Office is subject 
directly to the Prime Minister, who appoints a poh- 
tician of distinction to guide its activities. It has 
control of the fxmds contributed — often in return 
for titles or other material advantages — ^by leading 
supporters of the party, and it can withhold recog- 
nition of candidates chosen by local associations. To 
minimise this possibility, in 1935 the National Council 
of the Union secured the appointment of an Advisory 
Committee whose function it would be to keep local 
chairmen and the central authorities in touch, the 
Government having felt objections to the adoption of 
candidates opposed to the national pohcy on India. 

A joint propaganda was also arranged for the National 
Government which could be shared by Liberal and 
Labour supporters of that Government. In the case 
of the Liberal Party various vicissitudes have marked 
the head control, in part due to the desirabihty of 
securing aid from the campaign fund acquired person- 
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Chapter ally by Mr Lloyd George during tbe Coalition Govern- 
ment, but tbe scanty funds available to tbe party bave 
now fallen under tbe final authority of tbe Federation. 

Tbrougb tbe party funds a close control is exercised 
on members of tbe party wbo are aspirants for Parba- 
mentary honours. An orthodox candidate expects to 
bave part at least of tbe cost of an election defrayed 
thence, and bis loyalty in Parbament is strengthened 
by tbe fact that if be fails in this regard support will 
be withheld at tbe general election. Moreover, this 
consideration lends great force to a threat of dis- 
solution as a means of bringing unruly members to 
heel. Small as is tbe salary of tbe member — ^maximum 
£400 — ^it is to many useful, while Labour members 
receive supplements from their trade unions or party 
funds. Even b pecuniary considerations have no 
weight on an independently minded member, be is 
moved by bis former pledges, by bis desire to obtain 
tbe aid of tbe Government in passing legislation, by 
ambition for office or an honour; he must reckon with 
tbe fact that, if be ceases to be orthodox, tbe whole 
weight of tbe local organisation will be cast against 
him, and often it is effectively prepared for canvassing 
tbe electorate. Such is tbe general system of organisa- 
tion both for Liberals and for Conservatives or Union- 
ists. Tbe Labour organisation is compbcated by tbe fact 
that tbe great trade unions supply tbe greater part of 
tbe funds available for electioneering, and, accordingly, 
local organisation is affected by this domination. 

With tbe progress of time tbe private member’s 
initiative in legislation, once of fiust-rate importance, 
has been largely diminished; it is tbe normal practice 
of tbe Government to appropriate by far tbe largest 
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part of tte time available, leaving him tbe odd chance Chapter 
of succeeding in the ballot for private members’ Bills, 
and in having a Bill read a second time, with the possi- 
bility then that the Government may consent to take 
it up and find time for its subsequent stages. Burther, 
the Government possesses large powers of defeating 
opposition to its measures by the use of the closure, it 
being possible since 1888 for any member to move that 
the question be now put, when a division takes place, 
unless the Chair holds that the rights of the minority 
will thus be infringed. Further, it is possible to move 
that a clause or part of a clause shall stand part of a 
Bill, and thus to exclude any amendments without 
consideration in detail. Since 1887 the “guillotine” 
closure has been available, under which a definite period 
is fixed for debate on a Bill. Or the House may fix a 
time-table by which sections of a Bill are to be finished 
at specified times, and this closure by compartment in 
use since 1893 may shut out masses of amendments. Or 
since 1911 authority to select amendments of a repre- 
sentative character may be given to the Chair, others 
thus automatically being shut out, the “Kangaroo” 
closure. 

The procedure in public legislation is complex; notice 
of intention to introduce a Bill must first be given; th en 
leave to introduce must be obtained, and this on con- 
troversial topics is sometimes debated; if leave is given, 
the Bill is presented, and the questions that it be read 
a first time and be printed are put without debate, and 
a date fixed for the second reading.^ At that reading 

^ Minor Bills may be introduced by a minister or a private person in 
a speech of ten minutes’ limit; one speech in reply only is allowed. The 
Speaker will decline to allow important Bills thus to be dealt with. 



324 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


Chapter the Bill is discussed from the point of view of its 
general principles, and may be rejected or accepted, 
and in the latter event instructions may be given to the 
- Committee to introduce ancillary and supplementary 
matter. The Bill then goes either to a Standing Com- 
mittee,^ or to a Select Committee, usually of fifteen 
members, if it is desired to take evidence on the BiU, 
or in the important cases to a Conunittee of the whole 
House, which is merely the House sitting under the 
Chairman of Committees. It is there amended if neces- 
sary in detail and reported to the House; a fresh dis- 
cussion can then take place and new amendments be 
made, while the BiU may be recommitted for further 
examination, and again reported. When the report 
stage ends, the BUI goes for third reading, and if passed 
is sent to the Lords. If no amendments are made in 
Committee, there is no report stage, and the BiU goes 
at once for third reading. 

A BiU from the Commons is at once read a first time 
in the Lords, and then, if sponsored by a member of 
that House, passes through a procedure analogous to 
that in the Commons. If no changes are made after 
third reading, concurrence is intimated to the Com- 
mons; if changes are made, the BiU goes back to the 
Commons, who may accept, or agree to reject, the 
amendments, which then become the subject of inter- 
changes of messages, with reasons, between the Houses, 

^ The use of Standing Committees, begun in 1882 and extended in 
1907, as the normal fate of Bills is a result of war pressure on Parlia- 
mentary time. In this way Scottish Bills are dealt with by a body in 
which Scottish members preponderate, 10 to 15 others being added, and 
in which the Government may, as in 1923, be in a minority. At present 
there are four Committees of 30 to 50 members, to which from 10 to 35 
members may be added for any special Bill. 



THE UNITED KINGDOM 


325 


the procedure which has superseded formal or free con- Chapter 
ferences between the Houses. Bills other than money 
Bills may originate in the Lords, when the procedure is 
analogous to that followed in the more frequent case of 
Bills going from the Commons to the Lords. 

Disputes between the two Houses on general legis- 
lation are obviously inevitable, and in the nineteenth 
century the convention gradually became established 
that the Lords should reject or freely amend only such 
Bills as excited no popular interest, while on matters 
on which the electorate had clearly declared itself, they 
must yield to the popular will. The Lords interpreted 
this convention as implying that, if they doubted the 
will of the people, they could force a dissolution on the 
Government or compel the ministry to abandon the 
Bill, as they did in 1894-5 when the Liberal Govern- 
ment did not even appeal to the people when the Bill 
to confer Home Rule on Ireland was rejected. This 
view was not shared by the Commons, and the struggle 
came to a head over the resistance of the Lords, re- 
inforced by creations from the ranks of commerce and 
finance, lacking in pohtical tact, to both the financial 
and general legislation of the Liberal Government of 
1905-10, that Government being determined to obtain 
the power to overcome the resistance of the Lords to 
any Home Rule scheme. Success was attained, as in 
1832 over the Reform Bill, only by the promise of the 
Crown in 1910 to create sufficient peers to compel the 
passage of the Parliament Bill through the Upper 
House. The measure provides that if any pubhc Bill, 
not being a money Bill or a Bill to extend the duration 
of Parhament beyond five years, is passed by the 
Commons in three successive sessions, whether in one 
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Oiapter Parliament or not, and sent up to the Lords at least 
one month before the close of the session and is re j ected 
by the Lords, then it shall, after the third rejection, be 
presented for the royal assent and become an Act, pro- 
vided that two years elapse between the first second 
reading in the Commons and the final passage of the 
Bill there in the third session. A Bill is to be deemed 
rejected if not passed without amendment, or with 
agreed amendments only, and a Bill is to be deemed the 
same if it contains only amendments certified by the 
Speaker to be necessary through lapse of time or such 
as in the preceding session were accepted by the Lords, 
or were made by agreement at the third session. Under 
this legislation, which secured the enactment of the 
Welsh Church Act, 1914,^ and, but for the war, would 
have been employed to brmg the G-overnment of Ireland 
Act, 1914, into operation despite the Lords, the Upper 
House has merely suspensory powers, though these are 
of considerable importance, and the reduction of the 
duration of Parliament to five years ensures that the 
electorate shall be masters of the legislature. 

The paramount position of the Commons in finance 
was early asserted, and made perfectly definite in 1678, 
when it was claimed that aids and supplies were the 
sole gifts of the Commons, and should not be altered by 
the Lords. This left the right of rejection intact, but, 
in 1860, when the Lords rejected Gladstone’s proposed 
repeal of the paper duties, the Commons asserted that 
it had the right so to frame tax or appropriation 
measures as to defeat the power of rejection, and in 
1861 they exercised this power by including their pro- 

^ That the Act has been of great advantage to the Church is not 
denied. 
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posals in one Bill wHcli the Lords could not reject. In Chapter 
1894 they also carried their death duties against the JL. 
bitter opposition, largely on personal grounds, of the 
Lords to that beneficent and wise measure. In 1909, 
however, the Lords refused to yield and to accept the 
Finance Bill, largely because it included proposals — 
later foxmd unworkable and repealed — ^for taxation of 
land values. A dissolution followed, and the Govern- 
ment, not content with securing its Bibs, proceeded 
with the permanent deposition of the Lords from 
financial power by the Parliament Bill. The passage of 
this measure necessitated another appeal at the end of 
1910 to the people, and victory then secured the Parlia- 
ment Act,^ which provides that, if a money BiU is sent 
up to the Lords a month before the close of the session, 
and is not passed by them as it stands within a month, 
it shall be presented for the royal assent, unless the 
House otherwise directs, and shall become an Act 
without the concurrence of the Lords. A money Bill 
means a BiU which is certified by the Speaker of the 
Commons to deal only with the imposition, repeal, 
remission, alteration, or regulation of taxation; the 
imposition for the payment of debt or other financial 
purposes of charges on the consolidated fund, or on 
money provided by Parhament, or the variation or 
repeal of any such charges; supply; the appropriation, 
receipt, custody, issue, or audit of accounts of public 
money; the raising or guarantee of any loan or repay- 
ment thereof; or subordinate matters incidental to 
those subjects or any of them. Taxation and appropria- 
tion of local authorities are not covered by the Act. In 
certifying that any Bill is a money BiU, the Speaker is 
1 1 & 2 Geo. V. 0. 13. 
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Chapter to consult, if practicable, two members appointed from 
tbe panel of Chairmen at the beginning of each session 
by the Committee of Selection, a body representing in 
dne proportion the various sections of the House; but 
his certificate either as to a money Bill or the due 
observance of the rules regarding other Bills is not 
to be questioned in any court. On several occasions 
financial measures have not been certified. The ex- 
clusion of the Lords from financial control is thus com- 
plete; the composition of the House rendered it ah initio 
wholly indefensible. 

To create any House whether wholly elected, e.g. by 
proportional representation by the electors or by the 
members of the Commons, or partly elected and partly 
nominated, or even in part hereditary, which would 
satisfy popular opinion generally and be an effective 
revising chamber, while not opposing the pubhc will, 
is a problem of the utmost difficulty of solution.^ The 
permanent maintenance of the hereditary principle 
seems utterly impossible of defence in face of the mani- 
fest failure of hereditary ability in the community at 
large, and not least in the peerage, and to defend it on 
the analogy of the Crown is to ignore the essential fact 
that the Crown has grown in popular affection precisely 

^ The plan of Lord Bryce’s Committee (Cd. 9038) in 1918 was left 
practically dormant by the Governments of 1918-23, and the suggestions 
of Lords Birkenhead in 1925 and Cave in 1927 were not pressed. In 
1934 Lord SaHsbnry proposed to reduce hereditary peers to 150 elected 
by the peerage, to add 150 otherwise selected, retaining the Law Lords 
and some spiritual lords, 330 in all. This house was to be empowered to 
delay until a general election a Commons Bill which it was desired to 
pass by the Parliament Act procedure. In 1935 Lord BocMey proposed 
to give the Crown power to create 5 life peers a year, and Lord Ean- 
keillour wished to exclude from the Parliament Act Bills affecting the 
Civil List, the succession, the constitution of either House and their 
relations. The Government insisted that it had no policy to propose. 
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in proportion as it has ceased, since George III.’s lack Chapter 
of insight destroyed the first Empire, to seek to assert 
any hereditary capacity of claim to rule, and has ac- 
cepted honestly and ably the role of acting in all ofStcial 
matters ia accordance with the popular will. Ear from 
strengthening, as Lord Birkenhead argued, the position 
of the monarch, the erratic tactics of the Lords on selfish 
grormds have rather weakened it than otherwise. The 
merits of the Lords are derived from the presence in it 
of many able and experienced politicians whose services 
would be secured in any satisfactory second chamber. 

The Commons, as masters in finance, are careful to 
safeguard themselves agamst improvident expendi- 
ture; no grant will be voted save on the recommenda- 
tion of the Crown, that is, of the ministry, though 
motions may be passed urgiag on the House expendi- 
ture of funds on some specified object, iu the hope that 
thus ministers will be compelled to make definite 
proposals, and Bills come down from the Lords with 
itahcised clauses as to expenditure, these heiug strictly 
merely waste paper. Similarly no taxation can be pro- 
posed by any private member. This is the crucial 
safeguard of Cabinet responsibility. Euither, the 
House considers all matters of supply and ways and 
means in Committees of the whole House, whose re- 
solutions are reported to, and approved by, the House 
from time to time. The Committee of Supply decides 
the amounts to be granted for each service; that of 
Ways and Means decides how to provide these funds, 
whether by charges on the consohdated fund created 
in 1787, mto which the proceeds of taxation, much 
of which is provided for in permanent legislation, 
automatically go, or by fresh taxes or loans. Legal 
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Chapter sanction is given to taxation by taxing Acts, and 
to appropriations by tbe Appropriation Act of tbe 
session, wMcb is preceded by Ways and Means, or Con- 
solidated Fund Bills, placing certain amounts at tbe 
disposal of tbe Government pending tbe final appro- 
priation Act. That money is duly spent as voted is 
secured by tbe co-operation of tbe Treasury 'witb tbe 
Comptroller and Auditor-General, wbo bolds office 
independently of tbe executive, while tbe public 
accounts are reviewed ex post facto by a Committee of 
tbe Commons wbicb animadverts on any errors com- 
mitted, without producing much impression on tbe 
administration. Tbe actual framing of estimates lies 
witb tbe departments subject to Treasury control, but 
this has been relaxed of late years, and spasmodic 
attempts by Cabinet Committees, or by outside 
bodies appointed ad hoc, such as Sir Eric Geddes’s 
Committee in 1921, to cut down tbe expenditure, have 
not been very successful. In 1931 drastic economies 
were effected in tbe crisis, but mainly by reducing 
salaries, which were soon restored, and real economy 
was hardly attempted. That any Parbamentary Com- 
mittee should be given control over policy in framing 
estimates is repudiated by tbe administration, and a 
co mm ittee without any voice in policy seems to find 
it bard to secure any economies, since their suggestions 
can always be asserted to involve matters of policy. 
Moreover, lack of skilled advice hampers useful work, 
though an Estimates Committee is annually appointed. 
This is emphasised by tbe fact that tbe defence 
services are among tbe great sources of expenditure 
and any economy in them really depends on foreign 
pobcy and defence preparations. 
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Bills of a private character, dealing with, naturalisa- Chapter 

tion, divorce, or trust estates, and local Bills covering 1_ 

an enormous variety of matters of local interest, are 
subjected to a special procedure. In this matter the 
work is divided between the two Houses in practice. 

In both there are rigid standing orders’- to ensure that 
due notice is given to all interested for or against the 
proposal; the second reading merely prevents the 
further progress of some really objectionable feature,^ 
and the Committee stage is a judicial investigation 
of the Bill by four specially selected members, argu- 
ments from promoters and opponents being carefully 
weighed. Provisional Orders on questions of public 
health, transportation, poor rehef, finance, etc., and 
local legislation for Scotland, under the Private Legis- 
lation Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899 and 1933, are en- 
acted normally on the faith of their being put forward 
after full enquiry by a Government department with- 
out special scrutiny, but, if opposed, the normal pro- 
cedure of private Bills is in effect apphed, so careful is 
Parliament not to ignore local and private interests. 


10. Parliammtary Reform and Governmental 
Reorganisation 

It is unquestionable that Parliament has ceased to 
command the respect which was its share up to the 
close of last century. There are many causes of this 

^ House of Commons Standing Orders, Part II. Of. Bannington, English 
Public Health Administration, chaps, iii. and iv. 

® Thus in March 1935 a Bill of the Municipality of Glasgow was re- 
jected because it proposed to set up a municipal bank unnecessarily, 
and in any case it was argued a matter of this kind should be dealt with 
in a PubKc Act as a matter of general policy. 
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Chapter untoward feature. Experience stows ttat Parliament 
is unable to carry out necessary legislative activity, 
that many measures fail to be enacted for lack of time, 
that others are carried by the process of the closure 
inadequately discussed, and that private members have 
little chance of securing legislation unless it can be 
given an attractive character in the interests of some 
party. Drafting is often faulty; the Housing Acts 
present an impenetrable jungle. Control over finance 
is negligible; indeed the House of Commons is always 
prone to rash expenditure. It appears to better ad- 
vantage in general control of administration, and in 
bringing home to the Government popular feeling, as 
in 1935 when it was the mdignation felt without dis- 
tinction of party in the Commons that secured the 
hasty cancellation of the scales of assistance laid down 
by the Unemployment Assistance Board. Again in 
1935 its unanimity lent weight to the representations 
of the Foreign Secretary on his mission after the an- 
nouncement of the German defiance of the Treaty of 
Versailles by rearmament, and the creation of an air 
force. 

The decline in the reputation of Parhament is seen 
in the growing reluctance of men of wealth and posi- 
tion to become members, unless they can be assured 
at an early date of ministerial rank; the House appeals 
far less than formerly to the average member, who is 
not hke Labour members a professional pohtician, 
interested in his remuneration as a member. In the 
country the declme m the prestige of Parhament has 
revealed itself in the efEorts to overthrow its authority; 
in 1920 a Council of Action claimed the right, with the 
approval of men hke Mr J. H. Thomas, tq order the 
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Government to desist from its alleged intention of Chapter 
carrying on liostilities against the Soviet Govern- 
ment; in 1926, after many threats, a general strike was 
proclaimed by the trade uruons with the assent of the 
Labour Party, though it was defeated by the active 
hostility of the middle classes and the indifference of 
the majority of the workers. 

It is natural therefore that many projects to restore 
the prestige of Parhamentary government should have 
been mooted. 

I. Devolution of authority to local units has often 
been recommended. As regards Scotland such action 
would be fairly easy, for that country has already its 
own courts, its own legal system, its own form of local 
government, and a national tradition. A scheme of a 
practical kind was adumbrated by a Conference under 
the Speaker in 1918, and it might have been adapted 
to Wales, in which education is administered already 
on specifically Welsh hnes. But devolution would be 
of httle advantage to Parhament unless it was ex- 
tended to England, and it has been suggested to break 
up England into seven areas ^ (London, Mercia, Wessex, 
etc.) and to entrust to local authorities therein the 
charge of matters such as agriculture, education, local 
government, public health, order, and pohce. But 
apart from the difficulty of arranging finance, there is 
the grave objection that England is so essentially an 
economic unit that to break it up would be most diffi- 
cult and probably disadvantageous, and the project 
has been rendered more diflffcult by the adoption of 
the new economic system, for that demands that all 
internal production, e.g. as regards agriculture, should 
^ R. Muir, Bow Britain is Governed, pp. 279-306. 
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Cihapter be definitely related to control of imports wbetber 
by tariff or quota. Moreover, tbe lack of any real local 
demand for autonomy is probably an insuperable 
obstacle to any reform. It is possible that Scotland 
and Wales should be granted devolution of powers; 
the demand for some concession is growing in Scotland, 
where a Nationahst Party has emerged, some of whose 
members demand Dominion status, others a federal 
constitution, and others assimilation to Northern 
Ireland. The success of that experiment in devolution 
is clear, but it must be admitted that it has been due 
in part to the extreme generosity with which on 
political grounds that territory has been treated by 
the United Kingdom. 

Functional devolution has also been advocated. 
The crudest form contemplates a system of guilds 
Tn ana giug great branches of life, subject to the control 
of a political Parliament; S. and B. Webb have drafted 
a constitution for a Socialist Commonwealth, based 
on the functioning side by side of an iudustrial and a 
political Parhament, but the impracticability of their 
proposals is commonly admitted. There is possibly 
room for action on lines advocated by Mr W. Churchill,^ 
the creation of a body which would discuss aU govern- 
mental economic projects, and have the right to suggest 
measures to Parliament; but grave difficulties would 
arise in composing such a body as to represent fairly 
not merely capital and labour, but also the interests of 
technicians and consumers, and its proceedings might 
easily prove unfruitful, as the outcome of the complete 
divergence between the capitalistic and the socialistic 
outlook on life, or dangerous to consumers. 

^ Parliamemiary Omemrmnt and the Economic Problem (1930). 
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II. From another point of view proportional repre- Cliapter 
sentation^ is advocated as the necessary antidote to 
the weakness of Parhament against executive control. 

On this theory proportional representation would 
terminate the domination of the Cabinet by ending 
the regime of large shifting majorities. The two-party 
system would thus cease to be efiective. It is un- 
natural, being based on the artificial assumption that 
one set of extreme views or another is held by the 
electorate, whereas middle courses appeal to many 
minds. The elections would return members in fair 
proportion to the wews of the electors; Governments 
would probably have small majorities, or be able to 
carry on only by arrangements with one or other of 
the various groups. This would mean the adoption of 
new conventions; noinistries would have to concentrate 
on measures of appeal beyond their own party group; 
they would have to accept defeat on minor issues as 
being without effect on their fate; they could no longer 
claim a dissolution at their discretion, but should 
resign so long as it was possible to find another group- 
ing to afford support to another ministry. The op- 
position in its turn would have to cease merely to 
oppose, and instead regard its duty as one of co- 
operation for national ends. 

It is clear that the present system tends to secure 
disproportionate majorities, which fluctuate without 
any relation to the votes cast, a slight change of view 
often producing a complete change of ministry. In 1900 
the Conservatives obtained a majority of 154, while on 
the basis of votes it should not have exceeded 16; the 
Liberals in 1906 had a majority of 364 as against 95; 

^ Muir, op. c/iU pp. 163-70, 179-96. 



336 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


Chapter in 1918 the Government obtained 52 per cent of the 
votes, hut 472 seats; in 1922 the Conservatives with 
38 per cent of the votes secured 347 seats, in 1923 with 
practically the same votes 257 seats; in 1924 47 per 
cent of the votes gave 415 seats; in 1929 the Conserva- 
tives with 38 per cent of the votes had 253 seats. 
Labour with 36 per cent 288 seats, and the Liberals 
with 23 per cent 58 seats. In 1931 the Conservatives 
obtained 473 seats instead of 270, the Liberals 68 in- 
stead of 110, and hTational Labour 13 instead of 50, 
while Labour was completely under-represeiited. This 
is on the whole dangerous, now that the State is sharply 
divided between parties which differ essentially on the 
economic and social bases of the State; the divergencies 
of former times were consistent with a unity of outlook 
on the essential necessity of capitalism. Moreover, ex- 
perience in the Irish Free State ^ proves that this form 
of proportional representation reduces the violence of 
party conflict, and secures the presence in the legis- 
lature of moderate elements. The complexity of count- 
ing votes is irrelevant, and the voter who caimot cast 
his vote correctly deserves disfranchisement. The ob- 
jection that the power of the party organisation is 
increased may be disregarded, for the organisation is al- 
ready predominant, and it is quite possible that in fact 
its influence might be lessened, and more place be left 
for moderate candidates. The difficulty that a candi- 
date is divorced from his electorate as a result of its 
increased size is of minor weight in regard to urban 
areas, where a candidate would identify himself with 
a local division; in country areas — already often too 
large — ^there would be more diffictdty and the system 
^ N. Mansergh, The, Irish Free State (1934), pp. 59-73. 
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difficulties, but that is a minor point. The real objec- 
tion, which so far has prevented any success in the 
efforts made, as in 1918 and 1930-31, to secure legis- 
lation, is the feehng in the Conservative and Labour 
Parties that the two-party system tells to their ad- 
vantage, and the reluctance to have weak ministries. 
But it is not clear that the progress of any country is 
necessarily best secured by the alternation in power 
of parties with strongly conflicting ideals, and the ex- 
clusion of moderate men from pohtics. 

III. An alternative scheme^ contemplates the as- 
sociation with the Government departments of ad- 
visory Committees made up of members of Parliament. 
These Committees would be small, not over thirty in 
number; they would speciahse in the problems of the 
department to which they were attached, review all 
regulations which it drafted under its statutory powers, 
consider as part of the legislative process in Committee 
any Bills promoted on the subjects within their range, 
and study questions of the execution of the laws and 
regulations, and the desirability of new measures. On 
the same plan a Finance Committee would supersede 
the present procedure in Comnoittee of Ways and Means 
and of Supply, and might exercise a far more effective 
control on the preparation of estimates with a view to 
effect economies within the hmits of policy decided 
upon by the ministry. A drafting committee would deal 
with all legislation in order to remove needless defects 
such as are inevitable in the process of enactment; on 
it might sit experts from outside Parliament as well 
as members of Parhament. The project has to face the 

^ W. I. Jennings, ParliameTdary Reform (1934), pp. 140--60, 

Z 
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Chapter strong hostility felt by ministers of all parties to the 
idea of being under any form of control in respect of 
tbeir departmental work, and tbe objections of de- 
partments to tbe criticism of members of Parbament, 
especially if they are more or less expert on tbe matter 
in band. 

IV. Yet another suggestion involves tbe use of 
tbe referendum.’- That was stressed in 1910-11 as a 
possible method of settling disputes between tbe two 
bouses of Parbament, but was naturaby objected to 
by tbe Liberal Party as imposing on it an unfair dis- 
abibty, which would not be shared by tbe Conservative 
Party through i-fcs effective control of tbe House of 
Lords. Tbe referendmn, however, has also been recom- 
mended on general grounds for tbe decision of great 
issues which transcend or should transcend party bar- 
riers, and tbe case has been strengthened by arguments 
of successful use in Switzerland and certain American 
States. But tbe project has never commanded much 
attention. It is clearly most dfficult to segregate an 
issue so as to present tbe possibibty of an intelbgent 
answer at a referendum; a project of tbe nationabsation 
of industry could not inteUigibly be presented save as a 
Bill which would be extremely bard to appreciate at its 
true value. Tbe system also if operative would tend to 
lessen ministerial sense of responsibibty; it woxild prob- 
ably also be held to lower rather than rebabibtate tbe 
reputation of Parbament and confusion would prob- 
ably result if a referendmn and general election were 
held together. If tbe electors rejected referendum pro- 
posals of a ministry but returned it to power, it would 

* For its use in. the Dominions, see Keith, Responsible Government 
(2nd ed.), i. 306-7; ii. 690-701. 
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none the less lack prestige, and the same result would Chapter 
be reached if it approved the referendum proposals, JL 
but returned an opposition ministry, as happened in 
Western Austraha in 1934, when the electors voted for 
secession from the Commonwealth but gave power to 
a Labour Premier who was an avowed opponent of 
secession. 

V. Another view ^ insists that the reform required 
is that of reducing the Cabinet in size, so that its mem- 
bers would be engaged in consideration of fundamental 
problems, while execution of poHcy resolved on by the 
Cabinet might be left with departmental ministers. A 
suggestion along these lines was made by Lord Haldane, 
who was chairman of a Committee charged with con- 
sidering the possibility of governmental reorganisation 
after the war. But the suggestion seems fatally open 
to objection. To work out practically the relations of 
the Cabinet and the non-Cabinet ministers would be 
very hard; the confusion and chaos of the War Cabinet 
system might be tolerated in a war, never in peace. 
Moreover, the proposal rests on a fundamental lack of 
appreciation of the character and capacity of political 
leaders. There would be endless diflhculty in deciding 
who should form the Cabinet; the level of capacity pro- 
duced by pohtical warfare is not such as to bring into 
being seven to ten men ^ markedly superior in general 
thinking power to the rest of their colleagues. More- 
over, even if the men were there, their colleagues would 

^ Cf. Muir, Of. cit. pp. 108-15: Prime Mioister; Treasury; Imperial 
Relations; Defence; Justice and Police; Scottisli Office; Industry and 
Commerce; Agriculture, Fisheries, Forestry, Water Resources; Social 
Services. 

® The presence of a woman would be demanded, irrespective of real 
capacity* 
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Chapter never be persuaded of tbe fact, and intrigue — ^bad 
enough under present conditions — ^would be intoler- 
able. The patent fact is that witb the general level of 
political capacity a large Cabinet is necessary so that 
the defects of individuals may become of less gravity 
to the interests of the State. 


11. Finance 

The revenues of the United Kingdom have been 
drawn during its history from many sources, and the 
emphasis has recently been altered by reason of the 
adoption of a system of protection for manufactures 
and agriculture alike. In the financial year ending 
March 31, 1936, it was estimated that from income tax 
would be received £232,500,000; from surtax levied on 
incomes over £2000, £51,500,000; from estates duty, 
£80,000,000, a figure attesting remarkably the love of 
accumulation of money for the sake of power and pres- 
tige; from stamps, levied on a wide variety of trans- 
actions, including stock exchange business, £25,000,000; 
from the old land tax, now largely commuted, £800,000; 
from excess profits duty and corporation profits tax 
— ^two remnants of war taxation — ^£1,700,000, large 
sums beiug hopelessly lost. Krom customs £188,570,000 
was expected; from excise, £106,350,000; from Crown 
Lands, £1,330,000; from sundry loans, £3,900,000; from 
miscellaneous sources, £25,970,000; to which must 
be added the Exchequer share of the motor vehicle 
duties, £5,000,000, and the net receipt of the Post 
Ofldce, £11,850,000. The total revenue estimated was 
£734,470,000. 

The estimated expenditure was for interest and man- 
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agement of tte national debt, £224,000,000; payments chapter 
to tbe Northern Ireland Exchequer, including net share 
of reserved taxation, £6,750,000; miscellaneous consoli- 
dated fund services, £3,700,000; payments to the Post 
Ofi&ce Fund, £1,130,000 — making a total of £235,580,000 
for consolidated fund services. Defence, including pen- 
sions, took £124,250,000; civil votes, £352,979,000, with 
£4,000,000 margin for supplementary estimates; tax 
collection, £13,161,000, and £4,000,000 for the cost of 
the restoration of cuts in pay. There remained over a 
surplus of half a milKon estimated. 

In the result of the working of the year ended March 
31, 1935, £12,342,768 was saved on interest of debt, 
and paid to reduce debt, while an accrued balance of 
£7,561,879 was apphed to the same purpose. 

The revenue of the country is collected imder the 
control of the Treasury. The three great collecting de- 
partments are those of Customs and Excise; the Com- 
missioners of Inland Revenue; and the Post OjGdce. The 
payments received by them are normally lodged day 
to day with the Bank of England for the credit of the 
consohdated fund, or in the case of Northern Ireland 
with the Bank of Ireland. The Commissioners of Crown 
Lands pay over only net receipts periodically. Other 
departments may receive miscellaneous revenues, 
which are paid to the cash account of the Paymaster- 
GeneraP as appropriations in aid. 

^ This officer’s duties are carried out by the Assistant Paymaster- 
General under power of attorney, or written delegation or tradition. 

In its present form the office dates from 1848. It either pays or advances 
to other officers for payment all moneys for the public service not pro- 
vided in the Votes for the Revenue Departments or issued for the 
National Debt. In Scotland payments are made by the King’s and Lord 
Treasurer’s Remembrancer, reorganised in 1854. 
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Chapter Of tte expendituie of the State part is authorised 
_L. hy permanent Acts, and is described as charged on the 
consohdated fund, that is, the fund to which all pay- 
ments on account of the State are credited at the Bank. 
Such items include the interest, etc., on the public 
debt, certain payments to Northern Ireland, to the 
Road Fund and in relief of local taxation, the King’s 
Civil List, the salaries of the Judges, of the Comptroller 
and Auditor-General, and of a number of less important 
ofidcers, whose position is due to historical accident 
rather than principle. Other expenditure must be 
authorised each year by legislation, and these services 
are known as “supply services” as opposed to “con- 
solidated fund services”. 

, Payment of the sums authorised by permanent Act 
takes place under a procedure intended to secure a 
cheek on the spending authority. The Lords of the 
Treasury request the Comptroller and Auditor-General 
to give them a credit on the Exchequer account {i.e. 
the Consolidated Fund Account) at the Bank. The 
Comptroller must then satisfy himself that authority 
exists, and if so satisfied gives the credit. The Treasury 
-then, and then only, can require the Bank to transfer 
the amount needed for the purpose in hand from the 
Exchequer account to that of a principal accountant, 
usually the Paymaster-General, but the Banks of Eng- 
land and Ireland pay direct interest on the public debt. 
The Bank sends to the Comptroller the authority for 
the transfer, so that he can record the issues. Ultimately 
he is furmshed with a full account for examination, the 
Consohdated Fund Account. 

In the case of supply services the estimates as men- 
tioned above are prepared from October of the pre- 
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ceding year, and are adjusted with the Treasury by the Chapter 
department concerned, which is usually in close touch 
with that body. The essential principles of niihtary, air, 
and naval expenditure, however, are decided by the 
Cabinet, which can use the Imperial Defence Com- 
mittee; the Treasury as such is concerned only with 
details. In case of conflict with other departments the 
Cabinet again may have to decide; recent regulations 
have secured that the Cabinet shall not be allowed to 
commit itself to approve poHcies involving expenditure 
without the issue being first reported on by the Treas- 
ury. When the estimates are agreed upon they are sub- 
mitted to the Commons in hqads, styled votes, by the 
Treasury for the Civil and Revenue departments, by 
each defence department for itself, examined in Com-, 
mittee of Supply, and provided for in Committee 
of Ways and Means by resolutions reported to and 
approved by the House. When some votes ^ have been 
discussed, a Consolicfated Fund Bill is presented and 
passed. It gives power to expend sums on a few large 
votes in the case of the defence services, and for each 
civil department or revenue department vote. The 
reason for the difference of treatment is that the defence 
departments are authorised to use sums on one vote to 
provide for others for the time being. Eventually an 
Appropriation Act is passed at the close of the session 
which sets out all the votes approved, appropriates 
them, and provides for their payment from the con- 
soHdated fund, authorising any necessary temporary 
borrowing. 

The Appropriation Act, however, has other functions 

^ There are 15 for War, 15 for the Navy, 11 for Air, 127 for the Civil 
departments and the Revenue. 
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to perform. As it is passed about tbe end of July, it 
may well happen that it proves necessary to have sup- 
plementary expenditure provided for before tbe end of 
tbe financial year on March 31, and for that purpose a 
Consobdated Fund Act will be passed before the close 
of the year. The formal appropriation of the amounts 
so provided for will then be included in the Appro- 
priation Act of the following year. Further, after the 
close of a year it may prove that excesses have been 
incurred on Civil department votes, and it is necessary 
that these excesses should be approved in the Appro- 
priation Act. This is preceded by examination of the 
excesses by the Public Accounts Comnoittee, which 
recommends that a vote be taken, and included in a 
Consolidated Fund Act. As the Committee deals with 
the accounts only about a year after the close of the 
year in which the excess was incurred, the Appropria- 
tion Act which approves them is the Act not of the 
following year but of the next year but one; thus the 
Act of 1934 approves excesses for the year 1932-3. In 
the case of defence votes the Act authorises the use of 
surpluses, arising on any vote through extra appropria- 
tions in aid or under-spending, with the sanction of the 
Treasury to meet deficiencies in appropriations in aid 
under another vote in the same department or to pro- 
vide for some urgent new expenditure. But the action 
of the Treasury imder this power must be submitted 
to Parliament with the appropriation accounts of the 
year in order that Parliamentary sanction may be 
accorded, and the Appropriation Act accords such 
approval for action taken in respect of the year pre- 
ceding. 

The Act also appropriates aU stuns wjhich under the 
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Public Accounts and Charges Act, 1891, are paid to Chapter 
departments as appropriations in aid, thus securing 
due control over the disposal of these sums. 

The mode of expenditure of the moneys provided by 
Parliament is elaborate. A royal order countersigned 
by two Lords of the Treasury recites the grant and 
requires the Treasury to authorise the Bank of England 
to make payments from time to time in accordance 
with the terms of the grant. The Treasury then obtains 
from the Comptroller and Auditor-General credit for 
the sums required upon the Exchequer account at the 
Bank of England. It then directs the Bank from tune 
to time to transfer sums to the supply account^ of the 
Paymaster-General — in the case of the Eevenue de- 
partments to their accounts at the Bank of England — 
and to communicate the transfers to the Comptroller. 

The departments are notified by the Treasury of the 
sums placed at their disposal and they then dispose of 
them subject to the control of the Comptroller and 
Auditor-General. 

The control of expenditure is carried out by the 
Comptroller and Auditor-General. He receives daily 
from the Banks accounts of receipts and issues of 
the consohdated fund, and reports from the Revenue 
departments of their payments. In the larger de- 
partments he has a local audit staff which audits con- 
currently expenditure, and in the lesser departments 
he has a periodic audit. 

The Civil departments by November 30, and the 
defence departments by December 31, prepare appro- 

^ Also called Exchequer Credit Account; this vith the cash account 
into which appropriations in aid are paid constitutes the Paymaster- 
General’s accounts for supply of credit. 
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Chapter priation accotmts showing their expenditure, and these 
the Comptroller and Auditor-General audits, to see if 
the sums paid out are properly classified under the 
appropriate heads; if they are duly vouched for by 
receipts; if they are duly authorised, and if any Acts 
of Parliament, Orders in Council, royal warrants or 
other regulations have been complied with or new ap- 
pointments made or salaries altered without Treasury 
sanction. He calls attention in his report to any irregu- 
larity or expenditure not properly authorised. There is, 
of course, great difficulty in regard to cases where ex- 
penditure cannot be said to be illegal, but where extra- 
vagance seems possible. Observations on such topics 
and on trading accoimts may be made by the Comp- 
troller and Auditor-General, but it must be admitted 
that the national accounts are not so prepared as to 
allow of effective criticism based on accurate costing. 
Many suggestions for improving the mode of drawmg 
up the accounts have been made, but vdth bttle result. 

The accounts cannot be presented to Parliament 
until February in the year following, e.g. in February 
1935 for the accounts of 1933 ^. They are then ex- 
amined by the Public Accounts Committee, which may 
be presided over by the Opposition member who has 
been Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury. The 
Conunittee can question officers and enjoys the aid of 
the Comptroller and Auditor-General and the Treasury. 
Its reports are considered by the Treasury, which 
normally uses its advice to strengthen the system of 
control; where it differs, it explains its reasons and may 
induce the Committee next year to modify its views. 
Parliament itself treats the reports of the Committee 
with indifference, born of the reluctance of any member 
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of Parliament to economise. Efforts to insist on dis- Chapter 

cussions of the Committee’s reports have failed to L 

achieve success. 

The Comptroller and Auditor-G-eneral examines also 
and reports on the consohdated fund accounts, and the 
Treasury presents in June to Parliament finance ac- 
counts which show the receipts and issues for both 
consolidated fund and supply services for the preceding 
financial year. 

In order to meet emergencies the Treasury has at its 
disposal a Civil Contingencies Fund of defiLaed amount 
(£1,500,000), whence it can advance sums urgently re- 
quired for unexpected services.’- These sums must he 
repaid in the following year by the departments which 
have received advances, when provision has been made 
by Parliament. The Treasury also has a Treasury Chest 
Fund (£700, 000-£l, 000,000) available from which it 
makes advances to sub-accountants of the defence and 
Civil services overseas. These advances are reclaimed 
from the departments according as money is voted by 
Parliament, and the Treasury renders an account at 
the close of the year to the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General. 

Collectors of revenue are authorised within certain 
limits to make payment in their districts out of the 
revenue received, either for departmental expenses or 
for the service of other departments, in order to save 
needless transit of funds. These advances are repaid 
by the departments and credited to the consohdated 
fund. 

The national accounts are kept on a cash basis, so 

^ 'E,g, the purchase of the Ooefea; Siimiticus, m 1934; H.G. Pap. 
m. 39 of 1935. 
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Chapter that receipts are credited to the year in which they 
were paid, though due in respect of an earlier period, 
and expenditure is charged against the revenue of the 
year of payment, regardless of the year in which it was 
incurred. Any surplus of revenue over expenditure — 
unless special provision is made — ^goes to pay off debt, 
and grants all lapse at the close of the year for which 
they are made. Special conditions, however, apply to 
certain funds. The Road Fund receives the proceeds 
of motor vehicle licences, less a contribution to the 
State, and borrowing has taken place on the security 
of its anticipated receipts, expenditure on roads — 
£26,500,000 m 1935-6 — being defrayed from its re- 
sources. This permits of an ordered programme, but is 
open to criticism on the ground that expenditure should 
be varied according to national needs, and a source of 
income such as motor-vehicle duties should not be 
pledged mainly to meet the interests of road users. 

Unemployment insurance is provided for by the 
creation of a fund contributed to by the State, the 
employer, and the employed. Under the Unemploy- 
ment Act of 1934 it is controlled by a body known as 
the Unemployment Insurance Statutory Committee, 
subject to the Minister of Labour and Parliament. Its 
duty is so to adjust contributions as to maintain solv- 
ency and the gradual extinction of the debt which had 
been incurred by the fund during the period of reck- 
less finance prior to 1931, when borrowing for the fund 
raised doubts of the ultimate solvency of the Ex- 
chequer. There is also an Unemployment Assistance 
Fund administered under the minister by an Un- 
employment Assistance Board; its initial proceedings 
raised strong Parliamentary protests and involved 
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legislation postponing the operation of new rates of Chapter 
assistance, pending fresh examination of the issue. 

Of abnormal character is the Exchange Equalisation 
Eund created under the Finance Act, 1932, xmder which 
the Treasury has unfettered disposal, unquestioned by 
Parliament, of large sums, to use them to prevent 
extreme variations of exchange. 

The National Debt on an organised basis d.ates from 
the establishment of the Bank of England, in 1694, 
when it lent £1,200,000 to the State at 8 per cent. It 
was never repaid, and wars steadily increased its 
amount until at the close of the Seven Years’ War it 
reached £146,000,000. The War of American Independ- 
ence added £121,000,000; those of the French Revolu- 
tion, during which British finance was conducted 
with deplorable indifference to the pubhc welfare and 
enormous profits to the ruling classes, £601,000,000, 
added to by the absurd sinking fund of £1,000,000 
devised by the younger Pitt. Efiorts from 1829 were 
made to diminish the debt from surplus revenue, and 
in 1875 Sir Stafford Northcote devised the new sinking 
fund, consisting of the balance over of the annual 
charge after providing for interest and cost of manage- 
ment; the sum thus provided has become of great im- 
portance of recent years through the prevalence of 
unexpectedly low rates of mterest. The old sinking 
fund of 1829 is any balance on the year’s accounts 
which Parliament determines shall be devoted to pay- 
ing off debt. The reduction of debt was arrested by 
the Boer War, but by 1914 it was brought down to 
£708,000,000, only to increase enormously owing to the 
vast cost of the Great War, and to the large sums lent 
to allied powers, the Dominions, etc. Calculation of 



350 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


Chapter the exact amount is difficult, hut the Treasury version 
gives the National Debt as £7,800,565,000 on March 31, 
1935, a reduction since March 31, 1934, of £21,733,060. 
It is now classified as (1) permanent funded debt, the 
result of Goschen’s conversion scheme, which created 
2| per cent consols; (2) terminable annuities; and (3) 
short-term unfunded debt. In addition to the sinking 
funds already referred to, there are a niunber of specific 
sinking funds, but provision for these has not been 
regularly maiatained of late years.^ Moreover, pay- 
ment for death duties may be made in securities under 
the War Loan Act, 1919. A National Debt Redemption 
Fund was created by a private donor of £500,000 in 1 927 
with a. view to the accumulation of a sum to relieve 
posterity; it has received singularly little encourage- 
ment since. The management of the National Debt for 
the Government is undertaken by the National Debt 
Office,^ which is under the control of Co m m i ssioners, 
high officers of State, including the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, who virtually exercises control, and 
the Governor and Deputy-Governor of the Bank of 
England. 

12. Defence, 

The question of defence is rendered supremely 
difficult for the United Kingdom because, while the 
Dominions are concerned only with their own defence, 
the British Govermnent regards itself stiU as bound to 
make provision for the defence from foreign aggression 
of the whole of the Empire. Primarily reKance used 

1 Cf. Mr N. Charaberlain, House of Commons, April 15, 1935. 

® EstabHshed under 26 Geo, III. c. 31. Tbe Public Works Loan Board, 
created in 1817 to advance money to local authorities, is also independent 
of tbe Treasury, but acts under general rules laid down by it. 
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to be placed on tbe employment of tbe British navy, Chapter 

which in peace-time served also the valuable function L 

of displaying the British flag abroad. Even now, 
despite the rise to importance of the air arm, the 
supremacy of the navy is not yet obsolete. The army 
is charged with the duties of providing and maintain- 
ing garrisons both in the United Kingdom and in the 
network of Imperial military stations, which, in con- 
junction with the fleet, provide for effective defence, 
and of which India makes by far the greatest numerical 
drain on British resources; at the same time it is 
required to provide a small, but mobile and highly 
quahfied expeditionary force which can be sent abroad 
if hostilities break out, while it must be so organised as 
to allow of effective expansion with the least delay in the 
event of a great European conflagration. The Air Force 
is not merely essential for home defence and reprisals 
against attack by a hostile power, but it has proved 
possible in places such as Iraq, Somaliland, the Sudan, 
or the North-West Frontier of India, to maintain 
order at less cost in men and money than when 
infantry are employed. The problem of Imperial de- 
fence has been vitally affected by the restrictions 
placed on German armaments by the Treaty of Peace, 
now abrogated, and by the limitation of naval arma- 
ments in certain respects by the Treaties of Washing- 
ton and of London, while the readiness of the Imperial 
Government to consider limitations of air forces by 
convention has been expressed. 

The Bill of Bights expressly declares that the main- 
tenance of a standing army in time of peace without 
the consent of Parliament is illegal; the old feudal 
and national forces have been obsolete since the Civil 
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War; moreover, the common law does not recognise 
any power to maintain discipline in an illegal force, 
and the Crown has no funds with which to pay an 
army. The maintenance of troops, therefore, involves 
annual application to Parhament for a code of rules, 
the Army and Air Force (Annual) Act, for authority to 
maintain a specific number of men, and for funds to 
pay them. The number specified cannot be exceeded, 
but the forces detached from the British army and 
serving in India are not included, and, though they 
could not be employed in the United Kingdom without 
statutory sanction, they can be used elsewhere.^ But 
under Section 22 of the Government of India Act, 
the revenues of India could not be employed, save in 
urgent necessity, on military operations beyond the 
frontier save with the assent of Parliament, so that 
when such forces were used Parliament must find the 
money or authorise it being found by India, and under 
the new federal system the rule will apply. Save during 
the war of 1914-18 enlistment was, and is, voluntary; 
an officer holds during pleasure, but may not resign 
his commission without sanction;® a soldier enlists for 
a definite period, but may sooner be discharged by the 
Crown, or permitted to purchase his discharge. He 
serves for a time in the active army, then completes 
his service in the army reserve. In 1934 there were at 
home 110,089, in India 57,565, Bermuda and Jamaica 
1070, Gibraltar 2608, Malta 3276, Egypt 10,001, 
Sudan 1686, Palestine 1967, Malaya 2322, China 7472, 
other stations 779. The reserve numbered 124,500, 

^ See below, Cbap. XI. s. 15. 

® Owwingf, 'Bx ^arte (1887), 19 Q.BJ[>. 13 (nayal officer); Vertue v. 
Lord Clwe (1769), 4 Burr. 2472; v, GhurcUU, [1892] 2 Q.B, 144. 
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witli a supplementary reserve of skilled workers, 17,500. Chapter 
The Air F orce, wliick was essentially as an independent 
body a creation of tbe war, is subject under the Air 
Force Act in essentials to the same position as the 
military forces of the Crown. Units are maintained in 
India, Iraq, Egypt, Palestine and Trans-Jordan, Aden, 
and Singapore; part serves as the fleet air arm. Behind 
the small regular army with its multifarious duties, 
there is the Territorial Army, in 1934 136,000, also 
voluntarily recruited, but unhke the pre-war militia or 
volunteers, imdertakmg obligation for foreign service 
in the event of war. Reserves provide for immediate 
expansion of the army on the outbreak of war, but 
only on a modest scale. 

The naval forces have never been the object of 
jealousy, and impressment of seafaring men tmder 
common law was permitted and formerly practised.^ 

But for funds annual apphcation is needed to Par- 
hament, while discipline is provided for by Naval 
Disciphne Acts. There is a Home fleet and fleets in 
the Mediterranean, China, America and West Indies, 

East Indies, and Africa; reserves are supphed by the 
Royal Naval Reserve and Volunteer Reserve. The 
cost for 1935-6 is estimated at £62,915,380. 

Both soldiers and sailors are subjected to a more 
elaborate code of law than civilians; the criminal law 
is applicable to them wherever they are serving, and 
can be administered by courts-martial, though not so 
as to oust the jurisdiction of the civil courts.* They 

^ Broadfoofs Case (1743), Foster, 154. 

® The gravest crimes (treason, murder, manslaughter, rape) can in 
the United Kingdom only be tried by a civil court; overseas they can 
be tried on active service or the nearest city for trial is over a hundred 
miles away. 


2a 
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are subject also to pains and penalties peculiar to 
themselves, and administered by courts-martial. The 
civil courts, however, have power to control these 
courts if they attempt to deal with civilians, or if they 
deal with persons subject to military law;, but exceed 
their jurisdiction, or fail to observe the due forms.^ 
On the other hand, even if the courts, when they have 
jurisdiction, act on accusations made without reason- 
able ground or even maliciously, no redress against 
those responsible can be given by civil courts.® To 
prevent miscarriages of justice, military and air force 
judgments by courts-martial fall to be confirmed 
before execution and are scrutinised by the Judge- 
Advocate-General and his assistants on this score. 
In the case of the navy, the Lords of the Admir- 
alty may disapprove acquittals ® and mitigate punish- 
ments. 

The control of the forces is ultimately vested in 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the Army 
Council, and the Air Cotmcil, aU bodies constructed 
on the basis of having at their heads a minister 
responsible finally to Parhament, and technical ad- 
visers, combative and civil, though the exact nature 
of the functions of these members and the personnel 
have been frequently varied of late. The Army 

^ Cf. EeMon v. Evam (1919), 36 T.L.B. 642; Wardm^* JSaiUp (1811), 
4 Taimt. 67. The court will not interfere because evidence is wrongly 
rejected or law misinterpreted: R. v. Murphy, [1921] 2 LB. 190* 

* See Dawhins v. Lord Rohehy (1875), L.E. 7 HX. 744* Fraser v. 
Hamilton (1917), 33 TX.B. 431; Fraser v. Balfour (1919), 34 TX.B. 
(H.L.) 602; Sutton v. JohnStcme (1786), 1 T.R. 641. 

* As in the case of Bear-Admiral Bailey and Captain Tower, see House 
of Commons Debates; March 21, 1935. Precedents of 1862 and 1893 
approved by Lord Palmerston and Mr Asquith were adduced by Sir B. 
Eyres-Monsell. 
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Council comprises the Secretary of State, the Parlia- Chapte* 
mentary Under-Secretary, the Chief of the Imperial 
General Staff, Adjutant-General, Quartermaster- 
General, Master-General of the Ordnance, Pinancial 
Secretary, and the Permanent Under-Secretary, who 
is Secretary of the Council. The Air Council includes 
the Secretary of State, the Under-Secretary, Chief 
of the Air Staff, Air Member for Personnel, Air 
Member for Supply and Eesearch, and, since 1935, 

Air Member for Organisation, and the Secretary of 
the Council. The obvious advantages^ of creating a 
single ministry of defence, with subordinate ministers 
for the three branches of the service, has been recog- 
nised, but the jealousies of the different arms renders 
the task a very difficult one. Efforts to suppress the 
individuality of the air service have been frustrated, 
though, when either military or naval operations are 
being undertaken, the air service is to act in sub- 
ordination. In defence from aircraft it is to be the 
primary arm and to be aided by the sister services, and 
in attacks on enemy harbours or inland towns or in 
commerce protection the arms are to co-operate. It is 
in special the business of the Committee of Imperial 
Defence and its sub-conunittees to endeavour to 
secure that the funds of the country are not — as is 
sometimes the case — ^needlessly expended in duplica- 
tion of defence, and in competition among the services 
for njen and material. 

The strength and expenditure on the army and naval 
and air forces^ are inevitably decided in the ultimate 

^ Cf. House of Lords Debates, May 15, 1935. 

* In 1935 considerable increases in defence expenditure were an- 
liounced as essential in order to induce respect in Europe for British 
capacity to act as a factor in securing peace. See Farh Faj^, Cmd. 4827. 
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issue by tbe Cabinet, after they have given the fullest 
consideration to tbe views urged by tbe tecbnical mem- 
bers of tbe boards in every case. These members are 
under no obbgation to surrender tbeir views to those 
of their Parbamentary chief, and when overruled they 
are entitled to remaia in ofl&ce and carry out the govern- 
mental programme without loss of honour, though, of 
course, they may feel it incumbent on them to resign if 
reductions of excessive amount are ordered, but this 
contretemps is extremely rare; an officer who feels dis- 
satisfied can usually arrange to be allocated to some 
other work, relieving him of any responsibility for 
general preparations. Ever-increasing importance has 
been laid recently on the work of the War Staffs in each 
department in preparing schemes for effective offensive 
and defensive in war. 

Since 1923 the rule has been laid down regarding the 
Imperial Defence Committee that, while the Committee 
continues to consist of the Prime Minister and such 
persons as he thinks fit to summon, membership should 
normally be enjoyed by the Secretaries of State for 
War, Air, Foreign Affairs, the Domirdons,the Colonies, 
and India, the First Lord of the Adnakalty, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer or the Financial Secre- 
tary to the Treasury, the three Chiefs of Staff, and 
the Permanent Secretary to the Treasury, while other 
British or Dominion ministers or officials or experts 
noight be summoned as the occasion demanded, and a 
Chahman might as deputy of the Prime Minister be 

The total was: Army, £35,267,000; Navy, £50,542,000; Air Force, 
£20,245,000, On May 22 the Government intimated that in two years 
the air force would, be increased from 1020 to 2000 machines (1500 
for home defence), involving an addition of 22,500 men and much 
expenditure. 
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a permanent member.^ The Prime Minister reports to Chapter 
the Cabinet tbe recommendations of tbe Committee, 
interprets to tbe departments tbe decisions of tbe 
Cabinet, and, aided by tbe Chiefs of Staff, keeps the 
defence situation as a whole constantly under review so 
as to ensure that defence preparations and plans and 
tbe expenditure thereupon are co-ordinated and franaed 
to meet policy, that full information as to tbe changing 
naval, mibtary, and air situation shall always be avail- 
able to tbe Committee, and that resolutions for the 
requisite action thereupon may be submitted for its 
consideration. In addition to their functions as advisers 
to their own Boards or Council, the three Chiefs of 
Staff are made individually and collectively responsible 
for advising on defence poHcy as a whole, the three 
constituting, as it were, the super-chief of a War Staff 
in Commission, and meeting together to discuss ques- 
tions which affect their joint responsibihties. Questions 
relating to the co-ordination of expenditure may be 
considered by the Committee on reference by the 
Cabinet, and the Committee will consider such ques- 
tions in the hght of the general defence pohcy of the 
Grovernment, and the strategical plans drawn up to 
give effect to the pohcy in time of war.® 


13. TAe Judicature and the laws 

Since 1881, under the Judicature Acts of 1873 and 
1875, consoHdated in 1925, the Supreme Court of 
Judicature has consisted of a High Court of Justice, 

^ This project was not adopted in 1923-35. It has been suggested 
as an alternative to a single Minister of Defence, 

2 See Pari Pap. Cmd. 1938, 
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Chapter with original civil and criminal jurisdiction and appel- 
late jurisdiction from inferior courts, and the Court 
of Appeal with appellate jurisdiction from the High 
Court, and in certain classes of cases from inferior 
courts, expecially the County Courts. The High Court 
is divided into three divisions. King’s Bench, in which 
are merged the old Exchequer and Conamon Pleas, 
Chancery, and Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty, hut 
law is no longer different according to the court in 
which it is administered; statutory provisions define 
which body of law is to prevail in certain cases, and 
generally equity supersedes common law in case of 
conflict. The Lord Chancellor presides in the Chancery 
division with six judges, the Lord Chief- Justice in the 
King’s Bench with nineteen judges, and a President in 
the small division of Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty 
with two judges. The Court of Appeal consists of the 
Master of the Rolls and five Lords Justices. All puisne 
judges of the High Court are appointed on the Chan- 
cellor’s recommendation by the Crown by letters patent, 
and hold office for life during good behaviour, subject 
to removal on addresses from both houses of Parhament 
to the Crown. Commissioners representing the High 
Court go on circuit for civil and criminal business. 

Inferior civil jurisdiction, gradually extended of 
recent years, is exercised by Cotmty Court judges sub- 
ject to appeal to the Court of Appeal. Inferior criminal 
jurisdiction is exercised in the counties by justices of 
the peace, at least two in number at petty sessions in 
minor cases, an appeal by way of re-hearing lying to the 
justices at Quarter-Sessions, or by a stated case to the 
High Court; in certain small offences one justice acts. 
More serious cases are dealt with by Quarter-Sessions, 
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wliere offences are tried "with, a jury on indictment, Chapter 
subject to appeal by case stated to the High. Court. JL. 
In boroughs of importance Quarter-Sessions are held 
by a Eecorder, a paid magistrate, while in London 
stipendiary magistrates exercise a jurisdiction ana- 
logous to that of petty sessions, and so in less degree 
elsewhere. These magistrates are appointed by and can 
be removed by the Crown on the advice of the Home 
Secretary, while justices of the peace are appointed and 
removed on the advice of the Lord Chancellor, who 
consults the Lords-Lieutenant of the counties, who in 
turn consult advisory committees in order to secure a 
fair distribution. But the more important criminal cases 
must be tried before a Commissioner or a judge of the 
High Court. Originally no appeal was allowed from 
criminal cases decided by the verdict of a jury, but 
appeal now lies to a Court of Criminal Appeal, both as 
regards conviction and sentence, on certain conditions. 

The comts of Northern Ireland, as regards superior 
jurisdiction, resemble those of England. In Scotland 
the supreme original and appellate civil jurisdiction 
belongs to the Court of Session, whose Outer and Inner 
Houses correspond roughly to the High Court and 
Court of Appeal; criminal jurisdiction rests with the 
High Court of Justiciary. Inferior criminal and civil 
jurisdiction is exercised by the Sheriffs Principal and 
Substitute, and there are minor courts of justices of the 
peace. The judges are appointed by the Crown on the 
recommendation of the Lord Advocate, and hold ofS.ce 
on the same tenure as m England; the position of the 
Sheriffs is analogous, but the removal may be more 
simply effected. 

As a final Court of Appeal from the English Court of 
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Chapter Appeal and the Court of Session, and from the Irish 
Court of Appeal for Northern Ireland, there is the 
House of Lords, which, when sitting for judicial busi- 
ness, must contain at least three Lords of Appeal. This 
definition covers the Lord Chancellor, the seven Lords 
of Appeal in Ordinary, and any peer who has held high 
judicial oJfice, i.e. the Lord Chancellorship of Creat 
Britain or Ireland or a judgeship. The proceedings are 
part of the ordinary business of the House; the decision 
is based on a motion, and dissenting views are there- 
fore expressed; it takes the form of an order, while the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council must pro- 
nounce a single opinion, which takes the form of advice 
to the Crown, carried into effect by an Order in Council- 
The House of Lords is bound by its own decisions,^ and 
these are binding on all lower courts, as are the judg- 
ments of the Court of Appeal. The House has normally 
no appellate criminal jurisdiction, but an appeal hes 
from the Court of Criminal Appeal on the granting of 
permission by the Attorney-General only; such per- 
mission has only in 1919 and 1935 been accorded.* It 
possesses, however, jurisdiction in all cases of treason 
and felony over peers; in session it is presided over by 
the Lord High Steward, appointed p-o hm vice by the 
Crown, and all the peers who attend are judges; out of 

^ London Street Tramways Co. v. London County Council ^ [1898] A.C. 
375. Contrast for the Privy Coimcirs right to review a decision, Trans- 
ferred Civil Servants {Ireland) Compensation, In re, [1929] A.C. 242. 

® Both cases of murder, the first involving the question of the effect 
of intoxication on criminal intent, the second the onus of proof. The 
Court of Appeal’s views on criminal law do not bind the Court of Criminal 
Appeal: see B. v. Denyer, [1926] 2 K.B, 258 (C.C.A.), and Hardie and 
Lane v. Chilton (Ko. 2), [1928] 2 K.B. 306; Hewart, L.C. J. 20 Cr. App. 
Bep. at pp. 185, 186. For divergence of view with the Privy Council see 
Keith, Jowm. Comp. Leg. xvi. 133, 134. 
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session he presides as judge, settles all points of law, Chapter 
and the other peers act as jurors. 

In certain classes of cases issues which are of a 
technical character are disposed of by speciahsed 
courts of law. Thus appeals against Inland Eeveuue 
valuations are heard by referees appointed by the 
Lord Chief Justice, the Master of the Rolls, and the 
President of the Surveyors’ Institution, and disputes 
as to compensation for land compulsorily acquired by 
a public authority are determined by an arbitrator 
appointed by these authorities. Questions afiecting 
railways and canals were dealt with from 1854 to 1873 
by the Court of Common Pleas, but it was found more 
satisfactory to have a court with technical qualifica- 
tions, and the present Railway and Canal Commission 
is composed of a High Court judge and two experts 
chosen by the Home Secretary; the court deals with 
questions of facilities and through traffic, and more 
recently with questions of working facilities in mines 
and important questions affecting amalgamations. 

Appeal hes from its decisions only on points of law to 
the Court of Appeal. Questions of railway rates are 
assigned to the Railway Rates Tribunal, consisting of 
three experts, one appointed by the Lord Chancellor, 
one by the Board of Trade, and one by the Ministry 
of Transport. Appeal lies on points of law to the Court 
of Appeal. Income-tax appeals are dealt with by the 
Special Commissioners, appointed by the Treasury, 
who are Government officials, but they can be re- 
quired to state a point of law for the opinion of the 
Hig h Court, and stand in high repute for competence 
and impartiality. The Treasury appoints also the 
Board of Referees to whom certain income-tax points 
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Chapter go; they are professional and business men sitting 
_L_ under a King’s Counsel. The Chief Registrar of Friendly 
Societies is given a considerable number of judicial 
functions and may order the dissolution of a society. 

The law of England and Wales is the common law, 
i.e. the system evolved by the judges of the King’s 
Courts from the cordict of local custom, as deeply and 
radically modified by statute, and regulations made 
under statute, and by judicial interpretation. Scot- 
land stands in Hke case, but its common law difiers 
greatly from that of England, being far more deeply 
affected by the civil law; there has been a substantial 
assimilation of the law of contract, of torts, and 
criminal law, while there are many differences as 
regards the law of real and personal property, testa- 
mentary law, intestate succession, and matrimorual 
relations, especially on the constitution of marriage 
and divorce. Northern Ireland has the Eng li s h com- 
mon law deeply modified by statute, but otherwise 
closely in accord with Enghsh law. 



CHAPTEE II 


NOETHEEN lEELAND, THE CHANNEL ISLANDS, AND 
THE ISLE OE MAN 

1. Northern Ireland 

Noetheen Ieeland, the Channel Islands, and the Chapter 
Isle of Man, each with distinctive constitutional — 1 
features of its own, agree in being subject to the un- 
disputed legislative supremacy of the Imperial Parlia- 
ment within such limits as it chooses to impose on its 
own activity in regard to them. Northern Ireland, 
however, stands in a much more immediate relation 
to that Parliament than the island territories, whose 
insignificance in any material sense renders it a matter 
of indifference that they should exercise a considerable 
measure of independence. 

Northern Ireland owes its existence to the G-ovem- 
ment of Ireland Act, 1920,^ the effect of which, as 
regards that territory, has been preserved intact 
under the arrangements for the creation of the Irish 
Free State, as a result of the decision of the Northern 
Parliament to remain in close connection with the 
Imperial Parliament in heu of falling under the 
supreme control of the Free State. The Parliament 
of Northern Ireland is essentially a subordinate legis- 

^ See also the Irish Free State (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1922; 
the Ireland (Confirmation of Agreement) Act, 1925; the Northern Ireland 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Acts, 1928 and 1932- 

363 
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lature, and stands in no true federal relation to that of 
the United Kingdom, for the latter retains undimin- 
ished its authority over Northern Ireland, and in so 
far as it refrains from legislating on matters within the 
province of the local Parhament, it does so in virtue 
merely of a constitutional understanding that it is 
idle to create a legislature and then interfere with 
it. But the power to override is clear, and no Imperial 
Act can he questioned because it infringes directly or 
indirectly a topic dealt with by Irish legislation. 

The power of legislation of the Northern Parlia- 
ment is strictly hmited both in area and subject matter. 
It can deal only with matters relating exclusively to 
the area allotted to it, the counties of Antrim, Armagh, 
Down, Fermanagh, Londonderry, and Tyrone, and the 
boroughs of Belfast and Londonderry, or some portion 
thereof. It may not legislate regarding (1) the Crown, 
the succession, the regency. Crown property, or the 
Governor, save as regards the exercise of his executive 
power in relation to Irish services; (2) peace or war or 
matters arising from a state of war, or the observance 
of neutrality; (3) naval, military, or air forces of any 
kind; (4) treaties, relations with foreign States or 
other parts of the King’s dominions, extradition, and 
fugitive offenders rendition; (6) titles of honour; (6) 
treason, naturalisation, alienage, aliens as such, or 
domicile; (7) foreign trade, export boimties, naviga- 
tion, and quarantine; (8) submarine cables; (9) wireless 
telegraphy; (10) aerial navigation; (11) hghthouses, 
buoys, or beacons; (12) coinage, negotiable iustru- 
ments, legal tender, and weights and measures; (13) 
trade marks, designs, cop37rights, or patents; and (14) 
temporarily certain reserved matters. The severity of 



NORTHERN IRELAND 


36s 


these restrictions is a little modified bj the rule that Chapter 
the Parliament may indirectly affect foreign trade by 
powers of taxation generally, or by measures to ex- 
clude contagious disease, or regulate harbours and 
inland waters; it may regulate booMng of cinemato- 
graph film s. The most drastic prohibition is imposed 
on any legislation endowing religion, hindering its 
free exercise, giving preference or imposing dis- 
abihties in regard of religious belief or status, affecting 
prejudicially the right of education without receiving 
religious instruction, interfering with religious pro- 
perty, or taking any property whatever without com- 
pei^ation. The Parliament may repeal Imperial Acts 
and regulations dealing with topics not excluded from 
its scope, if passed before it came into being, but 
not such enactments passed thereafter. The finan- 
cial legislation of the Parliament is limited by the 
exclusion of customs duties, excise, profits tax, and 
save to a hmited extent income tax, and elaborate 
arrangements were made for the determination by a 
Joint Exchequer Board of the Irish share of the 
revenues reserved and for the payment of a contribu- 
tion to Imperial expenditure by Northern Ireland. 

In fact the Colwyn Committee advised the adoption 
of a principle which has relieved Northern Ireland 
from any substantial payment.^ There are also ex- 
cluded postal services, post office and trustee savings 
banks, designs of stamps, deed registration and public 
records, while to the Council of Ireland were reserved 
private Bill legislation for matters affecting both parts 
of Ireland, fisheries, contagious diseases of a,nima,1s , 

^ Qnekett, Constitution of Northern Ireland^ i. 48-60; Pari. Pap. Cmd. 

2389. 
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Chapter and railways common to both, parts of the country. 
The Council, proposed as a means of furthering Irish 
unity, was to be composed of a President, nominated 
by the Lord-Lieutenant, and forty members, twenty 
for each part of Ireland, those from Northern Ireland 
being elected by the two houses of Parhament, to the 
number of seven and thirteen respectively. The 
Council, however, never became operative, and the 
powers mentioned passed in 1925 to Northern Ireland. 
Land purchase remaiued within Imperial control. 

The executive powers of Northern Ireland are co- 
extensive with the legislative powers, and are vested 
in the Bliag, who may delegate them to the Lord- 
Lieutenant, for whom, under the legislation of 1922, 
a Governor is substituted, or other officer. In the 
exercise of his powers the Governor acts on the advice 
of ministers, whether heads of departments or not, 
constituting an Executive Committee of the Privy 
Council for Northern Ireland. No minister can retain 
that position for more than six months uidess he be- 
comes a member of Parhament. The position of the 
Governor as regards the executive government is ana- 
logous to that of the Crown in the United Kingdom. 
He has a conditional delegation of the prerogative of 
mercy under Instructions, December 9, 1922. 

In his capacity as part of the legislature the Gover- 
nor summons, prorogues, and dissolves Parhament, 
subject to the rule of annual Parliaments, and a maxi- 
mum duration of five years for the House of Com- 
mons. In regard to Bills he is under the obhgation 
of giving or withholding assent according to his in- 
dructions from the Imperial Government,^ and, if so 

^ Represented by the Secretary of State for Home Affairs. 
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instnicted, lie must reserve any Bill, wMcL. will then Chapter 
lapse, unless assented to within a year. The control 
over legislation thus given is analogous to that exer- 
cised in Canada by the Dominion over the provinces, 
and is intended to be efiectual. In other cases the Gov- 
ernor will clearly have no discretion save to assent.^ 

The Senate is composed of the Lord Mayor of Belfast, 
and the Mayor of Londonderry ex officio, and twenty- 
foui Senators elected by the House of Commons, on 
the principle of proportional representation with the 
single transferable vote. Elected senators hold ofldce 
for eight years, one-half retiring every fourth year, and 
casual vacancies are filled by election. The House of 
Commons consists of fifby-two members, the franchise 
being as in the United Eingdom, the elections until 
1929 were by the system of proportional representa- 
tion; now that applies only to the four members of the 
University constituency; the other members are chosen 
in single-member constituencies. Ministers may speak 
in either House, but must vote only in the House of 
which they are members, and provision is made to obvi- 
ate the necessity of re-election on acceptance of office. 

Peers are ehgible for election to either House, and en- 
joythe franchise. A seven years’ residential qualification 
is now enacted. The privileges of members are as in the 
United E ingdom House of Commons. 

The relations of the two Houses require taxation and 
revenue BiUs, which must be recommended by the 
Governor, to originate in the Lower House; the Upper 
House may not amend such Bills or any Bill so as to 
impose increased charges on the people, but any Bill 

^ His assent is written and kept with the Bill, not as in the Dominions 
written on the Bill. It is notified by a minister to either House. 
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Chapter appropriating moneys for the ordinary annual services 
of the Government shall deal with that subject only, 
an attempt to avoid tacking. If the Lower House pass 
a BiU, and it is not accepted by the Senate, then on 
the Bill being passed in the subsequent session, a joint 
session may be held, at which the BiU may be passed 
by a majority of votes of the members present; in the 
case of a tax or appropriation Bill the sitting may be 
held during the same session. This procedure has not 
yet been employed. 

The judicial arrangements include a Supreme Court 
of Judicature, consisting of the High Court and the 
Court of Appeal, to which a Court of Criminal Appeal 
was added by the Criminal Appeal (Northern Ireland) 
Act, 1930. The Act of 1920 provided an appeal to a 
High Court of Appeal for Ireland as a whole, whence 
appeals might be taken to the House of Lords, but this 
court has disappeared under the Act of 1922, and ap- 
peals go direct to the House of Lords. The constitu- 
tionality of any legislation might also be referred to the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council for a binding 
decision. 

2. The Channel Ishnds 

The Crown stands to the Channel Islands in a some- 
what abnormal position, the result of the historical 
coimection with the Crown as possessions of the Duke 
of Normandy, which remained loyal when Normandy 
itseK passed away. The Crown is represented in the 
Governments of Jersey and Guernsey by Lieutenant- 
Governors, who are responsible to the War ^ and Home 

^ Tlie Secretary of State for War submits the name to the Eong with 
Home OfiSlce concurrence; the Home Office later submits the warrant for 
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Offices in respect of tlieir exercise of their executive Chapter 
functions, and who possess the right of assenting to or 
vetoing legislation. These officers control the executive, 
but the powers of the administration are limited by 
the existence of legislative and judicial institutions of 
equal age and imperfection. 

No legislation, temporary or permanent, may be 
passed save by the Assembly of the States in Jersey. 

This body includes as Crown nominees the Lieutenant- 
Governor with power of veto, but no vote; the Bailifi, 
who presides, with a casting vote only; the Attomey- 
and Solicitor-General, who may speak but not vote; 
and the Visconte, who is in effect Sherifi and Coroner, 
and who may neither speak nor vote. There are also 
the members of the Royal Court, twelve jurats elected 
for life, natives of the island with property worth £720, 
and the States, namely twelve rectors holding their 
positions for life; twelve constables elected by the prin- 
cipal parishioners for three years; and fourteen mem- 
bers elected triennially, three for St. Helier, and one 
for each other parish, the ftanchise being extended to 
women. The powers of the legislature are limited; 
permanent legislation requires the assent of the Crown 
in Cormcil, though provisional ordinances may be made 
for local or temporary purposes; these fall into abey- 
ance unless renewed in three years. Either form of 
legislation is subject to the Lieutenant-Governor’s veto 
if it may afiect Crown interests or the royal preroga- 
tive, and in any case is subject to the Bailiff’s dissent; 
in the latter case it cannot have effect unless approved 
by the King in Council. Taxation requires, save for 

the civil appointment, and it is through it that the King exercises the 
prerogative of mercy, and makes ecclesiastical appointments. 

2b 
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Chapter llIge^t aeeds, the assent of the Crown in Council, while 
the hereditary revenues of the Crown are still under 
its control, and are used to defray expenses of the 
official Government. Duties on wines and spirits are 
provided for, the proceeds being allocated to local 
purposes. 

The power of the Crown to legislate by Order in 
Council for the territory is disputed; it is claimed that 
no Order in Council is valid unless it is registered by 
the Royal Court, which may refuse registration if its 
terms infringe the ancient privileges of the islands, and 
that to legislate without the concurrence of the Straits 
is such an infringement.’- The matter has been left 
undecided by the Privy Council; a similar claim as re- 
gards Parliament is ludicrous;* though it is the practice 
to send Acts applying to the islands to the court for 
registration, this afiects in no wise their validity. 

The judiciary consists of the Bailiff appointed by the 
Crown, a paid official and twelve unpaid jurats, who 
hold office for life, and need have no legal qualifica- 
tions, though they have an equal voice in all decisions, 
the Bailiff in theory having none save when there is 
disagreement. He sits with two or three in first instance, 
with seven in appeals. 

The constitution of Guernsey, which includes Herm 
and Jethou as integral parts, is still more complicated. 
The Royal Court, constituted as in Jersey, may enact 
Ordonnances,for the better enforcement of the existing 
law, and suggest legislation for the States. This body 

^ Cf. Jersey States, Be (1863), 9 Moo.P.C. 186; Guernsey States Petition, 
Be (1861), 14 M 00 .P.C. 368, 

® Keith, Constitutional History of First British Empire, pp* 382, 383. 
Legislation as to extradition, fugitive offend:ers, nationality,, air naviga- 
tion, merchant shipping, etc., is applied. 
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consists of the Etats d’Election, comprising the BailiS ciiapter 
and jurats, the rectors of eight parishes, 180 parish 
councillors, elected by the ratepayers for life from ex- 
constables, and twenty constables elected for three 
years. These bodies, the councillors being represented 
by deputies, six for the town and nine for the country 
parishes, and eighteen directly elected members, make 
up the Etats de D4hberation, which may accept or 
reject proposals of the Royal Court or Chefs Plaids 
and tax within limits; taxation above these limits and 
legislation need the assent of the Crown in Council. 

The Royal Court,^ in addition to jurisdiction in Guern- 
sey, acts as an appellate tribunal from the Royal Court 
of Alderney, which has also local States. But the States 
of Guernsey can legislate for Alderney, and for Sark, 
subject to royal allowance. 

Sark is a feudal seignory;® its. constitution provides 
for States constituted of holders by tenure and election; 
it has a court of limited jurisdiction; important matters 
fall to the Royal Court of Guernsey. From both Jersey 
and Guernsey appeal Kes to the Crown in Council. The 
Courts and the States use old French in their proceed- 
ings, though English may be used in the States, and 
the law of the Channel Islands is so largely based on 
the old law of Normandy that lawyers study in the 
school of Caen. 

Local militia, recruited as a rule voluntarily, are 
maintained at local expense, while the Imperial Gov- 
ernment defrays the cost of the Imperial forces and 

^ In murder trials as many as eleven jurats may sit with the Bailiff, 
as in April 1935 (trial of Mrs de la Mare). 

* The holder has a veto on legislation, but this may be overruled by 
the States of Guernsey. 
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Chapter tlie fortifications.^ Ecclesiastically tlie islands fall 
witliin tlie diocese of Wincliester and Have been brought 
within the operation of legislation by the Church 
Assembly.® Tenacious of their local rights and tradi- 
tions, the islanders are deeply attached to the British 
Crown, since under it they can retain the local privi- 
leges they value, while as parts of France these peculi- 
arities would have been eradicated. 


3. The Isle of Man 

The Isle of Man from 1406 until 1765 was held of the 
Crown first by the House of Stardey, and then by the 
Dukes of AthoU; in that year the feudal rights of gov- 
ernment were surrendered, and the Crown assumed 
direct control. In 1829 the outstanding manorial rights 
and ecclesiastical patronage were purchased by the 
Crown. The executive government is exercised by a 
Lieutenant-Governor, acting under the Home Office, 
who has control of the police and prison departments 
and of the local militia. The whole control of ct^toms, 
legislative® and executive, rests with the Imperial 
Parliament and Government; the surplus revenue after 
meeting the expenses of government, and a contribu- 
tion (£10,000) to the Imperial Exchequer, is at the 

^ In 1923 the islands were vainly invited to contribute small annual 
sums to the Imperial Exchequer, in view of the war debt. For the Isle 
of Man contribution see FarL Pap, Cmd. 1331; in all £750,000 was paid 
by 1933“4 in final discharge. 

* Church Measure 21 & 22 Geo. V. Ho. 4. 

’ * Other legislation is rare, but may be passed in emergency, as was 
the Isle of Man (War Legislation) Act, 1914 (4 & 5 Geo, V. c. 62). The 
local legislature has a limited power of imposing customs, subject to 
confirmation by Parliament. Legislation is submitted through the Home 
Secretary for the approval of the King in Council; it is then promulgated 
on the Tynwald Hil| in English and Manx. 



THE ISLE OF MAN 


373 


disposal of the Court of Tynwald, which constitutes the Chapter 
legislature of the island. This body consists of two 
houses besides the Lieutenant-G-overnor; the Legisla- 
tive Council, under a reform of 1919, is composed of the 
Bishop, the Attorney-General, the first and second 
D.eemsters, four members elected by the House of Keys 
and two nominated by the Governor, the latter classes 
holding ofi&ce for four years. Any person so elected or 
nominated must be at least twenty-one years of age, 
and resident in the island; a nominated member must 
not be in receipt of a salary from the Imperial or Insular 
Government. Any member of the Council, if authorised 
by the Governor, may appear before the House of Keys 
when a Government measure is to be discussed, in 
order to explain its terms. The Lower House consists 
of twenty-four members elected, sixteen for the six 
sheadings, fi.ve for Douglas, and one each for the other 
three towns, on adult franchise. Women are eligible 
as members or voters, and the normal duration of the 
House is five years, but it may be dissolved earlier by 
the Governor. 

The island has its own peculiar laws.^ Under legis- 
lation of 1921 the chief criminal courts are the Court 
of General Gaol Delivery and the Court of Criminal 
Appeal, consisting of one and three judg^ of the 
High Court of Justice respectively. The Deemsters hold 
weekly courts of cruninal jurisdiction. Civil jurisdiction 
is exercised by the High Court with appeal to the Staff 
of Government. Appeal lies to the Crown in Council, 
and the writ of habeas corpus runs in the island.® 

^ Its land tenure is based on Horse custom; cf . Farrant, Ldw Qwarterly 
Review, xxxv. 239 ff , 

* The Home Secretary is responsible for the use of the prerogatiwe 
and the appointment of the Judges and Attorney-General. 
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THE lEISH PBEE STATE 

Chapter The aspirations of a majority of the Irish people for 
the severance of the relations with Great Britain estab- 
lished by the Act of Union seemed for a time to have 
received fruition in the Government of Ireland Act, 
1914. But the outbreak of war, which prevented the 
application of that Act in any form, was followed by 
an intensification of separatist feeling, which, after a 
prolonged and embittered conflict and various efforts 
at settlement, resulted m the Treaty of December 6, 
1921, the fundamental principle of which is the con- 
cession to Ireland of the same constitutional position 
in the Empire as Canada, the Commonwealth of 
Australia, New Zealand, and the Union of South Africa 
and the establishment of the rule that the relation of 
the Free State to the Imperial Parhament and Govern- 
ment shall, when not otherwise expressly provided, be 
that of the Dominion of Canada. The Free State, there- 
fore, is essentially a Dominion in pomt of status, but 
the proximity of Ireland to Britain, taken in conjunc- 
tion writh the history of the relations of the countries, 
has resulted in the creation of a constitution of a special 
type and in some variation of the normal relations 
existing between a Dominion and Great Britain. More- 
over, by the terms of the treaty, the northern portion 
of Ireland, as has been seen, exists as part of the United 
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Kingdom,^ wholly detached from the control of the cshapteo: 
Irish Free State. 

The Free State constitution * was enacted subject to 
one paramount principle,® that, so far' as it or any law 
passed under it was repugnant to the Treaty of 1921, 
it should be void and inoperative, but this restriction 
disappeared in 1933. The constitution is marked by 
the effort to innovate, especially in the direction of 
enunciating fundamental rights and of rendering re- 
sponsible government statutory, so as to eliminate any 
power of independent action by the representative of 
the Crown. The rights asserted include the co-equal 
membership of the State in the British Commonwealth 
of Nations, and the derivation of all powers of govern- 
ment and authority from the people, to be exercised 
in accordance with the organisation established by the 
constitution. Pohtical rights are given to Irish citizens 
only, thus restricting their range. Irish is the national 
language, but English has equal rights as an official 
language.* It has been necessary by legislation to insist 
on the use of Irish in education and in the law-courts, 
and the moribimd vernacular is being turned into a 
language of law and literature, a process hampered by 
its extremely deplorable spelling. No title of honour in 
respect of services rendered in, or in relation to, the 
State may be conferred on an Irish citizen save on the 

^ Provision is made in the Order in Council of March 27, 1923, and 
amending orders issued under s. 6 of 13 Geo. V. c. 2 regarding the signi* 
fication of the terms ‘‘United Kingdom” and “British Islands” in view of 
the change in legal relationships. 

® The Irish Free State Constitution Act, 1922 (Session 2). See also 
the Irish Free State (Consequential Provisions) Act, 1922; Keith, Jo^rn. 

Com<p. Leg, iv. 233 ff.; v. 120 

® Repealed by the Constitution (Removal of Oath) Act, 1933. 

* O^Foghlvdha v. McClean, [1934] I.R. 469. 
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Chapter advice or witli the approval of the Executive Council. 
Freedom of the person is to be safeguarded by habeas 
corpus; there is an exception in the case of war or 
armed'rebellion. The domicile is to be inviolable; free- 
dom of conscience and rehgious equahty are assured, 
much as in the case of Northern Ireland. Freedom of 
expression of opinion and of peaceful assembly without 
arms is guaranteed, as well as free elementary educa- 
tion, and the natural resources of the State may not 
be alienated outright. 

Provision was made for a bicameral legislature, the 
Senate and Chamber of Deputies, Dad Eireann.^ The 
composition of the Senate has varied; the first Senate 
of sixty members was nominated as to half by the 
President of the Council, and the others were elected 
by the Chamber, so that fifteen would retire every three 
years. The next appointments were made by the State 
as a single electorate, with most unsatisfactory results. 
In 1928 was adopted the plan of election by the two 
Chambers by proportional voting, senators to sit 
for nine years, a third retiring every three years. Its 
powers have also varied. In regard to money Bills it 
was given only the opportunity of suggesting amend- 
ments withm twenty-one days, but the Dad was free 
to reject and pass the Bill unaltered. For other legis- 
lation its power of delay was extended to 270 days, 
and in certain circumstances a three-fifths majority 
could secure a referendum on a Bill. But in 1928 that 
right was swept away, and in return the Senate’s power 
of delay was extended to some twenty months — ^less 
if a general election intervened. In 1934-5 the Dail 

^ Tite treaty provided for an oath of fidelity to the King, but this was 
abrogated in 1933 by Irish Act. 
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passed the Coastitution Amendraent (Fo. 24) Act to chapter 
abolish the Senate outright. It had played a useful part 
in improving legislation, but it was unquestionably 
biased in favour of Mr Cosgrave’s Government, under 
whose auspices most of its members had been elected. 

The Chamber itself as first constituted was based on 
assigning one member to from 20,000 to 30,000 electors, 
the constituencies being arranged to allow of propor- 
tional representation with the single transferable vote. 

In lieu of 153 members the redistribution of seats in 
1935 provides for 136, reducing the largest constituen- 
cies to five members only. The franchise is given to 
adults over twenty-one, subject to the usual disquali- 
fications; the maximum duration of the Bail is five 
years. Prior to the election of the Chamber in 1923 
under the constitution, the work of legislation rested 
with the Constituent Assembly, which enacted the 
constitution, and which was the House of Parhament 
elected under the terms of the Irish Free State (Agree- 
ment) Act, 1922, of the Imperial Parliament. 

Parliament was given by the constitution various 
powers of which it has made so far no use. It may create 
subordinate legislatures with such powers as it thinks 
fit, so that if agreement were reached it could find a 
place for Northern Ireland. It may provide fox the 
existence of functional or vocational councils and deter- 
mine their rights and powers. It alone controls the 
armed forces of the State, which may not under the 
Treaty of 1921 exceed a figure bearing the same pro- 
portion to the Imperial establishment as the Irish popu- 
lation bears to the population of the United Elingdom. 

It is forbidden to make acts criminal which were not 
so at the time when they were committed. 
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Chapter The constitution made provision for the creation of 
a fund corresponding to the Consolidated Fund of the 
United Kingdom, and for the appropriation of moneys 
therefrom according to law; an elaborate system 
similar to the British has been built up to protect the 
public. The Bail appoints a Comptroller and Auditor- 
General to control all disbursements and to audit 
accounts of money administered by or under the 
authority of Parliament; he may only be removed from 
office for stated misbehaviour or incapacity on Parlia- 
mentary resolutions. 

Save in the case of actual invasion, the State may 
not be committed to active participation in war with- 
out the assent of Parliament. This is in entire harmony 
with the Canadian doctrine as expressed by Mr Mac- 
kenzie King in the Canadian House of Commons of 
February 1, 1923, with general assent. 

Power to amend the constitution was given in the 
constitution to the legislature to be exercised by simple 
Act for the first eight years; thereafter any amendment 
must be submitted to a referendum, and could only 
have efilect if approved by a majority of the voters on 
the register, or by two-thirds of those voting, provided 
that a majority of voters recorded votes. In 1929 the 
time for amendment by simple Act was extended to 
eight years more. As noted above, amendment under 
the constitution was to be subject to the terms of the 
Treaty of 1921; that provision was deliberately re- 
moved — ^whether validly or not^ — ^by the Constitution 
(Kemoval of Oath) Act, 1933. 

The Governor-General, appomted by the King on 

^ Keith, LeUers m Imperial MekdionSf 1916-1935, p. 157. Held valid 
in Moore v. AU.-Oen., June 6, 1935; 51 T.L.E. 
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the advice of the Irish Grovernment, was given by the 
constitution the right to reserve BiUs, but only in 
accordance with Canadian constitutional usage, and 
this power was removed formally in 1933. The right of 
the Government to remove the Governor-General was 
asserted in 1932; the status of the present holder of the 
oflB.ce has been reduced to minimal proportions; of the 
salary of £10,000 payable imder the constitution £8000 
is refunded, and the Seneschal, as he styles himself, 
takes no part in official functions. He summons and 
dissolves Parliament, but the Chamber itself fixes the 
day of meeting and the close of the session. He may 
dissolve the legislature only on the advice of the Execu- 
tive Council, and the Council cannot advise a dissolu- 
tion unless it stiU commands a majority in the Hail. A 
defeated Government is, therefore, deprived of one of 
the regular rights of Dominion or British Governments, 
to take the verdict of the electorate on its position; in 
1927 grave difficulties arose on this point, and pressure 
had to be brought to bear on a deputy to refrain from 
casting, as he had promised, his vote against the 
Government. The Cormcil is bound to resign when it 
ceases to co mm and, the confidence of the Dad; how 
this obligation could be enforced is -uncertain, as the 
power -to dismiss ministers does not appear to be 
granted to the Governor-General, and in any case as a 
servant of the Government he could hardly use it. The 
President of the Council, which is of not less than five 
nor more than twelve members, is elected by the Hail; 
he then selects his colleagues, who are submitted m 
masse to the approval of the Dad, to which they are 
collectively responsible in the usual way. It was con- 
templated in the constitution that the Council shotdd 
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Chapter not exceed seven in number, leaving room for the 
selection by tbe Chamber of other ministers who would 
hold oflS.ce for the duration of Parliament and need not 
be members thereof. This project, intended to secure 
continuity in the administration of non-political de- 
partments such as Agriculture, Local Government, or 
Education, was badly conceived from the first. Finance 
is so essential in all Government business that the 
scheme would never have worked, if the extern 
ministers had not been treated as virtually part of the 
Executive Council, and it was a prudent step when the 
number of members of the Council was increased to 
twelve, leaving it open in future to make all ministers 
members of the Council, as is now done. 

The judiciary has been extensively modified by legis- 
lation.^ The High Court consists of six judges; it has a 
wide original civil jurisdiction in important causes, and 
its judges preside at the Central Criminal Court in 
Dublin, where the more serious crimes are dealt with. 
In constitutional questions it has exclusive original 
jurisdiction. Appeal lies from it to the Supreme Court 
of three judges — an increase to five is proposed and is 
desirable. The appeal can be regulated by law, but not 
so as to cut off appeal in constitutional issues. Circuit 
courts, ten in number, deal with most civil causes and 
criminal charges save murder, treason, and piracy. 
Minor civil causes and petty offences are disposed of by 
District courts. Grand juries are not used,* but special 
action has been necessary at times to safeguard jurors. 

1 Cotirts of Justice Acts, 1924, 1926, and 1928. 

* In civil cases a majority vote of nine out of twelve suffices (Act of 
1924, s. 95), and so in criminal cases under the Juries (Protection) Act, 
1929, but the latter Act was temporary. Under the Juries Act, 1927, 
women serve on juries only if they so desire. 
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From the Supreme Court appeal lay by special leave of Chapter 
the King in Council. It was bitterly resented in the 
State and abolished in 1933. 

The law of the Irish Free State is English law, which 
was introduced piecemeal as conquest proceeded, and 
was finally extended to the whole of Ireland by J ames I.^ 

It has, however, been extensively modified by legis- 
lation, though it remains essentially English in texture, 
and Irish cases are often cited as of weight in the 
English courts. 

The higher judges, including District judges, hold 
office during good behaviour, and may be removed only 
for stated misbehaviour or known incapacity by resolu- 
tion of Parliament. A retiring age is fixed at seventy- 
two for High and Supreme Court judges, seventy for 
Circuit judges and sixty-five for District judges. Judges 
are subject only to the constitution and the law in 
their conduct of their duties. 

No one may be tried save in due course of law, and 
under the constitution extraordinary courts may not 
be established. But this rule has been nullified by 
Constitution Amendment (No. 17) Act, 1931,® which 
permitted the setting-up of courts composed of military 
officers with powers to punish actions with penalties 
more severe than provided in existing legislation. The 
jurisdiction of courts-martial cannot extend to the civil 
population save in time of war or armed rebellion and 
for acts then committed, and is to be exercised under 
regulations prescribed by law. Nor may such juris- 
diction be exercised in any area where the civil courts 

^ See Motyre v. Att-Qen., [1934] I.R. 44; Keith, Joum, Comp. Leg. 
xvii. 121. 

* 0* Duffy, In re, [1934] I.R. 550; Keith, Joum. Comp. Leg. xvii. 

119, 120. 
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Chapter are open or capable of being held, nor may any person 
be removed from such an area for trial elsewhere by 
court-martial. A member of 'the army, not on active 
service, may not be tried, save imder special legal pro- 
vision, by any but a civil court for any offence cognis- 
able by such a court. Save for minor offences no person 
may be tried without a jury. 

In distinction from the ordinary arrangements affect- 
ing the Dommions, Irish defence is regulated by the 
treaty, which, as mentioned above, specided the maxi- 
mum number of Irish troops which may be maintained. 
Naval defence was reserved by the treaty for the 
British forces, but five years later it was to be open to 
the Free State to discuss the taking upon her shoulders 
of a share in the burden of her defence. Nothing so far 
has eventuated from this right. In peace certain har- 
bour defence and aviation facilities are stipulated for, 
and British garrisons and ships make use of these 
facilities, the Irish Government treating them on the 
basis of a force in occupation by agreement. In time 
of war or of strained relations the British Government 
is entitled to such further harbour and other facilities 
as it may deem necessary. The existence of these 
obhgations, as Mr de Valera has stressed, is inconsistent 
with the right of the State to expect any declaration of 
neutrality on her part to receive international recog- 
nition. 

The State xmder the treaty was botmd to assume a 
share of the British National Debt, but was entitled to 
have the boundary adjusted by a Commission. The 
Commission was duly , appointed, after the British 
Government in 1924 took power to replace the Com- 
naissioner whom Northern Ireland refused to appoint. 



THE IRISH FREE STATE 


383 


but wbeu its result proved likely to lead to loss of Chapter 

territory to the Free State, her representative -with- 1 

drew. By a singularly paradoxical if practical outcome, 
the State was allowed to retain its existing area, and 
was excused aU payment in respect of debt, while 
Northern Ireland was rewarded for her acquiescence in 
the stcOm quo as to territory by further pecuniary con- 
cessions at the expense of the long-aufiering British 
taxpayer, to whom Ireland has proved a damnosa 
hereditas?- 

^ See Agreement of December 3, 1925, in 15 & 16 Geo. V. c. 77, 



CHAPTER IV 


THE DOMINIONS 

1. The Development of Responsible Government 

Chapter The alarm caused by the disloyalty of tbe New 
England Colonies resulted in tbe adoption in Canada 
in 1774 by tbe Imperial Government of a policy in- 
tended to prevent rebelbon by tbe complete control 
of tbe administration on bebalf of tbe Crown, and, 
although representative legislatures were established 
in Upper and Lower Canada by tbe Act of 1791, it 
was with no intention of subjecting tbe executive to 
efEective control by tbe legislature. Similarly, when 
tbe colonisation of Austraba was begun in 1788, tbe 
peculiar conditions in which it was efiected rendered 
it almost inevitable that tbe Imperial Government 
should retain full control of both tbe executive and 
tbe legislature. In Canada tbe inevitable friction 
between tbe executive, supported by tbe Imperial 
Government, and tbe legislature resulted, in 1837-8, 
in abortive insurrections in both provinces, and tbe 
suspension by Imperial Act of tbe constitution of 
Lower Canada. Fortunately Lord Durham, who was 
sent out as Governor-General and High Commissioner, 
inspired by R. Baldwin, realised tbe essential im- 
possibibty of conducting tbe Government of a large 
and intelligent community on tbe old system, and, 
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after tlie Act of 1840 ^ had been passed uniting tbe Chapter 
provinces, tbe new Governor-General was authorised 
by tbe Imperial Government to “call to Ms counsels 
and employ in tbe pubbc service those persons who, 
by their position, and character, have obtained tbe 
general esteem of tbe inhabitants of tbe province”. 

This meant that tbe Governor should no longer act 
with an irresponsible council of officials, but with 
ministers, and, though Lord Metcalfe for a period 
(1843-5) sought to limit tbe extent of tbe change, 
and to save the Civil Service from political control, 

Lord Elgin, in 1847, assumed office with full authority 
to make tbe system efEective, and by the following 
year tbe maritime provinces also bad been accorded 
tbe new regime. In 1867 the important step was taken 
of tbe federal union of Nova Scotia and New Bruns- 
wick with Canada, which was redivided into Ontario 
and Quebec. The decision was largely motived by the 
deadlocks which showed tbe impossibility of working 
tbe Act of 1840 effectively in a single province of 
Canada, owing to tbe racial divisions of the people, 
and tbe refusal of tbe French element to be absorbed 
in tbe Bngbsh, as bad been hoped by Durham when 
be advocated tbe union. But considerations of the 
necessity of uniting in defence against tbe growing 
power of tbe United States and of abolisMng tariff 
barriers in order to replace American reciprocity 
were also important. Provision was made in the Im- 
perial Act of 1867, sanctioning tbe federation for the 
eventual admission of other provinces and territories, 
and, in 1871, British Columbia became a province 
with responsible government; Prince Edward Island 
1 3 & 4 Vict. c. 36. 


2C 
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Chapter also entered the federation in 1873. Moreover, the 

TT?" 

L Imperial Government in 1870 made over to Canada 

the enormous area under the Hudson Bay Company, 
from which the Do mini on created in 1870 the pro- 
vince of Manitoba, and in 1905 those of Alberta and 
Saskatchewan, all with responsible government from 
their inception. In 1912 the Dominion legislature 
extended the provincial boundaries of Ontario, Mani- 
toba, and Quebec to cover most of the area not 
yet under provincial authority, so that only the 
Yukon territory and some other areas, largely in the 
Arctic, are outside the sphere of responsible provincial 
government. 

In 1832 Newfoundland was granted representative 
government, and in 1855 responsible government was 
introduced. From 1934 it was superseded temporarily. 

In Australia, after autocratic rule, constitutional 
government was introduced in 1823 in New South 
Wales, and in 1842 representative government was 
established there; under the Act of 1850 of the Im- 
perial Parliament, representative government was 
extended to Van Diemen’s Land, renamed Tasmania 
in 1855, and to Victoria, which was severed from New 
South Wales in 1851; it was also conceded to South 
Australia, which was in 1836 erected into a distinct 
Colony under an imperial Act of 1834. In 1855 re- 
sponsible government was conceded, coming into 
efEective operation in the following year in all these 
Colonies. In 1859 Queensland was severed from New 
South Wales, and accorded responsible government 
frdm the outset. Western Australia, established in 
1829, attained re;^resentative government in 1870, 
'and responsible government , in 1890. The six Colonies 
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united under tte Imperial Act of 1900, to form tlie Chapter 

Commonwealth of Australia, retaining separate exist- 1 

ence as States. 

New Zealand, created a distinct Colony in 1841, 
was granted representative government in 1852 by 
an Imperial Act, and in 1856 responsible govern- 
ment was fully estabbsbed. 

In South Africa the Cape of Good Hope, ceded in 
1814, obtained a representative legislature in 1853, 
and responsible government in 1872; Natal, annexed 
in 1843 and made a separate Colony in 1845, received 
a measure of representative government in 1856, and 
responsible government in 1893; the Transvaal, after 
the conquest m 1902, was governed as a Crown Colony 
until given responsible government in 1906, and the 
Orange Hiver Colony was similarly treated in 1907. 

By an Imperial Act of 1909 the four Colonies were 
merged in the Union, receiving a reduced provincial 
status. 

In all these cases the essential feature of the intro- 
duction of responsible government was the instruc- 
tions given by the Imperial Government to the 
Governor to conduct his administration on the advice 
of persons acceptable to Parliament, and hence it is 
that none of the constitutions provide in any effective 
manner for the maintenance of this form of govern- 
ment. The more recent constitutions, such as those 
of the Commonwealth and the Union, provide that 
ministers shall not remain in office longer than three 
months unless they become members of the legisla- 
ture, but the essential rules of tenure of office by a 
Parliamentary majority, of action by the Governor 
on the advice of ministers, the sohdarity of the 
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Chapter Cabinet, and so fortb, are reraarkable by tbeir absence, 
ill nor is there any doubt that the conventions of the 
constitution are ill-suited for formal definition. Their 
enactment in the Irish Free State constitution has 
not had any clear advantage. That they shall be 
observed is sufficiently ensured by the fact that a 
ministry, which was not supported by the legislature, 
would find it practically impossible to carry on ad- 
noinistration, for lack of funds and inability to obtain 
legislation, while a Governor who tried to act without 
ministers would be without any oflficial help to perform 
his duties. 


2. The Governor-General 

In New Zealand and Newfoundland the King is 
represented by a single representative, styled Gover- 
nor-General in the former. Governor ia the latter 
Dominion. In Canada he is represented for the federa- 
tion by a Governor-General, and for the provinces by 
Lieutenant-Governors; in the Commonwealth by a 
Governor-General and by Governors in the States; 
and in the Union of South Africa by a Governor- 
General, and in its provinces by Administrators. 
The Govemors-General are appointed by the King on 
the advice of the Dominion Government, the Lieu- 
tenant-Governors and the Administrators by the 
Govemors-General on the advice of^their ministers; 
the State Governors by the King on the advice of 
the Imperial Government. AU those appointed by 
the Crown hold office at pleasure, though a term of 
five or six years is normal; the others hold for fi.ve 
years subject to removal for cause assigned which 
must, be communicated to either house of Parhament. 
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Powers exist for the appointment of deputies to Chapter 
exercise defined functions for their chiefs, and arrange- 
ments are made for the succession to the Government 
in case of the illness or incapacity, or death or absence 
of the holder of the ofi&ce, the Chief Justice acting in 
default of any other appointment. 

The Governor, or other chief executive ofi&cer, 
possesses all the authority inherent in the head of the 
executive government of the territory, whether it rests 
on prerogative or is inferred from statutes, and a grant 
to him of all- necessary prerogative powers is assumed, 
including even powers generally held to be obsolete, 
such as the power to incorporate companies ascribed 
in 1916 to the Lieutenant-Governors in Canada by the 
Judicial Committee.^ So these ofl&cers, ■without anj 
express delegation of power, can exercise the prero- 
gative of pardoning offences against provincial laws. 

There are, however, certain Hmitations to the powers 
conferred expressly or implicitly, corresponding with 
the fact that a Dominion is not an independent State; 
save on express authority from the King or under 
statute in the Union of South Africa, a Governor can- 
not declare war or make peace or conclude treaties; he 
cannot regulate coinage; nor can he confer any 
honorary distinction, or extend the boundaries of the 
Colony by annexing territory; Canadian annexations 
have been carried out under a general delegation of 
authority. Similarly during the war sovereign acts as 
regards neutral vessels required sanction by the Im- 
perial Government. 

The position of the Governor towards his ministers 
is closely analogous to that of the King towards the 
1 Keitk, Joum, Comp* Leg. iv, 201 ff. 
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Chapter British Cabinet, on -which it is based. This has been 
explicitly declared by the Imperial Conference of 
1926. But the Governor suffers, as contrasted -with 
the Edng, from the temporary character of his appoint- 
ment, his selection by the Domiuion Government, his 
lack of familiarity with local conditions, and the 
absence of that eclat which necessarily attends the 
person of a hereditary sovereign in a society rich -with 
historical tradition. His ministers are often satisfied 
if his functions are reduced to those of a “rubber 
stamp”, and his connection -with the political side of 
Government becomes purely formal. The obligation 
to acquaint him with their decisions may exist in 
theory, as asserted by the Imperial Conference; in 
practice it is rarely observed, save when the Governor 
bypersonal character succeeds in-winningthe confidence 
of ministers, or a war induces an unusual degree of co- 
operation. 

The Governor, however, had more power formerly 
than the King, if infinj-tely less opportunity of in- 
fluence. The constitutional usage in the Dominions 
originally did not require that, as regards the demand 
for a dissolution, the Governor must act on ministerial 
advice; it expected him to refuse if he could find 
another ministry to carry on without a dissolution 
and so avoid the trouble of a general election. It was 
therefore notable in 1914 that Sir R. Munxo-Ferguson 
(Viscount Novar) granted a double^ dissolution of 
the Commonwealth Parhament to a ministry -with a 
bare majority in the Lower House, and scarcely any 
representation in the Upper. His predecessors in 
office had decHned previous proposals for dissolution 
on the score that the possibilities of finding another 
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mimstry to carry on government, without trouhling Chapter 
the electors, had not been exhausted, and, had he 
acted on the same principle, it might have been 
possible to avoid a dissolution, but he wisely con- 
formed to the British precedents instead. 

The development of Dominion practice on British 
lines was unexpectedly interrupted by an episode in 
1926 in Canada. The Prime Minister applied for a dis- 
solution, as his party was imable to carry on satis- 
factorily owing to the uncertain character of the 
Progressive Party’s support of the ministry. The 
Governor-General objected to a dissolution in view of 
a pending vote of censure on the ministry on account 
of financial irregularities in the Customs department. 

The ministry resigned, and Mr Meighen, as leader of 
the Opposition, accepted oflice. But the one considera- 
tion which would have justified Lord Byng’s action 
failed to be realised. Mr Meighen was unable to carry 
on without a dissolution, and was declared by the 
Commons not to have its confidence. He had, therefore, 
to secure a dissolution at which the constitutional pro- 
priety of the Governor-General’s action was severely 
canvassed.^ The election resulted in the decisive defeat 
of the new ministry, which had further been guilty of 
the impropriety of carrying on Government by means 
of actmg ministers in order to avoid the necessity of 
its members seeking relection, and of spending large 
sums without 'Parliamentary sanction. The Imperial 
Conference of 1926 had this issue before it, and, by 
insisting that the position of the Governor-General 
must be regarded as similar to that of the King in 
regard to relation to his ministers, condemned Lord 

^ Keith, LeUers on Imperial EdatkmSy 1916-1933, pp. 56 ff., 67 ff. 
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Chapter Byng’s action. The influence of this view was seen 
in 1931 when the Governor-General of the Common- 
wealth expressly relied on it to justify his grant 
of dissolution of Parliament to the Labour Prime 
Minister without seeking to find a ministry to carry 
on without the cost and trouble of a dissolution. 

It may, therefore, safely be assumed that only in 
very remarkable circumstances would a dissolution 
be refused by a Governor-General; he could not, of 
course, accord one to a ministry which had failed by a 
recent dissolution to re-establish its command of the 
Lower House. Normally, however, to refuse the elec- 
torate the right of final decision involves a responsi- 
bility which no Governor-General could face. It must, 
however, be remembered that under the regime estab- 
lished by the Imperial Conference in 1930 the Gover- 
nor-General is the nominee of the Government in 
office. There is thus possible the grave abuse of the 
power of a temporary majority. It might pass legisla- 
tion to extend the life of Parliament and obtain the 
sanction of the Governor-General. That, however, 
does not apply to Canada or the Commonwealth, for 
in both the duration of Parliament is fixed by the 
constitution and cannot be altered by the will of 
Parliament alone. In New Zealand in 1934 the ex- 
tension of the fife of Parliament by the majority of 
the day was bitterly attacked by the Opposition, which 
qidte fairly stressed the danger of such action. 

The rule that the Governor is to be guided in his 
attitude towards ministers by the same principles as is 
the King is not apphcable to the Governors of the 
States of Australia or the Lieutenant-Governors of the 
provinces of Canada. In point*, of fact there has long 
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been a tendency to lessen tbe sphere of independent Chapter 
action in their cases also, but various considerations 
prevent full acceptance of the doctrine which has been 
adopted for the Dominions since 1926. It must be 
remembered that the grant of a dissolution involves 
in a State a serious waste of time and public money, 
seeing that the legislature has only a three years’ term, 
except in South AustraHa, and popular opinion no 
doubt still expects the Governor not to dissolve unless 
he is satisfied that there is no means of carrying on 
the Government without a dissolution. Further, it 
must be remembered that in unicameral legislatures 
hke that of Queensland and the provinces of Canada, 
there are risks in pressing too far the doctrine of 
automatic assent to ministerial proposals. A Governor 
could hardly assent to a Bill prolonging the life of 
a legislature which had ceased to express the views 
of the electors. DifSculties inviting action by the 
Governor have not been rare.^ For example, Sir 
Dudley de Chair and Sir P. Game, as Governors of 
New South Wales, had both to resist efiorts by Mr 
Lang to swamp the Legislative Council in order to 
secure its abolition; it was clearly unfair of the 
minister to ask for such action, especially as Sir D. 
de Chair actually conceded a large addition, with the 
unexpected result that the added members proved 
wiUing to vote for Labour measures, but not to end 
their own lives as legislators, though assured in any 
event of the privilege of free transport in the State. 
Though neither Governor would concede the roinister’s 
demands, both declined to dismiss the ministry, and 
the Secretary of State decHned to interfere by altering 
^ Keith, Letters on Imperial Bdations, 1916-19S5, pp. 280-89. 
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Chapter the xoyal instructions which give the G-overnor the 
right of independent action. The value of that power 
was shortly afterwards seen when the State Govern- 
ment defied the Commonwealth legislation, compelling 
the State to provide funds to meet her obligations in 
respect of her debt; the Governor then dismissed the 
ministry for its refusal to obey the law of the Common- 
wealth. If the law violated had merely been State Law, 
the Governor might have rehed on an Act of Indem- 
nity to be secured by ministers, but there was no 
possibihty of such action in that case. On the other 
hand, in 1924-5 occurred regrettable examples of dis- 
obedience by the Acting Governor and Governor of the 
constitutional law of Tasmania, for assent was ac- 
corded to two BiUs, one for taxation, and one for 
appropriation, to which the Upper House had not 
accorded its assent. The episode is without parallel in 
Dominion history, and occurred under a Labour 
Government which hardly reahsed that it was striking 
a vital blow against the whole fabric of law and order. 

Apart from their position as the constitutional 
representatives of the sovereign, the Governor- 
General in New Zealand and the Governors of the 
States and Newfoundland occupy the position of 
representatives of the Imperial Government, and the 
channel of communications between the central and 
oversea Governments, though, in the case of New 
Zealand and Newfoundland, Premiers can commurd- 
cate on matters deemed by them of sufficient im- 
portance direct with the British Prime Minister, and 
there is a less fully authorised but not rare practice of 
dealing even with pohtical matters through the High 
Commissioners or Agents-Gen^ral in London. The 
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Governor must obey any directions from the Imperial Chapter 
Government, even if they conflict with ministerial 
advice, hut in the field of executive action such con- 
flicts are now almost unknown; the Governor has no 
means of making his will efiective save perhaps as 
regards the grant of a pardon, without securing 
ministers wiUing to support him; this would rarely be 
possible and the intervention is incompatible with the 
status of the Dominions and the States. On the other 
hand, the Governor is bound by his instructions re- 
garding the assent to, or reservation of. Bills, but 
friction on this account has largely been minimi s ed by 
the restriction to the minimum of reservation, and by 
the willingness of ministers to recommend reservation 
in appropriate cases. The difiiculty in question, 
whether the royal instructions render reservation 
necessary, is one on which the Governor is entitled to 
the legal advice of some law officer of his Government, 
based on legal considerations alone. He may also 
considt on this, and any other matter on which he feels 
doubt, the Dominions Secretary, a procedure which 
may obviate the need of reservation, or secure from his 
ministers the insertion of a sr^pending clause in the 
Bill. The gradual limitation of the sphere of Imperial 
intervention is illustrated by the abandonment of any 
attempt by that Government to prevent swamping 
of nominee Upjper Houses, a process carried out in 
Queensland in 1920, and resulting in the following year 
in the inevitable passing of a Bill through both houses 
to abohsh the Council. But there is no excuse for Mr 
Amery’s action in refusing to disallow the Tasmanian 
Acts of 1924-5 to which, as mentioned, illegal assent 
had been given. 
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Chapter The reduction of the functions of the Governor to 
those of a constitutional monarch lessens the import- 
ance of appointing men of strong character and pohtical 
or administrative experience, and strengthens the de- 
mand for local appointments. The position is still in a 
state of flux; no appointment has been made for many 
years without first ascertaining that the nominee of the 
Imperial Government will be welcomed locally, but 
the suggestion of several Austrahan State Govern- 
ments for the appointment of local nominees, or the 
transfer of the functions to the Chief Justice, have not 
been accepted; a crisis in South Austraha in 1922, 
owing to the resignation of the Governor on the score 
of inadequate emoluments, was met by the selection 
of an Australian officer of high distinction and popu- 
larity, for whom the legislature consented to increase 
the pay of the post; again ultimately success was 
achieved as regards a similar deadlock in Tasmania. 
On the other hand, it is now possible to appoint royal 
princes, such as the Duke of Connaught to Canada, and 
Prince Arthur of Connaught to the Union, the latter 
appointment a striking proof of the desire to keep the 
post free from any suspicion of intervention in the 
troubled waters of South African politics.^ Similarly, it 
is, of course, most desirable to secure the impartiality of 
the officer appointed to succeed to the administration 
of the Government on the incapacity or absence of 
the Governor; thus the swamping of the Queensland 
Cotmcil in 1920 was rendered easy by the appointment 
as Lieutenant-Governor of an ex-Labomr minister.® 

^ On tke other hand, the last two appointments to Canada have been 
outspokenly democratic, one a financier, and one a novelist. 

® The illegal assent to a Tasmanian Bill in 1924 was given by a Chief 
Justice who had been a Labour supporter* ^ 
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3. The Cabinet and the Public Departments 

The distinction between the Privy Conncil and the Chapter 

Cabinet, which is familiar in the United Kingdom, has 1 

no real parallel in the Dominions. It is true that in 
some cases, as in the federal executives of Canada, the 
Commonwealth, and the Union, and in Victoria and 
Tasmania, the Executive Council contains all persons 
who have ever been admitted to it as members, but 
only those who are actually in the Cabinet are sum- 
moned to its meetings. Ministers who are outside the 
Cabinet and Executive Council are a comparatively 
modem innovation in the Dominions, but ministers 
without portfolio were common when, before the war, 
they were comparatively imknown in the United King- 
dom. The number of ministers, members of the Council, 
is sometimes legally restricted, as in Australia to nine, 
where, however, honorary ministers can also be ap- 
pointed, in the Union to eleven, and in the Union they 
have the right to speak in either house of Parliament. 

At Cabinet meetings the Governor never presides, but, 
save in Canada, he is usually present at meetings of the 
Executive Council, at which formal business is trans- 
acted as in the Privy Council in the United Kingdom. 

But it is essential that he should sanction aU proceed- 
ings of the Executive Council intended to have legal 
effect as Orders in Council; the Privy Council has em- 
phatically asserted in the case of a Canadian province 
that no Cabinet consent can take the place of an order 
of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council.^ 

The cohesion of a Cabinet depends as in Great Britain 

Keith, Journ, Comp, Leg, iv. 240. 
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Chapter on tie person of the Prime Minister, who is commisr 
sioned by the Governor, and who selects his own col- 
leagues, save in the case of Labour Governments in 
Australia, where the Labour caucus selects the mem- 
bers, and virtually can force their own nominee on the 
Governor. The resignation of the Premier places all the 
ministries at the disposal of his successor, or of himself 
if recommissioned, to form a Government, points illus- 
trated very clearly by the history of Mr Hughes’s suc- 
cessive ministries in Australia from 1916 to 1922. So 
in 1928 General Hertzog by this procedure got rid of 
Mr Madeley. The ascendancy which a strong and able 
Premier may possess is illustrated by the cases of Sir 
John Macdonald, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Mr Mackenzie 
King, and Mr Bennett in Canada, Mr Seddon in New 
Zealand, General Botha in the Union, and Mr Hughes 
in Austraha. Party organisation is perhaps less effect- 
ive in the Dominions than in Great Britain, and funds 
are far less freely available, except in Canada, but there 
is an exception in the case of the Labour Party, which 
in Austraha is admirably organised both for State and 
federal purposes. The members work effectively in 
. Parhament, determining by majority votes their pohcy 
in detail, while they are boimd by the pohcy adopted 
by conferences of the labour organisation in the State or 
Commonwealth, subscription to which is an essential 
condition of nomination for election, and which is en- 
forced by requiring in some cases the provision of re- 
signations in blank. This cohesion and unity render a 
Labour Party a very formidable rival to parties which 
are distracted by individual jealousies, but it naturally 
exercises an unfavourable influence on the freedom of 
opinion and. action of the members of the party. In 
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South. Africa until 1933 racial divisions dominated Cha 
party affiliation; but there is now a United South Afiri- 
can Nationalist Party tmiting moderate British and 
Dutch. 

The Civil Service in the Dominions differs in certain 
respects from that of Great Britain. Ministers perform 
much more detailed work in their departments, and 
considerations of democracy and economy have oper- 
ated to estabhsh the principle that, apart from technical 
appointments, the Civil servant should be recruited by 
a comparatively low educational test, and then ad- 
vanced by promotion, disregarding the British distinc- 
tion of different educational tests according to the 
nature of intelhgence required for the work to he 
accomplished. But there are signs of a change in this 
regard in the Dominions, though the rule of low salaries, 
until altered, wiU always depress the attainments of 
the service. In Austraha the dread of political influence 
in the Civil Service has led to efforts to remove the 
service in large measure from ministerial control by 
conferring ample powers on Civil or Public Service 
Commissions both as regards appomtment, promotion, 
and disciphne, and the same attempt is made in the 
Union of South Africa,^ but by no means in any case 
with complete success, various devices for introducing 
ministerial intervention being possible. In the Union 
since 1926 racialism has been marked in governmental 
appointments. In Canada it was only in 1918 that fairly 
effective means were taken to bring the outside services, 
as well as those at Ottawa, under the Civil Service 
Commission, and thus to destroy the grave abuse of 

^ See Act Ko. 27 of 1923. There is also a Public Service Advisory 
Council. 
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Ckapter political patronage/ wMci. caused numerous changes 
.Hi of incumbents of ofS.ce on every change in the Govern- 
ment and destroyed the possibihty of eflSciency. The 
Canadian legislation, of course, presents many faults, 
but it has encouraged the provinces also to set their 
houses in order in this regard. Here also, however, the 
superior openings in private life retard the attainment 
of a really eflScient service. 

4. The Lower Houses of Parliament 

The Parliaments of the Dominions and States are 
normally bicameral; there is an exception in the case of 
Queensland, where the Legislative Council was abol- 
ished as useless in 1922; the legislatures of the Canadian 
provinces, save Quebec, have either never been bi- 
cameral or have reduced themselves to a single cham- 
ber, and the provincial councils of South Africa are also 
unicameral. 

In Canada the franchise. Dominion and provincial 
ahke, is in the main adult suffrage; thus the Dominion 
Act of 1920 awards the franchise to every male and 
female British subject, aged twenty-one, resident in 
Canada for a year, and in the constituency for two 
months; persons personally naturahsed in Canada are 
also ehgible, but there are certain limitations as to 
wives and children of such persons, and alien women 
married to British subjects, and as to persons who are 
specially disqualified in any province, as are North 
American Indians in some provinces, Chinese in 
Saskatchewan, and British Indians, Japanese and 
Chinese naturalised subjects in British Columbia. For 

1 See Bawson, The Civil ^Service of Canada and Constitutional Issues 
in Canada, pp. 287-319. 
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provincial purposes Nova Scotia and Prince Edward ci^te 
Island, as regards half the Assembly in which the — 1 
Council is merged, maintain a small property qualifica- 
tion, as in Quebec, which alone has not yet conceded 
the vote to women. Proportional representation was by 
an Act of 1920 introduced in Manitoba for the con- 
stituency of Winnipeg, which was given ten menabers 
for the purpose.^ The average duration of Parliament 
falls httle short of the normal five years’ duration 
allowed to the Lower Houses. 

Kedistribution in the Dominion is required after 
each decermial census; it is based on the maintenance 
of the number of members for Quebec at sixty-five, and 
each province being allotted a proportionate number, 
provided that no province has fewer members than 
senators; imder this arrangement Ontario has eighty- 
two members. Nova Scotia twelve, New Brunswick 
ten, Prince Edward Island four, Manitoba seventeen, 
Saskatchewan twenty-one, Alberta seventeen, British 
Columbia sixteen, and the Yukon one. The numbers of 
provincial members range downwards from ninety in 
Ontario; ^ in Prince Edward Island the Assembly repre- 

^ On February 19, 1923, the Canadian House of Commons passed a 
resolution in favour of the alternative vote, but rejected proportional 
representation by 90 to . 72, against Mr Mackenzie King’s advice. On 
February 23 the Union House of Assembly negatived it by 65 to 20, 
despite General Smuts’s support. 

® Quebec, 90; Nova Scotia, 30; New Brunswick, 48; Prince Edward 
Island, 30; Manitoba, ^55; Saskatchewan, 63; Alberta, 63; British Colum- 
bia, 48. The Yukon, which is without provincial status, and is gov- 
erned by a Comptroller, has a Council of 3 members elected for three 
years with limited powers. The North-West Territories include the rest 
of Canada outside the provinces; they are governed from Ottawa by a 
Commissioner, a Deputy, and five Councillors appointed by the Governor- 
General in Council, who may legislate on a variety of topics analogous 
to those of the provinces and differing only slightly from the powers of 
the Yukon. 

2d 
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Chapter sents a merger of the old Cotmcil and Assembly, and 
ill there are two groups of members, the first elected on a 
higher franchise. 

Newfoundland under the suspended constitution 
enjoys manhood sufeage with votes for women over 
twenty-five years of age, subject to two years’ resid- 
ence; it has thirty-six members of Assembly, and its 
duration is four years. 

In the Commonwealth of Austraha and the States 
the franchise is possessed by adults, male and female, 
but in Queensland and Western Australia and in federal 
elections in these States, aboriginal natives of Africa, 
Asia,’^ Australia, and the islands of the Pacific (save in 
the case of federal elections, New Zealand) are excluded 
from the vote. Preferential voting exists in the Com- 
monwealth, Victoria, and New South Wales, where pro- 
portional representation failed after trial; it survives 
in Tasmania; an elector may if he pleases give a contin- 
gent vote in Queensland and Western Austraha, and 
ordinary voting prevails in South Austraha. The dura- 
tion of the Lower Houses is uniformly three years, 
save in South Austraha, where in 1934 five years was 
adopted. 

New Zealand gives adult sufirage, with quadrennial 
Parhaments, but provides for the Maoris by aUocating 
four seats to them exclusively. 

The number of members of the Commonwealth 
House of Representatives is seventy-five,® and under 
the system of redistribution according to population, 

^ The Commonwealtli and Queensland have given British Indians 
the vote. Voting is now compulsoiy in the Commonwealth and the 
States. 

® A member without the right to vote sits for the Northern Territory 
under an Act of 1922. 
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New South. Wales has twenty-eight members, Victoria Ohapta 
twenty, Queensland ten, South Australia six, Western 
Australia and Tasmania five each. In the States, New 
South Wales has ninety members, Victoria sixty-five, 
Queensland sixty-two. South Australia forty-six (eight 
constituencies with three members, and eleven with 
two). Western Australia fiifby, and Tasmania thirty. In 
New Zealand there are eighty members, four being 
Maori representatives, with distribution between, the 
north and south islands by population. 

Since 1931 in the Union of South Africa adult male 
and female ^ sufirage for white persons exists in the 
Cape, Natal, Transvaal, and Orange Free State pro- 
vinces for both Union and provincial elections; for non- 
Europeans in the Cape there are educational and pro- 
perty qualifications exacted, but no colour bar; in 
Natal, besides property qualifications, there are effect- 
ive exclusions of both African natives and British 
Indians. In the Transvaal and Orange Free State non- 
Europeans have no vote. The duration of Parliament is 
five years, of the provincial comicils three, and the 
latter are not^ subject to dissolution save by eflfiux of 
time. Under the redistribution scheme based on the 
census returns the number of members of the Assembly 
rose in 1934 to a hundred and fifty, the Cape having 
sixty-one. Natal sixteen, the Transvaal fifty-seven, and 
the Orange Free State sixteen. The provincial councils 
have the same number, save the Orange Free State and 
Natal, which have twenty-five as a minimum. 

In aU cases armual sessions of Parliament are re- 
quired, and payment of members has been extended in 

^ Tke grant of female suffrage was largely dictated by tlie d,esire to 
minimise the value of the native vote. 
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amount, until the Commonwealth grants £825 (in 1935) 
annually, this being the maximum amount. The legis- 
latures are summoned, prorogued, and dissolved by the 
representative of the Crown, and their members enjoy 
privileges which are now generally assimilated to those 
of the House of Commons of the United Kingdom.^ 
This is naturally not the case with the South African 
provincial councils, but the members are assured free- 
dom of speech in council. 

The adoption of time limits for speeches in the 
Dominions has been increasingly general of late years, 
where this form of abbreviation of debate is preferred 
to closure by compartment. Thus iu the Union in 1922 
a system was adopted which provides for a single 
general debate on the budget, five full days being 
allotted to it in addition to the time taken by the 
minister; in Committee of Supply members can as a 
rule speak only for ten minutes, but the number of 
times they can speak is not limited; in Committee of 
Ways and Means the allowance is two speeches, not 
exceeding fifteen mmutes, on each vote put from the 
Chair; in general business there is a limit of forty 
minutes, when the Speaker is in the Chair, ten minutes 
in Committee, with no limit for the mover of a motion. 
Even these not drastic restrictions were only carried on 
a party vote, after protests by the Labour leader that 
the Prime Minister treated Parliament as “a sort of 
national excrescence or constitutional encumbrance”. 

Electors are normally qualified for membership; the 
disqualifications vary considerably ia detail, but are 
generally similar to those in force in the United King- 

^ The Quebec legislature in 1922 enacted an Act for the imprisonment 
of a person charged with calumny of the Assembly. 
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dom, both as regards the right to vote and the right to Chapte 
be elected. ill 


6, The Upper Houses 

The Senate of Canada consists of ninety-six members 
nonainated for life by the Crown on the advice of the 
Dominion Government, the members being not less 
than thirty years of age, and possessed of freehold 
property in land worth at least 4000 dollars. A.s re- 
constructed in 1915 Ontario and Quebec have each 
twenty-four members. Nova Scotia ten. New Bruns- 
wick ten. Prince Edward Island four, and the western 
provinces, Manitoba, British Columbia, Saskatchewan, 
and Alberta, six each; in case of deadlock the Crown 
may add four or eight members, one or two for each 
of the four groups returning twenty-four members 
apiece, but the power has never been exercised. The 
Legislative Council of Quebec consists of twenty-four 
members qualified as in the Dominion, nominated by 
the Lieutenant-Governor. In neither case can members 
be added. In Newfoundland, under the constitution 
now in abeyance, the number of members who may be 
nominated is unlimited; but the Governor can only 
make provisional appointments up to fifteen in all, and, 
therefore, any further additions must be made by the 
Crown, which in this matter acts on the advice of the 
Imperial Government, and, therefore, is in a position 
to maintain tlie independence within limit s of the 
Council. 

In the Commonwealth the franchise for the Senate 
is the same as in the House of Representatives, and 
any elector may be chosen. Bach State has six mem- 
bers, who hold ofiice for six years, three retiring 
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Chapter every tluee years in rotation; each State is a single 
electorate for voting purposes, and preferential 
voting ^ exists. In New South Wales the Council was 
nominated, but is since 1932 elected® to the number of 
sixty, fifteen retiring each four years. In Victoria the 
Council consists of thirty-four members elected for 
seventeen constituencies, holding ofiice for six years, 
half retiring every third year. A councillor must be a 
male, at least thirty, and own freehold of the clear 
annual value of £50; the electorate is composed of 
persons with a small property quahfication, or of 
educational attainments, or of professional employ- 
ment. In South Australia a member must be thirty 
years of age; the number is twenty, elected four each 
for five constituencies, for six years; there is a property 
quahfication for electors with educational qualifications 
also. In Western Austraha also a member must be 
thirty; the number is thirty, elected for ten districts, 
holding office for six years, one in each district re- 
tiring every two years; a property qualification is 
required from the electors. In Tasmania there is the 
same age qualification; the number is eighteen, 
elected for fifteen districts, for six years; there is a 
property or educational qualification for voters, and 
as in Victoria and Western Australia there is pre- 
ferential voting for the Council. There is retirement 
by rotation, as also in South Australia. 

The New Zealand Council was originally nominee for 
life, then in 1891 the term of new councillors was 
reduced to seven years. By an act of 1914, the opera- 

^ The names of candidates may be grouped according to their political 
predilection under an Act of 1922, bnt the elector’s freedom of choice 
is not restricted in any way, 

* The electorate is composed of the two Houses, 
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tion of wMch has been from time to time suspended, 
provision is made for election of forty councillors in 
four districts on the system of proportional representa- 
tion, and the nomination of three male Maoris by the 
Governor. No property qualification is required either 
of electors or members. 

In the Urdon a senator must be aged thirty at least, 
be registered as an elector, have resided for five years 
within the Union, be a Union national of European 
descent, and, if an elected senator, own real property 
worth £500 clear. The Senate is now composed of 
forty members, eight nominated by the Governor- 
General, half on account of their acquaintance with 
the needs of the natives, and eight elected by pro- 
portional representation for each province by the 
members of the Council and the provincial repre- 
sentatives in the Assembly sitting together; other pro- 
posals ^ for reconstituting the Senate have not at- 
tained success. Senators hold office for ten years, but 
the Senate may be dissolved within 120 days of the 
Assembly, and nominated senators vacate office on 
a change of Prime Minister, under provisions enacted, 
in 1926. 

Members of the Councils are normally paid, but in 
New South Wales and Victoria this is not the case. 
The privileges of the Councils are based on those of the 
British House of Commons, which they may not exceed. 

^ Mainly in the line of reducing nominees to four, and substituting 
direct election for the choice of eight representatives each of the pro- 
vinces; a small number additional, to bring the Senate up to a third of 
the Lower House, might then be elected by that House. The matter was 
considered by a Select Committee of the Senate in 1918, and a Speaker’s 
Conference (suggested by Lord Bryce’s conference) in 1920. But General 
Smuts’s Government contemplated no change, and it seems clear that 
no increase of authority is desired. 


Chapter 

IV. 
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6. The Functions and Procedure of the Parliaments 

Chapter The powers of the legislatures are, subject to limita- 
tions already exaroined, similar to those of the Im- 
perial Parhameut. The legislatures exist largely to 
control administration as well as to legislate, and their 
financial control occupies much of their time; in the 
Dominions, as opposed to the States and provinces, 
tarifi-making imposes a serious burden on members. 
The general forms of procedure are essentially similar 
to those in the United Kingdom, and control of finance 
is secured to the Grovemment by the limitation that 
no money votes can proceed save on the sanction of 
the Government. The predominance over the ad- 
mmistration of the Lower House is secured by its sole 
initiative in matters of finance. But the existence of 
elective Upper Houses complicates relations between 
the Houses, and, when nominee Houses cannot be 
swamped, they have obviously a different and more 
independent position than the House of Lords, or the 
nominee Houses with unlimited numbers. 

The nominee Houses are, however, aU compara- 
tively weak. That of New South Wales avoided swamp- 
ing and threats of abolition by the Labour Party, by 
readiness to yield when the Lower House had a sub- 
stantial majority and agreed with the people, and, 
despite occasional additions of members to secure the 
passing of disputed measures, lost its utility or power 
only in 1930-32, when it was reconstituted. The 
Queensland Council was swamped by the Lieutenant- 
Governor in 1920 in order to carry controversial and 
confiscatory land and tramway legislation; it never 
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recovered from tMs treatment and was abolished in Ciapte 
1922.^ In- Newfoundland the Upper House has never ill 
seriously disputed the views of the popular chamber. 

In Canada, both federation and province, the Upper 
Houses are more independent because their numbers 
are limited and so they cannot be swamped; the 
Liberal Senate of 1912-13 defeated the Conservative 
Government’s effort to contribute thirty-five million 
dollars to the Imperial navy, and proposals to abolish 
it as it stands, in view of its partisan character, have 
been repeatedly discussed without reveahng any real 
agreement on a new course of action.® In New Zealand 
the nominee Council has shown a moderate amount of 
independence, but the principle that it should not 
indefinitely or provocatively oppose the popular will 
was asserted in 1892, when the Governor was over- 
ruled by the Colonial Secretary on demurring to make 
an increase in the number of the Council to secure 
adequate strength for the newly triumphant Liberal 
administration. In all these cases the Lower House 
denies the right of the Upper House to amend money 
Bills, and in Newfoundland the position of the Upper 
House was assimilated by an Act of 1917 to that of the 
House of Lords by the adoption of legislation on the 
basis of the Parliament Act, 1911. In Canada, how- 
ever, in 1922-30 the Senate, while a Conservative 
majority remained, asserted the right to amend or 
reject. 

^ Eleitli, Jowrn, Comp, Leg, iv. 235 ff. It was provided in 1934 tliat a 
Council conld not be reconstituted without a referendum. TMs was sug- 
gested by the precedent of New South Wales, under whose legislation 
any change of the Council requires a referendum: Constitution (Legis- 
lative Council) Amendment Act, 1929. 

® R. A. Mackay, The Unreformed Senate of Canada (1926). 
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Chapter Under the Commonwealth constitution proposed 
laws, appropriating revenue or money, or imposing 
taxation, may not originate in the Senate, nor may it 
amend Bills imposing taxation or appropriating re- 
venue for the ordinary annual services of the Govern- 
ment, nor may it amend any law so as to increase the 
burden imposed on the people. But it may suggest, 
and persist in suggesting, amendments in such Bills, 
which the House of Representatives may accept. Other- 
wise the Senate has equal powers with the Lower 
House, and it is provided, in order to prevent tacking, 
that taxation measures must deal with one subject 
only, and the Bill appropriating revenue for the ordin- 
ary annual services must include nothing else. To 
meet deadlocks in other matters it is provided that, if 
the Lower House twice passes a Bill, an interval of 
three months intervening, and it is rejected by the 
Senate, the Governor-General may dissolve both 
Houses; if the Lower House then again passes the Bill, 
and the Senate rejects it, a joint sitting may be held, 
and if the Bill is approved by an absolute majority of 
members of the two Houses it may become law. If, 
however, the issue is a constitutional change, and 
either House twice passes a Bill by an absolute ma- 
jority, and it is rejected by the other House, the 
Governor-General may refer the issue to a popular 
referendum forthvsdth; in practice, of course, he would 
only act as ministers advised. The deadlock provision 
for ordinary legislation was put into effect in 1914, 
with wholly disastrous residts for the Government, on 
whose advice it was granted. In general the Senate 
has shown much strength, while the mode of its 
election has hitherto operated to give one party or the 
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other a very large majority in its ranks. But it has Chapter 

developed very little State feeling, and like the L 

Canadian Senate is divided on federal political party 
lines and does not act, as may the United States 
Senate, as a States House. 

In Victoria the Council has, like the Senate, no finan- 
cial initiative, but in both cases it is expressly provided 
that the imposition or appropriation of fibaes or pen- 
alties, or of fees for services or licences, is not to be 
taken as financial legislation so as to prevent the 
Council initiating such proposals. Further, the Council 
may not amend financial legislation, though it can 
reject it, but it may suggest amendments to the As- 
sembly, provided that these do not increase the burden 
on the public, and in practice the power of suggestion 
is practically as useful as that of amendment, since 
it can be enforced by the right to reject. In case of 
deadlock provision is made that the Governor may 
dissolve the Assembly when a BiU has been rejected 
by the Council, not less than six months before the 
date of its dissolution by efldux of time; if after the 
election the. Bill is again passed and again rejected, he 
may, not less than nine or more than twelve months 
after the dissolution, dissolve both Houses simultane- 
ously. The procedure is clumsy and ineffective, but the 
Upper House, though strongly entrenched, is prepared 
to accept the popular will when it is clearly expressed. 

In South Australia friction between the Houses has 
been often severe, since, unlike Victoria, South Aus- 
tralia is a State where Labour is often powerful in the 
Lower House; in 1911 anappealwas made by theLabour 
Government of the day to secure Imperial interven- 
tion to coerce the Upper House, but the idea was 
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Chapter rejected by that Government on tbe ground that such 
ill action could only be taken if all other constitutional 
remedies had been exhausted; if it were desired by a 
large majority; and if it were necessary to enable the 
work of the State to be carried on. The powers of the 
Council are very substantial; an Act of 1913 provides 
that a money Bill or money clause in a Bill shall origin- 
ate only in the House of Assembly, and the Legis- 
lative Council may not amend any money clause, but 
may return any Bill containing a money clause with a 
suggestion to omit or amend such clause, or to insert 
additional money clauses, or may send to the Assembly 
a Bill containing suggested money clauses, but only as 
requests. The power of the Council applies to the money 
clauses in an appropriation Bill only when such clauses 
contain some provision appropriating revenue for some 
new purpose, or dealing with some matter other than 
the appropriation of revenue. For general deadlocks 
there exists only the inadequate provision that, when 
a Bill has been passed by the Assembly, and fails to 
pass the Council, and is passed again by the Assembly 
after a general election, the second and third readings 
being passed by an absolute majority, and is again re- 
jected by the Cotmcil, the Governor may within six 
months either dissolve both Houses or issue writs for 
the addition of nine members to the Council. This is 
clearly a cumbrous and ineffective proceeding. 

In Western Australia, while the Council has no finan- 
cial mitiative, it may like the Senate suggest amend- 
ments, the principles of the Commonwealth constitu- 
tion having been adopted in 1921. It is, in point of fact, 
a powerful body exercising a very considerable amount 
of control when Labour Governments are anxious to 
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carry out socialistic undertakings at tke public expense, Chapter 
tbougb it is iuevitable that no Upper House can really — 1 
effectively deal with matters of this kind if the Lower 
House represents a strong popular feeling. No dead- 
lock provisions exist, and the same condition applies 
to Tasmania, where the Upper House is in a specially 
strong position, seeing that the use of proportional 
representation in the Lower results in the Grovernment 
of the day having a microscopic majority, and, there- 
fore, practically no moral strength in conflicts with the 
Upper House. Proposals to abolish the Upper House 
or reduce its powers naturally had no success, until in 
1924-5 Bills not accepted by the Council were illegally 
assented to. The result was an Act of 1926 declaring 
void clauses in appropriation Bills not confined to the 
ordinary annual supply and income-tax and land-tax 
rating Acts containing other provisions. Bills of these 
kinds the Council cannot amend nor can it amend any 
measure so as to increase or impose any burden on 
the people or appropriate revenue. But it can suggest 
amendments where it cannot amend. The Act is prob- 
ably without legal effect, but enunciates a constitu- 
tional principle. 

Under the elective constitution contemplated for 
New Zealand by the Act of 1914, the Lower House may 
carry any money Bill, defined as in the Parliament Act, 

1911, over the head of the Council. The Council, how- 
ever, while it may not initiate a money Bill (other than 
a Bill imposing or appropriating fines, penalties, or 
fees) may amend any money Bill, other than a taxation 
Bill, or one for the ordinary annual appropriation, pro- 
vided that it may not increase the burden on the people, 
and it may suggest amendments to any Bill it cannot 
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Ch^ter amend. For deadlocks on general legislation it is pro- 
— 1 vided that, if a Bill is passed in two successive sessions 
hy the Lower House and rejected by the Council, the 
Governor may convene a j oint sitting, when the Bill may 
be passed by an absolute majority of the members of 
both Houses, and if not, both Houses may be dissolved 
simultaneously, but not later than six months before 
the dissolution of the Lower House by eflux of time. 

In the Union the Senate has no financial initiative, 
save as regards the imposition or appropriation of 
fines or penalties. It may not amend any Bill so as to 
increase any proposed charges or burden on the people, 
nor any Bill so far as it imposes taxation, or appropri- 
ates revenue or moneys for the service of the Govern- 
ment, but any Bill which appropriates revenue or 
moneys for the ordinary annual services of the Govern- 
ment shall deal only with such appropriation. It may, 
however, reject measures which it cannot amend. For 
deadlocks it is provided that, if a Bill is passed by the 
Assembly in two successive sessions and is rejected by 
the Senate, the Governor-General may convene a joint 
sitting, when the BiU may be passed if approved by a 
majority of the total number of members of both 
Houses;’^ if the Bill deals with the appropriation of 
revenue or moneys for the pubhc service, the joint 
sitting may be held in the same session as the rejection. 
The Senate in point of fact has proved a comparatively 
weak and not very satisfactory body, but no su^estion 
to increase its powers would be acceptable. 

An effort has been made, notably in the Common- 
wealth and in New South Wales, to meet the danger of 

1 As the Senate Las only 40 members to 160 of the Lower House, its 
inferiority in power is clear. , 
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the hasty undertaking of public works by the Govern- Chapter 
ment. Thus in New South Wales no such work, which 
is hkely to cost over £20,000, may be approved until 
it has been referred on the motion of a minister to a 
Committee consisting of three members of the Council 
and four of the Assembly; on the report of this body 
the decision of the Assembly is taken as to proceeding 
with the work or not, and, if it resolves to do so, a 
statutory obligation is cast upon the minister to intro- 
duce a separate Bill for this purpose, which can, of 
course, be rejected by the Upper House ^ without the 
comphcations resrdting from the inclusion of the pro- 
posal in a general appropriation Bill. In the Common- 
wealth the limit is £25,000, and the procedure analogous. 

English is normally the official language of the Do- 
minion Parhaments and courts, but French has eq[ual 
rights in the Dominion of Canada and Quebec, and 
English and Dutch, including under Act No. 8 of 1925, 
Afrikaans, are equal official languages in the Union of 
South Africa. In 1926 of those over age seven nearly 
60 per cent were bilingual. 


7. The Federations and the Union 

In the case of New Zealand, where provincial gov- 
ernment disappeared in 1876, and of Newfoundland, 
there is but one legislature which may at pleasure 
delegate powers of making by-laws to municipahties 
and other local government bodies. In Canada, the 
Commonwealth, and the Union, on the other hand, 

^ The practice as to the number of ministers in the Upper House 
varies greatly. The Canadian Government of 1921 laid down the prin- 
ciple that as a rule only ministers without portfolio should sit in the 
Senate. But that has not been rigidly followed. 
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there is a complex system in which legislative power 
is in some degree divided, and with it also executive 
authority. There is, however, a fundamental distinc- 
tion between the cases of the federations and the Union. 
The Union Parhament has plenary powers to legislate 
on any topic, and to confer on its oflS.cials executive 
functions in this regard, so that the provincial councils 
are without any exclusive powers. Nevertheless they 
were imder the South Africa Act, 1909, not liable to be 
abolished, nor might their powers be dinainished, save 
by Bill reserved for the consideration of the Imperial 
Government,^ and, as they represent the four Colonies 
which amalgamated in the Union, they possess a 
vitality of their own which renders the formal dis- 
abilities under which they suffer of less consequence 
than might have been expected, and which may secure 
their survival though reservation was abolished in 
1934. 

(a) The Dominion of Canada 

In Canada federation was effected by men who, like 
Sir John Macdonald, would have willingly seen a much 
greater measure of unity brought about, but who recog- 
nised the strength of local feeling as forbidding this, 
and, therefore, compromised on the issue. All direct 
relations of the Imperial Government and the pro- 
vinces were cut off, and a representation from a pro- 
vince reaches that Government only in so far as it 
pleases the Canadian Government to send it on. The 
Lieutenant-Go'vemors are appointed by the Governor- 
General, paid by the Dominion, and may be removed 
from oflice at the discretion of the Dominion Govern- 

^ Thus Act No. 5 of 1921, depriving the Provincial Council of the 
Transvaal of the power to tax the profits of the gold-mines, was reserved. 
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ment. This fact does not give the Dominion Govern- Chapter 
ment as originally planned any direct hold over the 
provinces, but it does assure them the means of keeping 
in touch with provincial governments. But the Do- 
minion has also the power of requiring the Lieutenant- 
Governors to reserve provincial Bills, though this is 
practically never done, and the originally much more 
important power of disallowing provincial Acts within, 
a year after receipt by the Governor-General. The use 
of this power is mainly confined to Acts which infringe 
the principles of the distribution of legislative power 
in Canada, or contravene Imperial interests applicable 
to Canada, as, for example, British Columbian legis- 
lation directed against Japanese immigration or em- 
ployment, and, more rarely, cases of Acts confiscating 
property without compensation on an adequate basis. 

The power is one to be discreetly exercised,^ it has been 
used very rarely since 1896; in 1918 a British Columbia 
Act was disallowed as it interfered with an arrange- 
ment to which the federation was a party, and in 1923 
aNova Scotia Act as it interfered unfairly with property 
rights; but the local governments acquiesced. 

The division of legislative and executive authority 
is based on the principle that the residuary authority 
hes with the Dominion, a deliberate deviation from the 
United States model, which in other regards greatly 
influenced the form of the Constitution; the revelation 
of the weakness of the central Government by the 
events leading up to the Civil War of 1861-5 had 
greatly impressed the creators of federation with the 

^ 1x1 April 1936 both in England and in Canada appeals were made 
for its use against Ontario legislation cancelling contracts for hydro- 
electric power* Of. Dawson, Constitutional Issues in Canada^ pp. 446“59. 

2b 
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necessity of a strong central power. The Dominion, 
therefore, has exclusive powers in all matters not ex- 
pressly assigned to the provinces, and, without pre- 
judice to this plenitude of authority, it has the sole 
right to legislate regarding mihtary and naval defence; 
the postal service; the census and statistics; navigation 
and shipping, beacons, buoys, and lighthouses, quaran- 
tine, and the establishment of marine hospitals; sea- 
coast and ioland fisheries; interprovincial and inter- 
national ferries; currency, banking, bills of exchange, 
interest, legal tender, and weights and measures; 
patents, copyright, bankruptcy; marriage and divorce; 
criminal law, including procedure, but excluding the 
constitution of courts; naturalisation and alienage; and 
Indians and the lands reserved for them. Moreover, it 
has an absolutely unhmited right of taxation and of 
raising loans and of managing its property; it has also 
a general power to regulate trade and commerce, but 
this authority, which was intended to have wider scope, 
has been restricted by judicial interpretation to cover 
only regulations for political purposes, such as the im- 
position of restrictions on trade in arms, or in liquor or 
some similar end.^ While the provinces have powers 
of regulation of immigration and agriculture, the 
Dominion has paramount legislative authority on both 
these topics. Finally, the Dominion possesses fuU legis- 
lative authority to carry out any obligations imposed 
by treaty on Canada, including, it appears, the right 
for this purpose to invade the sphere of authority of 
the provinces, though it is usual and obviously con- 
stitutional to obtain the concurrence of the provinces 

^ It has been held that federal regulation of prices is, in peace, in- 
competent; see Keith, Jowm, Comp. Leg. iv. 238 . 
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in the course proposed,^ and for the necessary legisla- Chapter 
tion to be passed by the provinces, as was proposed 
in the case of labour conventions accepted by Canada. 

It must, however, be noted that in 1935 the Con- 
servative Government announced its adoption of a 
pohcy of social legislation intended to confer on the 
workers in the Dominion many advantages of the 
type popular in Australia. The motive power for this 
movement was largely supphed by the pressure of 
economic difficulties, and the encouragement accorded 
by the spectacle of the “New Deal” in the United 
States, which has always exerted a profound influence 
on Canada. It was announced that it was proposed to 
use the power of ratifying arrangements as to social 
legislation arrived at under the procedure of the 
Labour organisation of the League of Nations so as to 
confer legislative power overriding provincial law on 
such issues as the eight-hours day. Eeliance was also 
placed on the decision of the Privy Council in the case 
of radio control in Canada,^ when it held that, though 
the agreement respecting radio communication was 
not an Empire treaty in the sense of Section 132 of the 
British North America Act, it was sufficient basis for 
the use of the general and residuary power of the 
Dominion. How far this plan can succeed remains to be 
seen. It can hardly be denied that it is unconstitutional 

^ Neither the Doi^nion nor the provinces can alone deal efiectively 
with liquor legislation, and a most complex system of concurrent legisla- 
tion was found necessary, but unsatisfactory, to effect prohibition in 
Ontario and other provinces. Since 1919 this system has been repealed 
in favour of State control; the referendum has been freely used in this 
connection. 

2 RadiQ Gommunication in Canada^ In re, [1932] A.C. 304; cf. Regula- 
tion and Control of Aeronautics in Canada, In re, [1932] A.C. 54; Keith, 

The Constitutional Law of the British Dominions, pp. 300 f . 
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Chapter in the sense that it gives a very changed force to the 
constitution, whose provisions were intended to cover 
only such cases as air navigation which was regulated 
by a convention made in the name of the Empire. 

Resort to this device^ is in part explained by the 
fact that it has proved impossible to secure any agree- 
ment on the method of altering the constitution and 
the extent of such alteration. It may be hoped that 
ultimately some accord may be reached , on this 
accormt rather than the progress of necessary legisla- 
tion remain subject to the complex diflS.culties of legal 
interpretation. 

The provinces have exclusive powers of legislation 
on the whole topic of property and civil rights; the 
solemnisation of marriage; the incorporation of com- 
panies with provincial objects, i.e. whose sphere of 
action is primarily confined to the province; municipal 
institutions; the control of public lands belonging to 
the province; the establishment and maintenance of 
prisons, hospitals, asylums, and other charities; and 
local works and undertakings, excluding, however, 
railways or other works extending beyond provincial 
limits, steamship lines connecting the province with 
any other place, and such local works as the Parlia- 
ment of Canada may declare to be for the general 
advantage of Canada or of two or more provinces. 
All matters of a merely local or private nature are 
also entrusted to the provinces, together with the ad- 

^ Another mode of federal intrusion into the provincial sphere has 
been by grants for local matters conditional on federal control, e.g, 
agricultural instruction (1913), technical education (1919), highways 
(1919), old-age pensions (1927), unemployment relief (1930-35), voca- 
tional education (1931). Of. Dawson, Constitutional Issues in Canada, 
pp. 459-71. 
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ministration of justice, including the constitution, and Chapter 
maintenance of courts, both of civil and criminal juris- 
diction, and civil procedure. Their powers of taxation 
are limited to direct taxation and the imposing of shop, 
saloon, tavern, auctioneer, or other licences, with a 
view to raising revenue for provincial, local, or muni- 
cipal purposes; they can also borrow money on the 
sole credit of the province. Punishment by fine, 
penalty (including confiscation), or imprisonment may 
be imposed for breach of any enactment of the legisla- 
ture within the ambit of its power. As regards immigra- 
tion and agriculture, the provinces have powers sub- 
ordinate to those of the Dominion. The provinces have 
in general sole control of education, but no Act may 
prejudicially affect any right or privilege with respect 
to denominational schools enjoyed by any class of 
persons at the date of union; moreover, when any 
system of separate schools existed at the union as in 
Ontario and Quebec, or has since been created, as in 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta, an appeal lies 
to the Do mini on G-overnment from any Act or decision 
of a provincial authority, affecting any right or privi- 
lege of a Protestant or Roman Catholic minority; if 
the award then made by the Dominion Government is 
not carried out, the Dominion Parliament may pass 
remedial legislation for the province. The privileges 
referred to are essentially denominational, not of 
language,^ and the power of the Parhament to give 
redress is extremely difficult of application, efforts to 
do so in regard to Manitoba being one of the causes 
leading to the Conservative debacle in 1896. 

* Decided by the Privy Council in 1917-20 in the case of the schools 
of Ontario: Ottawa Romm Caiholic Separate Schools Trustees v. Royal 
Bank, [1920] A.C. 230. 
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Chapter As the resouices of the provinces are inadequate to 
^ maintain them in view of their limited powers of 
taxation^ subsidies are granted by the Dominion, 
growing with increase of population, the amounts 
being revised in 1907 generally. Special allowances are 
made also to Manitoba in view of the extension of her 
boundaries in 1912, and to Prince Edward Island as 
the least prosperous of the provinces, while the Mari- 
time provinces have been promised special aid. As 
the main grants are contained in Imperial Acts, the 
Dominion cannot control in this way the actions of the 
provinces. The provinces also can amend freely their 
constitutions save as regards the office of Lieutenant- 
Governor; the Dominion has extremely limited powers 
of fundamental change, a fact due to the recognition 
of the British North America Act, 1867, as a legisla- 
tive affirmation of a compact between the provinces, 
which ought only to be altered with practically unani- 
mous provincial assent. Under their wide power the 
western provinces have experimented with limited 
schemes * of initiative and referendum, of which that 
in Manitoba,® however, has been pronounced invalid, 
since it deprived the Lieutenant-Governor of his 

^ Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta had the disadvantage of not 
owning the public domain, which was administered by the Dominion, 
until in 1930 its surrender was agreed upon and new subsidies arranged: 
British Korth America Act, 1930; Manitoba agreement, ss. 20, 21; Sas- 
katchewan, ss. 21-4; Alberta, ss. 20-22. 

2 A useful variant is the power given by an Xct (c. 35) of 1921 in 
Alberta to the Lieutenant-Governor in Council to take at pleasure a » 
plebiscite, on the desirability of new legislation, or the amendment of 
the law. 

® Initiative and Beferendum Act, In re, [1919] A.C. 935. Yet the Alberta 
Liq^uor Act enacted as the result of a popular vote under the Direct 
Legislation Act, 4 Geo. V. c. 3, was held valid in M. v. Nat Bell Liquors, 
Ltd,, [1922] 2 A.C. 128. 
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power to assent or refuse to assent to provincial Bills. Chapter 
That officer, though, a nominee of the Dominion 
Government, is a representative of the Crown in ah. 
matters of provincial concern, and possesses by im- 
phcation a devolution of the royal prerogative so far 
as is necessary for the administration of the province. 

(6) The Commonwealth of Australia 

The federation of the Commonwealth was under- 
taken rather in recognition of the advantages of 
common action in external matters as against foreign 
interests in the Pacific and the influx of criminals, 
and in such questions as the tariff and communica- 
tions, than for any pressing need of unity, and hence 
it is based on the principle of creating a new entity, 
which should leave to the Colonies, which became 
States, as much power as possible. The connection be- 
tween the Imperial Crown and the States thus remains 
unbroken; the Governors are appointed by the Im- 
perial Government, and they are in no sense sub- 
ordinates of the Governor-General; they do not corre- 
spond with the Imperial Government through him, 
though normally they keep him supplied with copies 
of their despatches. The legislation of the States cannot 
he disallowed by the Commonwealth, and the powers 
of the States in all matters remain unaltered as before 
federation, save in so far as the constitution of 1900 
grants exclusive powers to the Commonwealth. The 
Commonwealth, however, is also granted concurrent 
powers on a considerable range of topics, and when 
these powers are exercised they supersede State 
powers. The Governor-General and the Governors 
share the prerogative according to the same distinc- 
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Oiiapter tion; constitutionally, for instance, the Governor- 

1. General may pardon ofiences against Commonwealth 

laws, the Governors those against State laws, and the 
former only can exercise war prerogatives. 

The Commonwealth has power over the postal 
service; the census and statistics; lighthouses, light- 
ships, beacons and buoys, quarantine; fisheries in 
Australian waters beyond territorial limits; astronomi- 
cal and meteorological observations; currency, legal 
tender, banking (other than State banking not extend- 
ing beyond the hmits of the State), bills of exchange; 
weights and measures; patents, copyright, trade-marks, 
bankruptcy, insurance (other than State insurance con- 
fined to State limits); foreign corporations and trading 
or financial corporations formed within the limits of 
the Commonwealth; marriage and divorce; invahd and 
old-age pensions; naturalisation and aliens; immigra- 
tion and emigration; the influx of criminals; the control 
of railways with respect to mihtary and naval trans- 
port; the acquisition on just terms of property from 
any State; and, subject to the consent of the State 
concerned, the acquisition or construction of railways 
in a State. It may also legislate for the people of any 
race (other than the aboriginal inhabitants of any 
State), for whom special legislation is deemed neces- 
sary, for the relations of the Commonwealth with the 
islands of the Pacific, and for external affairs, but it 
seems dubious if this power is sufiflcient to enable the 
Commonwealth to invade the spheres of the States 
even in order to carry out treaty obhgations. A 
remedy for this lack of authority is, however, present 
in the power of the States to confer authority on 
the Commonwealth for any purpose, as was done by 
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several States in regard to aerial navigation Tke Chapter 
Commonwealtli powers as to trade and commerce are 
confined to the regulation of foreign and inter-State 
trade and navigation, excluding, therefore, the control 
of industry and shipping within a State, and to con- 
cihation and arbitration for the settlement of indus- 
trial disputes extending beyond the limits of any one 
State. Indirectly, however, the Commonwealth can 
greatly influence trade by its exclusive power of im- 
posing customs and excise duties, and of granting 
bounties, though the States are permitted to grant 
bounties on metals, and, with the consent of the Com- 
monwealth, on other products also. The Common- 
wealth has a general power of taxation, but must not 
discriminate between States or parts of States, and it 
controls the naval and military forces which no State 
may maintain save with its consent. The grant of 
preferential treatment to any State by any law regard- 
ing revenue, trade, or commerce, is prohibited, nor may 
the Commonwealth deprive any State of the reasonable 
use of its waters for conservation or navigation, nor 
may it legislate as to religion. On the other hand no 
State may coin money, or make anything save gold or 
silver legal tender, nor may it discriminate between its 
own citizens and those of other States. The Common- 
wealth Parhament may forbid State authorities giving 
preferential treatment on State railways, if such treat- 
ment is held by the inter-State Commission, provided 
for in the constitution, to be undue and unreasonable, 
or unjust to any State; but the Commission has been 
allowed to lapse at present. Commonwealth property 
is exempt from State taxation, and vice versa, but 
State imports are subject to customs duties. The States 
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Chapter may not impede freedom of intercourse and trade 
within the Commonwealth. 

The interpretation of the constitution has remained 
in the hands of the High Court, which has refused save 
in one case to certify as fit for decision by the Privy 
Council any case involving the question of the rights 
inter se of the Commonwealth and a State, or of two 
or more States. In the early years of its existence it 
adopted from the American constitution, which greatly 
impressed the fathers of federation, the doctrines 
of immunity of instrumentalities and reserved powers. 
Thus it held that the federation could not by indirect 
means interfere with the authority over internal trade 
and production reserved to the States, and that the 
States could not tax Commonwealth instrumentali- 
ties, even to the extent of imposing the obligation to 
stamp a receipt for a federal salary or income tax on 
federal salaries. Similarly, it forbade the Common- 
wealth Court of Concihation and Arbitration to deal 
with the terms of employment of State railway ser- 
vants, and it ruled that the awards of the court could 
not override positive State law. In 1920, however, this 
interpretation was laid aside, and the court resorted 
to the principles of interpretation of statutes adopted 
in Enghsh courts and declared appficable by the 
Privy Council to the Austrahan constitution. This 
change of view has greatly weakened the position of the 
States. Their servants on the State railways and other 
undertakings are subject to determinations of wages 
by the courts, their loans are subject to Common- 
wealth taxation if the Commonwealth thinks fit, suits 
in tort can be brought against them 'without their 
consent. Moreover the exigencies of the war led to 
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the "wholesale invasion by the Commonwealth of the Chapter 

sphere of taxation which had originally in practice 1 

been left to the States. Use was made of the dificalties 
into which the States were thus reduced to secure 
their assent to a Financial Agreement, which was duly 
approved by legislation by aU the States and the 
Commonwealth, and became part of the constitution 
by a constitutional amendment in 1929. 

The agreement proved in 1932 of the utmost im- 
portance to the Commonwealth. Under it the Com- 
monwealth undertook, in heu of other subsidies, to 
pay a very large proportion of the interest on the 
States debts, the obhgation of which it took over, and 
to contribute generously towards sinking funds for 
the extinction of existing and future debts. New South 
Wales under a Labour regime defaulted in its obliga- 
tion to pay part of the interest, and refused to obey 
the decision of the High Court ^ that it must pay. 
Legislation was then passed under the constitutional 
amendment (s. 105 A.) authorising legislation to en- 
force the agreement, sequestering State revenues, and, 
when the State Premier endeavoured to frustrate the 
efforts to collect these revenues, he was dismissed for 
disobedience to law by the Governor. The ensuing 
general election approved his action, and the State 
resumed obedience to its obligations. It is, however, 
clear that the amendment has deeply interfered with 
State autonomy, by overriding the law that no appro- 
priation of revenue or taxation can be imposed save 
by the State Parliament for State purposes.® 

By the provision of equal representation in the 

^ Keith, Journ, Comp. Leg. xr. 118-20. 

* See above. Chap. I. s. 6. 
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Chapter Senate for eaci. State, regardless of size, there is a 
more formal recognition of State equality than in 
Canada, where the minor provinces are accorded much 
smaller representation than Ontario and Quebec, but 
the Senate has not proved in any sense a champion of 
State rights any more than has the Canadian Senate. 
The States retain power of constitutional alteration, 
but their position is much less secure than that of the 
provinces, for the Commonwealth constitution itself 
may be altered, and the position of the States vitally 
affected, by laws passed by the Commonwealth Par- 
liament by absolute majorities and approved at a 
referendum by a majority of voters and a majority 
of States. The States, however, are protected by the 
rule that no alteration diminishing the proportionate 
representation of any State in either house of Parlia- 
ment, or the minimum number of representatives of 
a State in the House of Representatives, or increasing, 
dumnishing, or otherwise altering the limits of the 
State, or in any manner affecting the provisions of 
the constitution in relation thereto, may become law 
unless the majority of the electors voting in the State 
approve the proposed law. 

The restrictions on the activities of the Common- 
wealth under the constitution have proved consider- 
able, and repeated efforts have been made to secure 
for the Commonwealth power to deal with all forms 
of trade and commerce, including intira-State trade; 
industrial matters generally, including the wages and 
conditions of labour; the control of corporations gener- 
ally; and the power to regulate monopoHes, and in 
suitable circumstances to operate the monopoly for 
the good of the Commonwealth. But proposals shghtly 
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varied in each, case failed at referenda of 1911, 1913, Chapter 
1919, and 1926, showing that the people are not pre- 
pared for the complete submergence of State auto- 
nomy, and a Royal Commission which considered the 
constitution did not recommend any vital changes. 

A demand for secession by Western Austraha author- 
ised by a referendum was vainly presented to the 
Imperial Parhament in 1935. 

Territories of the Commonwealth and New Zealand 

The Commonwealth controls certain territories, 
which in part are included in its area, in part are 
separate from it. 

(1) The Northern Territory, with an area of 523,620 
square miles and a European population httle over 
4000 in number, was transferred on January 1, 1911, 
from South Austraha, which had held it since 1863. 

In 1926 it was subdivided into two parts. Central and 
North Australia, each administered by a Government 
Resident with an Advisory Council, and a Develop- 
ment Comnodssion was instituted. In 1931 the project 
was abandoned, the Councils and Commission dis- 
appeared, and administration was restored to the 
hands of an Administrator. Legislation is efiected by 
the Grovernor-G-eneral in Council. 

(2) The Federal Capital Territory has attained 
especial importance since Parhament House was 
opened there in 1927, thus superseding the practice 
under which Parhament had sat at Melbourne. Under 
legislation of 1930 and action by ordinance taken there- 
under the administration of the territory is vested in 
the Minister of the Interior, who has an Advisory 
Council of the Director-General of Health and three 
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Chapter ofl&cers of the Department of the Interior, together 
with two residents elected for two years by adult 
suffrage. 

(3) Norfolk Island has an interesting history. 
Colonised in 1788 , it was used as a penal settlement 
until 1813 , and then again from 1826 to 1855 , being 
formally annexed in 1844 to Tasmania. In 1856 it was 
transferred to the status of a separate settlement under 
New South Wales, and the descendants of the mutin- 
eers of the Bourdy were removed thither from Pitcairn 
Island, now too small for their maintenance. In 1896 
the island was placed under the control of the Gover- 
nor of New South Wales, but in 1913 the Common- 
wealth Parliament passed the Norfolk Island Act to 
provide for the control of the island on its transfer by 
the Crown to the Commonwealth. Prom January 1, 
1929 , the island has been under the control of the 
Prime Minister’s department. Acts of the Common- 
wealth Parhament do not, unless expressly so pro- 
vided, apply to the island, and legislation is by ordin- 
ance of the Governor-General in Coxmcil. The laws of 
the island remain in force except as varied, and there 
is an Executive Council to advise the Administrator 
and Chief Magistrate. The Magistrate’s Court has 
jurisdiction in aU criminal causes, not capital, and in 
all civil causes, with appeal to the High Court of the 
Commonwealth. The power of pardon is granted to 
the Governor-General. 

( 4 ) Like Norfolk Island, Papua— formerly British 
New Guinea — ^is not part of the Commonwealth but is 
controlled by it under the power given by Section 122 
of the constitution to govern territories handed over 
by the Crown. Originally a Crown Colony, created in 



THE DOMINIONS 


431 


1888, it was transferred to the Commonwealtli ■under ciiapter 
the authority of letters patent of 1902 and the Pap'ua 
Act, 1905, with effect from September 1, 1906. The 
Government retains the usual Crown Colony form. 

The Lieutenant-Governor is aided by an Executive 
Council of seven officials, and legislates with the aid 
of a Legislative Council, which includes the members 
of the Executive Council and five unofficial members 
nominated by the Governor-General. The territory is 
only in part under effective administration. There is 
little organised native society, so that rule through 
chiefs is impossible, and the most useful agency has 
proved to be native police. The Lieutenant-Governor 
is judge of the Central Court, which with the powers 
of a Supreme Court sits where required for serious 
offences and civil business. There are eight magisterial 
di'visions in which Resident Magistrates exercise both 
executive and judicial powers, and there are for petty 
matters Native Magistrates’ courts. The island, how- 
ever, does not enjoy, as does Norfolk Island, free 
entry for its produce into the Commonwealth. 

(5) Since 1933 the Commonwealth has been re- 
sponsible under an Order in Council of Eebruary 7, 

1933, for the government of the Australian Antarctic 
Territory, being that territory south of the 60th 
degree of south latitude which hes between the 
145th degree of east longitude and the 45th degree of 
east longitude, excluding Adehe Land. The Governor- 
General may legislate by ordinance.^ In the same year 
provision was made for the acceptance of control over 
the Ashmore and Cartier Islands in the Indian Ocean 
off the north-west coast of Australia, under an Order 

1 Act No. 8 of 1933. 
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Chapter in Coiuicil of Jtily 23, 1931. The Governor-General in 
this case also legislates by ordinance.^ 

New Zealand had earlier acquired under Imperial 
Order in Council of July 30, 1923, control over the 
Antarctic region south of the 60th degree of south 
latitude, and lying between the 160th degree of east 
longitude and the 150th degree of west longitude. The 
power to govern this area purports to be given under 
the British Settlements Act, 1887, and some doubt 
may exist as to the legitimacy of the delegation of 
legislative authority to a single ofdcer in the area. 
Since February 11, 1926, under Imperial Orders in 
Council of November 4, 1925, New Zealand has ad- 
ministered from Apia, Western Samoa, the Union 
group of islands. The Cook Islands, whose administra- 
tion has been dealt with above, are an integral part 
of New Zealand, to which they were annexed on 
June 11, 1901, having been under a British Protector- 
ate since 1888. 

Note will be taken below of the mandated terri- 
tories of Australia and New Zealand, as well as that 
of the Union of South Africa. 

(c) The Union of South Africa 

The Union constitution provides for the appoint- 
ment by the Governor-General in Council of an Ad- 
ministrator who is the head of the provincial executive, 
but must act with a committee of four persons ap- 
pointed by proportional representation whether coun- 
cillors or not; the Administrator has a casting vote 
in the discussions in case of equality but cannot act 
against the advice of the Committee. Nor has he any 

1 Act No. 60 of 1933. 
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power to dissolve tlie Council before the end of its Chapter 

three years’ term. The Executive Committee has full 1 

executive authority in all matters within the sphere 
of the provincial council’s authority to legislate. The 
Union Government may also impose other duties on 
the Administrator, hut these he performs on his own 
authority, without consulting the Committee unless 
he desires. The Administrator is also given a definite 
control over provincial finance, for no appropriation, 
whether of moneys raised by provincial taxation or of 
Union grants, can be made save on his recommendation 
to the Council, and all moneys must be issued under 
warrant from him. 

The legislative powers of the provincial councils ex- 
tend to the borrowing of money on the sole credit of 
the province, with the consent of the Union Govern- 
ment and in accordance with regulations framed by 
Parliament; education, other than higher education; 
agriculture to the extent defimed by Parhament; con- 
trol of hospitals and charitable institutions; municipal 
and other local institutions; local works and under- 
takings, other than railways and harbours, and works 
extending beyond the provincial borders, and subject 
to the power of Parhament to declare any work a 
national work, and to provide for its construction by 
arrangement with the Council or otherwise; roads, out- 
spans, ponts and bridges other than inter-provincial 
bridges; markets and pounds; fiish and game preserva- 
tion; the imposition of punishment by fi.ne, penalty, or 
imprisonment for enforcing any law or any ordinance 
of the province made in relation to its subjects of 
control; and generally all matters which, in the opinion 
of the Union Government, are of merely local or private 

2f 
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Chapter nature in tlie province, or in respect of wliicli Parlia- 
ment may delegate the power of legislation. By legis- 
lation of 1913-25 the powers of the councils have been 
extended to include the destruction of noxious weeds 
and vermin, and the control of dogs; the experimental 
cultivation of sugar, tea, and vines; grants to agricul- 
tural and kindred societies; library, museum, and art 
gallery administration, with certain exceptions; the 
administration of cemetery and casualty wards; poor 
relief; the regulation of shop hours; the estabhshment 
and administration of townships. In 1925 town plan- 
ning was authorised. It may also deal with the hcensing 
and control of vehicles, horse-racing and betting, and 
of places of amusement. The provinces have also been 
given as sources of revenue the right to levy hospital 
and education fees, and licence fees for dog, sporting, 
motor, flower-picking, and game licences. They may 
raise auction dues, tax vehicles, amusements, betting, 
personal incomes and company receipts on defined 
conditions, the ownership of immovable property, and 
impose hcence duties on the right to import non-Union 
goods for sale. The general power of direct taxation 
conceded in 1909 has disappeared; the Labour adminis- 
tration of the Transvaal had used it to tax mining 
profits, and its right to do so was upheld by the courts, 
which led to its annulment in 1921, and in 1922 direct 
taxation of natives was forbidden. 

The provincial ordinances must be assented to by 
the G-overnor-General in Council; they may be reserved 
by him for consideration, but fall to the ground if not 
assented to within a year. The assent is not by any 
means a formality, and is of special importance, as it 
can be, and has been, used to secure the observance of 
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the rale that the control and administration of native chapter 
affairs and of naatters specially or differently affecting 
Asiatics throughout the Union is vested in the Gov- 
ernor-General in Council. Any ordinance is valid only 
in so far as it does not disagree with an Act of Parlia- 
ment, and may at any time he superseded by such an 
Act. A council may recommend to Parliament legisla- 
tion which it cannot enact, and may take evidence in 
matters which have to be dealt with by private Bills, 
which will obviate the necessity of further investiga- 
tion by Parliament. 

In addition to revenues raised by themselves the 
provinces receive subsidies from Union funds, fixed ia 
1913 at a half the ordinary annual expenditure, since 
1931 at £16 17s. 6d. per head for the first 30,000 pupils 
and £14 per head for the excess number in each pro- 
vince; the licence fees fixed since 1925 by the Union 
in respect of trades, professions, and occupations; and 
the proceeds of transfer duties, liquor licences, and, in 
Transvaal labour districts, native pass fees. In addition 
Natal and the Orange Free State are allocated £76,000 
annually as extra allowances. The whole issue is under 
reconsideration. 

Up to 1930 through the Governor-General the Union 
enjoyed contact with the native territories, which be 
administered as High Commissioner of the Imperial 
Government, Basutoland, which is a Colony, and the 
Protectorates of Swaziland and Bechuanaland.^ Ad- 

^ The territories are now under the control of the High Commissioner 
for Basutoland, the Bechuanaland Protectorate, and Swaziland, who 
serves also as High Commissioner for the United Kingdom in the Union. 

The Union has pressed for the transfer of the territories but objections 
have been expressed by the natives: Keith, Letters on Imperial Edations, 
1916-1935, pp. 161, 163, 169, 170, 
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Ciiapter mission to Southern Rhodesia with provincial status 

•rTT 

1 was offered in 1922, hut rejected by a popular refer- 
endum; provision exists in the Union constitution for 
the a dmis sion of other territories on agreed terms. 


8. Defence 

(1) Canadian defence is based on the assumption 
that wax with the United States can be ruled out of 
account and that Canada would not be requested by 
the Council of the League of Nations to send forces to 
Europe to enforce sanctions against a State which 
breaks the League Covenant.^ 

The National Defence Act, 1922, transferred to a 
Department of National Defence control of the militia, 
navy, and civil and military aeronautics. The depart- 
ment is controlled by a Minister and Deputy-Mirdster. 
By Order in Council in 1923 there was constituted the 
Defence Council to advise the Minister, of which the 
Deputy-Minister, the Chiefs of the General and Naval 
Staffs, are members and the Adjutant-General, Quarter- 
master-General, and the Director of the Royal Canadian 
Air Force are associate members. 

Canadian policy renders a standing army unneces- 
sary and renders it possible to rely on the non-perma- 
nent, active mihtia, supplemented to a certain extent 
from the small permanent force. The, active mihtia, in 
1934, had an establishment of 9029 officers and 125,722 
other ranks; the active strength was over 51,000, but 
only 36,000 received training of twelve days. The forces 
are as far as possible organised and trained on British 

^ Palmer, Consultation aTid Co-operation in the British GommonweaUh^ 
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lines, for which purpose the Government encourages Chapter 
interchange of officers, the attendance of officers at 
courses of instruction in England, and exchange visits 
between stafi officers. 

The air force of Canada in summer is almost entirely 
devoted to civil operations. Aeroplane photography in 
connection with the preparation of maps, fishery pro- 
tection, a study of the spread of pine bhster, wheat 
rust, etc. Military training is carried out in winter; the 
force in 1933 numbered 103 officers and 591 airmen. 

The sea forces of Canada are intended to protect the 
focal points in Canadian waters at which Canadian 
shipping becomes congested. It is not proposed to con- 
tribute to general Imperial defence or to co-operate in 
the protection of Australia and New Zealand, despite 
the arguments in favour of this course urged from time 
to time by Australian ministers. The naval forces of 
the Dominion, therefore, in 1934, were reduced to four 
destroyers and three minesweepers. In 1934 the per- 
manent force numbered 104 officers and 792 men; there 
was a naval reserve of 500 of all ranks and a volunteer 
reserve of 1 000. The total cost for 1 933-4 was 1 3, 600,000 
dollars. 

In view of the constitutional advance of the Do- 
minions, it is proposed that in any future war Canadian 
personnel will be reserved for Canadian units; the 
Canadian forces will be administratively self-controlled, 
with direct respbnsibihty to the Canadian Government; 
and that, tactically, the Canadian commander will 
probably be under the orders of the Commander- 
in-Chief, but will not be free from responsibihty to 
the Canadian Government for the safety of his com- 
mand. These principles are, of course, an apphcation 
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Ckapter of tlie System adopted in tlie last year of tlie Great 
ill War. 

Compulsory service was enacted, but only for the 
latter part of tbe Great War, and, though in theory all 
able-bodied citizens between the ages of 18 and 60 are 
liable for service in case of war, no use has ever been 
made of this provision. Moreover, it is clear that the 
despatch of forces from Canada could only take place 
on the express authority of Parhament, and perhaps, 
as contended by Mr Meighen, on the authority of a 
general election, or even a referendum. 

(2) Australian defence pohcy accepts primary re- 
sponsibility of each Dominion to provide for local de- 
fence. It accepts the necessity of maintaining equality 
of the British Empire with any naval power and the 
provision of naval bases; recognises the vital necessity 
of preserving the Suez-Red Sea communication, and 
agrees that the preservation of Empire trade routes 
is a matter of common concern, and that equahty of 


status carries some responsibility to share the common 


burden of defence. It therefore aims at securing uni- 


formity of organisation and of training of its forces 


■with those of the United Kingdom at Home and in 


India. 


The ser-vices are administered by the Department of 
Defence, under a Minister and Secretary. There is a 
Council of Defence under the presidency of the Prime 
Minister, on which the three services are' represented and 
which deals with pohcy co-ordinating the requirements 
of sea, air, and land. There is also a Defence Committee, 
whose Chairman is Chief of General Staff and the other 
members of which are the Chiefs of the Naval and 
Air Staff, the Einance Secretary of the Department of 
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Defence, and tlie Secretary. Eacli service lias its own Chapter 
Board under tlie presidency of the Minister for Defence, 
and is responsible for the control and administration 
of the forces. 

The principle of universal compulsory trainiag of a 
citizen army adopted on the advice of Lord Kitchener 
from 1911 to 1929 has been abandoned and the forces 
constituted on a voluntary basis. Under this system 
men from 18 to 40 years of age are enhsted for three 
years, with possible re-engagement up to age 48. The 
normal period of training is sixteen days a year, in- 
cluding eight days’ continuous camp training. The 
divisional organisation created in 1921 is retained, but 
the peace nucleus of the militia forces is reduced to 
30,000 and in addition senior cadets up to 7000 may 
be enrolled from age 14 to 17. The permanent staff is 
merely sufficient for the administration and instmction 
of the military forces. 

The Royal Australian Air Force maintains a flying 
training school, an aircraft depot, two service land- 
plane squadrons, and one service amphibian flight. The 
establishment of the permanent force is 102 officers; 
of the citizen force, 49 officers, and 261 airmen. 

Naval defence since 1913 has been based on the 
supply and maintainance of a navy which remains 
under Commonwealth control in peace and in war un- 
less it is placed under the British Admiralty. The Wash- 
ington Conference of 1921 resulted in the reduction 
of the fleet and the sinking of the battle-cruiser Auz- 
tmlia. Since 1925, however, steps have been taken to 
strengthen the navy and to exchange a cruiser periodi- 
cally, so that Australian sailors who now make up the 
personnel of the sea-going forces may gain experience 
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Chapter in fleet exercises on a large scale. The fleet now con- 
sists o£ two cruisers, Australia and Canberra, and some 
minor vessels. The total strength of the sea-going forces 
in 1934 was 334 officers and 2879 men. There are also 
a fleet reserve, a naval reserve, and a naval volunteer 
reserve. Training is given to midshipmen at the Naval 
College, which siace 1930 is situated at the Fhnders 
Naval Depot, Victoria. It performs for the navy similar 
services to those rendered by the Royal Military Col- 
lege, transferred in 1931 to Victoria Barracks, Sydney, 
from Duntroon. 

A war railway council consisting of mihtary and rail- 
way officers was iastituted in 1911 to furnish advice 
regarding railway transport for military purposes, and 
to secure co-operation between the Defence and the 
Railway departments in regard to concentration and 
mobilisation of troops. 

The total expenditure has risen considerably of 
recent years, and in 1933-4 was over £5,116,000. 

(3) New Zealand, defence stresses the importance of 
the protection of sea-borne trade and deprecates any 
excessive reduction of naval armaments. It aims at 
the greatest measure of similarity of organisation and 
material, and since 1933 a pohcy of strengthening the 
Dominion forces has been emphasised. 

The three services are administered by the Minister 
of Defence through the Naval Board, constituted in 
1921, and the General Headquarters* New Zealand 
Mihtary Forces. The Naval Board is composed of the 
Minister of Defence, the Commodore commanding the 
New Zealand station, and a Captain R.N. The military 
forces are commanded by a general officer responsible 
to the Minister of Defence, assisted by branches of 
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General Headquarters, wMch. are the counterpart in Chapter 
New Zealand of the War Office. ill 

The military forces of New Zealand are divided into 
the permanent forces, which provide commanders and 
stajffs, instructional staff, and nucleus garrison. They 
are liable for service in New Zealand or overseas. The 
Territorial Force, which was recruited by compulsion 
from 1909 to 1930 , is now recruited voluntarily for 
service within the Domi n ion. The New Zealand Air 
Force is maintained as an integral part of the military 
force. The Territorial Force in 1934 numbered 635 
officers and 8634 other ranks. 

The New Zealand division of the Royal Navy is at 
the disposal of the United Kingdom in time of war 
and its officers are derived from the Royal Navy. 
Financial resources compel the reduction of expendi- 
ture as far as practicable, but the Dominion endeavours 
to maintain two cruisers lent by the Admiralty in an 
efficient state, and to provide base and repair facihties 
at Auckland and facilities for training recruits. In 
1933-4 naval defence cost £ 527 , 998 . Two sloops are 
maintained by the British Government for duties in 
the South Pacific within the limits of the New Zealand 
stations. 

( 4 ) The defence of South Africa is organised on the 
basis of the defence of the Union in any part of South 
Africa, whether within or without the Union. ^ Since 
1921 the Uniofi. has undertaken entire responsibility 
for its defence and maintains at Table Bay and at the 
naval base at Simon’s Bay approved coastal defences, 

^ Act ISTo. 13 of 1912; No. 22 of 1922. The code of military law now 
depends on the Defence Act (Amendment) and Dominion Forces Act, 

No. 32 of 1932: Keith, JoUrn, Comp. Leg. xv. 255, 256^ 
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Chapter wHle at Durban a gracing dock is provided, capable 
of taking anything except the largest type of battle- 
cruiser; but the British Government still maintains and 
staffs, under the Commander-in-Chief, the naval base 
at Simonstown. Military policy aims at maintaining a 
quickly mobihsable citizen army, capable of dealing 
with any internal war emergencies or danger on the 
land frontier, of discharging the responsibihties of the 
Union for coastal defence and that of the naval base, 
and affording military training to as many young 
citizens as Union finances permit. The Union Govern- 
ment is specially concerned to be able to control with- 
out delay any native unrest, whether in the Union in 
South-West Africa, or the adjacent territories, Basuto- 
land, Swaziland, and the Bechuanaland Protectorate. 
Its view towards Imperial defence is to maintain 
military organisation in harmony with that of Great 
Britain and to discuss organisation with the War Office 
and Air Ministry, but without prejudice to the absolute 
freedom of the Union’s decision, whether to participate 
in any particular eventuality. The ideal of undertaking 
a share in naval defence proper as a concomitant of 
Dominion status has been dropped and no naval forces 
proper are now maintained by the Union. 

Eesponsibnity for the Union’s forces rests with the 
Department for Union Defence, presided over by a 
Minister. He is advised by a Council of Defence of four 
members. The Secretary for Defence is' also the officer 
commanding the Urdon defence forces. The other prin- 
cipal officers are the Chief of the General Staff, Direc- 
tor of Air Services, Quartermaster-General, Adjutant- 
General, and Director of Mihtary Services. 

The defence system is based on- liability of citizens 
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of European descent in ■war, if between age 17 and Chapter 

60, to render personal service -witbin or without the 1 

Dominion. The citizens between 17 and 25 are Table 
to undergo peace training for a period of four years; 
but only some 60 per cent of those liable are required 
to serve, others being required in their twenty-first 
year to enrol as members of rifle associations. As an 
alternative, citizens may enrol in the South African 
Dmsion K.N.V.E., which is administered under the 
orders of the Commander-in-Chief Africa Station. 

There is a small permanent force for which training 
is given in the South African Military College, and a 
Coast Garrison force. The citizen force is divided into 
the active citizen force, the citizen force reserve, and 
the national reserve, which may be called out in three 
classes, according to age, after the whole of the active 
citizen force and the citizen force reserve have been 
mobilised in time of war. 

The air force has recently been strongly developed 
with a view to providing mobile forces to be used in the 
case of unrest in any part of the Union or adjacent 
territories. Recently the force has adopted aeroplanes 
of other than British make. 

(5) The Irish Free State Department of Defence 
owes its origin to the revolutionary Ministry of Defence 
organised in 1919 to combat British rule. After the 
Treaty of 1921 the Pro'visional Government organised 
the Republicaif forces and formed from them the regu- 
lar army which took over charge of the areas evacuated 
by the British forces in 1922 and overcame the resist- 
ance of Mr de Valera’s folio-wing. The purpose of the 
forces now maintained is internal defence, against local 
disorder or attack; it is essentially a home defence force 
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Chapter wliicli cotild not be used outside tbe State without 
express Parliaraentary authority. The Free State has 
made no suggestion, of desire to share in Imperial 
defence, and it has so far not availed itself of the right 
which it has enjoyed since 1926 of suggesting that it 
should assume a share in the burden of coastal defence. 
As has already been noted, the Free State is bound by 
treaty to permit British occupation of Berehaven, 
Queenstown, and Lough SwiUy, where British warships 
are regularly stationed, and in time of war must afford 
such other facilities as may be claimed, a fact which 
involves the Free State in imminent risk of the refusal 
of any foreign State to allow of the vahdity of any 
claim she might assert to maintain neutrality in a 
British war. 

The autonomy of the Free State is marked in the 
fact that the control of the forces is not associated with 
the name of the King, and the military oath ignores the 
Crown. The command-in-chief is vested in the Execu- 
tive Council, which exercises it through the Minister of 
Defence, who is styled Commander-in-Chief, but may 
not assign to himself executive command, and who 
may not be an of&cer on Ml pay. 

The Minister presides over the Council of Defence, 
which contains a civil member, who is Parliamentary 
Secretary, and three mihtary members, whose tenure 
of office may not exceed three years. The army is 
organised on the basis of a professional force, with a 
strength in 1935 of 583 officers and 5300 other ranks, 
the cost being £980,500. The reserve force numbered 
some 6000 of all ranks. The Military College is staffed 
by officers trained in the United States Army Staff 
College; the head of the School of Music is a former 
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officer of the Prussian Guards who has rendered great Chapter 

services to Irish mihtary music. A recent development 1 

is that of a Volunteer force, apparently as a counter- 
blast to the Irish Eepublican Army, 22,000 in number. 

(6) Newfoundland had a branch of the Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve, the revival of which is desirable, 
but through financial stress has not continued the 
beginnings of a military organisation undertaken during 
the war. 

Very important gifts of war material have since the 
close of the war been made to the Dominions, both in 
ships, including submarines, and aeroplanes, the total 
value reaching many millions, while the naval and 
military property handed over in the Cape is of very 
considerable value. The gifts of material have been 
unconditional, and Canada has not thought it necessary 
to maintain in commission any of the flotilla presented 
to her. Similarly in the Commonwealth the naval re- 
ductions have included the transfer to British control 
of the submarines, and have evoked protests to the 
effect that the naval force has been diminished in a 
dangerous degree. It is clear that, as compared with the 
British forces, Dominion naval preparations are yet 
only in an embryo condition. Thus in 1930-31 British 
expenditure was 22s. 7d. per head of population, Cana- 
dian 36 cents, Austrahan 6s, 6d., New Zealand 9s. Id., 

Union of South Africa lOfd. (white population). 


9. The Judicature and the Laws 

In Canada the appointment of the judges of all 
superior, district, and county courts rests with the 
Governor-General; these posts are not within the con- 
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Chapter trol of the pxoviacial legislatures, wMch, however, are 
responsible for the organisation of provincial courts, 
and have established Supreme Courts, usually with 
appellate divisions. The Dominion has also established 
a Supreme Court which is a general court of Canadian 
appeal, and an Exchequer Court,^ while it has con- 
ferred on several Boards quasi-judicial functions. 
Appeals, however, lie direct to the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council from the provincial courts, either 
by special leave or as of right, on conditions as to the 
nature or value of the cause stated in Orders of the 
King in Council or local legislation in Ontario and 
Quebec, and it is in the option of the litigant to choose 
the tribunal he prefers. By special leave appeals lie 
from the Supreme Court of Canada, but a suitor who 
has preferred to go there from a provincial court is not 
normally, unless the cause involves principles of special 
importance, allowed to appeal from that court.® All the 
judges of superior courts hold office during good be- 
haviour, but may be removed by the Governor-General 
on addresses from both houses of Parhament. 

In Newfoundland judges also hold office during good 
behaviour, but subject to removal by the Crown on 
addresses from the legislature. 

In the Australian Commonwealth the judges of the 
High Court and other federal courts are appointed by 
the Governor-General in Council, hold office during 
good behaviour, and may be removed only on addresses 
from the houses of Parliament, on the ground of proved 
misbehaviour or incapacity, but the Houses must 

^ It is a Court of Adiuiralty, with local judges in the provinces. From 
Colonial Courts of Admiralty appeal lies to the Privy Council as of right, 
and that is preserved in the Canadian Admiralty Court legislation of 1934, 

® Clergue v. Murray, [1903] A.C. 521. 
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clearly be judges of wbat is proof. The judges in the Chapter 
States hold on a similar tenure, but removal is ascribed 
to the Crown in New South Wales, Queensland, South 
Australia, and Western Australia, and to the Governor, 
or Governor in Council, in Victoria and Tasmania, on 
simple addresses from both Houses; in the former case 
an obligation is thrown on the Imperial Government 
to advise the Crown and, therefore, to accept responsi- 
bility for the propriety of the proceedings. Appeals he 
as in Canada, first from the State Supreme Courts either 
to the Commonwealth High Court, or to the Judicial 
Committee, but not in cases regarding the hmits inter se 
of the constitutional powers of the Commonwealth and 
those of any State or States, or as to the limits inter se 
of the constitutional powers of any two or more States. 

Such cases under legislation in the Commonwealth in 
1907 may not be decided by State Supreme Courts, but 
must be dealt with by the High Court. As no appeal lies 
from the decision of the High Court on these issues to 
the Privy Council, unless the High Court certifies that 
the case should be determined by the King in Council, 
and the High Court on principle refuses such certifi- 
cates,^ the determination of the interpretation of the 
constitution has rested with the High Court, which has 
largely followed the precedent of the United States, and 
not the principles of interpretation laid down in the 
case of Canada by the Judicial Committee. 

In New Zealand judges hold office during good 
behaviour, but may be removed by the Governor on 
addresses from both Houses. Appeals to the Judicial 
Committee lie normally from the Court of Appeal, ex- 
ceptionally from the Supreme Court. 

^ Keith, J ourn. Comp, Leg, iv. 107 f . 
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IV. 
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In the Union the old colonial courts are merged in a 
Supreme Court with an appellate division and four pro- 
vincial divisions, and a number of local divisions, all 
being superior courts whose judges are appointed by 
the Grovernor-General in Council, and may be removed 
only on addresses from both Houses on the ground of 
misbehaviour or incapacity. Appeals he to the appel- 
late division in every case in which they would before 
Union have lain to the King in Council, but the de- 
cisions of the appellate division are final save in so far 
as an appeal may be permitted by special leave to the 
King in Council, so that in the Union appeals come 
from one court only, and such appeals are not encour- 
aged by the Judicial Committee.^ 

In addition to the jurisdiction which Dominion 
courts possess under local statutes, they can act as 
Colonial Courts of Admiralty under the Colonial Courts ® 
of Admiralty Act, 1890, and have further a wide range 
of authority to deal with matters occurring outside the 
Dominions under various Imperial Acts, suqh as the 
Merchant Shipping Act, Foreign Enlistment Act, etc. 
Jurisdiction in prize was specially conferred on them 
during the late war. Admiralty jurisdiction in criminal 
matters they exercise under the Admiralty Offences 
(Colonial) Act, 1849. 

The laws of the Dominions in the main rest upon 
English law,' including the doctrines of equity and 
statutes of general appKcation up to the date either 
of the introduction of EngUsh law on the creation of 

^ Whittaker v. Durban Corpn. (1920), 90 L.J.P.C. 119. 

^ This Act can be amended by* those Dominions which adopt the 
Statute of Westminster, 1931, and they cap regulate prize law. Canada 
has iiaodernised.her Admiralty law, preserving the appeal to the Privy 
Council as of right. It is not applicable to the Free State. 
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the Colony, or to some other date fixed by local legisla- 
tion. But in Quebec the common law is the old French 
law existing on the capitulation which was preserved 
by agreement, while the criminal law was assinailated 
to English law; naturally the law of Quebec has been 
infiiuenced greatly by the French Code, with which the 
Civil Code of Quebec in large measure agrees. In South 
Africa, Eoman Dutch law is the common law of the 
whole of the Union, and has been introduced into 
Southern Rhodesia and South-West Africa, and for 
Europeans the Bechuanaland Protectorate, Swaziland, 
and Basutoland. But in aU cases the common law has 
been deeply affected by local legislation, and by regula- 
tions made under the force of such legislation, and to 
a very m inor degree by Imperial legislation and regula- 
tions under such legislation applying to the Dominions, 
though it is to Imperial legislation that the greater part 
of the Do m inion constitutions is due. Indeed, the con- 
stitution ^ of Newfoundland alone can be said to rest 
on the prerogative and local legislation, for in all other 
cases the constitutions either rest entirely or in the 
main on Imperial legislation, even where such legisla- 
tion is now embodied in local Acts. 


Chapter 

lY. 


^ At present in abeyance. 



CHAPTEE V 


COLONIES POSSESSING RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT 

1. Malta 

Ct^ter The constitution of Malta, as granted in 1921, is com- 

L plex in its attempt to reconcile tEe grant to Malta of 

responsible government in all internal affairs, wbile pre- 
serving effective and direct Imperial management of 
questions of Imperial concern. The Governor, accord- 
ingly, is assigned two quite different capacities, one as 
tbe constitutional bead of tbe Maltese administration 
acting on ministerial advice, one as Imperial officer 
managing those affairs reserved to the Imperial Crown. 
The distinction is a vague one, and, as expressed in the 
constitution, presents difficulties of solution of the most 
formidable kind. The Maltese legislature may not legis- 
late as to matters touching the pubhc safety and de- 
fence of the Empire, and the general interests of British 
subjects not resident in Malta, and specifically it may 
not deal with the control of naval, milit ary, or air 
forces; defence including land acquisition on compensa- 
tion; aerial navigation; defence surveys; submarine 
cables, wireless telegraphy and telepWy; Imperial 
property for defence purposes and civil property re- 
quired for Imperial purposes; trade out of the islands; 
importation of goods for the Imperial forces; currency 
and coinage; immigration; naturalisation and ahens; 
postal and telegraphic censorship; issue and visa of 

45 ° 
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passports; appropriation of revenues accruing in re- Chapter 
spect of any reserved matter; and treaties or any rela- 
tions with foreign States, save in so far as local legisla- 
tion may be necessary to give effect to treaty obligations 
affecting the island. In 1932 control of the police force 
was made a subject which could be treated as Imperial. 
Legislation on local government matters, roads and 
harbours, shipping and quarantine may be passed, but 
must be reserved. Religious toleration is laid down as a 
fundamental principle, and a superior position as an 
official language is assured to English, save in the law 
courts, while in the original constitution Italian was 
recognised in ofl&cial use in the law courts and in educa- 
tion, and in a minor degree Maltese also. In 1932 fresh 
provision was made to secure the position of the Eng- 
lish and Maltese languages, but in 1934 it became 
necessary to make Maltese the ofl&cial language of the 
courts, and in 1935 the use of Maltese in education was 
extended. The legislature is given constituent powers, 
but may not alter the division of subjects as reserved 
and non-reserved, or the provisions as to religion or 
language, or the Civil Lists reserved to the control of 
the Crown. Any legislation contravening the limits set 
is invalid, in so far as the contravention exists. 

The executive control of matters not reserved rests 
with the Governor in Executive Council, consisting of 
not more than seven ministers, who must be members 
of the legislature, re-election on acceptance of of&ce 
being dispensed with, while all other matters fall within 
the power of the Governor. He may legislate, and is 
aided in administration by a nominated council of five, 
the Lieutenant-Governor, the Legal Adviser, military, 
naval, and air ofl&cers; in matters of administration not 
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Chapter exclusively pertaining to tlie Executive Council he may 
convene joint meetings of both bodies as his Privy 
Council, and a committee of that body consisting of 
three ministers and three members of the nominated 
council is created to consider questions of legislation 
or executive action proposed which may afiect reserved 
subjects. Since 1932 control of judicial appointments 
has rested with the Grovernor. 

The legislature consists of a Senate of seventeen 
members, chosen to secure representation of the clergy, 
nobility, learned classes, merchants, and trade unions, 
by a hnoited electorate, and an Assembly of thirty-two 
members elected on a very low franchise, confined to 
men. The Senate may suggest amendments in money 
Bills, but must accept or reject simply the Bill, as re- 
turned from the Assembly after consideration of the 
suggestions. In case of the rejection in a subsequent 
session of a measure rejected in a previous session, a 
joint session may be held in which the Bill may be 
passed by a majority of the votes of the total members 
of both Houses, or the Governor may dissolve the As- 
sembly, or both Senate and Assembly, and convene a 
joint session. The rules clearly give wide power to the 
Senate to force its will on the Assembly. The Senate 
lasts for six, the Assembly for three years, unless 
sooner dissolved. 

The Crown retains the right to legislate on any re- 
served subject by Order in Council, and also to alter 
the provisions of the constitution regarding the division 
of subjects, religion, language, and the Civil List which 
provides for the salary of the Governor, Lieutenant- 
Governor, Legal Adviser, and the Judges, and secures 
to the Governor the power to have appropriated such 
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sums as may be necessary for reserved beads, tbis Chapter 
being tbe only contribution of Malta to Imperial ex- _Zl. 
penditure, wbence, of course, tbe islands derive great 
advantages through the expenditure there of money by 
the naval and mibtary forces. In 1930, owing to serious 
unrest over the election, the constitution was sus- 
pended by Order in Council, June 26, and when re- 
stored in 1932 it was subject to certain changes vabd- 
ated by the Malta Constitution Act, 1932. Tbe elections 
of 1932 were conducted under ecclesiastical pressure, 
and the new Government endeavoured to defy the con- 
stitutional restrictions on the use of Italian in primary 
education; in November 1933 it was dismissed and all 
power vested in the Governor.^ 

As Malta was the seat of an ancient civibsation be- 
fore its acquisition by the British Crown, naturally 
enough no attempt was made to introduce Enghsh law 
as the common law of the island, which thus has a 
legal system based in part on ancient custom, in part 
on Eoman law as developed by Italian jurisprudence, 
the culture of the islands having been essentially 
Itaban. A rebc of the ancient constitution is seen in the 
existence of a local nobibty, whose titles have received 
recognition from_ the British Crown, though they give 
no claim to precedence of any kind outside the islands 
themselves. The local militia serves to supplement the 
Imperial forces, and is paid from Imperial funds. 


2. Sovthern Rhodesia 

The history of Ehodesia gives it a peculiar position 
in the Empire; it was acquired by the British South 

^ See Keith, Joum* Comp. Leg. xiv, 276; xvL 131, 132, 294. 
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Chapter Africa Company under the authority of a charter of 
October 29, 1889, ^ which gave wide administrative 
powers; the influx of population, following on the suc- 
cessful termination of the Matabeleland wars, necessi- 
tated the grant of a revised form of administration, 
which was conceded by the Southern Rhodesia Order 
in Council of 1898 and amending orders. Under these 
the executive government was vested in an Adminis- 
trator, with an executive coxmoil of three members 
appointed by the Company, with the approval of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, while legislation 
was entrusted to a legislature of six nominees of the 
Company, and thirteen elective members, the interests 
of the Company being secured by provisions which pre- 
vented their proprietary rights being afiected by legis- 
lation without their approval. The administration was 
supervised for the Imperial Covernment by a Resident 
Com mis sioner, under the direction of the High Com- 
missioner for South Africa, more especially in regard 
to native policy, and the control of pohce and armed 
forces was placed in the hands of an Imperial Com- 
mandant-G-eneral. 

In 1915 the powers of the Company, granted in the 
first instance for twenty-five years by the Crown, were 
continued by a supplemental charter in accordance 
with the wish of the people, but only onNjondition that 
the Crown might, if it desired, establish responsible 
government before the end of the ten ;^ears, for which 
the extension of Company government would normally 
run. In 1920, however, the legislature showed a clear 
demand for the change of government, and ultimately 

^ Amended by Orders in Council, May 9, July 30, 1891; July 18, 
1894. 
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the Secretary of State pledged himself to concede it, Chaptex 
if the demand were persisted in in face of the difliculties 
which had arisen regarding the local finances. In 1914 
the long-discussed questions of the rights of the Com- 
pany in unahenated lands and nainerals were referred to 
the Judicial Committee, which in 1918 ^ reported that 
the lands were the property of the Crown, hut that, if 
the Company ceased to be entrusted with the adminis- 
tration, it was entitled to ask the Crown to reimburse 
it either from land sales or, if the lands were given 
away, from public funds for the balance of its advances 
for the necessary and proper administration of the 
country, a surprising judgment, which proved, after 
investigation by a Commission, to involve a habihty 
for £4,400,000, less certain imasoertained amounts, hut 
plus the value of such public works as the new ad- 
ministration might take over. In view of the desire of 
the legislature to proceed with responsible government, 
a draft constitution was prepared based on the recom- 
mendations of a Committee under Lord Buxton, and 
submitted to the electorate, while overtures were made 
by the Union Government for the entry of Ehodesia 
into the Union. The issue was decided by a referendum 
on October 27, 1922, by 8744 to 5989 votes in favour 
of the alternative of responsible government, which 
was conceded by letters patent, September 1, 1923, and 
became operative on October 1, 1923. 

There remained the serious difiiculty of providing 
for the repayment to the Company of the sums held 
due under the Privy Council judgment, in respect of 
past administrative deficits.® In July 1923, however, 
the matter was disposed of by the decision of the 
1 [1919] A.C. 211. * Pari. Pap. Omd. 1914, 1984. 
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Chapter Imperial Government to compromise the Company’s 
Zl. claims for a payment of £3,760,000 and recognition of 
its mineral rights throughout the territory, while the 
Company in return transferred all buildings used for 
administrative purposes and administrative funds, and 
received a waiver of the Imperial Government’s claim 
for the refund of advances made in respect of war ex- 
penditure by the Company. At the same time it was 
agreed that the Company should transfer to the 
Crown its claim to lands in Northern Ehodesia, re- 
taining the mineral rights and being assured against 
unfair competition in respect of the railway sys- 
tem, the Imperial Government undertaking that no 
new railway would be constructed which would un- 
duly affect the railways in Southern and Northern 
Ehodesia.^ 

As in the case of Southern Ehodesia the creation of 
responsible government would normally have left to 
the legislature unfettered discretion as to the mode in 
which mineral rights and railway construction should 
be controlled, even to the extent of expropriation at 
an arbitrarily fixed rate, express provision was made 
in the Southern Ehodesian constitution, requiring the 
reservation by the Governor of any Bill altering or 
amending the law as to the collection or allocation of 
mining revenues in force in the Colony on the coming 
into operation of responsible government, or imposing 
any special tax on minerals. In the case <5f railways any 
Bill must similarly be reserved, until there had been 
enacted by the legislature a measure adopting the 
provisions of the law in force in the United Kingdom 
relating to the Eailway and Canal Commissioners, 

^ ParZ. 'Pa/p, Cmd. 1914* 
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and to tlie Rates Tribunal, provided by the Railways chapter 
Act, 1921d The sale of mineral rights by the Company __1. 
to the Government in 1933 and the enactment of the 
requisite railway legislation have rendered obsolete 
these restrictions, and the latter was abrogated by 
letters patent. May 28, 1927. The Imperial Govern- 
ment undertook to provide similar restrictions in any 
constitution of Northern Rhodesia. 

The constitution necessarily differs from that usual 
under responsible government by one important 
reservation. The enormous native population requires 
special protection, such as was given under the Com- 
pany’s regime, and, accordingly, this arrangement is 
continued. The approval of the High Commissioner 
is required for all appointments in the Native De- 
partment, and the salaries, functions, and removal of 
such ofl&cers are subject to his concurrence. The 
native reserves set out in the Imperial Order in Council 
of 1920 shall remain inahenable save for the purposes 
laid down in that order, and only then m exchange for 
other lands.® A native may acquire, encumber, and 
dispose of land hke a non-native with safeguards that 
he receives due consideration for sale or encum- 
brance. But this rule is varied by letters patent of 
1930 permitting the settiag aside of areas for Euro- 
pean and native occupation respectively, and lands 
have been allocated accordingly. Fines on chiefs or 
tribes require the assent of the High Commissioner. 

No conditions, restrictions, or disabilities may he 
imposed on natives to which Europeans are not also 
subjected, without the previous assent of the High 
Commissioner, by any proclamation or other instru- 

* Compare Pari. Pap. Cmd. 647. 


1 H & 12 Geo. V. o. 65. 



4S8 the governments OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


Chapter ment under a law, unless the law expressly provides 
for such regulations, and any such law must be re- 
served by the Governor, but these rules do not apply 
to restrictions as regards arms, ammunition, and 
liquor. The summoning of native councils and the 
giving to them of powers of passing regulations is also 
contemplated. 

The constitution is otherwise of the normal type, 
contemplating Legislative Council and Assembly,^ 
the former having no financial initiative, and merely 
the right to suggest amendments in appropriation and 
taxation Bills which it must either accept or reject 
after the suggested amendments have been considered. 
But the Council is at present in abeyance, and its 
creation is hardly likely. The legislature has large 
constituent powers, but alterations in the constitution 
must be passed by two-thirds majorities in both 
Houses, and the legislature may not repeal the pro- 
visions regarding natives, lands, the reservation of 
Bills, or the salary of the Governor, and the Crown 
reserves to itself the power of revoking these sections 
or alteriag them. Ministers may not hold ofS.ce for more 
than four months if they have not seats in the legis- 
lature; they may speak in either House, and do not 
vacate oflSce on selection. Judges are appointed by the 
Governor in Council, and may be removed only on 
addresses fcom both Houses on the ground of proved 
misbehaviour or incapacity. Appeal lies to the Ap- 
pellate Division of the Supreme Court of the Union 
of South Africa. Defence is provided for on the basis 

^ Tine franchise since 1928 is based on occupancy qualifications, owner- 
ship of mining locations, or income of £100, thus in practice excluding 
most natives. There are 30 seats (4 two-member). Its duration is five 
years. 
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of compulsory training between ages 19 and 23 and Chapter 

compulsory service in war from age 18 to 60d L 

The position in Northern Rhodesia differs vitally 
from that of Southern Rhodesia, for in the 287,960 
square miles of territory there are only 13,000 Europeans 
settled along the railway line connecting Bulawayo 
and Cape Town with the Belgian Congo, while the 
natives number about 1,331,000. The territory was 
formerly controlled, subject to the legislative authority 
of the High Commissioner, by an administrator of the 
British South Africa Company, with the aid of an 
advisory council of five Europeans elected by the 
white community, which, however, had no legal con- 
trol of legislation or administration. A decision as to 
its future was long delayed by the dubiety of the 
rights of the Company as regards minerals and land 
in the absence of any conquest, and the vahdity of 
their claim to be reimbursed the amount of administra- 
tive deficiencies. In July 1923 it was arranged by the 
Crown to take over the administration from the Com- 
pany with effect from April 1, 1924, equitable con- 
ditions having been arranged regarding the Com- 
pany’s property rights. The constitution now includes 
a Governor, an Executive Council of five members, 
and a Legislative Council, composed of the Execu- 
tive Councillors, four nominated ofiicials, and seven 
elected members. The territory has no real unity; 
the west, Bardtseland, must, it is clear, in effect re- 
main a native reserve, somewhat on the lines of 
Basutoland, certain powers being exercised by the 
Paramount Chief aided by a Khotla, or Native 

^ Act No. 23 of 1926. A contribution in cash to the Imperial navy is 
contemplated. 
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Cbapter Council; tke east might be united with Nyasaland, 
and the railway strip with Southern Ehodesia. 

Eoman Dutch law is in force in Southern Ehodesia, 
the laws of the Cape having been introduced by pro- 
clamation of June 10, 1891. In Northern Ehodesia the 
law of England, including the statutes up to August 
17, 1911, is in force, and appeal lies direct to the Privy- 
Council. 


3. Ceylon 

The constitution of Ceylon represents a unique ex- 
periment. Originally governed under the regular Crown 
Colony system, the island felt the impulse to con- 
stitutional reform which was bom in India during the 
war of 1914-18, and the representations of the Ceylon 
National Congress and other bodies eventuated in 
1923 in the grant of a constitution in which there was 
a large majority of elective members in the legis- 
lature, though paramount power of legislation and 
executive authority remained vested in the Governor. 
In practice, however, executive control passed largely 
into the hands of committees of the legislature. En- 
quiry by a Commission under Lord Donoughmore 
resulted in 1931 in the concession of a new constitution 
based on a very wide extension of the franchise to 
men and women ahke. By election as regards jfifty 
seats, and nomination as regards eight, is constituted 
a Council of State in which sit also three Officers of 
State, Chief, Legal, and Einancial Secretaries, but 
without vote. The Council elects seven Committees, 
charged each with a branch of functions of the State, 
while the Officers of State control the remaining 
activities of government, such as defence, external 
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relations, public order, legal proceedings, elections and Chapter 

law-drafting, and finance and audit. The Committees L 

elect chairmen who together with the Officers of State 
constitute a Board which is collectively responsible 
for the estimates, original and supplementary, and the 
allocation of time in legislative proceedings. The 
Committees deal with all important executive issues, 
reporting on the graver issues to the whole Council, 
and then to the Governor, who has a final voice in' 
all matters. The Board of Ministers falls to he re- 
moved by the Governor if it cannot carry its estimates, 
if the Council passes a motion of non-confidence, or 
if on other grounds he is satisfied that it no longer 
possesses the confidence of the Council; in that event 
a dissolution follows. The Governor has a paramount 
power of legislation and of taking full executive con- 
trol of any department; he can not only refuse assent 
to legislation, but reserve it or require that it shall be 
passed by a two-thirds majority before presentation 
for assent. With the aid of a Public Services Com- 
mission he controls the Civil Service. The Crown re- 
serves full power to alter the constitution by Order in 
Council or to legislate, and in 1934 this power was 
unexpectedly used to impose quota restrictions on 
Japanese imports in order to assist British exports. 

The system has evoked protests from the Council, 
which demands the elimination of the Officers of 
State, the placing of full financial power in the hands 
of the Council, and the abohtion of the special legisla- 
tive powers of the Governor. But there is much less 
imaninaity in criticism of the Committee system of 
executive control, which is stiU preferred by many 
to normal responsible government, for which, in the 
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Chapter absence of political parties, the island seems bardly to 
be ripe. 

Ceylon enjoys Roman Dutch law, much modified 
by legislation and judicial interpretation, but regard 
is bad to Sinhalese law, to the law of the Kandy 
Sinhalese, and to that of the Indian Tamils. 

The Maidive Archipelago, south-west of Ceylon, is 
tributary to that government, but is not afiected by 
the new constitution. 

The- Council of State may alter the constitution 
by reserved Bills. 
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THE CEOWH COLONIES 

1. Colony and Frotectcncde, 

It is impossible to draw any clear logical distinction Chapter 

between a Colony^ and a Protectorate in tbe British 1 

Empire system, for the status of the different parts of 
the Empire has been largely determined by historical 
accident, and not regulated by any definite legal theory. 

A Colony doubtless suggests British settlement over- 
seas; but Gibraltar, whose importance is military, and 
which is entirely removed from British settlement, is a 
Colony, as are Basutoland, which is almost closed to 
Europeans, and the Gilbert and Elhce Islands, where 
British settlers are few and far between. On the other 
hand Southern Ehodesia, with its active and loyal 
British people, was left a Protectorate so long as it was 
tmder the control of the British South Africa Com- 
pany. Or again, the term Colony suggests organised 
admihistration, and Protectorate a mere control of a 
native administration, but even this distinction is in- 
adequate. Southern Rhodesia before annexation was 
excellently administered by European oflS-cials, while 
the Colony of Papua remained largely unexplored and 
inhabited by tribes which had only the faintest idea 

1 Crown Colonies is used in the convenient sense covering all Colonies 
w-hose administration is subject to the control of the Crown as repre- 
sented by the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

463 . 
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Chapter that they were natural-born subjects of the Crown. In 
Gambia, by an ordinance of 1902, much of the colonial 
area was appointed to be administered as Protectorate. 

There is, however, one clear distinction in law be- 
tween a Colony and a Protectorate. The former is part 
of the possessions ^ of the Crown; all persons born therein 
are British subjects; and all British legislation for 
British possessions extends to it, while in the case of 
Protectorates legislation by the Imperial Parliament is 
only applicable when it is clearly apparent from the 
Act in question that it was intended to apply to Pro- 
tectorates. The Slavery Abolition Act, 1833, and the 
Slave Trade Acts, 1824 and 1843, for instance, apply 
to any British Colony, and one motive for delaying the 
transition from Colony to Protectorate has doubtless 
been the doubt whether domestic slavery, which has on 
occasion lingered on in Protectorates, would not be- 
come a grave crime by the estabhshment of a Colony. 
In 1927 it was found necessary to extinguish the system 
by legislation in Sierra Leone Protectorate. Historically 
the creation of Protectorates is best exemplified by the 
case of Africa. When after 1880 the competition of 
European powers for territory there became acute, 
there was every temptation to adopt the loose form of 
connection with the Crown, suggested by the term 
Protectorate. The native chief, ignorant as he was, was 
much more likely to sign an agreement promising him 
protection than to agree to an annexation out and out, 
and, when foreign claims came into competition, it was 
infinitely easier to abandon a mere obligation or right 

1 The Crown determines boundaries in the letters patent constituting 
Governments; changes can be effected under the Colonial Boundaries 
Act, 1895, as when in 1904 Sombrero was attached to the Virgin Islands. 
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of protection of a chief than to abandon territory which. CMpter 
had been made part of the Empire, and which perhaps 
should not be surrendered without the assent of Par- 
liament. Historically these considerations explain the 
existence of the Protectorates of the G-ambia, the Gold 
Coast, Sierra Leone, and Nigeria, of Uganda, Nyasa- 
land, and Somaliland, and of the Bechuanaland Pro- 
tectorate, while Swaziland, which was a Protectorate 
of the Transvaal, fell to the British Crown with the 
conquest of that territory.^ In the Western Pacific the 
Solomon Islands owe their position as a Protectorate 
mainly to the imperfect efiorts yet made to reduce the 
people to civilisation; the Gilbert and Elhce Islands 
have aheady emerged into the distinction of a Colony. 

On the other hand, there were excellent reasons of 
an international character for makmg Papua, on its 
annexation in 1887, a British Colony, and not relying 
on the form of a Protectorate, which would else have 
better accorded with the barbarism of the people. 

In accordance with its historical origin a Protector- 
ate is normally administered on different lines from a 
Colony; the distinction is seen at its best in the case 
of Nigeria, where the Colony represents in effect the 
territory of Lagos, with its semi-Europeanised popula- 
tion, and the Protectorate covers the vast areas of the 
Fula States; the Colony with the Southern Provinces 
has a Legislative Council with native members; for the 
Northern Provinces the Governor alone legislates, a 
distinction justified on the score that it would be unjust 
to deprive the natives of the coast of influence on 

^ The East Africa Protectorate was of the same type; by Order in 
Council of June 11, 1920, it became the Kenya Colony, sawe as regards 
the mainland dominions of the Sultan of Zanzibar, which form the 
Kenya Protectorate, 

2h 
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legislation afiecting themselves, and equally unjust to 
give them a voice in determining legislation for the 
people of the Fula States, who have little in common 
with them. Similarly, in the case of the Northern 
Territories of the Gold Coast, though the Executive 
Council acts for the Territories, the Governor alone 
legislates, and not the Legislative Council of the Colony, 
hut the evanescence of the distinction of Colony and 
Protectorate is shown by the fact that Ashanti, which 
is similarl y legislated for by the Governor, is a Colony, 
having been annexed on its reduction in 1901. When 
it is possible to establish a Legislative Council in which 
expression can be given to the needs of the population, 
the time for annexation is normally present, as in the 
case of the creation of the Kenya Colony from the East 
Africa Protectorate. But the colonial status is also com- 
patible with Protectorate modes of government, as in 
Basutoland, and the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, where 
British rule is essentially a supervision and regulation 
of native institutions. 


2. PAe Sources of Colonial Constitutions 

The sources of colonial constitutions are curiously 
varied as a consequence of the complex history of the 
Empire. 

(1) Early colonial law was dominated by the con- 
ception that Englishmen carried with them the law of 
England, and that, if they settled anywhere, the only 
constitution which the Crown had the right to grant 
was one based on the English model of a representa- 
tive legislature.^ Hence the bicameral legislatures with 

^ Keith, Constitutional History of the First British Empire, pp. 9-17. 
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nominee Upper Houses of tlie New England States, and Chapter 

the introduction of similar institutions into the other 1 

American and West Indian territories. In the case of a 
conquered or ceded Colony the Crown could bestow 
such constitution as it deemed fit, but it was not 
unusual to grant even such a Colony the normal form 
of constitution; thus, though Jamaica was taken by 
force of arms and eventually formally ceded to the 
Crown, it was given in 1662 a representative constitu- 
tion. Such constitutions could not be changed by the 
Crown, unless it expressly reserved power to do so, as 
is now the rule; it stood towards them in no higher 
position than it did to the constitution of the United 
Kingdom.^ But circumstances of varied kinds, the aboli- 
tion of slavery and economic troubles, accompanied in 
Jamaica by a native rising, repressed with needless 
cruelty by the Governor, combined to force many of 
the colonies to resign their independence, especially as 
the Imperial Government adopted the perfectly natural 
attitude that no pecuniary aid could be advanced to 
colonies in which the executive government was at the 
mercy of the legislature for effecting necessary reforms 
of any kind. Jamaica after the rebelhon surrendered 
her legislature in 1866, when an Imperial Act (29 & 30 
Viet. c. 12) gave full constitutional authority to create 
any form of government to the Crown. Ten years later 
Grenada and St. Vincent followed suit, and another 
Imperial Act (39 & 40 Viet. c. 47) gave full power to the 
Crown to erect new governments. After valiant efforts 
to stand out, one by one, British Honduras, the Lee- 
ward Islands, Antigua, Dominica, St. Kitts, Nevis, 
Montserrat, and the Virgin Islands surrendered their 

^ Campbell v. Hall (1774), 1 Cowp. 204. 
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Chapter representative legislatures, themselves remodelling 
them so as to leave a decisive authority in the hands 
of the Crown. 

(2) In other cases the power to create constitutions 
rests simply on the prerogative to assign the form of 
government of a conquered or ceded Colony, as in the 
cases of Ceylon,^ Kenya, Mauritius, Seychelles, Hong- 
kong, Fiji, Gibraltar, Malta, Ashanti, Basutoland, St. 
Lucia, Trinidad, and formerly British Guiana. 

(3) In other cases it rests on express statutory 
authority,® as in the case of the Straits Settlements 
when they were transferred from the care of India to 
the Colonial Office in 1867, and in that of the Falkland 
Islands. These islands were, it is true, settled territories, 
but the manifest absurdity of creating a representative 
legislature for a tiny population presented itself, and a 
simila r question arose regarding the control of British 
settlers ia West Africa; the existing legislation is repre- 
sented by the British Settlements Act, 1887, which 
gives power to the Crown to legislate by Order in 
Council for any British settlement, not under an estab- 
lished Government, and to establish in it a legislature 
of not less than three persons. It is by virtue of this 
legislation, if not the prerogative in respect of conquest 
or cession, that legislatures were set up in the Gambia, 
Gold Coast, and Sierra Leone. Full power over St. 
Helena was given to the Crown in 1833 by Act of 
Parliament, when control was taken over from the East 
India Company, and an Act of 1928 gave authority to 
remodel the constitution of British Guiana. Tobago, 
formerly an independent Colony, was under Im- 


I Ab&yise.hera v. Jayatilake, [1932] A.C. 260. 
® 29 & 30 Viet. 0. 116. 
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perial legislation^ in 1899 made an integral part of Chsupter 
Trinidad. 

Tlie wide power of the Crown to create constitutions 
has resulted in the existence for the vast majority of 
existing Colonies of a double power. The constitution 
recognises the necessity of, and provides, a local legis- 
lature, but at the same time the right of the Crown to 
legislate by Order in Council is asserted. Such legislation 
may be used to enact some measure which it would be 
difficult to press through the local legislature without 
raising undue resentment, or merely for some ground 
of convenience. The power is possessed by the Crown 
in regard to all the Crown Colonies save Barbados, 
Bahamas, Bermuda, the Leeward Islands, and British 
Honduras. 

Imperial constitutional legislation for these Colonies, 
other than in general terms conferring authority on the 
Crown, is rare; the most important exception is the Act 
of 1871, conferring a constitution on the Leeward 
Islands, Imperial legislation being necessary to create 
a federal body, and the Act of 1919 providing for a West 
Indian Court of Appeal. 

General Imperial legislation for these territories is 
rare, but on subjects of general concern, such as ship- 
ping, whahng, copyright, and aerial navigation, power 
is normally taken to adapt the enactments to the 
Colonies by Order in Council. It is, however, character- 
istic of the unwiUingness of Parhament to legislate 
vaguely that the measures of compulsory service en- 
forced in the Colonies during the war were passed by 
the local legislatures, not by the Imperial Parhament. 

^ 50 & 51 Viet. 0 , 44; Order in Council, October 20, 1898. 
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3. The Different Glasses of Governments 

Chapter The fundamental similarity which justified the classi- 

fication together of these Colonies is the existence in 
each of an executive government, which is subordinate 
to the Crown, and is effectively under the control of 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies. The executive, 
of course, must act within the limits of the law, though 
it must be noted that it possesses a considerable meas- 
ure of power to mitigate the apphcation of the law by 
the refusal of the law officer to prosecute, and the power 
of the Governor to pardon, an offender. But the ex- 
ecutive can effectively prevent the enactment of any 
law, and in the vast majority of cases it can control 
the legislature; even where this is not possible, the 
power of legislating by Order in Council can be em- 
ployed to provide the executive with any necessary 
powers. This authority was freely invoked in the dis- 
putes in Malta which unluckily were inevitable, until 
the decision to grant Malta a considerable measure of 
responsible goverixment in domestic issues. 

I. In the case of the Bahamas, Barbados, and Ber- 
muda alone is the true type of representative govern- 
ment to be found, in which the legislature cannot be 
controlled in a positive direction by the executive, 
these territories having managed to preserve their in- 
dependence during varied vicissitudes, in each, there- 
fore, there is a constitution, consisting of the Governor, 
a nominee Legislative Council, and a House of As- 
sembly, elected, in Barbados annually, in Bermuda 
quinquennially, in Bahamas septemiially, on the basis 
of a male ffanchise, which in Bahamas is very low, but 
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more substantial in the other two Colonies, Bermuda 
demanding a £60 freehold; the Councils number nine 
members, the Houses twenty-nine in Bahamas, twenty- 
four in Barbados, and thirty-six in Bermuda. The 
Governors have the aid of Executive Councils, and to 
these, with a view to establishing some harmony be- 
tween the executive and the legislatures, and to facilitate 
the passing of governmental measures, some members 
of the legislature are when possible added. As a remnant 
of early privileges, the members of the Lower Houses 
are not bound by the rule of the Imperial Parhament 
that the assent of the Crown is necessary for proposing 
money votes, and to remedy the possibihty of confusion 
in the finances thus involved the experiment was made, 
first in Barbados, of creating an Executive Committee, 
composed of the members of the Executive Council, 
one member of the Legislative Council, and four of the 
Assembly, selected by the Government, which prepares 
the estimates, introduces aU money votes, and initiates 
all governmental measures, a suggestion also mooted 
in Bermuda. The possibilities of friction in this form 
of government are by no means negligible, especially 
when the legislatures are anxious to incur expenditures 
beyond their means to support, but in the main the 
existence of these anomalous Governments is open to no 
exception; the loyalty of the Barbadians is proverbial. 
Bermuda as a naval station is governed by a military 
Governor, but ^s regards the civil administration he is 
entirely under the control of the Colonial Offtce. 

II. Until 1928 British Guiana enjoyed a compHcated 
constitution, based on the Dutch regime, though by an 
ordinance of 1891 it was much simplified and modern- 
ised. The executive authority was vested in the Gov- 


Chapter 

VI. 
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Chapter emor and an Executive Council, and legislative autlior- 
ZL. ity generally in a Court of Policy, consisting of the 
Governor, seven nominated and eight elected members, 
chosen on a moderate franchise; but the annual tax 
ordinance was passed by that body aided by six financial 
representatives, who formed the combined court. That 
body had also the right of discussing freely all the 
items in the annual estimates prepared by the Gov- 
ernor in Executive Council, a privilege, however, which 
was only conferred periodically for a fixed time by 
Order in Council in return for a Civil List. A real meas- 
ure of control over finance was thus possessed by the 
legislature, but the Crown had power to legislate by 
Order in Council, and thus deadlocks were impossible. 
The Court of Pohcy had a maximum duration of five 
years. In 1928, in order to give the Government the 
power to control finance m order to raise a loan for 
development purposes, power was taken by Imperial 
Act to remodel the constitution by Order in Council. 
It now consists of a Governor, an Executive Council in 
which sit three elected members of the Legislative Coun- 
cil, and a Legislative Council of ten ofl&cial members, 
fourteen elected on a moderate franchise and five nomin- 
ated members. The Governor in Executive Council, with 
the Colonial Secretary’s approval, may decide against 
the refusal of the Council to vote any enactment. 

In Cyprus the legislature contained a majority of 
elected members, fifteen to six, with1;he High Com- 
missioner, now Governor, being three elected by 
Muhammadan electors and the rest by Christian 
electors, but the Crown had the necessary power to 
legislate by Order in Council in the improbable event 
of an effective combination against the administration. 
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Such a power was also essential in view of the racial chapter 
issue and the desire of the Greek inhabitants for union 
with Greece, which was indeed at one time offered by 
the Imperial Government as an inducement to Greece 
to enter the war on the allied side. In 1931 the occur- 
rence of rioting resulted in the transfer of all legislative 
power to the Governor. 

III. In general, however, the executive government 
can effectively enough, without recourse to the use of 
Orders in Council, secure any desired legislation 
through the influence it possesses with the legislature. 

Even when a part of the legislature is elective, it is 
insufficient in strength to defeat the deliberate will of 
the administration: such are the constitutions, though 
varying in detail, of Jamaica,^ Leeward Islands, Do- 
minica, Trinidad, Grenada, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, 
Mauritius,^ Straits Settlements,® Nigeria, Gold Coast, 

Sierra Leone, Fiji,* and Kenya.® 

IV. In other cases the Council is nominated, and 
therefore stiU less likely to disagree with the adminis- 
tration, as in British Honduras, Gambia, the Falkland 
Islands, Hongkong, and Seychelles.® 

V. In yet other cases there is no Legislative Council, 
the Governor being granted sole legislative authority, 
as in Gibraltar, St. Helena, Ashanti, Basutoland, the 

^ See below, s. 5. 

^ 8 officials, 9 nominated, 10 elected. 

® 13 officials, 13 non-officials, 2 selected by the Chambers of Com- 
merce. 

* 13 nominated officials, 3 nominated Mjians, 6 elected Europeans, 

3 elected Indians. 

s 11 ex officio, 9 nominated officials, 11 elected Europeans, 5 elected 
Indians, 1 Arab elected, and 2 nominated representatives of the natives. 

« Of the Leeward Islands Presidencies, Antigua, St. Christopher (St. 
Kitts)-Nevis, and Montserrat have nominee councils; for the Virgin 
Islands the Governor legislates. 
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Chapter Grilbert and Ellice Islands in the Western Pacific High. 

1 Commission; Aden is in like case, but may be given a 

nominated Legislative Council.’^ 

The legislative activities of all these territories are 
necessarily subjected to close scrutiny by the Colonial 
Office, which is responsible for the administration of 
the Colonies to Parliament. In addition to the effective 
powers of control over the legislature, care is taken to 
secure that the executive government shall not err in 
its management of the legislature. Apart from the prin- 
ciple that legislation of any important character or 
novel nature should not be undertaken without the 
approval of the Secretary of State, it is expressly pro- 
vided in all recent constitutions that the G-overnor 
shah, not assent, without previous instructions, to num- 
erous classes of Bills, including as a rule Bills for divorce, 
the grant of any land or money to himself, currency, 
differential duties, imposing obligations contrary to 
treaty, interfermg with the discipline of mili tary, air, 
or naval forces, or imposing restrictions on non-Euro- 
peans to which persons of European birth or descent 
are not subjected, and any Bill of an extraordinary 
nature whereby the prerogative, or the rights of British 
subjects not resident in the territory, or the trade and 
shipping of the Empire, may be prejudiced. Such Bills 
must be reserved if assent is not withheld or postponed 
for instructions, unless they contain a suspending clause 
providing that they shall not come into (^eration with- 
out special approval. In cases of emergency a Governor 
may assent even to such a BiU if not contrary to treaty, 
but he must report at once his reasons for acting, and 
any Act or ordinance may be disallowed by the Crown. 

^ See below, s. 8. 
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The control over the legislatures is exercised, it will Chapter 
be seen, not by restricting the scope of their authority^ 
to legislate, but by securing that the powers enjoyed 
shall be exercised as desired by the executive in any 
vital matter. The legal limitations on the powers of 
colonial and protectorate legislatures, as contrasted 
with Dominion Parliaments, to which the Statute of 
Westminster is applied, are (1) subjection to the Colonial 
Laws Vahdity Act, 1865; (2) territorial limitation; and 
(3) the restriction of their constituent powers. This 
last restriction is not applicable to Colonies with repre- 
sentative legislatures, such as Bahamas, Barbados, and 
Bermuda, and the power of constitutional change seems 
clearly to appertain to those legislatures whose present 
non-representative condition is due to the legislation 
passed by the legislatures at times when they were 
representative, such as the island legislatxrres in the 
Leeward Islands, St. Vincent, Grenada, and British 
Honduras. The Leeward Islands federation has by 
statute wide constituent powers. But it is the normal 
condition of all legislatures created under the British 
Settlements Acts, 1887, to lack constituent power.® 


4. The Leeward Islands Federation and West Indian 
Constitutional Reform 

Despite the many efEorts which have been made to 
devise federal schemes for the British possessions in the 

^ Thus it was held by the Privy Council that the legislature of Gib- 
raltar had power to provide for the internment there of the Egyptian 
patriot Zaghlul Pasha, despite the fact that he had committed no crime 
against the local law: ZagMul Pasha, Re (1923), 67 Sol Jo. 382. 

2 Protectorate legislatures created under the Poreign Jurisdiction Act, 
1890, are in like condition. 
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Cliapter West Indies, wMch would give these Colonies a higher 
status and a more effective voice in Imperial affairs, 
the Leeward Islands federation remains the only result 
of these aspirations. The connection of the islands is 
old, for they were all, save Dominica, colonised from 
St. Kitts, and, from the time of Wilham and Mary, 
possessed a common legislature as weU as local legis- 
latures; this body expired in 1798, and was only re- 
vived hy an Imperial Act of 1871,^ which created a 
federal Colony of Antigua, Dominica, St. Eiitts and 
Nevis (united into one Government in 1882), Mont- 
serrat,' and the Virgin Islands. The legislature thus 
created, as since remodelled, includes ten official mem- 
bers and ten unofficial members, elected by the un- 
official members of the island legislatures of Antigua, 
Dominica, St. Kitts-Nevis, and Montserrat, from 
among their own numbers, and one selected for the 
Virgin Islands by the Governor. The federal legislature 
is given concurrent but paramount powers with the 
island legislatures on such topics as justice, property, 
commercial and criminal law, quarantine, status, the 
maintenance of a general pohce force, and a common 
convict estabhshment, posts and telegraphs, currency, 
weights and measures, audit, education, care of lunatics, 
copjuight, patents, immigration, and its own consti- 
tution and procedure. The federal expenses, defrayed 
from island contributions, are regulated by the legis- 
lature, and any island legislature may* confer upon it 
power to legislate on any topic not included in the hst 
of matters assigned to the federation. The island legis- 
latures retain their powers, hut any Act repugnant to 
an enactment of the federal legislature is void, and a 

1 34 & 35 Viet. c. 107. 
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federal Act may repeal or amend a local Act. The Chapter 
Council may not last more than three years; a weekly 
session is usual in each year. 

The legislature may alter its constitution by an 
ordinary Act to be reserved for the royal approval, and, 
on addresses from the legislature of any West Indian 
island, the Crown may, with the concurrence of the 
Council, include that territory in the federation on 
such terms as may be agreed upon, and set out in the 
Order of Council providing for admission. But this 
power has not been used, and a federal scheme for the 
West Indies would have to be brought into existence 
by fresh legislation. The federation does not efiect any 
close union of the islands generally, but it provides for 
federal departments for some important matters, audit, 
police, agriculture, though the objection has been made 
that greater prosperity could be attained by leaving 
the island greater autonomy. Efforts to form a union 
of the Windward Islands have failed, though the three 
Colonies, St. Vincent, St. Lucia, and Grenada, are 
placed under one Governor with local Administrators, 
as in the Leeward Islands, but without any federal link, 
even in the shape of a general legislature. 

The whole question of West Indian federation and 
constitutional reform was examined by Mr E. F. L. 

Wood (Lord Halifax) in the report on his journey in 
December 1921 to February 1922, on a visit to the West 
Indian Colonies, the first formally undertaken by a 
Parhamentary Under-Secretary of State.^ The con- 
clusion achieved on the issue of federation was that 

^ "Paf, Cmd. 1679. A later but quite inconclusive investigation 
by a Commission in 1933 is recorded in Cmd. 4383; Keith, Jo%m. Comp. 

Leg. xvi. 132, 133. 



478 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


Chapter wMch must be accepted bj any impartial judgment. 

1 Tbe advantages of federation are completely out- 
weighed by tbe difficulties presented by tbe lack of 
adequate communications, and tbe absence of eco- 
nomic possibdities of improving these communications 
in view of tbe inevitable tendency of trade, and by tbe 
political repugnance to federation felt in tbe several 
territories as tbe outcome of different historical tradi- 
tions among other factors. He was only able to record 
a certain amount of willingness in tbe Colonies of tbe 
Windwards group to consider federation in some form 
with Trinidad, and this mainly due, it would appear, 
to tbe jealousy felt by St. Vincent and St. Lucia of tbe 
position of Grenada as tbe seat of tbe Governor. 

Tbe West Indies, Mr Wood found, evmced no real de- 
mand for responsible government, for which tbe com- 
munities are unsuited, both by reason of tbe mingling 
of races, rebgion, and colour, especially marked in 
Trinidad but not absent anywhere, and by considera- 
tions of an admmistrative character. Tbe population 
is too small, and tbe leisured class too infinitesimal, to 
permit of effective government without an impartial 
official class, under tbe control of tbe Crown through tbe 
Secretary of State, which can secure equal justice for 
all interests. Moreover, tbe franchise even in Jamaica 
is exercised by a remarkably low proportion of tbe 
registered voters. Hence it was only possible to recom- 
mend tbe use of election for a minority of nominee 
members on tbe Councils. This was done and to associ- 
ate tbe position of tbe nominated and elective members 
with responsibility, tbe Governors were informed that, 
save in tbe case of extreme urgency, no measure should 
be carried against tbe unanimous opposition of all tbe 
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tinoflS.cial members. Mr Wood did not suggest that any oiapter 
rule should be laid down as regards placing elective 
members on tbe Executive Councils; the plan might be 
adopted where convenient, the question being always 
of the balance between inconvenience of introducing 
elective members to an executive body, and the advan- 
tages of securing their participation in business and 
facilitating relations between the Grovemment and the 
electorate. Dyarchy on the Indian model was rejected 
on the score that the administrations are on too small 
a scale to allow scope for it; a more serious objection 
would appear to be the fact that it has any validity 
which it possesses only as a stepping-stone to respon- 
sible government, which is not contemplated for the 
West Indies. 

More interesting is the position of Jamaica,^ where 
in 1919 female suffrage was conceded, and the body of 
the electorate is large, the franchise resting in the main 
on the payment of not less than 10s. taxes in respect of 
occupation of a dwelling-house. Under the constitution 
as amended by Order of Council of 1895 the Council 
consists of the Governor with five officials ex officio, 
not over ten nominated officials and non-officials, who 
are usually bound to vote for the Government when 
desired, and fourteen elected members, any nine of 
whom can block any new appropriation or proposed 
tax, while, if the whole elected members are opposed 

^ Under 26 & 27 Viet. c. 31 Jamaica controls the Cayman Islands, 
which have a local legislature, the justices of the peace and elected vestry- 
men, the Governor’s assent being requisite to legislation. Under 36 & 37 
Viet. c. 6 it controls the Turks and Caicos Islands, which under Jamaica 
Law No. 6 of 1926 have a local legislature of the Commissioner, 3 officials 
and 4 nominated non-officials. Jamaica laws can apply to all these 
islands. 
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Chapter to any measure, it can be carried by tbe Governor 
by the other votes only by the device of declaring it 
to be of paramount importance, a right also available 
against the veto of the members on financial issues. 
This power, though dormant, rmdoubtedly has served 
on occasion to obviate the occurrence of a deadlock. 
The disadvantages of the position are obvious, since 
the elective members can obstruct without in any way 
having the power effectively to aid the Government 
in constructive ways, but a new scheme devised by 
the Under-Secretary was rejected by the legislature. 


5 . The Governor and the Executive 

The powers of the Governor are various; he is granted 
by letters patent constituting his office the executive 
authority of the Crown so far as necessary for the gov- 
ernment of the territory, to be exercised according to 
the laws in force ^ and to the instructions of the Crown, 
which normally are given in two forms, one iu a formal 
instrument of Instructions, and the other directions 
contained in despatches and telegrams. The Instruc- 
tions are given in the King’s name, but directions are 
issued under the general authority of the Secretary of 
State, as charged with His Majesty’s commands in 
colonial affairs. In the performance of his duties the 
Governor has the aid of an Executive Council, which 
normally consists of the chief executiye officers with, 
in some cases, especially where the legislature contains 
elected members, representatives of the non-official 
community. All hold office at the pleasure of the Crown 

1 When the Governor acts within his powers, no conrt can review his 
discretion: De Verteuil v. Enaggs, [1918] A.O. 557. 
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and may be suspended from tbe Council by the Gov- Chapter 

ernor, whose action must be confirmed by the Crown. 1 

Appointments of members who do not hold seats ex 
officio may be made provisionally by the Governor 
subject to confirmation, and it is usually possible for 
him to summon for a special purpose an extraordinary 
member. 

The Governor is required to consult the Council save 
on unimportant or urgent matters, or where consulta- 
tion would cause material prejudice to the pubhe 
interest; he alone may submit questions, subject to the 
right of any member to have entered in the minutes 
any question he desired to submit with the Governor’s 
reply to his request; he may disregard the advice of 
the majority, but must report his reasons for doing so 
to the Secretary of State, and any member may enter 
in the minutes the grounds of his advice on the issue. 

In addition to his voice in legislative matters the 
Governor is normally empowered to make grants of 
land ^ in accordance with any law or instructions; to 
appoint, suspend, remove, or interdict officers; and to 
exercise the prerogative of pardon. In these matters 
he is, of course, subject to control in varying degrees; 
as regards pardon in aU capital cases he is required to 
consult his Council, but to take the burden of decision 
on himself; on this subject Imperial iatervention is 
practically, for sound reasons, unknown. Appoint- 
ments and dismissals, however, are carefully super- 
vised; full authority exists as a rule only as regards 
appointments not' exceeding £200 a year in value; in 

^ The King by prerogative is ultimate owner of all colonial land, and 
absolute owner of nngranted land. Cf. M. v. Clarice (1851), 7 Moo.P.C. 79. 

By legislation he may have similar rights in a Protectorate: Southern 
Bhodesia^ In re, [1919] A.C. 211, 
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Chapter otter cases tte power of appointment is provisional, 
and important ofidces are filled at the direction of the 
Secretary of State. A Governor may interdict an officer, 
when he deems it necessary, from carrying on his 
duties, hut normally in the case of officers whose pen- 
sionable emoluments exceed £200 a year, procedure is 
by suspension, with a full investigation by an Executive 
Council Committee, a review by the Council, and finally 
a decision by the Secretary of State. Greater discretion 
naturally is conceded in such cases as that of Ceylon, 
but on the whole very ample safeguards against in- 
justice exist, and as in the Imperial Civil Service it is 
difficult to dispense with the services of an officer whose 
only fault is incompetence. 

Elaborate provisions exist to secure that, in the 
event of the death or incapacity of the Governor, there 
may be an officer — sometimes styled Lieutenant- 
Governor — ^legally entitled to act in that capacity, 
and the power is given to the Governor to appoint 
a Deputy with specific powers during his pleasure 
in case of the Governor’s temporary absence from 
the seat of government or on a visit to adjacent 
territories. 

The Governor, even if a mihtary officer, has, of 
course, no direct authority over the Imperial mihtary 
forces, if any, stationed in the territory, though, as 
the King’s representative, he gives the “word” in 
all places, and is entitled to receive information as to 
the strength and condition of the troops and the 
mihtary defences. When a mihtary command includes 
several Colonies, the officer in supreme command may 
transfer trbops from one Colony to another on the 
apphcation of the Governor, but he should normally 
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obtain the assent of the Governor of the Colony ia Chapter 
which troops are stationed. The Governor has siini- 
larly no right to give orders to His Majesty’s naval 
forces or require their presence. But these considera- 
tions are subject to the mutual obligation of the 
services of the Crown to render aid to one another, and, 
accordingly, both naval and mihtary officers, in cases 
of emergency, may be asked to assist in meeting local 
disorders which the forces of the Colony cannot repress. 

The introduction of telegraphic communication by 
cable and wireless has rendered it easy to secure the 
assent of the War Office or Admiralty for movements 
of troops or ships and operations, but the occurrence 
of an emergency may render action necessary without 
such authority. 

It is the duty of the Governor to secure by his 
personal attention to all matters of importance the 
effective working of the several departments of the 
Colony, and he is specially enjoined to promote re- 
ligion and education among any natives of the terri- 
tory, to protect them in their persons and the feee en- 
joyment of their possessions, and to repress by every 
lawful means violence and injustice against them. In 
recent years especial importance has come to be 
attached to the development of colonial areas, and it 
has become an anxious part of a Governor’s duty to 
consider the complex issues presented by applications 
for concessions* and by schemes of railways, roads, and 
harbour construction, involving large financial out- 
lays, and therefore necessitating careful calculations of 
ways and means. Moreover there is always the risk of 
overtaxing the native labour suppHes. He^as the aid 
of efficient heads of departments, the advice of experts 
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Chapter in the United Kingdom, and general guidance from 
the Secretary of State. The business transactions out- 
side the territory are in the main conducted through 
the Crown Agents for the Colonies in London under 
the general supervision of the Secretary of State. 


6. Defence 

As in the case of the Dominions and India, the re- 
sponsibihty for the defence of the Crown Colonies and 
adjacent Protectorates from foreign aggression rests 
with the Imperial Government, but order locally is 
preserved as a rule by military or police forces raised 
in each territory, and controlled by its Government,^ 
under final supervision by the Colonial Office. Guid- 
ance as to the organisation of these forces, inspectors- 
general, staff officers, and officers and non-com- 
missioned officers to serve in them, are obtained from 
the Imperial Government, but the local forces do not 
normally form part of the Imperial army, nor are they 
tmder the control of the War Office.® The character 
and nature of the forces differs considerably accord- 
ing to the circumstances of the territories, and in 
certain cases Imperial garrisons are maintained which, 
though intended primarily to serve general Imperial 

^ The Bahamas, and Basutoland, have police forces which can be used 
for military service; Cyprus and Seychelles have only police forces, not 
liable to military service. 

2 Where there are Imperial garrisons, the control of the local forces 
may be delegated to the 0.0. troops, as in Malta, where the units are 
part of the British forces, and Malaya. The O.C. Jamaica is Inspector- 
General of the West Indian local forces, save in Bermuda and Falkland 
Islands. 

The forces in the Colonies are made in certain conditions subject to 
the Army or Air Force Act, especially when on active service. 
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purposes, are none the less available in time of emer- Chapter 

gency for local purposes. In the case of West Africa 1 

there exists a native force of very considerable value, 
the Eoyal West African Frontier Force, units of which 
are kept in all the territories. It is administered 
through the Inspector-General at the Colonial Office, 
but in each area it is under the Governor’s control. A 
similar service is performed under an Inspector- 
General for the East African territories by the King’s 
African Eifles and the Somaliland Camel Corps, whose 
task has been rendered easier by the suppression, 
through the use of the air force in 1920, of the long- 
drawn-out revolt in Somaliland. Imperial garrisons 
secure the position of Gibraltar, Malta, Cyprus, 

Ceylon, Mauritius, the Straits Settlements, Hong- 
kong, Bermuda, and Jamaica. The war gave an im- 
petus to defence organisation, and as in India to the 
imposition of compulsory training or liability for de- 
fence in the Eastern, West Indian, and Pacific Colonies 
as regards the European population. Since 1928 a 
defence force is raised under compulsion in Kenya. 

Naval bases exist at Gibraltar, Malta, Bermuda, 
Hongkong, and Singapore. Eecognition of the services 
rendered by the Imperial navy was shown before the 
war by the action of the Malay States in presenting 
H.M.S. Malaya to the Crown, and during the war by 
the numerous grants in kmd and money, made or 
undertaken as contributions to the cost of the war. 

Similar large contributions have been made by Hong- 
kong and Malaya to the Singapore base. The use of 
colonial naval forces in conjunction with the Eoyal 
Navy is provided for by the Colonial Naval Defence 
Act, 1931. 
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7. The J%iMcatwre and the Laws 

Chapter ju accordance witli the individuality of the Colonies 
— 1- is the rule that each has normally a Supreme Court, 
which as a full court serves as a Court of Appeal^ and 
review in the case of inferior jurisdictions, and also 
has original jurisdiction in important civil and criminal 
cases, with power to issue the prerogative writs of 
habeas corpus, mandamus, etc. 

Appeals lie from these courts normally direct to 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, but an 
effort to reduce such appeals and to create some 
measure of co-operation in judicial matters is provided 
by the West Indian Courts of Appeal Act, 1919, 
which, enlarging an earher scheme of 1889 applicable 
to the Windwards, creates a Court of Appeal for the 
Leewards, the Windwards, Trinidad, and Tobago, 
Barbados, and British Guiana, consisting of the Chief 
Justices of these territories, and provides for the ap- 
pHcation of the scheme to other Colonies, if legislation 
is passed to that effect by their legislatures. The 
Colonies may require that any appeals shall first go to 
the Court of Appeal, but, subject to that right, an 
aggrieved htigant retains the power of carrying his 
case direct to the Judicial Committee. The Court of 
Appeal, however, should be able to develop a juris- 
prudence of its own, and avoid needless diversity in 
the interpretation of Acts. In the case of the British 
territories in East Afirioa a similar service of imification 

^ In the Straits Settlements a special Court of Criminal Appeal was 
created in 1931; the judges of the Straits and the Federated Malay 
States sit together for purposes of appeals. In Hongkong the Consular 
judge at Shanghai is added to the Supreme Court for appeals. 
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is rendered by His Majesty’s Court of Appeal for Chapter 
Eastern Africa, from which an appeal lies to the 
Judicial Committee. Similarly,^ from the West African 
territories appeal Hes to the West African Court of 
Appeal save in the case of Nigeria, for which Cold 
Coast judges lend help. 

Each Colony has, as a rule, as the basis of its law the 
English common law, the doctrines of equity, and the 
older statutory law,® and in statutory law in recent 
years a certain assimilation has been brought about 
by the practice of the preparation of model enact- 
ments by the Colonial Ofi&ce, which the colonial 
legislatures are invited to foUow m drawing up fresh 
legislation, and by the slow reahsation of the ad- 
vantages of uniformity in such matters as commercial 
law, bills of exchange, sale of goods, and so on. In 
the case of the Presidencies of the Leeward Islands, 
each has its separate system of laws, but the federal 
legislature enacts on certaiu matters laws for the 
whole of the Colony. In some cases of Colonies which 
had a settled system of laws when they came into the 
possession of the British Crown, the base of the law 
is some other system than English; thus in Ceylon the 
Homan Dutch law prevails, and formerly this was the 
case in British Guiana, but save as regards land 
rights from January 1, 1917, the English law has there 
been substituted for Homan Dutch law by express en- 
actment. In St* Lucia the Coutume de Paris formed the 
basis of the civil law until, in 1879, a code based on 
it was introduced. In the case of Mauritius and its 

^ Orders in Council, November 1, 1928; January 20, 1930- 

® The law up to a certain date is often specifically declared applicable; 
e.p. in Nigeria, January 1, 1900, is the date* 
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Chapter former dependency, Seyclielles, tlie French, civil code 
is the basis of the civil law. In Trinidad the laws of 
Spain, as they existed in 1797, when the island became 
British, prevail so far as not superseded by legislation, 
as has, however, been almost, if not entirely, the case. 
Cyprus has the Turkish law of 1878 as basis. In 
Grihraltar English law, as it stood on December 31, 
1883, was introduced by an Order in Council of 
February 2, 1884. It is in the sphere of civil law that, 
as a rule, the old law has been allowed to remain in 
operation; criminal law is more intimately connected 
with the changed conditions induced by an alteration 
in sovereignty.^ The Indian penal, and criminal, and 
civil procedure codes have exercised a considerable 
influence in bringing about codification of criminal 
law in East Africa, and in the Eastern Colonies, and 
have thus modified ordinary Enghsh law. 

In all those cases in which there is a considerable 
native population with laws and customs of its own 
full consideration is given in the courts to such institu- 
tions; thus in a Colony such as Fiji the courts have to’ 
take into consideration the native laws and customs 
of the Fijians, the usages of the Indian immigrants, 
and the English law of the European settlers. In 
Ceylon there are four systems apphcahle to the 
native population, and in the Straits Settlements and 
Hongkong regard has to be had to Chinese law. 


8. Miscellaneous Territories 

Reference has been made above to Aden, which it 
has been finally decided to separate from India. Ac- 

^ Ceylon, Manritius, Seychelles, and St. Lucia retain foreign law. 
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quired by occupation and purchase between 1839 and chapter 
1888 , the settlement is only 75 square miles in extent, 
but to the north and north-east a Protectorate is exer- 
cised over 9000 square miles. The settlement, originally 
treated as part of Bombay, was placed under the 
Government of India in 1932 as a Chief Commissioner- 
ship, while in 1927 the military affairs of Aden and 
the business of the Protectorate was handed over to 
the Colonial Office. The decision to terminate connec- 
tion with the Indian Empire under the Government of 
India Act, 1935 , was not unnatural. The constitution 
contemplated to be given by Order in Council is of the 
usual colonial type under the British Settlements Act, 

1887 , but appeal from Aden is to he to an Indian 
court, and thence to the Privy Council. Perim, occupied 
in 1857 , is part of the settlement. 

Tristan da Cunha was occupied in 1816 in connection, 
with Napoleon’s residence at St. Helena; on the with- 
drawal in 1817 of the garrison. Corporal Glass with his 
family remained behind, and a small community grew 
up through the arrival of coloured persons from St. 

Helena and the Cape. Until his death in 1853 , Glass 
governed the conununity; thereafter until 1933 the 
oldest inhabitant took charge; the rule is now that there 
is a council of four, the chairman acting as spokesman of 
the islanders — some 160 in number — and conducting 
marriages in the absence of a chaplain. There is also a 
women’s council for the affairs of women and children. 

Offers of removal to the Cape have been rejected and 
British sohcitude keeps the islanders fairly well off. 

Ascension, formerly controlled by the Admiralty, is 
now a dependency of St. Helena.^ Other islands hke the 

^ Letters patent, September 12, 1922. 
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Chapter Ashmore and Cartier group have been placed under the 
control of the Commonwealth of Australia. At the 
Great and Little Basses and Minicoy in the Indian 
Ocean the Board of Trade maintaius hghthouses, the 
cost being met in part by dues levied on passing vessels 
and collected at Ceylon, Mauritius, Straits, and Indian 
ports. Amboyna Cay and Sprattley Island, sandba n k s 
in the China Sea, are leased for guano collection, having 
been annexed in 1877. Other islands — some leased by 
the Treasury — are Bird and Cato Islands in the Norfolk 
group, Baine Island, Bell Cay and Bramble Cay, near 
British New Guinea, Carohne Island, Flint Island, 
Vostock Island, Malden Island, Starbuck Island; and 
in the South Atlantic, Gough, Nightingale, and In- 
accessible Islands. 

Ocean, Fanning, Washington and Christmas Islands 
are now included in the Gilbert and EUice Islands; 
Pitcairn and the Phoenix group fall directly under the 
High Commissioner for the Western Pacific. 



CHAPTER VII 


FOREIGN JURISDICTION 

The powers of extra-territorial Jurisdiction exercised, ciapter 

by the Crown at the present day are historically closely 1 

connected with the privileges first granted in 1583 by 
the Sultan of Turkey to the British Levant Company, 
under which that body was permitted a measure of 
self-government, and the right of exercising jurisdiction 
over British subjects sojourning in the Ottoman Do- 
minions. These concessions, which were analogous to 
those acquired earlier by the French, were consohdated 
and extended in course of time, until before the war the 
system of capitulations — a term originally denoting no 
more than heads of agreements — secured large and 
comprehensive privileges to the Crown in all the 
Turkish territories. The powers of jurisdiction, exer- 
cised by Consuls appointed by the Levant Company, 
were in 1825 transferred by an Imperial Act to the 
Crown on the dissolution of the Levant Company, and 
in 1843 the opening of treaty ports in China was the 
cause of the passing of an Act in general terms for the 
exercise of British jurisdiction in any foreign countries 
in which “by treaty, capitulation, grant, usage, suffer- 
ance, and other lawful means” the Crown had power 
and jurisdiction. This measure was succeeded in 1890 
by a still more comprehensive enactment,^ which ap- 

^ The Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 37), amended by 
3 & 4 Geo. V. 0 . 16. 
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Ciiapter plies also to the case in wliicli there exists in any 
country no Government from which a grant of juris- 
diction can be obtained. 

The exercise of such jurisdiction/ of course, is com- 
patible only with cases of semi-barbarous countries, or 
countries under conditions of civilisation so disparate 
from British conditions as to render it unjust and unfair 
to subject British subjects to the control of their courts. 
Accordingly the progress of civilisation in Japan was 
followed by the Treaty of 1894, which provided for the 
extinction, in 1900, of all British extra-territorial juris- 
diction there, and assurances^ have been given to 
China that the British Government is prepared to 
abandon jurisdiction if and when China establishes 
suitable conditions ensuring fair trial of Europeans. In 
the case of Turkey extra-territorial jurisdiction was 
surrendered by the Treaty of Lausanne of 1923; a 
special regime reserving issues of status to British 
courts outside Turkey was terminated in 1930.® In the 
case of former Turkish territory now under mandate to 
the United Kingdom or foreign powers and of Iraq 
arrangements have been made for effective jurisdiction, 
which renders consular jurisdiction obsolete. Albania 
secured its termination in 1926. In Persia, now Iran, 
the system ended by unilateral denunciation in 1928, 
when the United Kingdom also conceded full fiscal 
autonomy to the State. In Siam in 1909 treaty pro- 

^ Jurisdiction necessarily includes the right to legislate and the Act 
of 1890 includes a list of Acts which can be applied as well as the general 
power to legislate. See, e.g., the Foreign Jurisdiction (Neutrality) Order 
in Council, October 24, 1904, or the Foreign Jurisdiction (Military Forces) 
Order in Council, 1927, restricting the power of the courts as regards 
troops on active service. 

2 FarL Fa'p, Cmd. 2774, 2797, 3480. 

* Dicey and Keith, Conflict of Laws (5th ed.), pp. 392, 904. 
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visions arranged for its gradual complete extinction, chapter 
codes based on European law taking the place of native 
law. 

Where it still remains, jurisdiction depends on ex- 
press treaty and usage. In China all questions of 
property and personal rights of British subjects inter se 
and crimes committed by British subjects shall be dealt 
with by consular courts. Chinese subjects who commit 
crimes against British subjects fall to be punished by 
Chinese courts; in disputes between Chinese and British 
of a civil character the Consuls are enjoined to seek to 
procure pacific settlements with the aid of the Chinese 
authorities. Thus under the Order in Council of 1925 
governing jurisdiction in China, the courts are given 
authority over all British subjects, including natives 
of British Protectorates and of the Indian States; over 
the personal and proprietary rights of such subjects 
wherever resident; over foreigners in whose case juris- 
diction is conceded by their sovereign; and over British 
ships and persons and property connected with them. 
Provincial courts are held by the Consuls; there is a 
Supreme Court at Shanghai to which appeal hes, and 
from which, as in every case of this jurisdiction, appeal 
can be brought to the King in Council. From the opera- 
tion of the China Order in Council Kashgar is excluded; 
a Consul-General stationed there is paid by India and 
exercises jurisdiction under the Kashgar Order in 
Council, 1920, Under which powers are conferred on the 
High Court of the Punjab to hear appeals, whence 
further appeal may be brought to the King in Council. 

India is also interested in Maskat, Bahrein, and 
Kuwait, all States in the Persian Gulf under treaty 
relations with India. In them consular jurisdiction is 
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Ckapter exercised under Orders in Oouncild The Political Eesi- 
; dent in the Persian Gulf is in control of political re- 
lations and from his court appeal lies to the King in 
Council. He is also charged with relations with the 
“trucial” chiefs on the Pirate Coast who since 1893 are 
under treaty not to enter into relations with or cede 
land to any foreign State, and the Kuxia Muria Islands, 
annexed in 1854, are under his charge. Since the ter- 
mination of the arrangement with Persia for the use of 
the Persian coast for air services, British relations with 
the Arab coast have been rendered more intimate, and 
the British Government has repelled the claims of 
Persia to sovereignty over Bahrein. 

Consular jurisdiction is stiU exercised in Egypt 
through consular courts and a Supreme Court, sitting at 
Cairo, Alexandria, and Port Said, which hears appeals 
and from which appeal Hes to the King in Council.® 
These courts alone deal with questions of personal 
status and crimes proper committed by British subjects 
and protected persons. But jurisdiction in matters be- 
tween British subjects and foreigners are the business 
of the mixed courts, which exercise a very wide juris- 
diction, though efforts have been made by Egypt to 
have the capitulations abandoned outright and control 
over the mixed courts given to Egypt. 

Consular jurisdiction is also exercised in Ethiopia 
(Abyssinia)® and in the case of Morocco,^ outside the 

I’ebruary 3. 1916 (Maskat); August 12, 1913 (Balireiia); March 17, 
1926 (Kuwait). Indian as well as English law is applied to persons subject 
to jiixisdiction. 

® Order in Council, July 28, 1930. As in all cases power to legislate, 
subject to the control of the Secretary of State, is delegated. 

* Order in Council, December 19, 1913. 

* Order in Council, March 21, 1929, consolidating older legislation. 
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Tangier zone. Tliat zone has a special judicial system of Chapter 
international character under a convention of Decena- 
her 18, 1923, as modified by a protocol of July 25, 1928, 
under which Italy shares with the United Kingdom, 

France, and Spain control of the Tangier regime. 

Foreign jurisdiction in China was formerly closely 
connected with the existence of spheres of influence, 
as was shown in 1898 when as a counter-weight to the 
Russian acquisition of Port Arthur the United King- 
dom obtained a lease of Wei-hai-wei. In 1922, however, 
the treaties reached at Washington substituted for this 
doctrine that of equahty of opportunity and the open 
door for all trade, and led to the Japanese evacuation 
of Shantung, and the British rendition of Wei-hai-wei. 

The issue, however, has been revived by the creation 
under Japanese influence of Manchukuo and the enun- 
ciation of the doctrine of the special interests of Japan 
in China. Russia in hke manner has interests in Mon- 
goha. Siam since 1904 has been recognised as falhng in 
part within the British, in part within the French 
sphere of influence, but the State seems destined to 
preserve its independence. The declaration of zones of 
interest in Persia by the agreement of 1907 between 
the United Kingdom and Russia was followed by the 
diminution of Russian authority and by a Treaty of 
1919 which if ratified would have placed Persia defin- 
itely under British influence. But it was not accepted 
by the Persian iegislature, and the usurpation of power 
by Reza Khan Pahlavi in 1925 has established Iran 
as an independent State. The United Kingdom, how- 
ever, as already noted, has interests in the Persian 
Gulf which it will not surrender. Moreover, through the 
Chief Commissioner and Resident at Aden, it is in close 



496 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


Chapter relations witl. the Arab tribes; he controls Sokotra, a 
Protectorate since 1886, and Perim, annexed in 1857. 
Britain also is interested in the Eongdom ^ of the Hedj az 
and of Nejd, and in the ruler of Yemen, ^ tendering good 
offices in their recent warfare with a view to accelerat- 
ing the conclusion of peace. 

In Africa spheres of influence have ceased to be of 
consequence, since the United Kingdom in 1904 agreed 
to recognise the rights of Prance in Morocco; similarly 
she has conceded Spanish rights in her share of that 
area. On the other hand, Egypt is definitely in the 
British sphere of influence, as is Iraq, and though in 
India since 1919 the British Government claims no 
rights over Afghanistan, and Nepal has been recognised 
by Treaty of 1923 as absolutely sovereign, Britain re- 
mains definitely concerned with the foreign relations 
of Bhutan, and is not prepared to see Tibet fall into the 
power of China to such an extent as to render possible 
any danger to India.® Recently Italy has insisted on 
her claim under accords of 1925 to a sphere of in- 
fluence in eastern Abyssinia as against France and 
the United Kingdom. 

^ See Treaty of May 20, 1927, recognising Ibn Sand. 

® See Treaty of February 11, 1934. 

® Kelations between Tibet and China remain indeterminate, but the 
British view in 1912 against Chinese control of internal affairs remains 
imaltered. 



CHAPTEE VIII 


PROTECTORATES OP COLONIAL CHARACTER 

The doctrine of foreign jurisdiction explained in the chapter 
preceding chapter has been employed to justify the 
control exercised over a large number of territories 
which are under the protection of the British Crown, 
but which are not reckoned as British territories^ 

These areas may conveniently be called colonial Pro- 
tectorates, though the phrase has no official sanction. 

The essential feature of these Protectorates, which, 
together with Protected States dealt with in the follow- 
ing chapter, are regularly referred to officially as terri- 
tories under His Majesty’s protection, is that these 
areas do not form an iategral portion of the territory 
of the protecting State. Protectorates of both classes 
have certain characteristics in common: (1) Inter- 
nationally, protection precludes the acquisition by any 
foreign State of the protected territory. (2) The pro- 
tecting State assumes full external sovereignty over 
the protected State and no foreign State can enter into 
diplomatic or pohtical relations with the protected 
State, save thrcaigh the protecting State. (3) In conse- 
quence, the protecting State is bound to secure such 
an organisation of government in its Protectorate as 
will secure due regard to the rights of subjects of the 
foreign States. (4) Protectorates are often a prelimin- 
^ See above, Cbap. VI. s. L 
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Chapter ary to annexation of the territories concerned by the 
protecting State. The plan of asserting Protectorates 
instead of formal annexation became regular on the 
part of European powers in the period after 1880 , and 
the Berlin Conference of 1884-5 lent it authority by 
requiring powers signatory to the treaty to notify to 
the other powers their declaration of any fresh Pro- 
tectorate within the area dealt with by the treaty. 
Other European powers in this period adopted the doc- 
trine that the declaration of Protectorate rendered 
proper the assumption of full jurisdiction, civil and 
criminal, over both protected subjects and foreigners 
in the protected area. But the British Government at 
first took a much more hmited view. It was held that, 
while jurisdiction could be exercised over British sub- 
jects and subjects of the Protectorates, in the case of 
foreigners jurisdiction should be dependent on their 
consent and on that of their Government.^ But this 
doctriae, though it might be applied to the case of 
States with a fairly well organised system of govern- 
ment, as in the Zanzibar and Brunei Orders in Council 
1884 and 1890 , became hard to operate in the case of 
territories occupied by tribes without an effective cen- 
tral Government. The necessity of maintaining effective 
order in such territories to comply with the terms of 
the Treaty of Berlin, and the more exacting require- 
ments of the Brussels Conference Treaty of 1890 , com- 
pelled the British Government to adopt a wider point 
of view, which was shown in the terms of the Order 
in Council of 1891 , passed to provide for the control 
of the territories in Bechuanaland and the areas in 

^ Africa Order ia Council, October 15, 1889. It was extended to for- 
eigners by Order in Coudeil, Junf, 28, 1892. 



COLONIAL PROTECTORATES 


499 


respect of which, the British South Africa Company, Chapter 
estabhshed by royal charter in 1889, had obtained, or 
proposed to obtain, the power to exercise jurisdiction 
and pohtical control. That order is definitely based on 
the view that, subject to the respect which must be 
shown to any Agreements with native rulers, the Crown 
may, by its authority, impose legislation upon, or 
estabhsh its jurisdiction over, protected territories. 

The basis of this right may be regarded as an exer- 
cise of prerogative founded in the case of British sub- 
jects on the doctrine of allegiance, which gives the 
Crown power to govern those whom it protects, and 
as regards other persons on the power to accept cession 
of jurisdiction, to acquire it by force of arms, or to 
exercise it where it is not challenged. Apart, however, 
from the prerogative, the authority of the Crown is 
rendered efiective by the Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 

1890, which consolidates earlier Acts. The Act (s. 1) 
authorises the Crown to exercise any jurisdiction which 
it possesses within a foreign country in as ample a 
manner as if the jurisdiction had been acquired by the 
cession or conquest of territory. Every act done in pur- 
suance of any jurisdiction in a foreign country shall 
have the validity of acts done according to the local 
law. Where a foreign country is not subject to any 
Grovernment from which the Crown might obtain juris- 
diction by any lawful means, the Crown may exercise 
jurisdiction over British subjects in that country, and 
such jurisdiction is reckoned as foreign jurisdiction 
(s. 2). Power is given to assign to any court in a British 
possession, or held under the authority of the Crown, 
any jurisdiction which could lawfully be conferred on 
a British court in a foreign country. Validity is given 
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Chapter to authorise the deportation of persons by order of 
British courts in foreign countries, and Orders in 
Council made under the Act are given full validity save 
in so far as they may be repugnant to Acts of Parha- 
ment or orders or regulations made thereunder ex- 
tending to the subjects of the Crown (s. 12). The Crown 
therefore has, in respect of its jurisdiction, authority 
almost unfettered. 

The modes in which jurisdiction can be acquired are 
specified in the preamble as treaty, capitulation, grant, 
usage, sufierance, and other lawful means, and the 
wideness of this enumeration serves to render it pos- 
sible to ignore the suggestion in Section 2, that in some 
cases jurisdiction may apply to British subjects only. 
At any rate, since 1891, it has been the regular practice 
in issuing Orders in Council to ignore earlier limita- 
tions, and in the Protectorates of colonial type the 
exercise of sovereignty is absolute, subject always to 
the invariable practice of the observance of such treaty 
rights as may be conferred on local rulers by express 
agreement. It must, however, be noted that these 
agreements are not regarded as treaties of international 
law, and that, should the British Crown determine to 
override them, it could do so without incurring inter- 
national hability, nor would there lie against the 
Crown any form of procedure under the constitutional 
law of the Empire. 

It would appear that the chiefs in the African Pro- 
tectorates are not regarded by the British Government 
as being in the possession of such a degree of sove- 
reignty as would exempt them from the jurisdiction of 
British courts.^ The result is a clear contrast between 
^ TsMkedi Khama r, Batshosa, [1931] A.C* 784. 
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them and the princes of the Indian States, or of the Chapter 

Malay States/ who are not held to be subject to muni- 

cipal jurisdiction; even in British India jurisdiction 
over Indian princes is exercised only in respect of their 
land holdings. 

As the territory of Protectorates is not British terri- 
tory, its inhabitants are not British subjects by birth 
thereon. They are reckoned as British protected per- 
sons and are entitled to British diplomatic protection 
when in foreign countries, and in foreign countries 
with independent Governments in which the Crown 
exercises extra-territorial jurisdiction they are treated 
as entitled to the same exemption from local law as 
are British subjects; in this respect they are treated 
in the same manner as the subjects of the Indian States, 
who, by statute, are reckoned as British protected 
persons. 

It is not customary for British legislation to deal 
directly with the Protectorates, the more normal pro- 
cedure being to authorise the Crown by Order in 
Council to apply to the Protectorate new legislation of 
general character, such as is applied to the Colonies. 

Large numbers of such statutes have been made apph- 
cable to the Protectorates, and by the Orders in 
Council which provide generally for their government 
the system of Enghsh common law, or of the Indian 
Codes, has from time to time been introduced for apph- 
cation generaHy, except in those cases affecting natives 
which are normally left to the operation of native law 
and custom. The form of government which is provided 
is based on the colonial system to which it has been 
progressively assimilated, the terms Governor and 

1 Devdopment Co, y, Kdantan Government, [1924] A.C. 797. 
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CJiiapter Government being usually substituted in recent con- 
stitution for tbe older Iligb Commissioner and Ad- 
ministration. 

The intimacy between Protectorates and colonial 
Government is shown by the fact that control may be 
exercised by the Governor of an adjacent Colony.^ The 
judicial system is regulated by Order in Council or 
local ordinance on the colonial model. Appeal hes in 
some cases to the Supreme Court of an adjacent Colony 
or Protectorate and thence to His Majesty in Council, 
or in some cases direct to His Majesty in Council. In 
the West African territories there is a West African 
Court of Appeal and as regards East Africa an Eastern 
African Court of Appeal, but Nigeria and Somaliland 
have direct access to the Privy Council.^ The Eastern 
African Court of Appeal acts also for the mandated 
territory of Tanganyika and the protected State of 
Zanzibar. 

As noted above, as much use as possible is made of 
the principle of iadirect rule of the native population 
by the instrumentahty of local chiefs to whom is as- 
signed authority of administration, of the raising of 
taxation and the exercise of criminal and civil justice, 
subject to the supervision of European ofhcers. Power 
to make local regulations is also conceded to the chiefs 
with their councils, or in places where no chiefs exist, 
as in Southern Nigeria, to district councils. The widest 
authority is that accorded to the Kabaka of Buganda 
in Uganda and the Emirs of Northern Nigeria and to 
certain chiefs of Lagos, such as the rulers of Abeokuta 
and Ibadan. 

The degree of development of the colonial Protector- 

^ Temtorxal areas are defined by Orders in Council from time to time. 
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ates and the character of their population determine chapter 
the extent to which the use of executive and legislative 
councils is provided for. Nigeria, as now constituted, 
consists of the merger into one administration of the 
Colony of Lagos, ceded by the local ruler in 1861 and 
created a Colony in 1862; the Protectorate of Southern 
Nigeria, which was an extension of the Oil Rivers Pro- 
tectorate of 1885; and the Protectorate of Northern 
Nigeria, representing the territories acquired by the 
Niger Company. In 1906 Lagos and Southern Nigeria 
were merged as the Colony and Protectorate of South- 
ern Nigeria, and in 1914 they were merged with 
Northern Nigeria into the Colony and Protectorate of 
Nigeria. The present constitution, which rests on 
Orders in Council of 1922 and 1928, and letters patent 
and royal instructions, as regards the Colony, provides 
for an executive council and for a legislative council, 
for the Colony and the southern provinces of the Pro- 
tectorate, which is also given control over Protectorate 
Government expenditure in the northern provinces, 
though for these provinces the Governor alone legis- 
lates. The Council is presided over by the Governor 
and consists of ofl&cial members, including the mem- 
bers of the executive council, the senior Residents, five 
other oflS-cials and three nominated ofl&cials; three mem- 
bers elected by persons resident within the municipal 
area of Lagos, and one member elected by residents 
within the area of Calabar; and not more than fifteen 
nominated unofficial members. The nominations are 
made to secure representation of the fom Chambers 
of Commerce, the local Chamber of Mines, banking in- 
terests, shipping interests, and the rest to represent 
African interests. The franchise is con fi ned to male 
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Chapter Biitisli subiects witb not less than £100 per annum 
VIII. 

gross income. 

Northern Ehodesia,i established as a distinct Pro- 
tectorate in 1924, has executive and legislative councils, 
with an elective minority on the latter, seven out of 
sixteen members. 

In the case of Sierra Leone, a single legislative council 
acts for the Colony and the Protectorate. As reconsti- 
tuted in 1924, the legislative council consists of the 
Governor as president, eleven official members, and ten 
unofficial members, of whom two are elected as urban 
members, while the others include three paramount 
chiefs, securing direct representation of Protectorate 
interests. 

In the Nyasaland Protectorate, proclaimed in 1891, 
the Order in Council of 1907 established an executive 
council and a legislative council. The latter consists of 
the Governor, ex ojicio members, and four unofficial 
members nominated by the Governor. 

In Uganda, declared a Protectorate in 1894, the pres- 
ent constitution under an Order in Council of 1920 
includes an executive cmmcil of officials and a legisla- 
tive council, consisting of the Governor, six official 
members, and three nominated members. 

The remaining Protectorates have no legislative 
councils of their own. The Kenya Protectorate is now 
constituted of the mainland dominions of the Sultan 
of Zanzibar, over which a Protectorate was proclaimed 
in 1890. The legislative council of Kenya legislates for 
the Protectorate.^ 

Somaliland, a Protectorate since 1884, administered 


^ See above, Obap. V. s. 2. 

® Order in Ootmcil, August IS, 1920. 
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by the Resident at Aden till 1898, was not brougbt Chapter 
under effective control until 1920-22, when air power 
was first successfully employed to meet dervish attacks. 

It is administered and legislated for by a Governor.^ 

The Northern Territories of the Gold Coast are 
administered by a Chief Commissioner under the con- 
trol of the Governor of the Gold Coast, who has legisla- 
tive authority.® The laws of the Gold Coast were ap- 
phed to the territories by Order in Council of 1901. The 
Gambia Protectorate is legislated for by the legislative 
council of the Gambia Colony. 

The British Solomon Islands Protectorate is ad- 
ministered by a Resident Co mm issioner, who has the 
assistance of an advisory council inaugurated in 1921, 
composed of three official members and four nominated 
members, including the Bishop of Melanesia. Legisla- 
tion is passed by the High Commissioner for the 
Western Pacific. 

There are also two Protectorates in South Africa 
which are stiU under the control of the British Govern- 
ment, the Bechuanaland Protectorate and Swaziland. 

Both, together with the Colony of Basutoland, are con- 
trolled by a High Commissioner, formerly styled High 
Commissioner for South Africa, but now High Com- 
missioner for Basutoland, the Bechuanaland Protec- 
torate, and Swaziland.® 

The Bechuanaland Protectorate was proclaimed in 

^ Orders in. Council, December 17, 1929; April 23, 1932, The title 
Governor was restored in 1935. 

2 Order in Council, November 9, 1934. The executive council of the 
Colony now acts also for the Northern Territories. 

3 Order in Council, December 20, 1934. He is succeeded in absence 
by the Naval Commander-in-Chief , but his duties as High Commissioner 
for the United Kingdom are undertaken by one of his subordinates. 
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Chapter 1885 and its area defined in 1891. It was administered 
for certain purposes as if part of tfie Becfiuanaland 
Colony until tlie latter was annexed to tlie Cape in 
1895. Since tlien the territory has been administered 
by a Kesident Commissioner on lines similar to those 
of Basutoland. A number of important chiefs are 
recognised and permitted to exercise, within defined 
limits, powers of administration, legislation, taxation, 
and jurisdiction, acting with their councils in accord- 
ance with native law; but native courts are forbidden 
to authorise destruction of property, and jurisdiction 
over Europeans’^ is excluded. There is an elaborate 
judicial system, but the jurisdiction of an assistant 
resident magistrate does not extend to cases affecting 
natives of the same tribe, except when necessary to 
prevent acts of violence. More important civil and 
criminal cases, especially those afiecting Europeans, 
are dealt with since 1912 by the special court of the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate, which is presided over by 
a judge or advocate of the Supreme Court of South 
Africa. 

Swaziland was a Protectorate of the South African 
Eepublic, and on conquest the Protectorate became 
vested in the British Crown.® The administration is 
vested in a Eesident Commissioner, who is advised 
in purely European matters by an elected advisory 
council of nine members. Legislation for Swaziland, as 

} Disregard of this rule in 1933 led to the suspension of Tshekedi 
Khama by the Acting High Comioissioner. He was, however, reinstated, 
and in 1934 two proclamations were drawn up dealing with the powers 
of chiefs and their jurisdiction. On the economic dijB&oulties of the area 
see PaH. Pap. Cmd. 4368. 

^ Orders in Council, June 25, 1903; December 1, 1906; October 18, 
1909; December 20, 1934. 



COLONIAL PROTECTORATES 


507 


for Bechuanaland, is passed by tbe Higb Commissioner chapter 
only. Since 1912 civil and criminal jurisdiction in more 
important cases is exercised by a special court, pre- 
sided over by a trained lawyer. In native disputes of 
a civil character, tbe chiefs continue to exercise juris- 
diction, subject to appeal to the Eesident Commis- 
sioner. 



CHAPTER IX 


THE PROTECTED STATES AND EGYPT 

1. The Protected States 

Chapter ESSENTIALLY distinct from Protectorates of the col- 
onial type are a number of protected States, chiefly in 
Borneo and the Malay Peninsula. The essential char- 
acteristic of the Protectorate is that the Crown assumes 
and exercises full sovereign authority, though without 
a uri exing the territory. In the case of the protected 
States the sovereign authority belongs to the sovereign 
of the State, and not in any sense to the British Crown, 
and the role of the latter is derived from treaty ar- 
rangements with the States which do not confer any 
sovereignty over them, but give powers and duties in 
respect either of both internal and external affairs, 
or the latter almost exclusively. Historical accident 
largely explains the distinction between the two eases; 
in these Eastern territories there was a longer tradition 
of governmental forms which presented the possibility 
of preserving the existing State form, While the British 
Government was most anxious not to extend its re- 
sponsibihties. In Africa, where such a policy would 
have been wiUingly followed, it proved impracticable 
of maintenance in the long run owing to the inferiority 
of political organisation and capacity of those con- 
cerned. 

By far the most important group of protected States 
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is that in the Malay Peninsula, composed of the Feder- Chapter 
ated Malay States and the States outside the federa- 
tion, all of which are under the sphere of action of the 
High Comnaissioner for the States, whose office is com- 
bined with that of Governor of the Straits Settlements. 

In 1874 the first eSective steps to bring these States 
under British protection were taken, when Eesidents 
to advise respecting collection of revenue and general 
administration were appointed to Perak, Selangor, and 
Sungei Ujong; in 1887 the external aSairs of Pahang 
were entrusted to British control, and next year fuller 
protection and a British Eesident were accepted. In 
1895 the federal State of Negri Sembilan came into 
being, including Sungei Ujong and other States which 
had received British protection in 1883-9. The adminis- 
tration in each State is carried on by the State Coimcil 
presided over by the Sultan, assisted by the Eesident, 
and also, in Perak and Selangor, the Secretary to the 
Resident. The council includes members of the royal 
family, high chiefs, and, in the three older States, 
Chinese representatives, and it has legislative power 
for the State. The Residents are appointed by the 
Secretary of State and are controlled by the High 
Commissioner through the Chief Secretary, and through 
their influence the administration is largely conducted 
on Crown Colony fines, there being a large European 
staff. The Chief Secretary’s functions as a controller 
of the Residents in the interests of unity of policy were 
provided for in a Treaty of 1895, by which a federation 
was created, each State agreeing to a system of mutual 
aid in men and money, and the provision of an Indian 
force for general service in the States and for the 
defence of the Straits Settlements in the event of war. 
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Chapter Axrangements were then made for periodic meetings 
of the rulers for consultation, and in 1909 this ripened 
into the creation of a Federal Council, consisting of the 
High Commissioner, the heads of the four States, and 
others. In 1927 it was, by agreement, reconstructed. 
The High Commissioner is president, and there are 
twelve official and eleven unofficial members nominated 
by bim with the King’s approval. The council meets 
thrice a year to consider legislation which is to apply 
to more than one State, and the estimates of all the 
four States. There is a federal judiciary. 

The other Malay States include Johore,^ with which 
a Treaty of December 11 , 1885 , was concluded, placing 
its foreign affairs in British hands and providing for 
the appointment of a British Agent, not, however, 
actually carried out until 1910 ; in 1914 a General 
Adviser with enlarged powers was appointed. Further, 
there are the States of Kedah, Perlis, Kelantan,^ and 
Trengganu, over which Siam claimed a measure of 
suzerainty, which was surrendered by the Treaty of 
March 10 , 1909 . Since 1902 Kelantan had been under 
the obhgation to act on the advice of a British officer 
in the Siamese service, and his powers are now exer- 
cised by a British adviser. The position of Kedah is 
similar. The relation of Trengganu to Siam, on the 
other hand, was nominal and a Treaty of April 22, 
1910 , regulates the Sultan’s relations with the British 

^ There is a constitution of 1895, with a Council of Ministers, composed 
of Malay officers of State, an Executive Council of British and Malay 
officers, a Council of State to which European and Asiatic official and 
unofficial members are appointed, and a judicial system analogous to 
that of the Federated Malay States. 

^ The legal position of Kelantan and of the other States is fuUy set 
out in the case Dufj Development Go, v. Government of Kelantan^ [1923] 
1 Ch. 3S5j [1924] A,C. 797. 
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Crown. All political relations with foreign powers are Chapter 
handed over to British hands, and in 1919 the State 
accepted an adviser, whose advice on administration 
and finance must he adopted. In 1930 PerHs adopted 
a similar arrangement. Under the advice of the British 
advisers the States have largely prospered since de- 
tachment from Siam. Each ruler has a State Comicil 
for advice and legislation. 

Brunei, once a powerful State, now diminished to a 
mere fraction of itself by cessions to Sarawak and 
North Borneo, surrendered in 1888 control of its foreign 
relations, and in 1905 accepted guidance in internal 
affairs to be given by a Resident under the directions 
of the High Commissioner. 

As contrasted with these territories, Sarawak occu- 
pies a position of self-determination. Its history is 
curious, for when Sir James Brooke acquired in 1842 
a large cession of territory from the Sultan of Brunei, 
the question arose whether any British recognition 
could be extended to him, seeing that any territory 
acquired by a British subject must be acquired, on the 
strict legal theory, for the Crown. The knot, which 
legal abihty failed to untie, was finally cut; protec- 
tion was refused, but recogrdtion as an independent 
sovereign was granted in 1863. Later, an agreement of 
Jime 14, 1888, placed Sarawak under British protec- 
tion. The Crown undertakes not to interfere in internal 
affairs, but is. to determine any question arising as 
to the succession, to control the foreign relations of 
the State, and to have the right to appoint consular 
ofl&cers. British subjects are assured most-favoured- 
nation treatment, and no part of the State may be 
alienated without the consent of the Crown. The ad- 
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Chapter ministration is conducted in the usual manner of the 

TV’ 

1 Malay States by the ruler with a supreme council of 

nine members (four European and five Malay magis- 
trates) and a general council of fifty (European and 
Malay officers and native chiefs) meeting trienniaUy, 
and the history of its development by successive ac- 
quisitions to an area of 40,000 square miles, under the 
rule of the Brookes, is a picturesque interlude. 

Much more prosaic is the record of British North 
Borneo, which had its origin in cessions made by the 
Sultan of Brunei and Sulu to Baron Overbeck and 
Sir A. Dent in 1877-8; these in 1882 came into the 
hands of the British North Borneo Company, which 
was established by a charter from the Crown of 
November 1, 1881. By an agreement of May 12, 1888, 
a formal protection was afforded to the Company, the 
Crown undertaking control of all foreign relations and 
obtaining the right to appoint consular officers, but 
refrai n ing from intervention in internal affairs.^ The 
charter gave legislative authority to the Company, 
which is exercised by the Governor with the consent 
of the board of directors in London; the Governor is 
aidqd by a .legislative coimcil of eight official and five 
unofficial members; representing the trading com- 
munities, European and Asiatic, but their function 
is advisory. English law was introduced under the 
charter but subject to due regard for native law, 
especially in matters of property, succession, and 
status, and the Indian codes have been largely adapted 
for use. Allegations of unsatisfactory treatment of the 
natives were recently disproved on investigation for 

^ Appeal lies from the High Court to the Privy Council: Order in 
Council, November 28, 1914. 
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the Secretary of State for the Colonies. There exists an Chapter 
Imam’s Court for the administration of Muhammadan — 1 
law, and native courts to settle cases by native custom. 

The selection of the Governor is subject to the approval 
of the Crown. 

In the Western Pacific the httle State of Tonga under 
a queen has been protected since 1900. It has a 
constitution with Privy Council and Parliament. The 
British Government exercises a certain control through 
an agent and consul, who is subject to the High Com- 
missioner for the Western Pacific. 

In these protected States it is not the practice 
normally to secure formal rights of jurisdiction over 
British subjects, the influence of the Crown on the ad- 
ministration being sufficient to secure due execution 
of justice, though there is manifestly nothing in the 
status of a protected State to render such exercise of 
jurisdiction improper if it were found necessary; and 
it is exercised in Tonga. There the Tonga courts punish 
offences against the Tongan law, not pimishable with 
death or imprisonment over two years.’- In other cases 
non-Tongans are subject to the High Commissioner’s 
Court. In Brunei, a local law* confers on the Resident’s 
Court full jurisdiction. From the courts of the Feder- 
ated Malay States and Johore appeal lies to the Privy 
Council. From Tonga appeal hes through Fiji to the 
Council. 

In the New 'Hebrides a most complex condominium 

1 Pari. Pap. C. 6594. 

« The Courts Enactment Act, 1908, provides for the jurisdiction of 
the Resident’s Court, the application of laws of the Straits Settlements 
and the Federated Malay States, and allows appeal to the Supreme Court 
of the Straits Settlements, and thence to the Privy Coanoil; Order in 
CouEcil, September 26, 1908. 
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Chapter OX joint Protectorate is shared with France under 
Conventions of October 20, 1906, and August 6, 1914, 
jurisdiction being exercised in certain matters by a 
special international tribunal, in others by consular 
courts, but the system is wholly unsatisfactory. 


2. Egyjtt and the Sudan 

The anomalous and complex position occupied by 
Egypt towards the British Crown was, to a certain ex- 
tent, more effectively defined in 1914 when the con- 
nection, shadowy but real, between Egypt and Turkey 
was severed and a British Protectorate was estab- 
Hshed over the country. The grave difidculties of 
efiective control over the European residents in view 
of existing treaty rights, were solved by the plan of 
declaring martial law, under which the necessary 
measures for efiective control could be taken. The 
termination of hostihties raised inevitably the issue of 
the future of Egypt, having regard to the principle of 
self-determination enunciated by the alhes; and the 
inability of the British Government, on the plea of 
the pressure of the peace settlement, to come to any 
arrangement with the Egyptian ministry in 1919 
heralded a period of great strain in Anglo-Egyptian 
relations. A deadlock was imminent, in view of the 
difl&culty of forming any Egyptian ministry to carry 
on the government unless independence»was conceded, 
and the practical impossibility of managing affairs 
merely through the relatively small number of British 
officials, nearly aU employed solely in advisory capaci- 
ties and dependent on the Egyptian services for the 
carrying out of the actual administration. Finally, 
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tloroiigh. a visit of the High Commissionex to England Chapter 
in February 1922, it was found possible to arrange a — 1 
settlement as between the views of the British ad- 
ministrators on the spot and the Imperial Government. 

As no Egyptian ministry would accept responsibility 
for negotiating a treaty to acknowledge Egyptian in- 
dependence, the procedure was adopted of a unilateral 
declaration of the termination of the British Protector- 
ate and the estabhshment of Eg 3 iptian independence. 

An undertaking was given to withdraw absolutely 
martial law as proclaimed on November 2, 1914, on 
the passing of a General Act of Indemnity. At the 
same time the British Government reserved the ques- 
tions of the security of the communications of the 
British Empire in Egypt; the defence of Egypt against 
all foreign aggression and interference, direct and in- 
direct; the protection of foreign interests in Egypt, and 
of minorities; and the Sudan. On March 15, 1922, 
notification of Egyptian independence was made to 
foreign States by the British Government, and it was 
stated that Egypt could now estabhsh a Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and prepare the way for diplomatic 
and consular representation abroad. It was, however, 
pointed out that the welfare and integrity of Egypt 
were necessary to the peace and safety of the British 
Empire, which would, therefore, always retain as an 
essential British interest the special relations between 
itself and Egypt, long recognised by other govern- 
ments. In pursuance of this principle they would re- 
gard as an unfriendly act any attempt at interference 
in the affairs of Egypt by another power, and would 
consider lany aggression against the territory of Egypt 
as an act to be repelled with all the means at their 
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Chapter corQnaand. On April 19, 1923, a new constitution for 
Egypt as an independent State was signed by the 
sovereign, establishing a constitutional monarchy 
with a bicameral legislature and a responsible 
ministry. 

The ministry of Zaghlul Pasha established as the 
result of the elections in 1924, was followed by negotia- 
tions to secure for Egypt complete independence and 
the realisation of the national aspirations for Egypt 
and the Sudan. But the insistence of the British 
Government on maintaining its views both as to 
Egypt and the Sudan was followed on November 19 by 
the assassmation of Sir L. Lee Stack, Sirdar of the 
Egyptian army and Governor-General of the Sudan. 
The British Government insisted on payment of an 
indemnity of £500,000, the withdrawal from the 
Sudan of Egyptian officers and units, and the revision 
of conditions affecting the status of officers in the 
Civil Service of Egypt, including the maintenance of 
the posts of financial and judicial advisers, together 
with the increase of the area of irrigation in the Sudan. 
The British terms were, in substance, carried out, but 
the appointment of the Sirdar to the Egyptian army 
was dropped, it being held sufficient to maintain an 
Inspector-General of the Egyptian Army. A very large 
number of British officials took the opportunity to 
retire.^ 

Internal difficulties, due to the King’s desire 
for autocracy, led to the suspension of constitutional 
government until 1926, when Zaghlul Pasha resumed 
power. In 1927 it was necessary to make it clear that 
the smm quo regarding the Egyptian army must be 

^ See Lord Lloyd, Egypt since Cromer, voL ii. chap. vi. 
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maintaiaed, but tbis was followed by proposals for a Oh^ter 
definite treaty, whicb were accepted by Sarwat Pasba, — 1 
but proved unacceptable to tbe Egyptian Government 
as a whole. In 1929, however, the question of control 
of the waters of the Nile was at last adjusted,^ and in 
1930 a fresh attempt at treaty settlement was made, 
which contemplated the removal of British troops® 
from Cairo and Alexandria to the deserts, east of 
longitude 32°, the withdrawal of British ofl&cers from 
the Egjrptian army, and the suppression of the 
European Department in the Ministry of the Interior, 
involving the destruction of the power of the United 
Kingdom to protect foreign residents. It was further 
promised that the British Government would use its 
authority to secure the abolition of the capitulations. 

On the other hand, the King undertook to afiord 
effective protection to the lives and property of 
foreigners in Egypt. The treaty, however, proved un- 
acceptable and negotiations remained incomplete. 

The Ehng’s renewed efforts to establish autocracy led 
in 1930 to the promulgation of a new constitution. 

The British Government refused to mterfere with his 
action, as a matter of domestic interest, hut in 1934 
the Kmg cancelled, on the advice of his new ministry, 
the constitution of 1930, with a view to the introduc- 
tion of a 'more constitutional regime. 

The Sudan, whose future is regarded as affecting 
vitally British interests, is under a condominium of 
Great Britain and Egypt created by Agreement of 
January 19, 1899, which negatives any claim of 
Turkey to suzerainty, and rests the British right on 

1 Pari. Pap. Cmd. 3348. 

® A force of about 11,420 is maintained. See Fmi, Cmd. 3675. 
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Chapter conquest; this system was extended by Agreement 
of July 10, 1899, to SuaHnJ The supreme military 
and civil authority is vested in a Governor-General, 
appointed by Egyptian decree with the consent of the 
British Government, and removable only in the same 
manner; he appoints the Provincial Governors and 
Inspectors, who, with the chief members of the civil 
staff, are British, and he legislates by proclamation. 
In the exercise of his executive powers, other than in 
military matters and as regards appointments, and 
in legislation he is aided since 1910 by a Council of 
four officials and four other nominees, but he has the 
final decision in all matters. Defence is entrusted to 
the native Sudan defence force and a small British 
force. The system of government employs direct rule 
through local chiefs. The Government of Egypt has no 
legislative or other control, beyond the fact that the 
budget is submitted to it for approval and audit, and 
that irrigation forms the subject of joint agreement 
between the two Governments. Civil and criminal 
law and procedure have been codified and, while the 
higher judges and magistrates are British, Muham- 
madan law is administered to Muhammadans in 
special courts, appeal, provincial, and district, by Kadis, 
and native sheikhs and chiefs administer customary 
law in their districts, subject to appeal to a British 
officer, and to the limitation that no death sentence 
may be pronounced. The more important criminal 
cases are tried by Governors of provinces and District 
Commissioners or Mamours of provinces and districts. 

1 The oondominium has been allowed to stand despite the removal 
of Egyptian forces: Lloyd, Bgy'pX mm Cfomer, ii. 136 Egypt in 1923 
agreed to pay £750,000 contribution to the cost of administration. 
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3. Zanzibar 

Zanzibar, separated in 1861 from Maskat, preserves Chapter 
some of the appearance of a protected State with a 
very complete transfer of power into British, control. 

A formal Protectorate was announced in 1890 and 
recognised by Prance and Germany. More detailed 
control of the administration was only assumed in 
1906, while in 1913 the Foreign Office gave over con- 
trol to the Colonial OfS.ce, and under an Order in 
Council of January 21, 1914, the administration was 
organised. As modified by Orders in Council, 1924 and 
1925, Government is in eSect carried on in the name 
of the Sultan by a British Resident, Legislation is 
enacted in the form of the Sultan’s decrees, which, are 
binding on all persons, when countersigned by the 
Resident; if he annuls his countersignature on the 
direction of the Colonial OflSce, the decree ceases to 
be valid. Under the Sultan’s Decree of 1926 there is 
an executive council with the Sultan as president, 
the Resident as vice-president, and three official 
members. The legislative council is presided over by 
the Resident; there are three ex officio, five nominated 
official members, and six unofficial members represent- 
ing their communities. The central administration is 
in the hands of British, officers, but there are Arab 
Governors in, the towns, and village headmen. The 
Indian Penal and Civil and Criminal Procedure Codes 
are in force, but the basis of civil law is Muhammadan 
law, and native law is recognised, if not unjust or 
immoral. 

Over all cases in which a British subject or person 
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Chapter enjojdng Britisi. protection or a foreigner is concerned, 
jurisdiction is exercised by His Majesty’s High Court, 
subject to appeal to His Majesty’s Court of Appeal for 
Eastern Africa; in cases afiecting only subjects of the 
Sultan, tbe Sultan’s courts have jurisdiction, subject 
to appeal to the British judge, sitting as the Sultan’s 
Court for Zanzibar, from which appeal lies to the 
Court of Appeal for Eastern Africa. From it lies appeal 
to the Privy Council. 

The subordinate courts are held by resident magis- 
trates, administrative officers, and Arab Kathis. In 
addition district courts, composed of benches of local 
headmen, exercise a hmited criminal jurisdiction. 



CHAPTER X 


THE MANDATED TERRITORIES 

1. The Pacific and African Mandates 

It ■would have been the wish of the Dominions that the Chapter 

territories conquered from Germany in the Pacific and 1 

Africa should have followed the usual fate of war, and 
been annexed on the defeat of Germany to the victors; 
but this pohcy was defeated by President Wilson’s 
insistence on the system of mandate. The Imperial 
Government was prepared to accept that system in 
Central Africa, but desired armexation in the case of 
South-West Africa and the Pacific territories, but in- 
sistence on this proved impossible. The essential aims of 
the Dominions were, however, secured by the formula- 
tion of a “C” class of mandates applicable to territories 
which, “owing to the sparseness of their population, 
or their small size, or their remoteness from centres of 
civihsation, or their geographical contiguity to the 
territory of the mandatory and other circumstances, 
can be best administered under the laws of the manda- 
tory as integral portions of its territory, subject to 
safeguards in the interests of the indigenous popula- 
tion”. The safeguards referred to are set out ia an 
earlier portion of Clause XXII. of the Covenant of the 
League of Nations, as “freedom of conscience and 
religion, subject only to the maintenance of pubhc 
order and morals, the prohibition of abuses, such as 
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Chapter the slave trade, the arms traffic, and the liquor traffic, 
and the prevention of the establishment of fortifica- 
tions, or mili tary and naval bases, and the military 
training of the natives for other than police purposes, 
and the defence of territory”. These are the con- 
ditions applicable to mandates of “B” type ruled to 
be applicable to the peoples of Central Africa, but in 
their case there is added the obligation to secure equal 
opportunities for the trade and commerce of other 
members of the League. This obligation^ might be 
deemed to be applicable as a means of safeguarding 
the natives from commercial exploitation in the 
interests of nationals of the mandatory state, but this 
interpretation has not so far been admitted by the 
Imperial or Dominion Governments, and it is certain 
that it was never contemplated to apply this rule to 
these cases, which comprise the Australian mandate 
for New Guinea, the New Zealand mandate for Samoa, 
the mandate for Nauru to the Grown, and that for 
South-West Africa to the Union, all approved for- 
mally by the League of Nations in December 1920. 
The mandates, though approved by the League, were 
allocated by the principal allied and associated 
powers in virtue of the cession to them uncondition- 
ally of the territories in question by Germany.® 

The terms of these mandates are essentially re- 
productions of the stipulations of the League Covenant. 
Bull power of administration and legislation, as an 
integral part of the territory of the mandatory, is 
conceded, and the right to apply the laws of the 
mandatory to the territory. The mandatory must 

1 Of. Keitli, Letters on, Impericd BdationSy 1916-1985, pp. 312, 313. 

^ See Keith, Joum, Oomp. Leg. iv. 71 
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promote to the utmost the material and moral well- 
being and the social progress of the inhabitants. The 
slave trade must be prohibited, and forced labour, 
unless for essential public works and services, and then 
only for adequate remuneration. The trafB.c in arms 
and ammunition must be regulated by the principles 
of the international convention of September 10, 1919, 
and the supply of intoxicating spirits and beverages 
to the natives must be prohibited. The natives may 
not be trained in arms save for local pohce and internal 
defence; no naval or mihtary base, or fortification is 
permitted. Freedom of worship and the free entry of 
missionaries are imperative. An annual report must 
be made to the Council of the League, whose consent is 
necessary for any change in the terms of the mandate 
and any dispute regarding the interpretation or ap- 
plication of the terms must be referred to the Per- 
manent Court of International Justice under the 
League Covenant. The annual report is a matter of 
importance; it is examined by the Mandates Com- 
mission of the League, an impartial body on which a 
majority of members are not nationals of mandatory 
States, which obtains explanations from a responsible 
officer of the mandatory, and the report of the Com- 
mission with any observations of that officer is sub- 
mitted to the League. The Assembly meeting of 1922 
was marked by the firm explanation by the repre- 
sentative of New Zealand that the Dominion was in 
no way subject to the orders of the Commission or of 
the League, and in 1926 the Domirdons protested 
against a proposed questionnaire. The position is, in- 
deed, perfectly clear; the Commission or the League 
have no power over the mandatory other than the 
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Chapter general rights in respect of international matters 
conferred in the Covenant generally. It is noteworthy 
that Japan ^as been ready to hold her mandated 
territory under the League despite her secession in 
March 1935. On the other hand, it is clearly the duty 
of each mandatory to make the conception of a man- 
date effective by frank discussion and consideration of 
all suggestions emanating from the Mandates Com- 
mission, a body of impartial critics. On these matters, 
of course, as on other League questions, direct com- 
munications proceed between the League and the 
Dominions. 

(1) 'Neu) Guinea is governed by the Commonwealth 
under the New Guinea Act, 1920, which creates New 
Guinea a territory of the Commonwealth, entrusts the 
administration to an Administrator, and, as amended 
in 1932, creates an Executive Council and a Legislative 
Council of eight official and seven unofficial nominated 
members. Legislation can be disallowed by the Gov- 
ernor-General. The Act also provides for the observance 
of the fundamental principles set out in the mandate, 
but goes further in absolutely forbidding compulsory 
labour under any conditions. Under the Act military 
administration ceased on May 9, 1921, when there 
came into operation ordinances substituting English 
law for German, applying various Commonwealth and 
Queensland Acts, and preserving the natives their land 
rights and their customs as regards cultivation, barter, 
hunting, and fishing. Tribal institutions, customs, and 
usages have also been preserved save where they con- 
flict with the general principles of humanity. The sup- 
ply of firearms, ammunition, liquor, and opium to 
natives is absolutely forbidden, and a system of law 
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courts has been created. One effect of the change of Chapter 
regime is important; the German Government made no 
objection to the entry of Japanese and other Asiatics, 
and accorded Japanese a privileged position almost 
equal to that of Europeans; Japan has, therefore, not 
unnaturally represented that the application of the 
immigration regime of the Commonwealth renders the 
position of her nationals inferior to what it was under 
the German regime. 

(2) In the case of 'New Zealand the power to legislate 
for Samoa is derived, not as in the case of the Common- 
we£|Jth^ from the constitution, which provides for legis- 
lation for territories placed under the authority of the 
Commonwealth, but from an Imperial Order in Council 
of 1920 ,^ under the Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 1890 . 
Originally the constitution was embodied in an Order 
in Council of the New Zealand Government, hut this 
was replaced by the Samoa Act, 1921 . The executive 
government is vested in an administrator acting under 
the Minister of External Affairs of the Dominion. Legis- 
lative power belongs without restriction to the Gov- 
ernor-General in Council, while a Legislative Council of 
from four to six officials, and two elected Europeans 
and two nominated Samoans, is established. The 
powers of the Administrator in Legislative Council are 
limited; no ordinance may affect the royal prerogative 
or title to land; impose customs, or export duties; estab- 
lish any body 'corporate; create any local authority 

^ There is some doubt as to the source of power, Cf. Jolly v. Mainha 
(1933), 49 C.L.B. 242, 274 ff. 

® Probably this was unnecessary: the mandate would have sufficed to 
give legislative authority. Cf. Tagaloa v. Inspector of Police, [1927]; 

N.Z.L.R, 883; Tamasese, In re, [1929] N.Z.L.R. 209; Nelson v. Braishy 
(No. 2), [1934] N.Z.L.B, 559. 
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Chapter wifcli rating or legislative authority; establish paper 
currency; or impose penalties over one year’s imprison- 
ment or £100 fine. English law is made applicable, sub- 
ject, however, to the retention of Samoan land and 
succession laws, and the giving of discretion as to the 
enforcement of contracts to which natives are parties. 
Land is classified as Crown, European, and native, the 
latter being vested in the Crown, but merely as trustee 
for the beneficial title owners under the native title, 
and subject to the customs and usages of the native 
race. Eestrictions are placed on the alienation of native 
land. Full provision is made for civil and criminal 
jurisdiction by a High Court with an appeal to the 
Supreme Court of New Zealand. All property rights of 
the German Government are vested in the King. Care- 
ful as the legislation is, there has been much feeling in 
the island, and a petition was presented to the King in 
1921 asking, in effect, that the Imperial Government 
should assume direct administrative control, a request 
which was necessarily refused. There has been much im- 
rest, due in part to agitation among half-castes, render- 
ing drastic legislation and deportation thereunder of 
offenders necessary. But the Mandates Commission has 
not disapproved. A serious difficulty arises from the 
necessity of employing indentured Chinese labour to 
maintain cultivation of the estates, established under 
the German Government. Umbrage at this action has 
been taken in labour circles in New Zealand, and the 
policy is not popular even with the Government, which 
has adopted it merely /awte de mieux. The moral diffi- 
culties involved are reflected in the inclusion, through 
the insistence of the Legislative Coimcil, in the Samoa 
Act, 1921, of a section forbidding marriages between 
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Samoans and Chinese. The position of the Chinaman is Chapter 
not enviable, since he is forbidden to settle, and his 
employment accordingly presents in a minor degree the 
objections which led to the termination of Chinese 
labour in the South African mines. TheFaipule, leading 
chiefs, representing every district, appointed by the 
Administrator, meet twice annually, and draft native 
orders for submission to the Government. 

(3) In the Union legislation for South-West Africa has 
been passed, not as in the Commonwealth under the 
constitution power to deal with territories, nor under 
Imperial authority, as in New Zealand, but under the 
general power to legislate for the peace, order, and good 
government of the Union given in the South Africa 
Act, 1909.' The vahdity of the exercise of this power 
might, before the Statute of Westminister, 1931, per- 
haps have been questioned on the score that it is extra- 
territorial legislation, but it may be defended on the 
ground that the mandate by inference confers the 
power to legislate. The government of the territory 
was rendered more than usually difficult through the 
existence of a large German population, beside the 
much reduced native races. It was possible under the 
Treaty of Peace to deport them, but it was preferred 
to encourage them to accept Union rule. Civil adminis- 
tration was introduced on December 31, 1920, in heu 
of military law. By a proclamation of 1919, Eoman 
Dutch law, civil and criminal, as existing in the Union 
in the Cape Province on January 1, 1920, was intro- 
duced into the territory, and an elaborate judicial 
system established; the magistrates in the districts act 
also as administrative officers in charge of native affairs. 

Land set aside for reserves for natives may not be 
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Chapter alienated from them, save with, the assent of the Union 
Parhament. A number of reserves have been marked 
out, in which the tribal chief, or an elected or appointed 
headman, is responsible to the magistrate for law and 
order, and receives a small salary; these reserves are to 
serve as the means of securing a contented and settled 
population and a recruiting-ground for labour. The 
labour laws are decidedly drastic; in areas open to 
European settlement every native, not infirm or aged, 
must be in employment unless he has visible means of 
support, and a rigid pass law is enforced. Methods of 
enforcing obedience by use of air power evoked C9m- 
plaints at the League Assembly in 1922 and the enquiry 
then made elicited proof of grave errors of administra- 
tion. There is also the fundamental difficulty that the 
Union makes the welfare of Europeans paramount to 
the sacred trust of civilising the natives under mandate. 

The political development of the territory is of in- 
terest. In the early days of its government power was 
vested by statute in the Governor-General, who by 
proclamation No. 1 of 1921 delegated authority to the 
Administrator. By Act No. 42 of 1925^ a generous 
measure of authority was given to the local government. 
Administration is on the model of the provincial system 
entrusted to the Executive Committee, consisting of 
the A dminis trator, and four members elected by pro- 
portional representation by the Legislative Assembly. 
This body carries on the admioistratioii of all matters 
within the legislative power of the Assembly. In dealing 
with other matters not within its sphere, and in regard 
to the exercise of his assent to or reservation of Bills, 
the Administrator is aided by an Advisory Committee 

^ Amended by No. 38 of 193L 
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composed of the Executive Committee and three Chapter 
nominated members. The Assembly is composed of 
four nom i nated members and twelve elected by adult 
male European sufirage, and its normal tenure is five 
years. Its powers are restricted in certain matters in 
order to secure due regard to the terms of the mandate. 

The prior consent of the Governor-General is requisite 
for any legislation on native affairs, mines, railways, 
and harbours, the public service, courts of justice, 
posts, telegraphs and telephones, military organisation, 
defence force movements, immigration, customs and 
excise, currency and banking. Control of police, edu- 
cation, civil aviation, land or agricultural banks and 
lands, is subject to special authorisation by the Gov- 
ernor-General. Any ordinance may be referred back, or 
reserved by the Administrator, and even if assented to 
may be disallowed by the Governor-General. 

There is a Territory Eevenue Eund which can be 
appropriated only by ordinance, and expended under 
warrant of the Administrator. But the latter has de- 
fined powers of acting pending appropriation, and the 
Governor-General has authority to approve expendi- 
ture which the Assembly declines to authorise, and to 
enact taxation which the Assembly rejects. Moreover, 
the Governor-General retains the full powers of exer- 
cising or delegating administrative and legislative 
authority, and proclamations by him are superior in 
authority to any proclamation by the Administrator 
under delegated power or ordinance of the legislature. 

The Governor-General alone can remit death sentences. 

This constitution followed on the assent obtained by 
General Smuts from the German Government for the 
naturalisation en bhc of all Germans who did not 

2m 
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Chapter Specifically reject sucli naturalisation.^ As a result, tlie 
G-erman population lias exercised considerable author- 
ity, and lately has endeavoured to secure the placing of 
German on a footing of absolute equality with English 
and Dutch, including Afrikaans, as an official language. 
In 1934-5, however, this movement suffered a set-back, 
the Nazi organisation being dissolved by the Govern- 
ment on the ground that its aims were incompatible 
with the estabhshed status of the territory, and the 
general election returned a majority which applied for 
inclusion in the Union as a fifth province. Difficulties 
have, however, arisen regarding the suggestion, baged 
on the fact that the financial position of the area is 
embarrassed and acceptance as a fifth province may 
raise a question with the League of Nations. At the 
instance of the Mandates Commission the issue of 
sovereignty over the territory has been discussed on 
several occasions between the Union Government and 
the Commission. The Union Supreme Court has held 
that the position of the Union in the territory is such 
that a native by resisting its authority may be guilty 
of treason,* and the Union in one or two official docu- 
ments used the term sovereignty as describing its posi- 
tion in regard to the territory. It is clear that no great 
matter of substance was involved, and the Union grace- 
fully conceded the point of form by an amendment of 
its railway legislation to negative an apparent claim 
of full dominion over the area. It is clear that, if there 
were to be any idea of returning the territory in whole 
or part to Germany, incorporation as a province would 
be undesirable, but it may be doubted if the official 

^ Act No. 30 of 1924; 3261 out of 3489 accepted naturalisation. 

* R. T. Christian, [1924] S. Air. A.D. 101. 
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sympatliy with the restoration of German territory Ckapter 
expressed in 1935 hy Mr Pirow refers to South-West 
Africa or is not rather an expression of the willingness 
of the Union to see the British Government surrender 
Tanganyika^ Yet it must be remembered that it was 
the use made of that area as a means of training 
African troops for war that rendered General Smuts 
deter m ined in 1919 to see carried out the expulsion of 
Germany from African territories. 

Legally the incorporation of the Union as a fifth 
province of the area appears consistent with the man- 
date, which permits administration as an integral part 
of Union territory; but that view might not com- 
mend itself to the League of Nations, especially so 
long as Germany was a member of the League. Much, 
however, depends on the strength of the demand of 
Germany, raised again officially in March 1935, for the 
restoration of some at least of her oversea territories, 
which are desired, according to Dr Schacht, as sources 
of raw material, without which Germany cannot long 
hope to be able to maintain payments to her creditors, 
public and private, and by Herr Hitler as a condition 
of return of Germany to co-operation with the League. 

(4) Nauru, an island 8| square miles in area, rich in 
phosphate, presents pecuhar features. Under agree- 
ment between His Majesty’s Government in London, 
and the Governments of the Commonwealth and 
New Zealand, °administrative, legislative, and judicial 
authority are vested in an Administrator; the first 

1 Keith, Letters on Imperial Belations, 1916-1935, pp. 76, 331, 346. 

On April 9 it was announced that the British Government would not 
surrender any mandate*; on June 13 at Geneva the Union Government 
pledged itself not to incorporate the territory without consultation with 
the League. 
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Chapter holder of the office was appointed for five years by the 
Commonwealth Government, and the present Ad- 
ministrator is an officer of the New Zealand navy. The 
Administrator may establish ordinances for peace, 
order, and good government, subject to disallowance 
by the appointing Government, set up courts and 
magistrates, and maintain a poHce force. The native 
population is about 1500 in number, while 165 Euro- 
peans with 1000 Chinese are engaged in Government 
work and the extraction of phosphate. The legal basis 
of the arrangement is the Nauru Island Agreement 
Act, 1920, of the Imperial Parliament, and legislation 
to the same effect by the Commonwealth and New 
Zealand, which remove any possible doubt as to the 
powers of the Administrator. At the same time the 
three Governments purchased the rights, derived from 
a German company, of the Pacific Phosphate Com- 
pany in the guano deposits, and their exploitation is 
conducted on their behalf by a Board of three Com- 
missioners, whose duty is to dispose of the product for 
agricultural purposes in the three countries, in the 
proportions of 42 per cent for the United Kingdom and 
Austraha, and 16 per cent for New Zealand, this repre- 
senting the proportions in which the £3,500,000 pur- 
chase money was paid. The arrangement has been 
the source of misunderstanding in the League Man- 
dates Commission and elsewhere, on the score that a 
monopoly was thus being created against the spirit 
of the League Covenant; but it is clear that the com- 
mercial side of the matter is purely one of the acquisi- 
tion by the Governments of an existing valid monopoly, 
though it remains dubious whether the Governments 
should have deliberately placed themselves in a posi- 
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tion in which their commercial interests may run Chapter 
counter to the effective care of the natives which is 
imposed on them by the mandate. The Administrator, 
however, is solely responsible for the moral and general 
welfare, labour conditions, and health of the inhabit- 
ants. The Governments are under an obligation in no 
wise to interfere in the activities of the Commissioners, 
an arrangement which may be productive of difficulty, 
if these operations ever come to run clearly counter to 
native needs. 

(5) In Central Africa portions of the German terri- 
tories of the Kamerun (Cameroons) and Togoland have 
been acquired rmder mandate by the United Eangdom, 
and arrangements have been made for their administra- 
tion in connection with the adjacent territories in the 
Gold Coast and Nigeria, while the much more important 
acquisition of German East Africa, less portions 
handed over to Belgium under mandate, has been 
erected into the Tanganyika Territory, provision for 
whose administration is made by Order in Council of 
July 22, 1920, under the Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 

1890, or the prerogative. The administration is en- 
trusted to a Governor, with an Executive Council of 
the usual colonial type; legislative power by Order in 
Council of March 19, 1926, is vested in the Governor 
and a Legislative Council of thirteen officials and not 
more than ten nominated unofficial members; in 
legislating, it-^is required to respect native laws and 
customs, save where opposed to justice or morahty, 
and may not alter any Order in Council without 
previous approval. A High Court with fuU jurisdiction 
is estabhshed in both civil and criminal matter, and 
the Indian Civil Procedure, Criminal Procedure, and 
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Chapter Penal Codes are introduced, together with the English 
common law, doctrines of equity, and statutes of 
general application so far as the circumstances of the 
territory permit. In all cases to which natives are 
parties the court is to he guided by native law so far 
as it is apphcable, and is not repugnant to law and 
justice or any enactment, and to decide according to 
substantial justice without undue regard to technical- 
ities or delay. Appeal hes to the Court of Appeal for 
Eastern Africa. 


2. The Mandates for Palestine, Trans- Jordan, 
and formerly for Iraq 

The mandates for Palestine, Trans- Jordan, and Iraq 
fall under the provisions of Clause XXII. of the League 
of Nations Covenant, which contemplates, in the case 
of mandates for portions of the Turkish Empire, the 
rendering of administrative advice and assistance to 
peoples not yet able to stand by themselves. The cases, 
however, have been treated very differently, for the 
British G-overnment had pledged itself in 1917 to the 
estabhshment of a national home for the Jewish people, 
and this pledge was homologated by the other allied 
powers, and, therefore, has attained recognition in the 
mandate ^ for Palestine finally settled in 1922 by the 
approval of the League of Nations, after due arrange- 
ments had been made with the United States to secure 
the interests of American citizens, despite the failure 
of the United States to join the League. In the case of 
Iraq, on the other hand, the Imperial Government, 

1 Pari. Paj>. Cmd. 1785. For Arab objections see Cmd. 1700, and for 
Clxttroli questions, Cmd. 1708. 
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after an apparent inclination to treat the territoiy as Chapter 
a colonial mandate, definitely abandoned the concep- 
tion and adopted the scheme of an alliance, as a step 
towards independence. 

(a) Palestine 

The Palestine mandate of July 24, 1922, imposes the 
duties of securing such pohtical administrative and 
economic conditions as will assure the establishment 
of a Jewish national home, the development of self- 
governing institutions, including self-government for 
locahties, and the safeguarding of the civil and re- 
hgious rights of all inhabitants of the territory. The 
Zionist organisation is recognised as an agency to co- 
operate with the administration in securing Jewish 
interests, and a policy of immigration of Jews is en- 
joined, but so as not to prejudice the rights and position 
of other sections of the population. A nationality law 
to favour Jews who immigrate becoming citizens has 
been passed. All privileges of foreigners, including 
rights of jurisdiction under the capitulations, are abro- 
gated, the mandatory being required to secure the 
estabhshment of a judicial system which will safeguard 
the rights of foreigners and rights of religious denom- 
inations, especially as regards trust ad mi nistration. 

The mandatory is required to secure the preservation 
of existing rights regarding the holy places of Palestine, 
to secure through a Commission appointed by the 
League Council the handing over of holy places to the 
permanent care of suitable custodians, and to provide 
freedom of conscience and the exercise of rehgion; no 
person may be penahsed because of race, language, or 
religion, or forbidden to enter on religious grounds. 
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Chapter Missionary enterprise is only to be subject to considera- 
tions of public order and good government. Military 
forces can only be organised on a voluntary basis for 
tbe preservation of peace and defence. No discrimina- 
tion between nationals of the League States is permis- 
sible in any matter of commerce, taxation, navigation, 
or exercise of professions, or the export or import of 
goods, but special customs arrangements may be made 
with any State formerly part of Asiatic Turkey or 
Arabia. The mandatory is bound to inaugurate a land 
system to promote closer settlement and intensive cul- 
tivation. All foreign relations are in the hands of the 
mandatory whose extradition treaties are to apply. 
English, Hebrew, and Arabic are official languages. An 
aimual report to the League is required; any dispute 
must be submitted for arbitration to the Court of Inter- 
national Justice, and the mandate may not be altered 
without the assent of the Council of the League, which, 
even on a proposal by the mandatory, may not, it 
seems, act by a majority. 

The constitution of 1922, provided by Order in 
Council of August 10, 1922, establishes the control of 
the administration in a High Commissioner, aided by 
an Executive Coxmcil, who is given full powers over 
the public lands and over mines, subject to valid con- 
cessions. Eor legislation a Council was provided con- 
sisting of ten official and twelve unofficial members, in 
addition to the High Commissioner, with a duration 
of three years.^ The elected members were to be selected 
by an electorate, consisting of all male Palestinian 

^ The first elections were rendered inTalid by the abstention of the 
Arab voters, as a protest against the denial of self-determination, and 
accordingly, in June 1923, they were cancelled, and a nominee advisory 
Council appointed ad interim pending effective elections, but the Muham- 
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citizens over twenty-five years of age, throngli a system Chapter 
of primary elections, by wMcb in suitable voting dis- 
tricts secondary electors at the rate of one for 200 
electors were to be selected. The electors were to be 
divided into twelve colleges, each rehgious denomina- 
tion being assigned a number of these in proportion to 
its number of secondary electors, and these colleges 
were to elect the members. No ordinance might vary 
the terms of the mandate or restrict complete freedom 
of religion, or discriminate on grounds of religion, race, 
or language, and ordinances might be refused assent 
by the High Commissioner, or reserved, and, even if 
assented to, might be disallowed by the Crown; any 
ordinance affecting any matter dealt with in the man- 
date must be reserved. In addition to an elaborate 
series of civil ^ and criminal courts, there are estab- 
lished Moslem, Jewish, and Christian (Latin and Ortho- 
dox) religious courts, which deal with matters of status 
of Moslems, Jews, and Christians, and with religious 
endowments. On immigration questions the High Com- 


madan and Christian members declined to act if their action was to be 
regarded as homologating the constitution. Viscount Grey (House of 
Lords, June 27, 1923) suggested a modification of the policy of the 
Government in favour of respecting the civil rights of the Arabs, while 
affording facilities for the establishment of a Jewish University and of 
a home of Jewish culture. In October 1923, an offer was made to the 
Arabs to create an Arab Agency with ftmctions parallel to the Jewish 
Agency under the mandate, but this proposal was rejected by the Arabs. 
The territory is thus reduced to Crown Colony government, which cannot 
be permanent, but* up to 1935 no change has been possible. The High 
Co mmis sioner alone legislates with an advisory Council of Ofi&cials. 

^ The civil law is the Ottoman law in force on ISTovember 1, 1914:, 
subsequent statutory law, and English law, so far as applicable. Special 
provisions secure foreigners, except in petty offences, the right of trial by 
a British magistrate or a court containing a majority of British judges; 
in the Court of Appeal he can claim such a majority and in matters of 
personal status that the question be heard by the British President. 
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Chapter roissioner was to consult witii. a committee containing 
not less than half the tmofhcial members of the legis- 
lature, and, in the event of disagreement, a report must 
be made to the Secretary of State, whose views would 
be final. 

The influx of large numbers of Jews was bound to 
have a serious effect on the economic conditions of the 
Arabs, and resulted in grave rioting, which ehcited from 
the British Government the appointment of a strong 
British pohce force and enquiries into the possibility 
of so controlling immigration as to allow of the pre- 
servation of Arab land interests.^ As the result of these 
enquiries, efforts were made to, safeguard the Arabs 
from beingreducedtothe position of landless labourers, 
but the anti-Semitic campaign in Germany rendered it 
desirable to relax restrictions, and certain elements 
both in Palestine and outside have put forward the 
claim for Jewish domination in Palestine, even at the 
cost of expelling the Arabs. The British Government, 
however, has repeatedly asserted that it intends to 
honour its obligations to the Arabs, though it has failed 
to convince the latter of its sincerity. Since 1927 the 
Jews have been recognised as a community, rehgious, 
cultural, and communal, with power to levy rates on 
its members and to manage its internal affairs through 
a Chief Rabbinate, an Elected Assembly, and a General 
Council elected by the Assembly, which represents the 
community in its dealings with the Government. A 
number of Jews, however, have exercised the option 
to renoain out of the community. The Moslems have no 
corresponding body of equal importance. The Supreme 

^ 'Bmtl. Omd. 3560; Sir Jolm Hope Simpson’s report, Cmd* 3686, 

3687. 



THE MANTA TED TERRITORIES 


539 


Moslem Council, composed of a President and four Chapter 
members elected by secondary electors, is concerned 
witb the management of charitable endowments, 
controls officers connected therewith, nominates the 
officers of the religious courts, maintains an orphan- 
age, and undertakes tree-planting and repair of sacred 
edifices. 

Certain legal issues of importance have been decided 
by the Privy Council. It has declared the validity of 
the Order in Council providing for appeals from the 
Supreme Court, and it had laid down the principle that 
it hes primarily with the executive government to 
determine what actions are within the terms of the 
mandate, and that it is not normally possible for a 
court to control that discretion.^ An international issue 
of importance has also arisen out of the Mavromattis 
claim against the Palestine Government, for the Per- 
manent Court of International Justice has naturally 
ruled that the Greek Government is entitled to take 
up a complaint of a national that the administration 
had deprived him of the benefit of a contract binding 
on the Turkish administration. 

(6) Traus-Jordau 

In the area of Palestine over the Jordan the British 
Government felt free from the obhgations uadertaken 
regarding a home for the Jewish people, and in Sep- 
tember 1922 this fact was duly notified to the League 
of Nations, while assurances were given that the other 
terms of the mandate for Palestine would be given 
effect to in the territory. The present position is regu- 

1 Jerusalem and Jaffa District Governor t. Suleiman Murra, [1926] 

A.C. 321. 



540 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


Chapter lated by agreement of February 20, 1928, with the 
Emir, under which the British Government is given 
assurances of the due execution of its mandatory lia- 
bilities. The agreement was duly accepted by the Legis- 
lative Council of six official and sixteen elected mem- 
bers created by the Emir Abdullah ibn Hussain, brother 
of King Faisal, and the Crown is represented in the 
territory by a British Eesident with a small British 
staff, including financial and judicial advisers. For 
maintaining order since 1926 there has been created 
a Trans- Jordan Frontier Force, which acts for Pales- 
tine and Trans- Jordan, while civil police work in the 
latter is entrusted to the Arab Legion under British 
commanders. Supervision over the British Eesident 
rests with the High Commissioner for Trans- Jordan, 
who is the High Commissioner for Palestine. 

The legal system is based on the Ottoman Code, and 
the official language is Arabic. 

(c) Iraq 

The Mesopotamian mandate was originally pre- 
sented to the League in a form implying the duty of 
the mandatory to prepare a constitution for the terri- 
tory, and included much the same general provisions 
as in the case of Palestine but without the complica- 
tions involved in the idea of a Jewish national home, 
and the issue of the holy places, with which the man- 
datory was to have no concern. But this proved to 
ignore the strength of local feeling, and the unwilling- 
ness of the British taxpayer to continue incurring the 
, heavy expense which proved necessary in order to 
keep the people of Iraq under control, although free 
use of aeroplanes in lieu of troops reduced the cost 
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considerably. An alliance,^ therefore, was decided on Chapter 
and signed on October 10, 1922, while contempor- 
aneously an assurance was given to the King that 
every effort would be made to determine the bound- 
aries of the country in order that successful apphca- 
tion might be made to the League of Nations for the 
admission of Iraq to membership, and the mandate 
thus brought to a close. Under the alliance, advice 
and assistance were to be afforded to the King, with- 
out impairing national sovereignty. A constitution 
was to be provided by the King and the Constituent 
Assembly, which must secure freedom of conscience 
and worship, forbid discrimination on the score of 
race, religion, or language, and secure to each com- 
munity the right of educating its members in their own 
speech. The King must accept the advice of the High 
Commissioner for the duration of the treaty on all 
important matters affecting the international and 
financial obligations and interests of the British 
Crown, and must ensure the stabihty and good organ- 
isation of the finances of the Iraq Govermnent, so long 
as that Govermnent was under financial obligations 
to the British Government. Military aid to the Iraq 
Government was provided for by a separate agree- 
ment. The King might be represented diplomatically 
at London and elsewhere by agreement; in other 
places the British Government looked after Iraq 
interests. Foreign powers represented in Iraq under 
exequaturs from the King, but after agreement to 
their appointment by the British Government. No 
territory might be ceded or leased to any foreign, 
power. The judicial system must respect the interests 
^ Farl, Pdp* Cmd. 1757. 
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Chapter of foreigners, and be communicated to tbe Council of 
tbe League. But by a subsequent arrangement tbe 
effect of tbe treaty was limited to a maximum of four 
years, after tbe ratification of peace with Turkey, tbe 
intention being that it should terminate earlier on 
tbe admission of Iraq to tbe League, provision being 
made simultaneously for new treaty relations. 

Tbe Treaty of 1922 as modified in 1923 was ac- 
cepted by tbe Constituent Assembly convened by 
King Faisal, but tbe situation was altered by tbe 
question of Mosul, for tbe League Council, in award- 
ing tbe disputed area to Iraq, stipulated for tbe 
extension of tbe British mandate.^ A new Treaty of 
January 13, 1926, accordingly provided for such ex- 
tension, and tbe boundary was fixed with Turkisb 
agreement in June. A farther Treaty of 1927® was 
unacceptable to Iraq, and in 1929 it was allowed to 
lapse, and a promise given to support an application 
by Iraq for membership of tbe League in 1932. In 
1930 a treaty was arranged to come into force when 
Iraq was admitted to tbe League, and to regulate for 
twenty-five years on a footing of equal albance tbe 
relations between tbe two countries.® This arrange- 
ment took effect when Iraq was admitted to tbe 
League in 1932. Under it Iraq is bound to consult with 
tbe British Government on issues of foreign policy, 
and to afford facilities for tbe maintenance of British 
air bases in her territory; moreover, in accordance with 
tbe British declaration in 1928 in respect of tbe Paris 
Treaty for tbe Renunciation of War, tbe defence of 

1 Pari. Pap. Cmd. 2562, 2663, 2624. 

* Ihid. Cmd. 2998, 3440. 

» Ihid. Cmd. 3627, 3676, 3797, 3933. 
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Iraq is deemed by tbe British Government a part of chapter 
defence of British interests of a vital kind, as in the 
case of Egypt. Iraq is also bound to maintain such a 
judicial system as shall secure equal justice to aU 
foreigners. She is under pledge to the League to 
afiord security for minorities, but this pledge was 
signally violated by massacres of Assyrians in 1933, 
and projects for saving this unfortunate minority, 
which unluckily rendered services to the British 
Government in the war on the strength of assurances 
of protection, failed in 1934-6 to reach any useful 

result. 

•% 



CHAPTER XI 


BEITISH INDIA, THE INDIAN STATES, AND BURMA 

1. The Origin of the Constitution of 1919 

Ci^pter The acquisition of dominion over vast areas of India 
— 1 by tbe East India Company was efiected under the 
authority of, and on behalf of, the British Crown, jind 
Parliament, by a long series of Acts, from 1773 on- 
wards, regulated the administration of the Grovern- 
ment, and eventually reduced the company to a mere 
governmental agency, defended by Macaulay in 1833, 
when the renewal of the charter was under discussion, 
on the score that it was more convenient and effective 
than direct rule with the embarrassing patronage 
which it would throw into the hands of the Govern- 
ment. The Sepoy rebellion in 1857-8 deprived the 
maintenance of the form of Company administration 
of all validity; the Emperor accused of complicity in 
the revolt was deposed, his nominal authority passing 
to the Crown; and the Crown assumed full control 
under the Act of 1858, adopting the style of Empress 
of India under an Act of 1876. The control which the 
Company acquired over India was based in part on 
mere conquest, but in large measure under treaty and 
grants from the nominal Emperor at Delhi, and 
naturally enough the power which it acquired it 
exercised with Parliamentary sanction in the despotic 
fashion of the sovereigns whom it succeeded or re- 
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presented. Centralisation of authority was also aimed Chapter 
at; in 1833 the sole legislative power in India was 
vested in the Grovernor-GeneraFs Council to the super- 
session of the power formerly exercised in Bombay 
and Madras.^ In 1853 the Council was extended for 
legislative purposes® to the number of twelve, but it 
made the fatal error, in governmental eyes, of treating 
itself like a Parliament, and criticising the sacred 
mysteries of executive power, and in 1861 it was 
severely reduced to purely legislative functions, while 
similar restricted authority was restored to Madras 
and Bombay, but under strict control by the central 
Government.® Bengal was also given a Legislative 
Council distinct from that of the Governor-General in 
1862, the North-Western Provinces and Oudh (now 
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh) in 1886, and in 
1892 a real step in advance was taken by increasing 
the size of the legislatures and introducing indirectly 
the principle of election for some members of these 
bodies. Moreover, the power to ask questions and 
discuss but not vote on the budget was granted, and 
resolutions might be moved.* The Punjab obtained a 
Council in 1897, and in 1905 Bengal was partitioned 
into the Lieutenant-Governorships of Bengal, and 
Eastern Bengal and Assam. In 1909 Lord Morley’s 
reform schemes largely increased the size of the legis- 
latures, introduced openly election by selected bodies 
such as Chambers of Commerce, gave non-official 
majorities on the provincial councils, and even an 
elective majority in Bengal, and extended very con- 
siderably the deliberative and financial authority of 

1 3 & 4 Will. IV. 0 . 85. * 16 & 17 Viot. c. 95. 

» 24 & 26 Viet. 0 . 67. * 66 & 66 Viot. o. 14. 

2n 
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Chapter the Councils.^ The reforms of 1911 made Delhi again 
the capital of India, reconstituted Bengal as a single 
area of Bengali speech, created the new province of 
Bihar, Chota Nagpur, and Orissa, and made Assam 
a Chief Commissionership. Bengal was further given 
the status of a Presidency under a Governor like 
Bombay and Madras, and in 1912 Assam, and in 1913 
the Central Provinces, received Councils. Burma 
politically isolated, had already received a Council in 
1897. 

The apparatus of Councils, however, was not in- 
tended to do more than aid the executive in suit- 
able legislation; the power of the executive, even in 
the provinces where the legislatures had non-official 
majorities, could always in the long run be made 
effective by the paramount authority of the central 
Government, the legislature of which contained an 
official majority even under Lord Morley’s reforms, 
and Lord Morley deprecated any interpretation of 
his reforms as introducing Parliamentary institutions 
into India. The events of the war served to make 
pubhc opinion in Britain realise how narrow was a 
conception that India could develop on any lines save 
those of responsible government. The Home Kule 
League was formally established in Madras in Sep- 
tember 1916; a month later nineteen members of the 
Indian Legislative Council adumbrated reforms, while 
in December the Indian National Congress, and the 
Muslim League, in meetings at Lucknow, came to a 
momentous decision to ignore the bitterness of cen- 
turies of strife, and to co-operate for self-government. 
On August 20, 1917, recognition of India’s services, 

1 9 Edw. YK. 0. 4. 
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wMcli had already been signalised by her representa- Chapter 
tion at the Imperial War Conference and Cabinet, ^ 
was formally accorded by Mr Montagu’s statement 
that the policy of His Majesty’s Government was that 
of “the increasing association of Indians in every 
branch of the administration and the gradual develop- 
ment of self-governing institutions, with a view to the 
progressive realisation of responsible government in 
India as an integral ’part of the British Empire”. Mr 
Montagu visited India in the autumn, and reported^ 
with Lord Chelmsford, the Viceroy, on April 22, 1918, 
and at the close of 1919, after most elaborate examiaa- 
tion by Committees and Parliament, the Act reform- 
ing the constitution of India became law. It was 
essentially a transition measure, meant to pave the 
way to the full responsible government which alone 
Indian opinion can be expected to accept. Its numer- 
ous defects from any logical point of view are ex- 
plained by this fact, and need not be emphasised. It 
was in large measure a rigid constitution, because, as 
asserted in the preamble. Parliament was determined 
to keep the question of the rate of constitutional 
advance in its own hands. 


2. The Mmtagu-Chdmsford Reforms 

The essence of the system of Indian government® 
before the reforms was the complete authority of 
the central Government in executive and legislative 
matters as a necessary complement to its responsi- 
bility to the Secretary of State. The new system aimed 
at the gradual introduction of responsibihty to the 
1 ParL Pajp. Cd. 9109. ^ Government of India Act, 1919. 
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Chapter people, and for that reason it was necessary to provide 
^ a sphere of action in which the central Government 
would not normally interfere. It was therefore decided 
to draw a distinction between central and provincial 
subjects, and to endeavour in the sphere of the latter 
to introduce a measure of responsible government. 
Provincial subjects, therefore, were classified as trans- 
ferred, and reserved, and in the former category were 
placed those topics of special social and economic im- 
portance, while in the latter were ranked those matters 
essentially connected with the maintenance of law and 
order and the preservation of financial stabihty. Thus 
local government, education, sanitation, public health, 
hospitals, asylums, public works, development of 
industries, agriculture, veterinary questions, and co- 
operative societies were transferred matters, while 
reserved topics iacluded land, irrigation, famine re- 
lief, administration of justice, police, prisons, factory 
inspection, and labour matters in general. 

In finance also a distinction was drawn; the centre 
received income tax, railway receipts, posts and tele- 
graphs, customs, salt tax, and the tax on export of 
opium, while the provinces had excise, land revenue, 
irrigation and forests, and stamp duties and registra- 
tion fees. They were assured of a share of increases in 
income tax, but were bound to pay contributions to 
the centre, until relieved of these by growth of central 
receipts. 

In transferred matters the Governor acted with the 
advice of ministers responsible to the legislature, of 
which they must be, or become, members within six 
months. He could, however, disregard their advice if 
he considered that it unfairly affected the interests 
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of race, religion, education, social conditions, wealth, Chapter 
or other circumstances, and, if he could not find 
ministers to accept his ruling, he could assume charge 
of the subject. Moreover, he could sanction any ex- 
penditure necessary for any department or for the 
peace and tranquility of the province, but he could not 
legislate on a transferred subject over the head of the 
legislature. Such legislation, however, could he passed 
by the Governor-Gleneral or the central legislature in 
case of need. In reserved matters he acted with his 
Executive Council usually equally composed of British 
and Indian members, and had full power to pass 
legislation and appropriate funds even over the head 
of the legislature. He decided the proportion of funds 
to be allocated as between transferred and reserved 
subjects, and financial correctness was ensured by the 
control in each province by an Executive Councillor of 
the Finance Department which scrutinised all pro- 
posals of ministers for expenditure, taxation and 
borrowing. A further control was exercised by the 
rule that alterations in conditions afiecting officers 
appointed by the Secretary of State required his ap- 
proval, and the Governor was responsible for securing 
due regard to the rights of such officers. 

The legislatures were largely increased in number, 
and the franchise was widened. Bengal was given 139 
members, and Assam, the smallest legislature, had 
53; not more than 20 per cent could be nominated, and 
at least 70 per cent must be elected. Nomination was 
used to provide a considerable official bloc, and . to 
secure spokesmen of the depressed classes, Anglo- 
Indians, and Indian Christians. It was necessary to 
provide constituencies separately for Hindus, Muham- 
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Chapter madans, Sikhs, Europeans, Anglo-Indians, landholders, 
industrial interests, and Universities. It was laid down 
that taxation could be raised only by Act, and that 
rates of land revenue would be treated in future as 
subject to enactment. Appropriations were to be made 
in the form of votes granted by the legislature, but 
there were excepted ecclesiastical, political, and de- 
fence expenditure, interest on loans, salaries and 
pensions of of&cers appointed by the Secretary of 
State, and provincial contributions. A Public Accounts 
Committee was allowed to review the expenditure and 
report to the legislature. 

Control over the provincial government in trans- 
ferred matters was reserved to the central Government 
mainly for the purpose of safeguarding central sub- 
jects, while the Secretary of State had wider powers, 
including the right to intervene in regard to matters 
affecting the relations of India and other parts of the 
Empire or foreign countries. 

In practice the system worked imperfectly.^ The 
basis of effective responsible government is :^ancial 
responsibility and reliance for support by ministers on 
effective party organisations. In India, responsibility 
of any kind was blurred by the duplication of gov- 
ernmental authority; it was impossible — and some 
Governors did not even try — ^to separate the aspects of 
Government and to make ministers definitely respon- 
sible in their spheres. Finance was •■difficult, and 
ministers could not perform nation-building without 
imposing unpopular taxation, for much of the revenue 
had to go in supporting law or order and in meeting 

1 Report of the Statutory Commission under Sir J. Simon (Cmd. 
3568 , 3669 ). 
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the costs of the central Government in respect of CJiapter 

X ‘Y" T 

defence. The official bloc of experienced officers had l 

so much weight in the legislature that ministers 
tended to secure its support by adopting hnes of 
policy satisfactory to the Executive Council. In a few 
cases, at times, as in Bengal and the Central Provinces, 
where the poHcy of the Indian National Congress to 
refuse co-operation was adopted, ministers could not 
be appointed, and the administration had to * be 
assumed by the Governor. 

In the central Government responsibility was left 
entirely with the Governor-General in Council, which 
by custom has six members, three Indian. But the 
legislature was made bicameral and enlarged. Of the 
60 members of the Council of State with a duration 
of five years, 34 were made elective; of the 145 of the 
Assembly with a duration of three years, 102. The 
powers of the legislature were assigned equally between 
the Houses, except that financial initiative was left to 
the Assembly, but the Council early claimed the right 
to discuss the budget and amend the Einance Bill; dif- 
ferences of this sort could be dealt with in joint session 
convened after six months. Previous sanction by the 
Governor-General was rendered requisite for any mea- 
sure affecting revenue or expenditure, religion, military , 
naval, or air forces, external relations, provincial sub- 
jects, or any Act or ordinance passed by the Governor- 
General. His> power to legislate was given in two 
forms; if any Act which he deems necessary is not 
passed, he can certify and send down a draft which is 
deemed law if accepted by either House or even if re- 
jected by both. He can legislate by ordinance, with 
effect for six months, but with the right of renewal. 
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Chapter Such ordinances have been freely used to combat re- 
volutionary propaganda, and their justification is 
shown by the fact that later they have been embodied 
in Acts passed both by the central legislature and by 
certain provinces. He can also restore any financial 
grants which the legislature refuses to vote or reduces. 
These exceptional powers have been sparingly used; 
thus in 1922 it was necessary to legislate to protect 
Indian States from press attacks, and in 1935 the 
Governor-General had to certify the Finance Bill, as 
the Assembly had reduced the appropriations by 
£3,750,000. 

A most important concession was made in permitting 
the legislature when in accord with the Government of 
India to determine fiscal pohcy.^ The result of that fiscal 
convention was to permit the introduction and rapid 
development of a system of protection for Indian in- 
dustry^mYolving great losses to Manchester exporters. 
It is probable also that the interests of Indian con- 
sumers have been overlooked, for the legislature repre- 
sents necessarily a mere fraction of the people and the 
great mass of the workers, agricultural and industrial, 
are whoUy unrepresented therein. In other matters also 
governmental co-operation has been marked, especially 
as regards the position of Indians overseas, where the 
Government has stressed without cessation Indian 
claims as against the British Government and the 
Dominions alike. 

Inevitably the franchise for the, central legislature 
has. been, high and the constituencies communal, as in 
the provinces. As in their case it has been utterly im- 
possible to develop any close contact between members 

1 Of, Joint Comiiaitt^o pn Oojf^stitntional Reform Report, i, 204f 
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and constituents. The aim of the authors of the reforms Chapter 
to stir India into political life has been signally falsi- 
fied by the progress of events, politics remaining the 
preserve of a small intelligentsia. 


3. Tim Indian Federation 

The progress of events in India under the Act of 1919 
was marked by incessant efforts on the part of Indian 
pohticians to attain further concessions. The National 
Congress in 1927 developed a demand for independ- 
ence, and an All Parties Congress approved the draft- 
ing of a constitution based on complete autonomy 
though not necessarily without the Empire. The Brit- 
ish Government in its turn accelerated the despatch to 
India of the Statutory Committee envisaged in the Act 
of 1919, and Sir J. Simon acted as Chairman. Its report, 
issued in 1930, contemplated vital changes, involving 
complete responsible government in the provinces, the 
control of justice and police — ^popularly styled law and 
order — ^being transferred to ministers. At the same 
time the legislatures were to be based on a wider fran- 
chise and the official bloc was to disappear. At the 
Qentre, on the other hand, it was deemed essential to 
preserve full British control. It was, however, noted 
that any scheme of Indian government must be im- 
perfect unless the question of an ultimate federation 
to include theTndian States were envisaged, and it was 
recommended that this topic should be further ex- 
plored. The result was the summoning by the British 
Government to London of a Bound Table Conference, 
the Indian rulers having intimated that they were pre- 
pared, to envisage federation. The Conference held three 
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Chapter sessions in 1930-32; the British Government presented 
in 1933 to Parliament its proposals, and they were ex- 
amined fully by a Select Joint Committee of the two 
houses of Parhament, who were aided by assessors from 
India. Their report, confirming in most regards the gov- 
ernmental proposals of 1933, was issued in 1934, and 
on it was based the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The motives which induced federation were complex. 
The princes ^ were actuated by the desire to secure a 
voice in such issues as defence and customs policy; 
under the existing regime in these matters they had 
no say, and the introduction of high protection had 
begun seriously to afiect State interests. At the same 
time they were anxious to secure their rights against 
the process of authoritative interpretation by the , 
Ctown, as evidenced by the ruling of Lord Reading in 
1926 that the Nizam of Hyderabad must accept with- 
out argument the decision of the British Government 
to refuse to hand back to him control of Berar. The 
opportunity of obtaining a definition and reduction of 
the powers of paramountcy seemed to be presented by 
the anxiety of the British Government to inaugurate 
a measure of responsibihty in the central Government, 
for to make the experiment safe it was desirable to 
create a Conservative central legislature, and this could 
b,e.,best.accomphshed by granting more than numeri- 
cally proportionate representation to the States, It was 
assumed that their representatives in the legislature 
would sohdly support the wishes of the Crown. In re- 
turn the princes felt that they might justly expect the 
Crown to consent to leave unused, save in case of grave 
misrule, its paramount authority. This co-operation of 

^ See below, s, 14. 
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motives was at first regarded without serious dissatis- Chapter 
faction in British India, where it was believed that the 
princes would in practice unite with their fellow- 
countrymen to oppose British interests if deemed inim- 
ical to Indian welfare; later, suspicions were aroused 
that the result might he the creation of a federal body 
essentially undemocratic in spirit, for the princes made 
no secret of their determination not to accept derao- 
cracy as an ideal. Hence in 1935 the newly elected 
central Legislative Assembly condemned by a large 
majority of the independent elected members the 
federal part of the scheme. 


4. The, Federal Government 

The scheme of the Act as regards federation con- 
templates its becoming operative^ only after States 
representing at least 52 of the 104 seats allocated 
to the States in the Council of State, and having half 
the population of the States, have declared their de- 
sire to accede. Accession is in every case dependent on 
a free determination by the ruler being of age and not 
under incapacity; the terms of accession may vary in 
each case, but it is essential that a State should accept 
the fundamental principles of the federation; latitude 
lies chiefly in the power to accept or reject certain sub- 
jects, and to require that the duty of carrying out 
federal obhgations shall be left with the State, and not 
placed in the hands of federal officers. The acceptance 
of any accession rests with the Crown, but federation 

^ In 1935 it was not expected that the federation could become effec- 
tive in less than two or three years. Pending it, the central legislature 
will operate as in s. 2, but with powers as in s. 8. 
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can be proclaimed only on addresses from both houses 
of Parliament before ■which the instruments of acces- 
sion must be laid. Subsequent accessions may be ac- 
cepted by the Crown, but after twenty years from 
federation only if both Houses of the Indian legislature 
so desire. 

The federal executive power extends to all matters 
on which the federation has legislative power, to the 
control of military, air, and naval forces, and the exer- 
cise of the powers of the Crown over the tribal areas on 
the frontier. Normally in his functions the Governor- 
General ^ will act on the advice of his Council of Minis- 

II* 

ters, not exceeding ten, whom he appoints to hold 
office at pleasure. But in matters of defence, of ecclesi- 
astical affairs — ^ministration to the British forces and 
civil officers — and of external relations, other than re- 
lations with other parts of the King’s dominions, and 
in respect of the tribal areas the Governor-General is 
to act at his discretion, having the power to appoint 
counsellors to aid him; he also may appoint a financial 
ad'viser whose function will be to advise him in the 
discharge of his special responsibility for safeg\iardmg 
the financial stability and credit of the federal Gov- 
ernment, and an advocate-general to advise the federal 
Government in legal matters. In the conduct of Gov- 
ernment apart from his O'wn sphere, the Governor- 
General is required to exercise his indi-vidual judgment 
regarding the action to be taken in any matter which 
involves his special responsibilities. These include (a) 
the prevention of any grave menace to the peace and 
tranquillity of India or any part thereof; (6) the safe- 

^ The style Viceroy is to remam ceremonial and not to be given any 
specific sense. 
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guarding of the financial stability and credit of the Chapter 
federal Government; (c) the safeguarding of the legiti- 
mate interests of minorities; (d) the securing to mem- 
bers of the public services of any rights provided for 
them by or under the Act; (e) the prevention of 
executive discrimination and (/) of action -which 
would subject United Kingdom or Burmese goods 
imported into India to discriminatory or penal treat- 
ment; {g) the protection of the rights of any Indian 
State; and (A) the securing that the due discharge of 
his functions with respect to matters in which he is 
reg^uired to act at his discretion or exercise individual 
judgment is not prejudiced or impeded by any course 
of action taken in respect of any other matter. To 
secure that he may be fully iirformed, the Governor- 
General may make rules of business requiring not only 
ministers but secretaries to bring to his notice any 
questions affecting his special responsibihties. "When- 
ever he acts in his discretion or indi-vidual judgment, 
he is, of course, subject to the control of the Secretary 
of State. 


5. The, federal Legislature 

The legislature consists of two Houses; the Council 
of State and the House of Assembly. The former has 
156 representatives of British India, and up to 104 
representati-^es of the States; the latter 250 representa- 
tives of British India and 125 members for the States, 
which thus are considerably over-represented in com- 
parison with numbers. The British India members of 
the Upper House are elected with the exception of 
six chosen at the Governor-General’s discretion; the 
Muhammadans have 49 seats, Sikhs, 4, women 6, 
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Chapter and tHe scheduled castes 6; there are 75 general 
seats; one Anglo-Indian, 7 European, and 2 Indian 
Christian representatiyes are chosen by members of 
each type in the Councils or Assembhes of the pro- 
vinces. An electorate of 100,000 is contemplated. 

For the Assembly there are in each province general 
constituencies with seats specially reserved for the de- 
pressed classes; for these seats a prehminary vote by 
members of these classes selects four times the number 
of candidates as of seats; the final choice then lies with 
the whole general constituency, a device accepted by 
M. Gandhi as preventing the disruption of the Hindu 
community, into which his campaign of social reform 
is intended to bring the Untouchables. There are also 
constituencies for Muhammadans in every province, 
and where numbers justify, constituencies for the 
Sikhs; Anglo-Indians, Europeans, Indian Christians, 
commerce and industry, landholders, labour, and 
special arrangements are made for women. There are 
105 general seats, 19 for the depressed classes; 6 Sikh 
seats; 82 Muhammadan; 4 Anglo-Indian; 8 European; 
8 Indian Christian; 11 commerce; 10 labour; 7 land- 
holders, and 9 women. In both Houses the Statps are 
free to arrange representation as they please; definite 
figures behig ascribed to the great States or groups of 
lesser States; in the Council no State has more than 
5; in the Assembly Hyderabad has 16, Mysore 7, 
Travancore 5, and Kashmir and Gwalios 4 each. For 
both Houses members must be British subjects or rulers 
or subjects of an Indian State; age 25 is requisite for 
the Assembly, age 30 for the Council of State. There are 
the usual disqualifications: holding of a non-ministerial 
office of profit under the Crown in India; unsoundness 
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of mind; insolvency; conviction of certain electoral ckapter 
ofiences or of crime. Seats may be resigned and are 
vacated on occurrence of any disqualification, and on 
absence for sixty days may be declared vacant by either 
House. 

The Council is a permanent body, it being arranged 
that members shall sit for nine years, with periodic re- 
tirements at each three years, while the maximum dura- 
tion of the Assembly is five years. The privileges to be 
enjoyed by the Houses include freedom of speech and 
publication of papers by order of either House, but it is 
forbidden to confer judicial powers on any House or 
Committee; witnesses may be compelled to attend, but 
punitive power is restricted to the removal or exclusion 
of persons infringing the rules or otherwise behaving 
in a disorderly manner. This restriction is clearly car- 
ried too far. Each House appoints its own President 
or Speaker and his deputy; they and members are 
salaried. Ministers and counsellors may speak but not 
vote in either chamber. The President or Speaker has 
only a casting vote. English is the official language of 
the legislatures and of the Federal and High Courts, 
but in the former members may be permitted to use 
other languages. 

The Grovemor-G-eneral may summon, prorogue, or 
dissolve at his . discretion the Assembly, but annual 
sessions are required; he may require the attendance of 
members in order to address them or send messages. 

In general the two Chambers have equal legislative 
rights. But, if they disagree, or six months passes with- 
out acceptance of the measure by the House to which 
it has come, the Governor-General may on notification 
convene in the next session, not earlier than six months 
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Chapter after Hs notification, a ioint session, at which the Bill 
' may he passed hy a majority of the members voting. 
If the Bill affects finance or any matter which concerns 
the discharge of functions in his discretion or subject 
to his individual judgment, the Governor-General may 
hold the joint session forthwith. On a Bill being passed, 
he may assent, withhold assent or reserve; twelve 
months are allowed for assent to a reserved Bill to be 
notified, or for disallowance of an Act; but the Gov- 
ernor-General may request reconsideration of a Bill 
and of amendments. 

Financial arrangements are complex. The Governor- 
General must lay before the Chambers an annual 
financial statement showing the sums to be expended 
which are charged on the federal revenues, and those 
which it is proposed to expend from these revenues, 
distinguishing expenditure on revenue account from 
other expenditure. The former class includes: (a) the 
salary and allowances of the Governor-General; (b) debt 
charges of all kinds; (c) salaries and allowances of 
ministers, counsellors, and certain other officers; (d) 
salaries and pensions of judges of the Federal Court and 
any High Court; (e) expenditure on defence, ecclesi- 
astical affairs, and external relations and tribal areas; 
(/) the cost of the performance of the duties of the 
Crown in respect of the States; (ff) grants for the 
administration of excluded areas in provinces; (^) sums 
requisite to meet awards of any court; aud (i) any other 
sums charged by federal Act. The legislature will not 
vote these items, but may discuss all save those in (a) 
and (/). Demands for grants shall first be laid before the 
Assembly, which may assent, reduce, or refuse assent; 
in the last event, the grant shall be submitted to the 
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Council only if the Governor-Greneral so directs; if tlie Chapter 
grant is reduced, only the reduced amount shall be 
submitted unless the Govemor-G-eneral directs other- 
wise. The Council has the same rights as the Assembly 
to assent, reject, or reduce; in case of disagreement, a 
joint session held thereafter decides. In all cases no 
demand for a grant can be made save on the recom- 
mendation of the Governor-General, and he can restore 
any grant refused or reduced by the legislature. Simil- 
arly no Bill to impose a tax, authorise borrowing or a 
guarantee, or impose a charge on federal revenue may 
be introduced without his assent, and no such Bill 
may originate in the Council. 

The Governor-General is further empowered to make 
rules for the procedure of the Chambers in respect of 
matters in which he is required to act at his discretion 
or on his individual judgment; to secure the timely 
completion of financial business; the prohibition of 
questions on or discussion of matters affecting the 
States, outside the federal sphere, unless he holds that 
the matter affects federal interests or a British subject 
and consents to action; and the prohibition of questions 
on or discussion of matters affecting relations between 
the Crown or the Governor-General and foreign States, 
or the administration of excluded areas or his action 
at his discretion in relation to provincial issues. He may 
also forbid, in the exercise of his special responsibility 
for the tranqujjhty of India, the discussion of any Bill 
or amendment, and the legislature may not discuss 
the judicial action of any Federal or High Court judge. 

But the vahdity of any action taken by it may not 
be questioned in court on the score of irregularity of 
procedure. 


2o 
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Chapter Special legislative powers are given to the Governor- 
General In case of emergency, at his discretion when 
the legislature is not sitting he may issue ordinances, 
which must he presented to the legislature when it 
reassembles, and which fall unless confirmed within six 
weeks or earher disapproved by both Chambers. He 
may also, where matters within his personal discretion 
or individual judgment are concerned, promulgate 
ordinances which have efiect for six months with possi- 
bihty of renewal for six months, but in that case they 
must be laid before Parhament. He may even at his 
discretion, forthwith or after a month’s notice and 
the consideration of any address presented to him , 
enact Acts with permanent effect; these also must be 
laid before Parhament. Further, in case of the failure 
of the constitutional machinery he may assume to him- 
self, to be exercised at his discretion, any federal power 
save that of the Federal Court, but any proclamation 
under this power must be laid before Parliament and 
shall cease after six months unless approved by resolu- 
tions of both Houses from time to time. The suspension, 
however, of the constitution may not exceed three 
years; thereafter new provision must be made by 
Parhament, but no right of secession is accorded. 


6. Tfe Gaoernors’ Provinces 

Additions bring the number of proyinces^ up to 
eleven; Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the United Pro- 
vinces, the Punjab, Bihar, the Central Provinces and 
Berar — ^which remains under the nominal sovereignty 
of the Nizam, Assam, the North-West Frontier Pro- 

Provincial autonomy will begin even before federation. 
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vince, Orissa, and Sind. Burma ceases to be part of Chapter 
India. 

Tbe administration of the provinces is based on the 
principle of responsible government; the Governor 
selects ministers, but, as in the federation, a minister 
must be or become within six months a member of the 
legislature, the suggestion that non-Parliamentary 
noinisters might be appointed having been negatived. 

The Governor has special responsibilities in which he 
must act at his discretion subject to the control of the 
Governor-General. These include the safeguarding of 
tranquillity, of the legitimate rights of minorities and 
of tJie public services, the securing in the sphere of 
executive action prevention against discrimination 
against British subjects domiciled in the IJnited King- 
dom, the securing the peace and good government of 
partially excluded areas, the protection of the rights 
of Indian States, and the execution of orders of the 
Governor-General under his authority in regard to the 
administrative relations between the federation and 
the provinces. The Governor of the Central Provinces 
is also bound to secure a fair share of revenue to be 
spent on Berar; the Governors of Bengal and Assam 
have a responsibility for the excluded areas in these 
provinces, the Governor of Sind for the Lloyd Barrage 
Scheme, and the Governor of the North-West Frontier 
Province for the unimpeded performance of his duties 
as agent of the Governor-General in respect of the 
tribal areas. All the Governors are bound to use in- 
dividual judgment in respect of any changes of rules 
affecting the organisation or discipline of police forces. 

This is a provision intended to meet the fears necessarily 
felt regarding the effective administration of police 
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Chapter under ministerial control in view of tke strength of 
communal feeling. Moreover, the Grovernor may at his 
discretion take into his control matters necessary to 
combat crimes of violence intended to overthrow the 
Government, and may forbid the disclosure by any 
poKce ofhcer of sources of information regarding such 
crimes to any other police officer save under the in- 
struction of the Inspector-General, or to any other 
person save by the Governor’s direction. Apart from 
these special powers, the Governor may make rules 
requiring ministers and secretaries to bring to his notice 
any matter which may affect his special responsibilities. 


7. The Provincial Legislatures 

In Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the United Provinces, 
Bihar and Assam two Chambers exist, in the other 
provinces one. The Upper Chambers have a perpetual 
existence, members holding for nine years with periodic 
triennial retirement, the Assemblies lasting five years 
as a maximum. The size of the Councils varies from 
65 maximum in Bengal to 21 minimum in Assam; selec- 
tion is in part by nomination by the Governor to a 
maximum of 8 in Bengal or 4 in Bihar; in part by 
election by general Muhammadan and European con- 
stituencies, and in Bengal and Bihar 27 and 12 members 
respectively are chosen by the Assembhes. The size of 
the Assembhes varies from 250 for Bengal, 228 United 
Provinces, 215 Madras, 176 Bombay and Punjab, to 
60 for the North-West Frontier Province. The elector- 
ates according to need are general, with reservation for 
depressed classes; Muhammadan; Sikh; Anglo-Indian; 
European; Indian Christian; commerce, industry, min- 
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ing, and planting; landholders; Universities; labour; Chapter 
women; and representatives of backward areas and 
tribes. The franchise, which is dealt with in the Act, 
extends very widely the vote as compared with the 
state of affairs under the Montagu-Chelmsford scheme, 
the aim being to give the vote to 14 per cent of the 
population (29,000,000 males, 6,000,000 females) as 
against 3 per cent under the existing franchise. 

The provisions applicable to the federal legislature 
are, with the necessary changes, applied to those of the 
provinces. The relations of the Houses as to general 
legislation are similar to those in the federation, but 
the period which justifies a special session is fixed at 
twelve m lieu of six months. The Governor may assent, 
refuse assent, or reserve for the consideration of the 
Governor-General, who has hke power with reference 
to the Crown; an Act assented to by either may be dis- 
allowed by the Crown. Either may refer back a Bill 
for consideration. 

In financial matters the federal model is not wholly 
followed. The Legislative Councils have no voice in the 
matter of grants; but otherwise there is the same 
presentation of the annual financial statement, the 
distinction of sums charged on the revenues — on the 
same fines as in the federation — and those to be charged. 

The Governor, like the Governor-General, can restore 
items not accepted by the Assembly if his special re- 
sponsibilities ase affected. Moreover, he has like powers 
of making regulations to govern procedure in the legis- 
lature, to prevent discussion of Bills or amendments, 
and judicial ofidcials are similarly protected from criti- 
cism in the legislature. There is, further, protection for 
maintenance of grants for Anglo-Indian and European 
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Chapter education; these can be varied only by a tbree-fourtbs 
^ majority of the Assembly. The Governor has also 
power, when the legislature is not in session, to issue 
ordinances subject to submission to the legislature, and 
with the authority of the Governor-General he may 
issue ordinances or pass Acts in matters involving the 
exercise of his discretion or individual judgment. 

Special provision is made in respect of areas declared 
to be excluded or partially excluded areas within any 
province. No federal or provincial Act applies to such 
areas except when so declared with or without modifi- 
cation by the Governor, who may, with the assent of 
the Governor-General, subject to disallowance by the 
Crown, make regulations for them which may over- 
ride any federal or provincial Act. In his executive 
authority in regard to excluded areas he has to exercise 
his discretion. 

The Governor has, with the approval of the Gover- 
nor-General, the power to assume such functions as he 
thinks fit in the case of a break-down of the constitu- 
tional machinery. 

There are also Chief Commissioners’ Provinces: 
British Baluchistan, Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara, Coorg, the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and Panth Piploda. 
The Governor-General controls at his discretion the 
administration, and may make regulations for British 
Baluchistan and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
while Coorg retains its legislature. 


8. The Distribution of Legislative Powers 

The federal legislature has power to “legislate for the 
whole or any part of British India or for any Federated 
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State, and the provincial legislatures may legislate for Chapte: 
the provinces or any part thereof. In addition, the 
federal legislation may apply to any Britisli subject 
or servant of the Crown in any part of India; to any 
Indian subject wherever he may be — a remarkable 
provision; in the case of a law dealing with a topic 
accepted by any State to subjects thereof anywhere; 
and in the case of a law on military, air, or naval 
forces raised in British India, to all members thereof 
and followers wherever they may be; and to ships or 
aircraft registered in British India or any Federated 
State. 

There is drawn a distinction of legislative power 
according to subjects, there being (1) a list of subjects 
exclusively federal, (2) a list of provincial subjects, and 
(3) a list of concurrent powers. The federal list includes: 
armed forces; naval, mUitary, and air force works; ex- 
ternal affairs, including the implementing of treaties 
and extradition; ecclesiastical affairs; currency, coin- 
age, and legal tender; public debt; posts and tele- 
graphs; public services; pensions; federal property; cer- 
tain museums and research institutions and surveys; 
the census; admission to and movements in India; 
quarantine; import and export; railways; control 
of vessels; maritime shijpping and navigation, Ad- 
miralty jurisdiction; major ports; fishing and fisheries 
beyond territorial waters; aircraft and air navigation; 
lighthouses; Qarriage of passengers and goods by sea 
or by air; copyrights, inventions, designs, merchandise 
marks and trade-marks; cheques, bills of exchange, 
promissory notes; arms, firearms, ammunition; ex- 
plosives; opium; petroleum; trading corporations; 
development of industry when declared federal by 
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Chapter Act; insxirance; banking; elections; statistics; ofiences 
against laws under powers given in the list; and duties 
of customs, including export duties; excise duties ex- 
cept on alcohol, narcotic and non-narcotic drugs, and 
preparations containing these substances; corporation 
tax; and salt. These forty-seven subjects are those which 
the States are expected as a rule to accept as applicable 
to themselves if they desire to accede to the federation. 
Other subjects which may be accepted by the States 
are taxation on income other than income from agri- 
cultural land; taxation on the capital — other than 
agricultural land — of individuals or companies; duties 
in respect of succession to property other than a^i- 
cultural land; rates of stamp duties in respect of 
bills of exchange and other similar instruments; ter- 
minal duties on goods or passengers carried by rail- 
ways, or by air; taxes on railway rates and freights; 
State lotteries; naturahsation; migration within India; 
estabhshment of weight standards; jurisdiction of 
courts in respect of any federal powers; and fees, other 
than court fees. 

The provinces for their part control public order and 
justice; the jurisdiction and powers of courts; prisons; 
reformatories; their public debt and services; public 
works; libraries; elections; local government; public 
health and sanitation; pilgrimages within India; 
burials; education; communications subject to the 
federal powers; water and water rights; agriculture; 
land; forests; mines; fisheries; protection of wild birds 
and animals; gas and gasworks; trade and commerce 
within the province, including money-lending; inns 
and innkeepers; production, supply, and distribution of 
commodities, and development of industries; adultera- 
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tion of foodstuffs; intoxicating liquors; unemployment Chapter 
and poor relief; incorporation of companies not under 
federal power; tlieatres; betting and gambling; chari- 
ties and charitable institutions; offences against laws 
deahng with any of these matters, and statistics in 
relation thereto. They deal also with land revenue; 
excise duties excluded from the federal list; taxes on 
income from agricultural land, on lands and buildings, 
hearths and windows; duties in respect of succession 
to agricultural land; taxes on mineral rights; capitation 
taxes; taxes on professions, trades, callings; on animals 
and boats; on the sale of commodities, on turnover, and 
on advertisements; cesses on the entry of goods into a 
local area; taxes on luxuries, including entertainments, 
betting, and gambling; and stamp duties outside the 
federal sphere. 

The concurrent list includes criminal law and pro- 
cedure; civil procedure, evidence, and oaths; marriage 
and divorce; infants and minors, adoption; wills, 
intestacy, and succession, save as regards agricultural 
land; transfer of property other than such land; regis- 
tration of deeds; trusts; contracts; arbitration; bank- 
ruptcy; actionable wrongs; professions; newspapers 
and printing; lunacy and mental deficiency; poisons 
and dangerous drugs; mechanically propelled vehicles 
and boilers; prevention of cruelty to animals; Euro- 
pean vagrancy and criminal tribes; and jurisdiction 
of courts in ];pspect of matters in the list. A. further 
group of subjects includes; factories; welfare of labour; 
health insurance and invahdity and old age pensions; 
trade unions; industrial and labour disputes; pre- 
vention of the extension into units of infectious 
or contagious diseases of men, plants, or animals; 



S 70 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE’ 


Chapter electricity; tlie sanctioning of exhibition of cinemato- 
graph films, etc. 

Normally the federation may not invade the pro- 
vincial sphere, but if the Governor-General proclaims 
an emergency in which the security of India is threat- 
ened, whether by war or internal disturbance, the 
federal legislature with his assent, at his discretion, 
may legislate on any provincial subject with over- 
riding effect. But a proclamation must be laid before 
Parliament and falls unless confirmed within six 
months by resolutions of both Houses, and any Act 
expires six months after the lapsmg of the proclama- 
tion. The federation may also legislate by consent^for 
two or more provinces, but any province may repeal or 
vary such legislation. Any subject not included in the 
list or topic of taxation may, at his discretion, be as- 
signed by the Governor-General to either the federa- 
tion or the provinces. The power of the federation to 
implement treaties permits legislation only with the 
prior assent of the ruler or Governor of a federated 
unit; this is a dangerous limitation which may affect 
most inconveniently Indian action. Federal Acts 
within their sphere override provincial Acts, but a 
provincial Act on a concurrent subject, if reserved 
and duly assented to, overrides a federal Act thereon, 
and no further federal Bill to alter such an Act may be 
introduced save with the prior assent, at his discretion, 
of the Governor-General. Federal Acts override State 
legislation on the subjects accepted by the State as 
federal. 

As a precaution against hasty legislation^ it is pro- 

1 Taxation of non-residents differentially is also subjected to tbe 
requirement of prior sanction. 
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vided that the prior sanction, at his discretion, of the ciiaptei 

Governor-General is necessary for the introduction 1 

of any Bill repugnant to provisions of an Act of 
Parliament, or Govemor-GeneraFs or Governor’s Act 
or ordinance, or afiecting matters reserved to the 
Governor-General, or any Act relating to the police 
force, or the criminal procedure afiecting European 
British subjects. Similarly the prior sanction of the 
Governor-General, or, as regards his Acts or ordinances 
or the police, of the Governor, is requisite in respect of 
provincial legislation. But these provisions axe matters 
of procedure and their neglect does not invalidate 
Acts duly assented to. Ko legislature may make any 
law afiecting the sovereign or the succession, or the 
sovereignty, dominion, or suzerainty of the Crown in 
any part of India, or the law of British nationality, 
or the Army Act, the Air Force Act, or the Naval 
Discipline Act, or the law of prize or prize courts; nor 
may it amend, save as expressly provided in the 
Government of India Act, the Act or any Order in 
Council made thereunder, or rules made by the 
Secretary of State or by the Governor-General or 
a Governor in his discretion or the exercise of his 
individual judgment, or the prerogative appeal. 

The danger of legislative discrimination against 
British subjects domiciled in the United Kingdom is 
recognised, and the plan adopted is to exempt such 
subjects fropn the operation of any federal or pro- 
vincial Act which restricts entry into India, or im- 
poses, by reference to place of birth, race, descent, 
language, religion, domicile, residence or duration of 
residence, any disabihty, restriction,, or condition in 
respect of travel, residence, the holding of property or 
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Chapter public office, or tbe carrying on of any occupation, 
trade, business, or profession. But this exemption does 
not apply in so far as Indian subjects are subject to 
restrictions in tbe United Kingdom, nor is it illegal to 
apply quarantine regulations or to exclude or deport 
undesirables. Moreover, in case of grave menace to tran- 
quilbty or to combat crimes of violence tbe Governor- 
General may suspend temporarily tbe security afforded. 
Taxation may not difierentiate against British sub- 
jects or companies domiciled in tbe United Kingdom 
or Burman subjects or companies domiciled in Burma. 
British companies are afforded protection on tbe same 
basis of reciprocity, and tbe right of medical prac- 
titioners in British India and in tbe United Kingdom to 
practise in either country is placed on tbe same foot- 
ing, because in either case practitioners refused tbe 
right may obtain a ruling by tbe Privy Council as to 
tbe propriety of their exclusion. Permission is given 
to Indian legislatures to confine subsidies for tbe en- 
couragement of trade and industry, in tbe case of com- 
panies not engaged in such branches at the time of tbe 
legislation, to such bodies as are incorporated under 
tbe law of British India, offer facibties for training 
Indians, and have up to a half of their directors 
Indians. It is, however, recognised that these restric- 
tions are unsatisfactory and that tbe real solution 
must lie in a convention based on reciprocity;^ if such 
a convention is made, tbe provisions of the Act may 
be waived for its direction by Order in Council. 

1 See a draft in Keith, Lett&tB on Imperial Relations, 1916-1935, 
pp. 232-44. 



THE INDIAN EMPIRE 


573 


9. Administrative Relations between the Federation 
and the Units 

The executive authority of each urut must be so 
exercised as to secure respect for federal laws. Federal 
Acts may impose duties on a province or State, sub- 
ject to payment of cost of additional staff, to be 
decided by arbitration if necessary, and the Governor- 
General may agree to entrust executive federal func- 
tions to a State or province. Eulers may stipulate for 
the administration of federal laws, but the Governor- 
General must be able to satisfy himself as to the due 
execution of the law. The Governor-General has also 
power to give directions to rulers if they act so as to 
prejudice the exercise of the executive authority of the 
federation or fail to carry out obligations as to ad- 
ministering federal laws. Wider powers exist as regards 
the provinces, whose Governors may be instructed to 
use their executive power in any way necessary to 
prevent menace to the peace or tranquillity of India. 
The Governor-General is given special powers in 
respect of questions of broadcasting, the provinces 
and States being entitled to reasonable facilities of 
transmission, and issues affecting water rights, to the 
exclusion of judicial intervention. Moreover, on ad- 
dresses from the provinces an Inter-Provincial Council 
may be established to deal with inter-provincial dis- 
putes, and discuss matters of common interest. 

10. The Finance of the Federation 

Though legislative power as to taxation is distri- 
buted as described above, the federation is not entitled 


Ckapter 
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Chapter to treat as its own its receipts as a whole. The 
produce of succession duties, stamp duties, terminal, 
etc., taxes must be handed over to the provinces and 
any States which accept these items as federal; but 
the federation may impose and retain the proceeds of 
a surtax on any of these items. The arrangements re- 
garding income tax provide for the retention by the 
federation of the tax on federal incomes and that 
raised in Chief Commissioners’ provinces, but the 
payment to the provinces of a certain portion of the 
tax, subject however to the retention therefrom for a 
prescribed period of a certain amount, which will in 
a second prescribed period be diminished to nil. The 
federation may also impose a surcharge, in which case 
it must require from each federated State which does 
not accept income tax as federal a sum equivalent to 
the probable yield of such a surcharge. Salt duties, 
excise duties, and export duties fall to the federation, 
subject to the power by Act to assign part to the 
provinces; half, however, of any export duty on jute 
falls to the province, a concession to the needs of 
Bengal. The federation also may grant aid to pro- 
vinces in need of assistance, and provinces may make 
grants for federal objects and vice versa. 

The federation must provide the Crown with sums 
necessary in respect of the conduct of its relations to 
the States, and sums receivable from the States may 
be paid to the federation. But in order ho secure ac- 
cessions to federation it is provided that the Crown 
may remit over a period, normally of twenty years, 
contributions due from any State, whether in ac- 
knowledgment of suzerainty, or in commutation of 
any obligation to afford miUtaiy assistance, or in 



THE INDIAN EMPIRE 


S75 


respect of tlie maintenance of forces by the Crown, or Ciapter 
in respect of the creation of, or grant of territory to, a 
State, or due to the Crown as representing some other 
State formerly entitled. But no remission shall he 
granted save in so far as the contribution payable ex- 
ceeds the value of State privileges, including the right 
to levy sea customs or duties on salt, or sums in com- 
mutation thereof, the privilege of free entry of goods, 
etc. It seems that ultimately, if federation becomes 
complete, the sum remitted will be some £750,000 at 
least.^ 

No burden may be placed on federal or provincial 
finance save for Indian purposes; hence it follows that 
if Indian forces are used outside India, a matter in the 
discretion of the Governor-General, the United King- 
dom must pay.^ 

Financial stabihty is specially within the duty of 
the Governor-General, aided by his financial adviser. 

He is aided by the fact that a Reserve Bank ® has been 
created to control exchange; he has discretionary 
authority in appointing the Governor and his deputy, 
the supersession of the Central Board, and the hquida- 
tion if necessary of the Bank. His previous sanction is 
necessary for the introduction of any Bill affecting 
currency or the Bank. 

The federation may borrow on the credit of Indian 
revenues, a province on that of provincial revenues, 
but it requi 3 ;es the consent of the federation for 
borrowing outside India. The federation may lend to a 
province, and so long as any part of the loan is out- 

^ Indian States Enquiry Committee (Financial) Report, 1932 (Cmd. 

4103)* ^ See below, s, 15. 

® Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934. 
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Chapter Standing, it may refuse permission to a province to 
borrow; but it must act reasonably, tbe Governor- 
General being tbe final arbiter. Tbe federation may 
lend money to tbe States, and its sterling loans are 
eligible for ranking as trustee stocks in tbe United 
Kingdom. 

Audit control is provided for by tbe appointment on 
judicial tenure of an Auditor-General wbo will act for 
tbe federation and tbe provinces, unless and until 
Provincial Auditors on bke tenure are estabbsbed. 
There is a special Auditor of Home Accounts. 

Provision is made for tbe vesting in His Majesty for 
tbe purpose of tbe federation or province as tbe case 
may be of lands and buildings, for tbe acquisition of 
furtber property, tbe making of contracts, etc., and 
for direct suit against tbe federation or province on tbe 
same basis as under tbe existing law against the Secre- 
tary of State in Council.^ Pull provision is made as to 
liabibty abeady existing on tbe Secretary of State in 
Council. 

Tbe importance of railways is evidenced by the 
creation of a special Railway Authority, not less than 
tbree-seventbs of whose members and tbe President 
are appointed at bis discretion by tbe Governor- 
General. Instructions can be given on policy by tbe 
federal Government, but tbe intention is that tbe rail- 
ways shall be run on business principles with due re- 
gard to tbe interests of agriculture, comnaerce, industry 
and the general pubbc. Tbe Governor-General has 
power to give instructions to tbe authority in any 
matter affecting bis special responsibibties. Issues be- 

^ For this cf. Eggar, Ooverrmmt of India, pp. 59-70. For political 
actions there is no liability. 
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tween the authority and owners of State railways are Chapter 
to be decided by a special tribunal, subject to appeal 
on a point of law only to the Federal Court, whose 
decision is final. 


11. ThR. JvdvMure 

Provision is made for the estabhshment of a Federal 
Court under a Chief Justice and six puisne judges, to 
hold office until age sixty-five, subject to removal by 
the King by sign-manual warrant in case of infirmity 
or misbehaviour if the Judicial Committee so recom- 
mends. The court has original jurisdiction exclusive of 
any other court in any question between the federation 
and a unit, or two or more units, if the issue is legal, 
and in the case of a State if it concerns the interpreta- 
tion of the Act or Order in Council or some matter 
of federal power or an agreement. It can only in such 
cases give a declaratory judgment. It can hear on 
appeal, on certificate by any High Court that any 
matter involving the interpretation of the Act or an 
Order in Council under it is involved, causes from 
such courts; no direct appeal then lies to the Judicial 
Committee. From the High Court of a federated State 
appeal hes if it is alleged that a question of law regard- 
ing the interpretation of the Act or an Order in Council 
under it has been wrongly decided; the procedure is by 
way of case stated either on the initiative of the High 
Court or of the Federal Court. Provision may also be 
made by federal Act to extend the appellate jurisdic- 
tion in civil cases from provincial High Courts; in such 
cases the appeal to the Judicial Committee may be 
abolished. From any decision of the Federal Court 



578 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE' 


Chapter appeal to the Judicial Comnoittee may be brought by 
the leave of that body or of the court itself. The 
decisions of the court or the Privy Council shall bind 
all courts in India, and be given effect. 

The Act similarly provides for the tenure of office 
of judges of the High Courts of the provinces, whose 
retiring age is fixed at sixty. The powers of the 
courts are continued, and full power of administrative 
superintendence over all courts subject to its appellate 
jurisdiction is given to each High Court. Power is given 
to constitute or reconstitute courts, and the expenses 
of courts are charged on provincial revenues, and con- 
trolled by the Governor in his individual judgment. 


12. The Services of the Crown 

The fullest control over conditions of service in the 
defence forces is reserved to His Majesty and the Secre- 
tary of State, and the expenses of the departments are 
charged on the federal revenues. 

The Civil Services are accorded fuU protection. 
Ofiffce is held at pleasure, but no person can be re- 
moved by any authority subordinate to that which 
appointed him, and before dismissal or reduction in rank 
he must be given an opportunity to defend himself. 
In future, appointments will normally be made for 
federal services by the Governor-General, for provin- 
cial services by the Governor, and they will make regu- 
lations for their services. The Secretary of State will 
continue to recruit for the Indian Civil Service, the 
Indian Medical Service (Civil) and the Indian Pohce. 
He may determine what posts are to be filled by per- 
sons appointed by himself, and selection for these posts 
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falls to be made by tbe G-overnor-G-eneral or Grovernor Ciiapter 
in the exercise of his individual judgnaent. The most 
complete security as to tenure, pay, pension,^ etc., is 
accorded to such officers. The G-overnor is given the 
decision as to the appointment of district judges, and 
he makes rules regarding quahfication for the subordin- 
ate civil judicial service whose promotion, transfer, and 
leave are controlled by the High Court. The political 
service remains under the full control of the Secretary 
of State. 

Provision is made for the establishment of a Pubhc 
Service Commission for the federation and similar 
Commissions for the provinces, though they may use 
the federal Commission or agree to establish one body 
for two or more provinces. Their duties include holding 
examinations for entrance to the services, and they 
are normally to be consulted on methods of recruit- 
ment, the principles of making appointments and 
promotions, and the suitability of candidates, dis- 
cipHnary matters, and claims for payment of expenses 
incurred by officers in defending legal proceedings or 
pensions for injury. Their functions may be extended 
by Acts passed with previous sanction; their expenses 
are charged on the federal or provincial funds, and 
their personnel controlled by the Governor -General 
and the Governors. 

The Secretary of State ceases to be advised by a 
Council, but .has from three to six: advisers, half 
qualified by ten years’ service in India, who have not 
retired more than two years before appointment. He 
need not ask their advice save in matters affecting 

^ A British guarantee of pensions has been refused, but the obligation 
of the Secretary of State to secure payment is absolute. 
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Chapter Service conditions specially provided for in tlie Act. 
Due provision is made for the charging to British 
funds of the cost of the Secretary of State’s establish- 
ment. 

The office of High Commissioner for India in the 
United. Kingdom is continued, the extent of his 
activities to be decided by the Governor-General. He 
may also act for Burma. 


13. The Amendment of the Constitution 

Am endment of the constitution is in the main for- 
bidden, but it is contemplated that change may be 
made by Order in Council with the assent of the 
British Parliament in certain matters on requests by 
the federal or provincial legislature, not earlier than 
ten years as a rule from the establishment of the 
federation or of the new provincial system. The 
matters concerned are: (1) The size and composition of 
the Chambers of the federation and the choice or quali- 
fication of members, but not so as to vary the relative 
proportions between the Council and Assembly or 
between the British Indian and State seats; (2) the 
number of Chambers in the provincial legislature, 
their size or membership; (3) the establishment of 
literacy in lieu of higher educational qualifications for 
women’s franchise, or the entry of names of qualified 
women without application; (4) any other amend- 
ments as to qualifications of voters. The changes in 
head (3) may be made at any time, a request is 
received from a province. Moreover, any df these 
matters may be varied by Order in Council at any 
time, but only after the views of the Government and 
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legislatures affected have been ascertained. All Orders chapter 
in Gouncil must be laid in draft before ParKament and ^ 
be approved by both Houses, save in enaergency wben 
the order may be issued, but will lapse imless so ap- 
proved. Similarly drafts of instructions to the Governor- 
G-eneral and Governors require aflSxmation by both 
Houses. 


14. The Indian States 

Reference has been made above to the position of 
the Indian States in regard to the proposal of federa- 
tio». Whether or not the majority of the States enter 
federation in due course, the relations of the States 
with the Crown must necessarily remain of great im- 
portance. The federal system indeed demands that the 
States should surrender sufficient of their autonomy 
to make the federation real. But what they surrender 
win, on the whole, be of comparatively httle immediate 
importance to the States as compared with what they 
desire to retain, in the ordinary affairs of everyday 
Hfe, complete autonomy to carry on the existing 
system of government in each, subject only to the 
paramount power of the Crown, and in return for 
acceptance of federation it is the desire of the States to 
secure from the Crown the limitation of that power by 
strict definition. 

The distinction drawn between British India and 
India under iihe Interpretation Act, 1889, is that the 
former term means aU territories governed by the 
King Emperor through the Governor-General of India 
or through any Governor or other ofhcer subordinate 
to the Governor-General, while India includes any 
territories of any prince or chief imder the suzerainty 
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Chapter of His Majesty exercised thiough. tKe Governor- 
^ General of India or throngli any Governor or other 
ofS.cer subordinate to the Governor-General. The new 
Government of India Act defines British India as 
meaning all territories for the time being comprised 
within the Governors’ provinces and the Chief Com- 
missioners’ provinces, while India means British India 
together with aU territories of any Indian ruler under 
the suzerainty of His Majesty, all territories under the 
suzerainty of such an Indian ruler, the tribal areas, and 
any other territories which His Majesty in Council 
may from time to time, after ascertaining the views 
of the federal Government and the federal legislature, 
declare to be part of India. The total area of the lands 
included in British India is, deducting Burma, 867,744 
square mil es, while the States account for 713,146 
square miles, with a population of 81,310,845 as 
against 256,868,787. The number of States is given 
as 564, but the size varies enormously. The autonomy 
of the States difiers greatly. Hyderabad, with over 
14,000,000 people, enjoys fuU rights of civil and 
criminal jurisdiction, legislation, taxation, and coinage 
while in Kathiawar there are petty chiefs with no 
more than exemption from British Indian taxation 
and some nominal jurisdiction. But even from the 
greatest States is withheld the power to exercise 
jurisdiction over European British subjects and 
foreigners who are subject *to the jurisdiction of the 
Eesidents or of British Indian courts, and jurisdiction 
is ceded over military stations and cantonments, civil 
'stations, and railway lands.'^ 

N ^ On the limits of such jurisdiction see Mulmwmad Yusuf-ud-din v. 
Queen Empress (1897), L.R. 24 Ind. App. 137. 
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Miicli controversy has recently raged regarding the OMpfer 
extent of British authority over the States. The posi- 
tion can only he understood in the light of history. The 
East India Company commenced existence as a feuda- 
tory of the Emperor not more than an equal of other 
feudatories. In its earlier days it was content to con- 
clude treaties with other States on the basis of equality 
and alliance. As its power increased, it insisted on its 
allies adopting a definite state of subordination in ex- 
ternal relations; they had to accept the control in these 
matters of the Company, to refrain frona employing 
Europeans or Americans Avithout the assent of the Com- 
pany, and to afford the Company aid in its wars, either 
maintaining at their expense forces for this purpose or 
paying the Company to maintain such forces. The Com- 
pany in turn was often williag to undertake non-inter- 
vention in internal issues. With the attainment by the 
Crown of paramount power in India on the extinction 
of the Mogul Empire, all the relations envisaged by the 
earlier treaties became out of harmony with the new 
status of affairs. But instead of denouncing the treaties 
, the Crown adopted the only pohcy which permitted the 
continued existence of the States. Oudh had had to be 
annexed because the suzerain could not tolerate in- 
definitely utter misrule. In future the rulers would be 
secured by the operation of such a measure of interven- 
tion as would render suppression of the State unneces- 
sary. Eurthej, the States would be invited to contribute 
their aid to the advancement of India by conceding 
facihties for the construction of railways, military roads, 
telegraphs, etc., and by adopting social reforms, such 
_ as the abohtion of widow-huming, infanticide, dom- 
estic slavery, and so forth. Had the treaties been rigidly 
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adhered to, reforms must have been delayed, aud the 
result was that by usage great inroads were made on 
State autonomy, accelerated after 1881 when Mysore 
was restored to native rule, after its administration had 
been completely reformed. The terms of restoration 
were regarded as the model which should regulate rela- 
tions between the States and the Crown, and both per- 
suasion and authority were employed to bring other 
States up to the Mysore standard. Objections were met 
by the argument of paramountcy, the right of the 
Crown, as representing the authority which maintained 
the whole system of the States, to determine when indi- 
vidual interests must yield to the welfare of the whole. 
Moreover, the States were indebted to the Crown for a 
vital concession; by mnads granted after the assump- 
tion of direct Crown authority, the Hindu States had 
been assured of the power to perpetuate their royal 
Hnes by adoption and the Muhammadan States were 
allowed to descend according to the Moslem law. The 
process by which the treaties ceased to be regarded as 
they read was not one of disregarding “scraps of paper”; 
it was the conventional worMng-out of the only system 
which could have preserved the States from annexa- 
tion, such as befell Coorg rmder the old regime, when 
the Company felt precluded from intervention until it 
was justified in declaring war and extinguishing the 
dynasty. 

It is a complete error to assimilate the ppsition of the 
States to States of international law. That law was 
never adopted in India, and, though the Company in 
early days used the language of international law, the 
Indian princes neither knew nor cared for the system; 
they lived under a regime which recognised the theo- 
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retie ^primacy of the Mogul Emperor, which is now Chapter 
the efiective sovereignty of the Crown. The issue was 
sharply insisted on by the Government of India in 1891 
when the question arose of the murder of the Commis- 
sioner of Assam and certain of his retinue hy rival 
claimants to the throne of the State of Manipur. If the 
relations of the State to the Crown were those of inter- 
national law, clearly the persons responsible could not 
be deemed guilty of rebellion or murder; but they were 
held guilty and executed on that account, and the In- 
dian Government pubhcly announced that the rela- 
ti«Jas of the States to the Crown were not and never 
ha3. been those of international law. Ey virtue of its 
paramount authority the Crown intervenes to remove 
unworthy rulers, as in the case of the Gaekwar of Bar- 
oda in 1875; more recently two rulers of Indore have 
been compelled to resign owing to accusations of com- 
pheity in murders in British India. In Kashmir unrest 
from 1931 to 1934 between the Hindu Rajah and his 
Muhammadan subjects led to British intervention and 
to the adoption of reforms, including the creation of a 
legislature partly elected, and in 1933 the Government 
of Alwar was placed under the control of a British 
ofideer and the ruler advised to leave for a time the 
State. Persistent absence is another ground for inter- 
vention. 

Apart, however, from cases of gross misgovexnment 
native institutions are not interfered with. Hence 
democratic government has made httle way, and is 
regarded wdth profound scepticism in the States. As a 
rule the prince retains full authority to legislate and to 
tax; any distinction between his Civil List and the 
State revenue is a mere matter of his discretion; there 
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are no constitutional securities for the life or property 
of the subject; there is no means of redress against acts 
of State ofiGicers; the courts are subject to the ruler’s 
power of removal of any judge; iu effect the rule of law 
is unknown in theory. Constitutional rule has been 
carried comparatively far in Mysore, where under pres- 
sure of events in the province of Madras a Legislative 
Council with a non-official elected majority has been 
created, with power to legislate, pass the budget, and 
move resolutions. Certain financial matters, the posi- 
tion of the ruling family, and relations with the Crown 
are excluded from its power, and the Executive is qjste 
independent of it. More popular support apparently is 
given to a body more in accord with Indian tradition, 
the Representative Assembly which meets on the great 
holiday occasions to discuss finance, to hear Govern- 
ment policy explained, ask questions, and present peti- 
tions. In Travancore the same system prevails, but 
the Christian population objects strongly to the fact 
that the Nayar oligarchy commands, though barely a 
fifth of the population and with but 36 per cent of the 
voters, a majority in the Legislative Council. One desir- 
able aspect of the campaign of M. Gandhi is that it has 
been proposed to abolish the law which penalises out- 
casts for distance pollution of those of caste. On the 
other hand, Hyderabad remains autocratic; the present 
Nizam revived on accession in 1911 the tradition of 
personal rule, which under-his predecessor had been 
obscured through the skill of Sir Salar Jang, his great 
minister. Only after the war did he consent at British 
suggestion to establish an Executive Council of a Pre- 
sident and sis ministers, each in charge of one or more 
portfolios, while British officers have been employed 
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in tlfe Police and Revenue departments. The State lias Chapter 
reorganised its forces, on modern lines, including a hat- 
tery of modern field guns; its great wealth renders its 
prestige high in the Muhammadan world, and the heir- 
apparent is married to the daughter of the last Sultan 
of Turkey. The vast majority of the States are certainly 
not better administered than Hyderabad. Baroda is an 
exception: it has a Legislative Council, part elected, 
and local adnunistration from the village ’panchiyat has 
been steadily reconstructed; infant marriage has been 
discouraged and the education of the Untouchables 
psainoted. But the Gaekwar is no more democratic than 
other princes; they believe in autocracy, and where the 
autocrats, especially ministers, are capable, their be- 
lief has much to justify it; the difl&culty is that much 
misrule and injustice still occur. On the other hand, 
some States have improved considerably their courts, 
appointing British judges or ofidcers with legal experi- 
ence in British India. Finance has often been marred 
by grave scandals, some quite recent. 

Since the taking-over of authority by the Crown, the 
duty of loyalty and allegiance have been insisted on. 
Successions are decided in case of dispute by the Gov- 
ernor-General, who has the right to assume guardian- 
ship of a minor ruler. Decorations, titles, and salutes 
are determined by the Crown, which also regulates the 
acceptance of foreign orders, and passports for travel 
are controUe^d by the Governor-General. Eulers have 
been expected to grant free of cost land for railway 
construction, and to cede jurisdiction, to accept the 
monopoly of telegraphs and telephones, and in part of 
postal services, and to acquiesce in control of the manu- 
facture and sale of arms. Influence has been brought 
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Chapter to bear to restrict State coinages, to secure tbe •com- 
plete control of opium for the Government of India, to 
perfect the monopoly in salt, and to reduce to a mini- 
mum the privilege of levying customs duties on sea- 
borne goods. During minorities administration has often 
been reformed and finance brought into a sound con- 
dition, only to be wasted when the young ruler is 
installed in power. “The sovereignty of the Crown is 
ever 3 rvsrhere unchallenged; it has itself laid down the 
limitations of its own prerogative”, was the view of 
Lord Curzon, and the policy of rendering the obliga- 
tions of the States uniform was persistently pursBftd 
under his regime by the Political Department, which, 
largely recruited from the Indian Army and the Indian 
Civil Service, has done much to preserve the States 
from the disasters which their own weakness must have 
brought on them. Eeaction against this system was 
natural, and it was greatly promoted by the tardy de- 
cision to abandon the policy long rigidly preserved of 
isolation of the princes. Lord Mrnto desired to secure 
their co-operation against the anarchic forces beginning 
to appear in India; their services in the war banished 
fear of their possible disloyalty, and the Montagu- 
Chehnsford schenafe created the Chamber of Princes in 
which 109 princes are represented separately, while 126 
choose 12 spokesmen. The Chamber has no executive 
functions, but is dehberative 'and consultative. The 
Governor-General is Presideiat; the Chamber elects its 
own Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor. Though the weight 



part of some great States, such as Mysore, Travancore, 
Hyderabad, and Kashmir, it has served to strengthen 
common action by the princes to secure concessions. 
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Ttfe difl&culties of the position of the States are Chapter 

patents Hereditary rule is always uncertain as a basis 1 

of efiective government; princes educated in the 
Princes’ Colleges or England have alike failed to show 
ability to rule, and the native plan of removal hy in- 
surrection is ruled out. To have democracy rising 
around them is inconsistent with the maintenance of 
autocracy; British intervention has, in 1932-3, been 
necessary to save Kashmir and Alwar from attacks 
from without. It is natural that pohticians in British 
India should have demanded that responsible govern- 
nKisft should be established in India, and that the rela- 
tions of the States with the Crown should be controlled 
by ministers; but the claim is clearly unjust and was 
definitely negatived by the Indian States Co mm ittee, 
1928-9, though its defence of the paramount rights of 
the Crown proved unacceptable to the States. On the 
other hand, whether the States federate or not, there 
are certain plain requisites of their continuance; a 
reasonable Civil List; representative assemblies as ad- 
visory or consultative bodies and for passing legisla- 
tion; a system of law based on modern principles; an 
impartial judiciary; a strong and efficient' Civil Service . 
with security of tenure; the subjection of the executive 
— except the ruler — ^to judicial control; and improve- 
ment of the armed forces by granting them adequate 
pay and recruiting officers from families with mihtary 
traditions.® The policy of providing for Indian State 
forces — 44,700-^^iIled on modern lines and properly 
equipped has become of increasing importance; such 

^ The India States (Protection) Act, 1934, seeks to protect them from 
agitation organised in British India and the influx of jathas, unarmed 
mobs of protest against State adndnistration. 

® Barton, The, Princes of India, p. 319. 
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Chapter forces Served with, valuable results in the wlir of 
1914-18. 

Little progress has been made as regards setthng 
difiS.culties between the States and the paramount 
power. The British Grovernment has agreed to the 
principle that in case of misgovemment being charged 
against a ruler he should be entitled to ask for a com- 
mission of enquiry to ascertain the facts, and that 
courts of arbitration roight be set up to decide dis- 
putes between two or more Indian States, or between 
an Indian State and the central or local government. 
But nothing has transpired m practice to show 4tert 
much value attaches to such a procedure. Moreover, 
as already mentioned, Lord Beading pronoimced 
definitely in 1926 that the Crown had sole right to 
decide any dispute as it thought fit, and derogation 
from that principle would involve risks. 

Reference has been made to the judicial authority 
exercised in the States by the Crown. In some cases, 
such as those of the petty rulers of Kathiawar, the 
small Rajput States in the Himalayas, some Punjab 
States, and the feudatory States of Bihar, Orissa, and 
the Central Provinces, jurisdiction is shared with the 
ruler, the higher jurisdiction being exercised by a 
British officer, or, where it can be exercised by the 
State, sanction for capital sentences is required from 
the British officer.^ In other cases during a time of 
difficulty jurisdiction may* be assumed by British 
officers. In other cases jurisdiction is based on formal 
or practical assent by the ruler; the Resident exer- 

1 The jurisdiction is political, not judicial, and not subject to appeal 
to the Privy Council: HmicTmnd, Demhmd v* Azam Sakarlal CMotamlak 
[1906] A.C. 212. 
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cises^'iirisdiction over the Eesidency area, sometimes ciiapter 
considerable, and those resident therein; he also 
exercises jurisdiction over European British subjects 
and foreigners, while Indian British subjects are 
normally left to be dealt with by the States. British 
military and civil stations are exempt from State 
jurisdiction, and for railway purposes ceded railway 
lands. 

The British Government also has relations with 
States on the borders of India which are not Indian 
States. Nepal, which formerly was, under treaty re- 
lsi*HCis dating from 1816, restricted in point of ex- 
ternal sovereignty, was recognised by Treaty of 1923 
as completely independent, externally as well as in- 
ternally, and all restrictions on the employment of 
Europeans or Americans were withdrawn and Nepal 
was permitted to import munitions of war freely so 
long as she remains on friendly terms with the Crown. 

The British Resident was replaced by an Envoy, and 
in 1934 a Nepalese Legation was opened in London. 

The Government is hereditary monarchy, coupled 
with a hereditary Prime Minister and Commander- 
in-Chief; under Sir Chandra Shumsher’s rule (1901-29) 
slavery was abolished, 60,000 slayes set free, and 
Kathmandu connected by telephone with India. But 
normally access to Nepal is closed, while India derives 
its splendid Gurkha forces, and many Gurkhas serve 
in the Assam, Burma, and Bengal police forces. 

The position of the small State of Bhutan is less 
independent. Since 1863, when portions of its territory 
were aimexed, it has been in receipt of a grant from 
India, fixed in 1910 at £6677 a year, while it has 
undertaken to be guided in external relations by 
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Chapter British, advice, while remaining internally inde/end- 
ent. A hereditary Maharajahship in 1907 replaced the 
former joint control by a spiritual and a temporal 
chief. 

Afghanistan until 1919 was definitely recognised as 
falling within the British sphere of influence, Eussia in 
1907 having conceded this point. In May 1919 an 
attack was made on India which was repelled, but 
difficulties of transport and the undesirability of 
large expenditure during a period of internal unrest 
led to acceptance of Afghan overtures for peace, 
which was restored in the same year, Afghaniato 
being declared internationally independent. This 
position was repeated by Treaty of November 22, 
1921, under which the external and internal inde- 
pendence of Afghanistan was recognised, the bound- 
ary adjusted, and arrangements made for the recep- 
tion of a legation at London and of consular officers 
at Calcutta, Bombay, Karachi, and Delhi, while a 
British Envoy was stationed at Kabul, and Consuls at 
Kandahar and Jalalabad. Friendly terms have since 
been maintained; on Amanulla’s expulsion Nadir Shah 
was recognised as king in 1929, and on his assassina- 
tion his son Mohamed Zahir Shah in 1933. 

The Indian States are not British territory, and the 
subjects of the rulers are therefore not natural-born 
British subjects. It has been held that they are capable 
of naturalisation under tbs legislation, in force in 
British India. They are not bound by statutes re- 
ferring to British subjects, buf in order to secure their 
position when outside India they are ranked as British 
protected persons,' aUd therefore in places where the 
Crown exercises extra-territorial jurisdiction they are 
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subjict to the courts of the Crown.^ The Indian legis- Chapter 

latures have no power to legislate for the States, 1 

though the central legislature may legislate for certain 
classes of persons in the States, and under federation 
the federal legislature will legislate for federal sub- 
jects affecting the States. The Indian courts have no 
jurisdiction over matters taking place in the States 
in general, but they have criminal jurisdiction over 
British subjects in respect of transactions in the 
States under certain conditions, though such matters 
may fall within the sphere of the court of the Resident. 
Tlfeft».formal authority for British jurisdiction when 
exercised is the Indian (Foreign Jurisdiction) Order 
in Council, 1902,® passed under the Foreign Juris- 
diction Act, 1890, and confirmed in 1916.® 


15. Defence 

Indian defence has been ^consistently under the 
supreme control of the Secretary of State for India, 
and this condition will remain even under the new 
constitution, pending such time as India may be able 
to discharge the obligation of securing her own de- 
fence. In the India Office he has a MiUtary Secretary, 
a high officer of recent Indian experience who does 
not, however, act as an Army Headquarters Stafi but 
performs secretarial functions on the same principle 
as Secretaries in the Civil Departments. In India 
the Governor-General has final responsibihty to the 

1 Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 1890, s. 15. 

^ The Governor-General may legislate by order and delegate powers 
necessary for the government of persons subject to British jurisdiction 
in the States. 

8 6 & 7 Geo. V. c. 37, s. 5; 25 So 26 Geo. V. c. 42, s. 294. 

2q 
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Chapter Secretary of State. The Commander-in-Chief in findia 
has regtdarly been a naember of the G-overnor-G-enerars 
Executive Council and of the Council of State since its 
inception. Under federation he will be a counsellor of 
the Governor-General and his representative in the 
legislature on army issues. He is responsible for army 
administration, the formulation and execution of 
policy, the efhcient maintenance of the force, and the 
execution of operations based on India. He is also 
responsible for the air force and Indian navy,^ which 
replaces the former Eoyal Indian Marine. He is aided 
by the Chief of the General Staff, the AdjujapHti- 
General, the Quartermaster - General, the Master- 
General of Ordnance, and the Air Officer Commanding. 
The Mihtary Secretary at the India Office maintains 
liaison between Indian Headquarters and the War 
Office. These officers, with the Secretary of the Army 
Department and the Finance Adviser, Mihtary Finance, 
Finance Department, make up the Mihtary Council 
which advises the Commander-in-Chief, but without 
joint responsibhity. 

India is divided into four commands in which a 
General Officer is responsible for command, adminis- 
tration, training, general efficiency, and internal 
security arrangements. The Indian forces as sanctioned 
in 1934r-5 include some 60,000 troops of the British 
Army of all arms; regular Indian forces much more 
numerous, some 155,000 of Ahe active Hgt, and 42,500 

^ Under the Indian Kavy Discipline Act, 1934, the force is placed con- 
stitutionally on a basis analogous to that of Dominion forces; in emer- 
gency it may be placed at the disposal of the Admiralty. Provision is 
made for Indianisation — ^the 1935 ratio being two British to one Indian 
of&cer. The force is small, 5 sloops and minor vessels. It flies the white 
ensign. 
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reserAAsts; the auxiliary force — 36,000 — of European 
British, subjects first created in 1920, ■which is -volun- 
tarily recruited, and trained; and the Indian Terri- 
torial Eorce. This force — 19,000 strong — ^is part of 
the scheme of Indianisation which is being applied 
as regards the regular forces to a whole division, in- 
cluding artillery. The Territorial Force opens oppor- 
tunities to Indians who are not of hereditary martial 
profession,^ and is to provide reinforcements for the 
regular army. There are provincial battalions, urban 
units, and University training corps; the principle is 
enij^djnent for six years with periodic training. Like 
the regular forces, the members may be called upon for 
service outside India in emergency. 

There are certain important constitutional issues 
affecting the employment of Indian forces outside 
India. It is clearly proper that they should be used for 
that purpose where defence of Indian territory demands 
expedhions over the borders of India, and that India 
should defray the cost is proper. But obviously the use 
of the forces for Imperial purposes is open to more 
serious difficulty, for the Dominions are not compelled 
to give aid in war save at their discretion. It has always 
been the rule that the use of such forces outside India 
for non-Indian ends proper shall be brought to the 
notice of Parliament, the rule being that payment can- 
not be defrayed from Indian funds without the ap- 
proval of Parlhiment. This requirement is continued in 


Chapter 

XL 


^ An essential difficulty in the way of Indian autonomy is presented 
by the fact that only a few races (Sikhs, Rajputs, etc.) provide recruits 
for the army. Indians are admitted to the Military Colleges at Woolwich 
and Sandhurst and the Air College at Cranwell, to the Staff College at 
Camberley, and there is an Indian Military Academy. Since 1917 Indians 
have been eligible for the IQng’s Commission. 
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the federal constitution in so far as the cost of Indian 
forces is to be borne by Indian funds only so far as they 
are used for Indian defence. It follows from this that in 
other cases the British Government must pay and must 
obtain Parliamentary sanction for such payment. But 
it is not proposed to limit the right of such employment 
if the Governor-General, with the approval or on the 
requisition of the British Government, deems action 
outside India in Imperial interest necessary. It must be 
admitted that the fact that so large a proportion of the 
British forces is tied up in India complicates the issue, 
and renders Dominion precedents hardly appljaaJMe. 
Further, the value of India as a school for British 
troops has been recognised since 1934 by the grant of 
an annual contribution of £1,500,000 each year from 
British funds to India as recognition of this service. 
India, of course, repays to the United Kingdom such 
proportion of the costs affecting the British troops 
supplied as may justly be attributed to their use for 
Indian service. 

Forces from India have in fact been used in several 
emergencies, as well as on a wholesale scale in the 
Great War. Their use outside India has raised a con- 
stitutional problem of some interest which was eagerly 
canvassed during the European crisis (1877-8) when 
Indian troops were brought to Malta in view of the 
possibihty of war with Turkey. It was contended that 
their employment without specific Parliamentary sanc- 
tion was unconstitutional.^ Clearly it would be so if 
they were introduced into the United Eiingdom, but 
there seems no conclusive reason to hold that, if used 
without the Kingdom, their employment wotild not be 
^ Cf. Aesoh, Ofomh (of, Keith), ii. 205, 206, 
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proper. After all, due security for the safety of the Chapter 
liberties of the subject is afforded by the necessity of 
providing for their pay and maintenance. 

It is clearly imperative that, while the Governor- 
General must be empowered to secure defence require- 
ments Sy issuing orders to the federal and provincial 
Governments for facilities of moving and stationing 
troops, etc., there must be brought about as close co- 
operation with ministers as possible and the legislature 
must be induced to support defence with intelligent 
appreciation of the issues involved.^ The Governor- 
Giaufi^al therefore must promote co-operation in these 
matters as far as is compatible with securing vital 
interests. 

Unfortunately, as has constantly been shown, as 
at Karachi in April 1935, the use of British troops is 
imperative to suppress communal rioting, and to pre- 
vent it leading to internecine strife on a large scale, as 
during the Moplah rising in 1921, when large numbers 
of Hindus were murdered or forcibly converted by the 
Muhammadans. The difibculty thus presented to the 
grant of full control to ministers over forces for the 
maintenance of internal security is serious. The fact 
that British troops are especially valuable, because 
they are free of suspicion of communal sympathies, has 
rendered it impossible to act on the suggestion made by 
the Simon Commission Keport that it might be possible 
to entrust external defense to Imperial forces while 
accelerating the possibility of responsible government 
in India by lea-^ng internal defence to Indian forces 
primarily. 

^ The central legislature in April 1935 rejected the votes for the Army 
department. 
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16. The Judicature and the Laws 

Chapter Eefexence has already been made to the changes in 
^ the Indian court system which will result from federa- 
tion. In substance, apart from the creation of a Federal 
Court, the existing system will stand, under which 
criminal and civil jurisdiction are vested in the High 
Courts in the majority of the provinces, or the Judicial 
Commissioners of the Central Provinces, Coorg, Sind, the 
North-West Frontier Province, and British Baluchistan. 
Subject to their control, the more important cri^pinal 
and civil causes are dealt with by sessions courts and 
magistrates and by district judges respectively, while 
minor cases are dealt with by justices of the peace, 
or village headmen, or in civil matters by small-debt 
courts. In tribal areas, such as British Baluchistan, 
local institutions such as the Council of Elders is em- 
ployed. Appeal lies on defined conditions from the 
High Courts and Judicial Commissioners’ Courts to the 
Privy Council which exercises a close control, and oc- 
casionally hears criminal appeals.^ 

While under the new regime the courts will remain 
without jurisdiction in revenue matters, they will 
apparently be able to issue the prerogative writs of 
mandamus or prohibition to ministers and counsellors, 
who are not to be exempt as under the Act of 1919 from 
the jurisdiction of the High- Courts. Thg immunity of 
such officers from criminal jurisdiction of the courts 
will disappear, and there is no repetition of the old rule 
that an order in writing by the Governor-General in 

^ Ms Behari Led v. King Emperor (1933), L.R. 60 Ind. App. 364; 
Sheo Swarup v. King Kmperor (1934), 61 Ind. App. 398. 
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Couacil shall be deemed to justify any act, lailess it Chapter 
affects a European British subject. Since legislation of ^ 
1923, unfair discrimination in favour of Europeans in 
regard to criminal trials has been abohshed; the present 
system, which is safeguarded under the constitution, is 
based on securing impartial justice in all causes where 
racial feeling might affect the judgment of a jury. 

The chief defects of the judicial system are due to the 
imperfect severance of judicial and executive functions, 
and to the close association of the magistrate with the 
police. But to remedy this state of affairs would he 
«Kta^mely costly, and much injustice might result as 
well as lack of eflffciency in the control of crime. 

The law administered in Indian courts is complex. 

The early charters did not contemplate anything more 
than enforcing English law, in respect of members or 
servants of the Company, in so far as this was permitted 
by local law. In 1661 the charter of Charles IL gave 
general power to judge according to English law; 
but territorial sovereignty proper was nominal out- 
side Madras, and the first portion of Indian territory 
definitely subject to absolute British sovereignty was 
Bombay, acquired by grant from Portugal. There 
Portuguese law was in operation,^ and not until 1672 
was English law substituted for it as the law of the 
courts. Even so, of course, both in Madras and Bombay 
the natives were largely permitted to settle their own 
disputes according to their own civil law. The charters 
granted to Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras in 1726 and 
1753 contempEited English law as the governing prin- 
ciple, but the latter set purported to exclude native 

^ Fawcett, Wirst Omtwry of British Justice in India (1934); Keith, 

Indian Historical Qmrterly^ xi. (1935), 57-69. 
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cases unless by agreement. The acquisition by/ tbe 
Company of tbe Diwani of Bengal, Bibar and Orissa, 
and its decision to exercise its authority by itself, led 
necessarily to tbe issue of regulations in 1772 by 
Hastings wbicb recognise tbe principle that causes 
should be decided according to tbe personal law' of the 
defendant. When tbe Supreme Court was created for 
Bengal by North’s Eegulating Act, 1773, it was to 
administer English law, but its jurisdiction was limited 
in extent, and, after grave difficulties bad arisen from 
tbe obscurity of tbe Act, it was made clear in 1781 that, 
while tbe Supreme Court was to have full jurisdigtjpB, 
over all inhabitants of Calcutta, in all matters 'of 
inheritance and succession to lands and goods- and in 
matters of contract and deabng between party and 
party, tbe decision must follow tbe personal law of tbe 
parties if they bad tbe same law; otherwise tbe prin- 
ciple must be tbe law of tbe defendant. Like principles 
were laid down for tbe^ Supreme Courts erected at 
Bombay (1823) and Madras (1801), and for tbe courts 
of tbe Company as its territorial acquisitions expanded. 
They were maintained when, after tbe transfer of 
autWity to tbe Crown, tbe Company’s courts and tbe 
Supreme Courts were merged under the Indian High 
Courts Act, 1861, in tbe present High Courts. Eor 
Europeans therefore tbe law of India is in tbe main 
English law, much afiected by statutory enactments; 
for non-Europeans there is 4;be appropriate personal 
law, tbe two great systems being tbe Hindu and tbe 
Muhammadan law, but with local vatiations, while 
increasing weight has been attached of recent years to 
local usage^ even where it differs from either of tbe two 
^ Cf. L. J. Bobertson, Gomp^ Leg. iv. 218-28. 
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greatisystems of Hindu law or those of Muhammadan chapter 
law. Among communities with special rules those of 
importance are the Parsis, the Jains, and Buddhists. 

Criminal law for Europeans and residents in the 
Presidency towns was English law;^ elsewhere the 
criminal law of the Muhammadan regime was applied 
with modifications in the way of humanity, until it was 
superseded by the Penal Code of 1860 which in general 
apphes to all persons in India. Criminal procedure® and 
civil procedure codes have also been enacted, and some 
other branches of the law codified as in the case of the 
la. w,-g f contract, but the codes usually save local cus- 
toifis or their conditions are restricted in scope to 
matters -not dealt with in Hindu or Muhammadan law. 

In the Indian States systems of Hindu and Mu- 
hammadan law subject to local custom prevail; in 
Hyderabad the rule stfil prevails that no murderer is 
sentenced to death unless the kin of the slam demands 
the penalty; happily even this practical immunity from 
the penalty has not rendered murder common in the 
State. 


17. British Burma, 

It was recogrdsed by the Simon Commission that in 
the interests of Burma with her predominatingly non- 
Indian population the hnk between that province and 
India should be severed. This view was shared by the 
British Gove^pment, but it met with some resistance 

^ How far statute law was introduced was disputed in connection 
with ISTandkiimar’s condemnation under an Act of 1728 for forgery; ap- 
parently only statutes up to 1726 were really in force; Morley, Digest 
of Oases in the Supreme Court, Introd. pp. xi, xxiii. 

® For the removal of racial discrimination in trials see ParL Pap, 
Cmd. 1823. 
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Chapter in Buxma,' where it was desired to secure in lieu the 
^ right to enter the Indian federation, with the power at 
will to retire thence. The motive of this impossible 
claim was the view that greater freedom could be 
attained within the federation, and that, when this 
position was secured, Burma might secede ana enjoy 
a wider authority than would be given to her as 
an independent Government. The view was plainly 
fallacious, and after discussion with two sessions of 
a Bound Table Conference,^ the British Govermnent, 
with the support of the Joint Select Committee, de- 
cided on the separation of Burma and the gr^jat tui 
a constitution based on that of federal India. This 
means, of course, that the powers of the Governor 
must include those of the Governor-General and the 
Governor of a province. 

The Governor, therefore, is given a Council of ten 
ministers, but he is to act at his discretion in respect 
of defence, ecclesiastical afiairs, external relations, 
monetary pohcy, currency, and coinage, the Shan 
States and similar areas, and areas which are not 
British territory; he may be aided in these matters by 
three counsellors. His special responsibilities include 
those of the Governor-General so far as applicable to 
Burma, and he has the same powers as Governors of 
provinces in respect of the poHce and the prevention 
of crimes against the Government. 

The legislature consists o£,a Senate sitj^ing for seven 
years, and a House of Eepresentatives sitting for five. 
The former has 36 members, half choseli by the Gover- 
nor at his discretion, half elected by the lower house by 
proportional representation. The Lower House of 132 

^ Par/. Paj?. Cmd. 4004. See Joint Committee Beport, L 389-408. 
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members is elective; ^ it represents non-communal con- chapter 
stituencies, 91 in number; Karens, Indians, Anglo- ^ 
Burmans, Europeans, commerce and industry, tie 
University, Indian and non-Indian labour. Matters as 
to qualification of members, privileges, rules of pro- 
cedure, and other questions are regulated as in India. 

The powers of the Senate are si m i l ar to those of a 
Legislative Council in India, and it has no voice in 
grants. The previous sanction of the G-ovemor extends 
to the same matters as in the case of the Governor- 
General so far as applicable, but there is added 
imnaigration legislation. This is due to the desire 
to’ control action against Indians, whose presence in 
Burma* is resented in some measure by the Burmese. 

The Governor has power to apply Acts to the Shan 
States and similar areas subject to such modifications 
as he desires, and to make regulations for them. He has 
also power to make ordinances subject to confirmation 
by tjie legislature, and, in respect of matters of his 
own special responsibilities or the exercise of his in- 
dividual judgment, he may issue ordinances or Acts 
as may be desirable. The powers of the Burmese 
legislature are subject to the same restrictions as those 
of the Indian legislatures, but unlike those of the 
provinces it can legislate for Burman subjects wherever 
they are. In regard to discrimination the restrictions 
imposed on legislation afiect not merely British sub- 
jects domiciled in the -.United Kingdom but also 
subjects domiciled in British India. 

Financial pfovisions follow those of the federation, 

^ 2,000,000 men and 700,000 women will be yoters, over 23 per cent 
of the population; the number of women illustrates the difference between 
India and Burma. 
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Chapter save that the House of Eepresentatives alone# has 
authority to assent to grants, and audit is entrusted 
to an Auditor-General holding on judicial tenure. 
Home accounts may be audited by the Auditor of 
Indian Home Accounts. The Federated Shan States 
stiU retain a special ftmd, controlled at the discretion 
of the Governor, and the Crown in Cormcil may de- 
termine payments to be made thence to Burmese 
revenues and vice versa. There is a Railway Board with 
similar functions to the Indian authority. 

The High Court is secured in the same manner as the 
Indian High Courts, and the services are simjiacljfe 
safeguarded, while the Secretary of State is authorised 
to select officers for the Burma Civil Service (Ckss I.), 
the Burma Civil Medical Service, and the Burma 
Pohce (Class L). A Burma Frontier Service corre- 
sponds to the pohtical service in India and is under the 
Governor’s control. There is a Burma Pubhc Service 
Commission with similar duties to those in India. 

In order to avoid undue disturbance in trade rela- 
tions power is given to the Crown in Council to regulate 
the duties to be imposed on goods exported from or 
into Burma or India; maintenance of the status quo 
for three years is arranged. Financial relations have 
been determined by a Commission, and the Crown in 
Council may regulate the monetary system of Burma, 
and may regulate immigration m the first instance. 
For advice ia Burmese matters the Secrej;ary of State 
may have three advisers, on terms similar to those 
applicable to Indian government. 

Most of Burma is British territory, but on the 
eastern boundary the Karenni States, 4000 square 
miles in area, are not British territory and there is a 
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smaM enckve, the Assigned Tract of Namwan, in like chapter 
condition. For these areas it will be necessary to eon- 
tinue to legislate under the procedure of the Foreign 
Jurisdiction Act. The other tribal areas for the most 
part will fall within the discretionary control of the 
Governor, but for the Salween district and some other 
lands he will only have a special responsibility to 
secure peace and good government. The miEtary de- 
fence of Burma is essentially bound up with the policing 
of the areas excluded from the normal control of the 
legislature, but the absence of any immediate danger 
-on-Jiiie frontier renders the maintenance of large 
British forces needless and defence can be concerted 
with India. 

The law of Burma differs from that in India in so 
far as Hindu law there has been modified by the 
principles of Buddhist rehgion, which is not based on 
caste distinctions, and by the racial characteristics of 
the Burmans. 

As in India, provision is made for the suspension of 
the constitution in the event of a deadlock. 

It rests with the King in Council to fix the date for 
the operation of the new constitution, and to alter, as 
in India, the composition of the legislature, the choice 
and qualifications of members, and the franchise. 
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The events of the last ten years have seen a deter- 
mined and successful effort to destroy the existing 
fabric of the Empire in order to assert the autonomy 
of the Dominions. The motive power has come from 
the three Dominions which in point of population are 
least British, if we restrict that term to cover E- ggli sk. 
and Scottish. In 1931 Canadians of Bnghsh race were 
reckoned at no more than 26-42 per cent of the popu- 
lation; the Scots were 12-97, the Irish 11-86, and the 
French 28-22, and in the ten years since 1931 the pro- 
portions had fallen in every case save the French. In 
the Irish Free State English and Scots form a negli- 
gible and dechning minority, and in the Union of ^outh 
Africa the racml predominance of the Dutch elements 
is unquestioned. These are the Dominions, moreover, 
where French, Irish, and Afrikaans compete with 
growing effect with Enghsh as a medium of everyday 
life. Canada, moreover, is naturally deeply affected by 
the pohtical outlook of the great repubhc to the south, 
with which it is in the most intimate commercial, 
financial, and intellectual contact. The vital question 
of defen^ is simplified immensely for tl^e Dominion 
by the existence of the Monroe Doctrine, which ex- 
plains the refusal of the Dominion to ihake prepara- 
tions for self-defence, and its complete lack of rer 
sponse to the suggestions of Australia in favour of 
Canadian co-operation in view of the risk of menace 
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from, the East, in special from Japan. On the other 
hand, the French-Canadian population is opposed to 
what might seem the natural pohcy of seeking in- 
clusion in the United States; it fears that its language, 
its law, its rehgion, its culture, might fare as badly as 
have tFose of Louisiana. British elements in Canada 
value the British connection, and realise that, while 
within the Empire, Canada enjoys a more effective 
status than she would as an independent republic 
dwarfed by the United States. But even the British 
are unable to take interest in the affairs of Europe, 
shaim^ with the people of the United States an in- 
capacity either to understand or to sympathise with 
the grave problems which the United Kingdom as part 
of the European system cannot evade. 

In the Irish Free State hostility to the United King- 
dom is the inevitable outcome of the long history of 
relations between England and Ireland. Unhappily for 
both countries, the existence of the Scots and English 
elements in Northern Ireland precludes the settle- 
ment on the hnes of an Irish Republic eloquently 
urged by Mr de Valera in April 1935. Whether the 
United Kingdom would accept the project of a re- 
public Hmited to the Irish Free State, it is impossible 
to say. The demand of the Free State for the reunion 
of the North precludes apparently an effective demand 
for republican status for the Free State area alone, 
The issue of defence adds |urther complication, though 
Mr de Valera has declared that a repubhcan G-ovem- 
ment would guarantee to the United Kingdom com- 
plete security against any use of its territories or 
waters for purposes of hostile attacks. 

In the Union the tradition of repubhcanism goes 
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back to the beginning of British connection -with the 
Cape. The hope that the generous treatment meted out 
to the Boers after the South African war might re- 
concile them to the sovereignty of the Crown has never 
been fulfilled, and the concessions made to Union 
autonomy have left a repubUcan opposition which is 
rather likely to gain than to lose strength. Moreover, 
the British population has clearly lost of late leader- 
ship and direction, with the passing out of politics of 
its former chiefs, and in the United South African 
Nationahst Party the principles of the Nationahsts 
have manifestly prevailed; the surrender of the British 
elements has been complete, save for a tiny remnfint, 
now reorganised as the Dominion Party. 

These three Dominions have successfully secured 
the disappearance of all that was formal in Imperial 
unity. The Union and the Free State have removed the 
British Government from any intervention between 
them and the King; the Canadian Govemmeiit stiH 
uses the Signet in the appointment of the Governor- 
General and the Great Seal of the Eeahn in its treaty- 
making, but otherwise it recognises the old bonds 
of coimeotion only in so far as its federal character 
renders necessary, namely in the amendment of the 
constitution and in the appeal to the Privy Council. 
The Free State has abolished the appeal; in the Union 
the power to abolish exists, and may soon be used. 

No doubt, if the result of Uiis plenitude of sovereign 
power were the desire to create real bonds of union, 
the situation would be gratifying. But, despite profuse 
assurances that freedom is the necessary prelude to 
co-operation, there has been vouchsafed no sign of 
the latter. The Minister of Defence of the Union has 
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explained categorically that the Union cannot plan 
co-operation with the British Government in case of 
hostihties, as that might fetter its freedom to pro- 
claim neutrality. Mr de Valera stressed in April 1935 
the fact that he had not even been asked to participate 
in discilssions of defence on the occasion of the King’s 
Jubilee celebrations, which he felt bound to decline to 
attend. Nor is Canada prepared to adopt any arrange- 
ment with the United Kingdom which might fetter 
its right to refuse assistance in a British war. It is 
not denied that a British war would, under present 
circumstances, mean a war in defence of League of 
Naftion ideals; but the Dominion regards the obliga- 
tions imposed by the League as too onerous, and has 
endeavoured to have Article X. deprived of all sub- 
stance. 

All three Dominions have accepted the right to 
separate representation at foreign courts and have 
developed their distinct position in the League of 
Nations. In one field, however, they appreciate the 
advantages of co-operation, that of trade exchanges. 
They have come to reahse that the British market has 
greater advantages than at one time appeared, and at 
Ottawa the unity of the Empire was revived to the 
extent that its units decided that they were entitled 
inter se to grant preferences to which foreign nations 
would have no claim despite the existence of most- 
favoured-nation clauses 451 treaties. Unfortunately, 
trade relations are apt to cause friction; the faiilure 
of Canada to afiord better terms for British manu- 
facturers, and Canadian demands which prevent the 
purchase of cheap lumber from Russia, afford reasons 
for doubting the permanent value of the Ottawa 

2e 
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accord of 1932, from the point of view of the Uaited 
Kingdom. But trade advantages, coupled with senti- 
ment and the real advantages of political connection 
with a great power, unquestionably suggest the main- 
tenance of the connection between Canada and the 
Union and the United Kingdom, so long at least as 
the United Kingdom is not engaged in a great Euro- 
pean conflict. 

Austraha and New Zealand have significantly shown 
httle desire to accept the Statute of Westminster; it is 
noteworthy that in the Commonwealth it is the Labour 
Party, which has a strong repubhcan and anti-Britislj, 
element coimected with it, which has shown most en- 
thusiasm for autonomy, and which insisted on select- 
ing an Austrahan to be Governor-General. Neither 
Dominion appoints diplomatic representatives over- 
seas; both are deeply concerned with the danger of 
troubles arising in the Pacific and desire to work in 
efiective combination with the British Government 
to secure theic position. Hence the contributions of 
New Zealand to the naval base at Singapore and the 
Australian determination to maintain an effective if 
small fleet unit whose vessels will be fit for exchange 
with British ships. Newfoundland in her distress foimd 
no help in Canada, and her loyalty to the British con- 
nection has been signally rewarded. 

In the dependent Empire strong reasons tell in 
favour of the maintenance qf unity. Britain has been 
generous to the West Indian Islands, which could not 
stand by themselves and would fare less well under 
United States control. In West and East Africa, de- 
spite the lamentable record of Kenya, British rule 
has been beneficial to the native races; it would be a 
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misf<|rtune if Nortliem Ehodesia were to fall under 
Union control, and even Southern Ehodesia would be 
a heavy loser by merger in a predominantly Afrikaans- 
speaking South Africa. The doctrine of trusteeship for 
native races is of far higher moral q[uality than that of 
domination and exploitation, however insidious may 
be the temptation to follow the latter. Ceylon can 
enjoy under British protection a degree of autonomy 
which would be denied to it otherwise. Mauritius, 
Hongkong, the Straits Settlements, and the Malay 
States are obviously gainers by British rule. The 
position of Gibraltar is determined by necessities of 
defence; in Malta there is the additional consideration 
that the vast mass of the population are not Italian 
by race, and that under the new British pohcy their 
language and culture are at last receiving due recog- 
nition. 

India presents grave problems. Maintenance of effec- 
tive British responsibility is inconsistent with pohtical 
advance in Western style, and, without much con- 
sideration either of past history or of the present 
world position of democratic rule, the British Govern- 
ment is pledged to introduce British principles of self- 
government into India. This project, however, has 
been coupled with the idea of creating an Indian 
federation to include the Indian States which are 
governed by autocrats. It has seemed possible, by 
creating a federal legislature with disproportionate 
representation for the States, to secure a conservative 
central Government and legislature, thus minimising 
the risk of introducing responsible government in 
the provinces. The working of so complex and arti- 
ficial a scheme must be awaited with interest. One 
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unforttmate feature of the movement for self-goyern- 
ment has been the demand in India for complete in- 
dependence with separation from the British Crown. 
The demand has been asserted to be the logical con- 
comitant of Dominion status as promised to India 
in 1929 and 1935 as its ultimate goal. There are 
obviously grave dangers in such an ideal for India, 
which is hardly likely to be able to preserve its in- 
dependence without British support. Unfortunately, 
the diSiculties which attend relations between India 
and the Dominions, and which offer no possibility of 
solution in the only acceptable sense of affording freg, 
entry to Indian emigrants, render the presence* of 
India in the Empire difficult to maintain permanently. 
On the other hand, the interests of the States point 
to their insistence on membership of the Empire as the 
essential condition of their own security. 

It is interesting to note that Dominion status has 
been regarded at times as a mode in which foreign 
States might seek connection with the Empire, as in 
the case of Egypt or even of Iceland. 

It is significant that no progress has been made in 
devising within the bounds of autonomy machinery 
for closer co-operation. Even the logically necessary 
step of creating a tribunal of permanent character to 
deal with inter-imperial disputes has failed to be 
taken, and the efforts of the British Government 
to encourage the residence^in London of Dominion 
minsters, members of their Cabinets, for more effec- 
tive consultation, have met with no response of lasting 
character; it is true that Mr Bruce thus represented 
Austraha in 1932-3, but, the immediate crisis over, 
he reverted to the High Commissionership under the 
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norn^al tenure. Nor have projects for concurrent legis- 
lation been swift to materialise; neither British nation- 
ality nor merchant shipping has induced general action, 
despite agreement in theory in 1930. 

In one matter there is an enduring community of 
interests among the units of the Empire. In the main 
all accept the doctrine of the sovereignty of the law 
and the necessity of ordered progress. There have been, 
it is true, signs throughout the Empire of a diminished 
regard for the sovereignty of Parliament. The opposi- 
tion to Home Eule in Ireland from 1912 to 1914 set 
^n example of defiance of law which palhates the 
Irish Eebellion, and helped British opinion to ac- 
quiesce»in the surrender of 1921 by the British Govern- 
ment to force majeure. The General Strike of 1926, in 
which the leaders of the Labour Party were implicated, 
was a definite attempt to destroy government by 
consent, and in every election since 1922 deliberate 
efforts have been made to prevent discussion by 
methods of violence. Canada has not been without 
experience of resistance to law, since in 1917-18 con- 
scription resulted in wholesale evasion, and in 1919 
Winnipeg was for a time in the hands of mob rule. In 
Austraha and New Zealand Labour has organised 
attacks on security of communications, the supply of 
food and fuel, and the maintenance of the public 
services; in 1923 the Commonwealth had under the 
constitution to supply '^ctoria with military aid in 
the crisis of a police strike. On the Band in 1922 the 
Union Government was confronted by an armed re- 
bellion, and, though it put it down, it paid for its 
firmness by defeat by a coalition between Labour and 
the Nationalists in 1924. In Ii\dia the reform scheme 
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has been opposed by boycott, by non-co-operation, 
and especially in Bengal by a most systematic terror- 
ism. All these manifestations have so far been met and 
repelled by the good sense of Governments and people. 
But there is far too much evidence of a widespread 
failure to realise the fundamental importance of the 
rule of law, and the necessity that reforms should be 
effected by legal means. 
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of. 12, 487 

British Honduras, Crown Colony, 21, 
48> 467, 473, 476 

British India, 26, 644-81, 693- 
601; Church, 259; constitutional 
changes, 48, 580, 581; Courtly 66, 


577, 578, 598,- 599; defence. 693-7; 
foreign affairs, 86, 133; Governor, 
29, 271; Government, 547-81; legal 
liability of Government, 676; legis- 
lation, 401, 544, 546; Montagu- 
Chelmsford reforms, 547-53; posi- 
tion of Indiana in Empire, 195-207, 
612; relation to Imperial Confer- 
ence, 153, 180, 181; to League of 
Nations^ 154, 155; wiQi Empire, 
611, 612; relations with Burma, 
603, 604; responsible government 
in transition, 28, 29, 550, 551, 556, 
557, 563, 564; views on Turkey, 161 
British India, definition of, 581, 582 
British Indians, position of, in 
Dominions, 165, 195-207; grave 
difficulty created by issue of, 612 
British Islands, 20, 375 n. 1 
British Nationality and Status of 
Aliens Acts, 1914-33, 3^115-1^ 
difficulty of concerted aoffln ^ to, 
613 

British North America Acts, 1867- 
1930, 41, 44, 45, 219, 385, 417-23 
British North Borneo, Protected 
State, 23, 191, 512, 513 
British protected persons, 493, 501, 
582 

British Settlements Act, 1887, 214, 
432, 468 

British Solomon Islands, Protector- 
ate, 22, 217, 465, 504, 506 
British South Africa Company, 453, 
454, 455, 456, 459, 499; control of 
Rhodesia, 453-5 

British sovereignty over British 
India, 544, 545; cannot be affected 
by Indian legislature, 671 
British subjects, 115-22, 464; treaty 
rights of, 132; persons in Protec- 
torates are not, 501, 582; position 
of, in event of unilateral declara- 
tion of secession, xii 
Brooke, Sir James, Rajah of Sara- 
wak, 511 

Brunei, Protected State, 23, 498, 611, 
512, 513 

Brussels Conference Treaty, 1890, 
♦ 498 

Bryce, Lord, Committee on House of 
Lords Reform, 328 n, 1 
Buganda, ruler^f, 216 
Bureau of Hygiene and Tropical 
Diseases, 194 

Burma, British, 25, 646; new consti- 
tution of, 601-5 
Burma Civil Service, 604 
Burma Erontier Service, 604 • 
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Burma Medical Service, 604 
Burnia Police, 604 
Burma Public Service Commission, 
604 

Buxton, Earl, on Rhodesian govern- 
ment, 455 

Byng, Viscount, Governor-General of 
Canada, refuses dissolution to Mr 
MacKenzie King (1926), 391 


Cabinet, United Kingdom, 272*9, 
356, 357; Committees, 278; con- 
trols Parliament, 278; reform of, 
339, 340; Dominions, 397, 398; 
India, 556, 563; Irish Eree State, 
379; Malta, 451; Northern Ireland, 
366; Southern Rhodesia, 458 
Cabinet Ministers, must have seats in 
Parliament, 7, 286, 366, 379, 387 
Cabinet secrecy, 274, 275 
Cajcin^ secretariat, 275 
Cachet seal, use of, 282 1 

Cameroons (Kamerun), mandated 
territory, 23, 533 

Campbell-Bannerman, Rt. Hon. Sir 
Henry, Secretary of State for War 
in 1895, 317 1; frime Minister 

(1906-8), 276 

Canada, Upper and Lower, 384; 
united in 1841, 385; re-divided as 
Ontario and Quebec, 385 
Canada, a Dominion, 19, 24; ad- 
visory judgments, 59; appeals from 
Courts, V, 17 1, 57, 60, 62, 64; 

Church, 257, 258; constitutional 
changes, 36, 44, 45; copyright con- 
troversy, 102; Courts, 445, 446; 
created by Imperial Act, 41; de- 
fence, 147, 148, 173, 174, 436-8; 
extra-territorial legislation, 39, 40, 
148; foreign relations, 82, 83, 
89, 100, 123, 124, 131, 132, 133, 
134; Governor-General, 391, 392; 
honours, 73, 74, 75; House of Com- 
mons, 400, 401; labour troubles, 
613; law, 448, 449; Ministers and 
Cabinet, 397, 398; nationality, 105, 
120, 132; North American Indians, 
219-21; Orient^ immigration, 1^7, 
198; public service, 39^9, 400; pre- 
ferential trade, 188, 189, 190; 
relation to Enfpire, 606-10; to 
Japan, 158, 159; to League of 
Nations, 100-106; relations of two 
Houses, 149, 409; Senate, 149, 405, 
409; views on Turkish affairs, 161; 
war efforts, 150, 151; war flag, 78 
Canadian cattle, admission of, into 


United Kngdom, controversy 
over, 184, 185 

Canadian Minister, at Washington, 
89-91, 111 

Canadian nationality, 105, 120; 

rights based on, 132 
Canadian Nationals Definition Act, 
1921, of Canada, 105, 120 
Canadian Navy, 147, 148, 437 
Canadian Provinces, constitutional 
changes, 44, 45; Courts, 446, 447; 
law, 448, 449; Legislative Coun- 
cils, 405, 409; Lieutenant-Gover- 
nors, 44, 45, 388, 389, 416, 422, 
443; lower Houses, 401; relations 
with Dominion, 416-23 
Canning, Rt. Hon. George, 268 
Canons, appointment of, 254 
Canons, enactment of, 251 
Cape of Good Hope, Province, Union 
of South Africa, 25, 387; law of, 12, 
449; native franchise, 46, 47, 225, 
231 

Capital ships, tonnage limited by 
treaty, 162 

Carolim, case of the, 247 
Caroline Island, 490 
Caucus, development of, 319; in 
Dominions, 398 
Cave, Lord, 328 n, 1 
Cayman Islands, dependency of 
Jamaica, 479 n, 1 

Ceded colonies, Crown legislation for, 
^ 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 295, 467, 468 
Censorsfcdp of the Press, 239 
Central Criminal Court, Dublin, 380 
Central federal government of India, 
relations with provinces, 566-70, 
673; with States, 566-70, 573; as 
to finance, 673-7 

Central government of Canada, rela- 
tions with provinces, 416-23 
Central government of Common- 
wealth of Australia, relations with 
States, 423-9 

Central government of Leeward 
Islands, relations with Presiden- 
cies, 476, 477 

Central government of the Union of 
South Africa, relations with pro- 
vinces, 432-5 

Central oiffices, of parties, 321, 322 
Central Provinces, India, 546, 562, 
598 

Certiorari, writ of, 249, 250, 252 n. 2 
Cession, law of colony acq^uhed by, 
12; of Bombay, 599; now approve 
by Parliament, 114; of rights of 
f rotection, viii, ix 
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Ceylon, Crown Colony, 20, 218, 460- 
462, 468; garrison of, 485; law of, 
12, 487, 488 

Chair, Sir Dudley de, 393 
Chairman of Committees, House of 
Commons, 306 

Chamber of Deputies, Dail Eireann, 
376, 377 

Chamber of Princes, India, 588 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hon. Joseph, Sec- 
retary of State for the Colonies 
(1895-1903), 51, 124, 136, 138,318, 
319 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster, 280, 286 

Chancellor of the Exchequer, 280, 
282, 356 

Chancery Division of the High Court 
of England, 358 

Chandra Shumsher, Sir, liberates 
slaves in Nepal, 591 
Channel Islands, 20, 279, 368-72 
Charge d’ Affaires, 108 
Charles I, claims for prerogative by 
lawyers of, 15 

Charles II, charter to East India Co., 
599 

Charters of Incorporation, 294 
Charters of Justice, 16 
Chelmsford, Lord, Governor- General 
of India, 547 

Chief Commissioners’ Provinces, 
India, 566, 574 

Chief of Staff, Committee of ImperiaV 
Defence, 177, 356, 357 
Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies, 
362 

Chief Secretary for Ireland, office 
now abolished, 282 
Chiefs of Staff, Australia, 438; 
Canada, 436 

Chiltern Hundreds, Stewardship of, 
307 

China, British relations with, 39, 495, 
496; forces in, 362; extra-territorial 
jurisdiction in, 39, 40, 492, 493; 
Washington treaties as to, 162, 
163 

Chinese, in Samoa, 526, 527; in Nauru, 
532; naturalised in British Colum- 
bia, 400 

Christmas Island, 490 
Church and State, 251-60 
Church Courts, 253, 254 
Church Discipline Act, 1840, 253 
Church of England, 251-5; in Wales, 
254; in Ireland, 256, 257; overseas, 
257-9; relation of Crown to, 263, 
295 


Church of England Assembly 
(Powers) Act, 1919, 251 ^ 

Church of Ireland, 254, 255 
Church of Province of South Africa, 
258 

Church of Scotland, 255, 256 
Church of Scotland Act, 1921, 256 
Churches, native, in Union of South 
Africa, 231, 233 
Churchill, Rt. Hon. W. S.,'^10 
Civil List, 263 1 

Civil Service, in United Kingdom, 
287-91; growing^ power of, 292; 
honours for, 72; in Crown Colonies 
and Protectorates, 481, 482, 502; 
in Dominions, 290, 399, 400; pre- 
rogative control over, 295; special 
position of, in India, 578-80; in 
Burma, 604 

Civil Service Commissions, in United 
Kingdom, 288, 289; in Dominions, 
399; in India, 579; in Burma, 604; 
in Ceylon, 461 

Clergy Discipline Act, 1892^ 263 
Clerk of the Council and Secretary to 
the Cabinet, 279 

Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 271, 
281, 307 

Clerk of the House of Commons, 306 
Closure in House of Commons, 323, 
and see Time Limits 
Coasting trade, colonial control of, 
32 

Codex Sinaiticus, purchase o4, xiv, 
347 n. 1 

Coinage, regulation of, 78 n. 2; pre- 
rogative not delegated to Gover- 
nor, 389; in Indian States restricted 
where possible, 588 
Coinage Acts, 1870 and 1920, 295 
Colonial Advisory Medical Com- 
mittee, 193 

Colonial Audit Department, 194, 195 
Colonial bishops, 257, 258 
Colonial Boundaries Act, 1895, 464 
n. 1 

Colonial Conference, 1887, 179, 180 

1894, at Ottawa, 125, 180 

1897, 51, 138, 145, 180 

-♦—1902, 138, 144, 146, 180 

1907, 144, 180, 181 

Colonial Courts of Admiralty, 448 
Colonial Courts %i Admiralty Act, 
1890, 49, 448; no longer applicable 
to Canada, Irish Free State, and 
Union of South Africa on certain 
points, 65 

Colonial Development Advisory 
Committee, 193, 194 
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Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865, 
15 isb, 1, 30, 31, 36, 37, 41, 43, 44, 
47, 475; and Statute of West- 
minster, 36, 37, 475 
Colonial Naval Defence Act, 1931, 
replacing Act of 1865, 145, 485 
Colonial Office, see Secretary of State 
for the Colonies 

Colonial Office Conference, 190, 191 
Colonial Research Committee, 193 
Colonial Stock Act, 1900-1934, 53 n. 2 
Colonies, international status, 86, 87, 
97, 107; list of, 20-22; as distinct 
from Protectorates, 463-6; see 
Dominions and Crown Colonies 
Colour bar in Union of South Africa, 
233 

Coloured persons in Union of South 
Africa, 233 

Combined Court, British Guiana, 
472 


Comm|§.der-in-Chief, India, 594 
Cofhmercial diplomatic officers, 110, 
185 

Commercial discrimination against 
British in India, 571, 572 
Commercial negotiations. Imperial 
co-operation in, 123-34 
Commissioners of Inland Eevenue, 
249, 341 

Commissioners of Woods and Forests, 
now Crown Lands, 283, 341 
Commissioners of Works, 285 
Committee of Imperial Defence, 141, 
144, *145, 177, 278, 279, 355, 356, 
367 

Committee of Public Accounts, 
United Kingdom, 344, 346; in 
India, 550 

Committee of Supply, United Eong- 
dom, 329, 330, 343 
Committee of Ways and Means, 
United Kingdom, 329, 330, 343 
Committee on Ministers’ Powers, 
report of, 299-301; ignored by 
Government, xui 

Committees, suggestion of, as means 
of control of administration, 337, 
338 


Committees of House of Commoi^, 
to enquire into ^ecutive matters, 
316; Standing, 324 
Committees of the i^rivy Council, 279 
Common law, application of, 11; 
character of, 362; overseas, 448, 
449, 487; prerogative fixed by, 


11-13 

Commonwealth, 
ditions. under, 


constitutional con* 
5 


Commonwealth of Australia a 
Dominion, 19, 24; aborigines, 221, 
222; appeals from courts, 49, 
57-9; Church, 268; constitutional 
changes, 36, 45, 46, 428, 429; courts, 
446, 447; created ]3y Imperial Act, 
41; defence, 145-7, 148, 438-40; 
denies right of secession, 43; division 
of powers with States, 423-5; flag, 
78; foreign relations, 83; Governor- 
General, 221, 222, 388, 423, 424; 
labour troubles, 613; law, 448, 449; 
Ministers and Cabinet, 397, 398; 
nationality, 119; Oriental immigra- 
tion, 196, 205; preferential trade, 
189, 190; relation to Empire, 610; 
to Japan, 157-9; to League of 
Nations, 100-106; relations of two 
Houses, 410, 411; Representatives, 
House of, 402, 403; reservation of 
Bills, 60; responsible government, 
9, 387; Senate, 406, 406; shipping 
legislation, 38; Statute of West- 
minster and, 34, 35, 37; views on 
Turkish situation, 160, 161; war 
effort, 150, 151 

Commonwealth of Australia Con- 
stitution, s. 122, legislation under, 
430 

Commonwealth ’ of Australia Con- 
stitution Act, 1900, 38, 41 
Communal representation in India, 
549, 550, 658, 564; in Burma, 603; 
in Kenya, 202 

^Communication, channels of inter- 
Imperial, 79-86, 394, 395 
Communication with foreign powers, 
channel of Dominion and Indian, 
83-6, 171 

Communications Company, formed 
in 1929, 188 

Comptroller and Auditor-General in 
United Kingdom, 342, 345, 346, 
347; in Irish Free State, 378 
Compulsory service in war time, in 
Dominions, 151, 152, 438 
Conference on Cable and Wireless 
Communications, 1929, 187 
Confidence, vote of want of, termin- 
ating ministries, 316, 317 
Connaught, Duke of, 396; Prince 
Arthur of, 396 

Conquered colony, law of, 12; legisla- 
tion by Crown for, 15, 16, 21, 22, 
23, 295, 467, 468 

Conservative Party, in United King- 
dom, 337 

Consolidated Fund, United King- 
dom, 329, 330, 341, 342 
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Constituent Assembly, Irish T'ree 
State, 377 

Constituent powers of Dominion and 
colonial legislatures, 43-8, 475; 
Canada, 36, 44, 45, Ceylon, 462; 
Commonwealth of Australia, 36, 
46, 46; India, 48, 580, 581; Irish 
Free State, 47, 48, 378; Leeward 
Islands, 477; Malta, 451; New 
Zealand, 46; Southern Rhodesia, 
458; Union of South Africa, 46, 47; 
United Kingdom, 6, 6 
Constitution (Amendment No. 16} 
Act, 1929, Irish Free State, 48 
Constitution (Amendment No. 17) 
Act, 1931, Irish Free State, 10, 381 
Constitution (Amendment No. 22) 
Act, 1933, Irish Free State, v, 63, 
381 

Constitution (Amendment No. 24) 
Act, 1935, Irish Free State, 377 
Constitution (Removal of Oath) Act, 
1933, Irish Free State, 48, 375 n, 3, 
376 n, 1, 378 

Constitution Act, 1791, Canada, 
endows Established Church of 
England, 257, 258 

Constitutional Conference, proposed 
in 1917, 156; deferred, 157, 169, 
160 

Constitutional development, of the 
Dominions, 4, 5, 384; of Ceylon, 
460; of India, 544-57; of Southern 
Rhodesia, 453-7; of West Indies, 
476-9 

Constitutional law, nature of, 1-10; 
sources of, 10-17 

Constitutional structure of the Em- 
pire, 18, 19; table of, 20-25 
Consular Courts, 109, 491-4 
Consular ofi&cers, in certain cases 
selected from Indian services, 85 
Consuls, 109, 110; jurisdiction of, 
109, 491-4; of Dominions, 113 
Control of Dominion and colonial 
legislation by Courts, 56; by Im- 
perial Government, 48-53 
Convention on Air Navigation, 106 
— on Regulation of Whaling, 1931, 
37 

Conventions of constitutional usage, 
6, 7, 14; binding force of, 7-9 
Convocations, powers of, 251, 252 
Cook Islands, New Zealand, govern- 
ment of, 223, 224, 432 
Co-operation, in commercial negotia- 
tions in the Empire, 123-34; in 
defence before 1914, 142-9; after 
war, 172-8; in foreign policy be:^re 


1914, 134-42; after war, 157-72; in 
war of 1914-18, 149-57; Ifoaited 
extent and character of, 608-10 
Coorg, India, 566, 598; annexation 
of, 584 

Copyright Conference, 1910, 182 
Corfu, Italian attack on, 164 
Cornwall, Duke of, 264; revenues of 
Duchy, 263 n. 1 

Corporate bodies, powder to create, 
389 

Council of Action, efforts to coerce 
British Government, 332 

— of Ireland, 366 

— of Secretary of State for India, 
579, 580; for Burma, 604 

— of State, in India, under Act of 
1919, 551; of 1935, xi, xii, 557, 
558, 559, 561; style of members, 76 

County Courts, in England, 358 
Court of Appeal, colonial system, 

486, 487 ^ 

for Eastern Africa, 486, 

487, 502, 520, 534 

for West Africa, 487, 502 

in England, 60, 358, 359, 

360, 361 

in Northern Ireland, 360, 

368 

— of Common Pleas, 358, 361 

— of Criminal Appeal, in England, 
359, 360 n. 2; in Isle of Man, 373; 
in Colonies, 486; in Northern Ire- 
land, 368 

— of General Gaol Delivery in Isle of 
Man, 373 

— of Policy, British Guiana, 472 

— of Session, in Scotland, 359 

— of Tynwald, in Isle of Man, 372-3 
Courts, control over executive by, 6, 

8, 9, 54; of Brunei, 513 n. 2; of 
British North Borneo, 513; of 
Burma, 604; of Channel Islands, 
370, 371; of Crown Colonies and 
Protectorates, 486, 487, 502; of 
Dominions, 445-8; of England, 
357-62; of India, 577, 578; of Isle 
of Man, 373; of Irish Free State, 
380, 381; of Malay States, 510; of 
^orthem Ireland, 368; of Pales- 
tine, 539; of Pa;]^a, 431; of Samoa, 
526; of Scotland, 359; of Tonga, 
513; of Zanzibar, 519, 520 + 
Courts-Martial, 353, 364; in Irish 
Free State, 381, 382 
Creation of peers, 14, 309; to solve 
deadlock, 325 

Criminal Appeals, to House of Lords, 
360; in Northern Ireland, 368 
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Criminal cases, appeal to Privy 
Couniteil in, v, 63, 64, 598 
Cripps, Sir S., 292, 598 
Cromwell, Oliver, advocates rigid 
constitution, 5 

Crown, authority of, 12, 14-16, 25-30; 
creation of peers by, 14, 309, 
310, 325; direct relations with 
Dominions, 80, 96, 97; hereditary 
character of, 263; in Parliament, 
311-16; legislative power for Colo- 
nies and Protectorates, 15, 16, 21, 
22, 23, 295, 467, 468; relation to 
Channel Islands, 368-72; to Church 
of England, 251, 254; to Crown 
Colonies, 463, 467, 468, 469; to 
Dominions, 388, 608; to India, 644; 
to Indian States, 581; to Isle of 
Man, 372, 373; to Malta, 452, 453; 
to Northern Ireland, 364; to Pro- 
tectorates, 463, 499; to Southern 
Rhodama, 454; to States of Aus- 
trS^lia, 423; treason to, 264 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, 84, 
194, 48^ 

Crown Colonies, defined, 463; appeals 
from courts, 56-64, 486; Church of 
England, 259, 260; constitutional 
changes, 43, 44, 48; Crown’s legis- 
lative powers over, 13, 15, 16, 21, 
22, 23, 295, 467, 468; governments 
of, 470-75; Imperial control over, 
27, 28, 29, 470, 474, 482; judiciary, 
486, Jl:87; legislation, 37-43, 476; 
Parliamentary legislation for, 37, 
469; prerogative in, 12, 13; sources 
of constitutions, 466-9 
Crown Office in Chancery, 271, 281, 
307 

Currency, reservation of Bills affec- 
ting, 50; Boards controlling, 194 
Curzon, Marquis, does not become 
Prime Minister, 8, 276; on sover- 
eignty in India, 588 
Customs, 340 

Customs and Excise department, 341 
Cyprus, annexation of, 117 n. 1; 
government of, 21, 22, 472, 473; 
, defence of, 485; law of, 488; police 
of, 484 1 

Dail Eireann, me Chamber of 
Deputies • 

Dardanelles Commission, 284, 316 
Deakin, A., 146 

Declaration of London, 1909, 139 
Declaratory judgments, 54, 249 
Deans, 261, 264 

Defence, of Empire, 142-9, 150r53; of 


Crown Colonies and Protectorates, 
484, 485; of Dominions, 436-45; of 
Irish Free State, 382; of Iraq, 541; 
of Malta, 453; of Southern Rho- 
desia, 458, 459; of United King- 
dom, 350-57 

Defence Act (Amendment) and 
Dominion Forces Act, 1932, Union 
of South Africa, 441 n. 1 
Defence Committees, in Dominions, 
projected (idea revived in 1935), 
145; in Australia, 438 
Defence Councils, in Dominions, 436, 
438, 442, 444 

Defence expenditure. United King- 
dom, 355, 356, 357 
Defence of the Realm Acts, 242, 
295 n, 1 

Delegated legislative j)ower, 10, 16, 
37, 38, 296-8; limits on, 297; not 
applicable to legislatures, 38 
Delhi, capital of India, 546, 566 
Demise of the Crown, does not affiect 
duration of Parliament, 312; or 
tenure of office, 312 
Dent, Sir A., and North Borneo, 512 
Depressed classes, India, special re- 
presentation of, 649, 558 
Deputy Governor, in Colonies, 482; 

in Dominions, 389 
De Valera, E., President of Council, 
Irish Free State (since 1932), 66, 
99, 178, 382, 607, 609 
Development of responsible govern- 
• ment in Dominions, 385-8; in 
India, 650, 551, 666, 557, 663, 564; 
in United Kingdom, 273, 274 
Devolution, as remedy for Parlia- 
mentary defects, 333, 334 
Devonshire, Duke of, on policy in 
Kenya, 210 

Differential duties, removal of re- 
strictions on imposition of, 50, 52 
Bindings, cession of, ix, 118 
Diplomatic agents, royal prerogative 
of apipointing and receiving, 14; 
fimctions, 108, 109; their immuni- 
ties, 110 

Diplomatic Immunities Acts, 1932-4, 
Union of South Africa, 113 
Diplomatic representation of Do- 
minions, 89-91; relations to British 
representatives, 171 
Direct communications between 
Prime Ministers of Empire, 79, 167 
Director of Public Prosecutions, 
England, 239 

Disallowance of Dominion Acts, 6, 
4%60, 50-53; of Colonial Acts, 50, 
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474; of Indian Acts, 560, 565; of 
provincial Acts in Canada, 417; 
of State Acts in Australia, 49, 52, 53 
“Discovery” Committee, 193 
Dismissal of Ministers, in United 
Kingdom, 266, 315; in Dominions 
and States, 394; not in Irish Free 
State, 379 

Disputes between Houses of Parlia- 
ment, 325-9; in Irish Free State, 
376; in Northern Ireland, 368 
Disqualifications for franchise, in 
United Kingdom, 304; for member- 
ship of Parliament, 304, 305; in 
Dominions, 404, 405 
Dissolution of Parliament, Crown’s 
power of, 14, 313, 314; as affected 
by House of Lords, 326; in the 
Dominions, 33, 390-92; in Irish 
Free State, 379; in India, 559, 565; 
in Australian States, 392, 393 
Distribution of legislative and execu- 
tive power, in Canada, 417-23; in 
Commonwealth of Australia, 423- 
429; in India, 667-70; in Leeward 
Islands, 476; in Union of South 
Africa, 433, 434 
Divorce legislation, 60, 61 n. 2 
Diwani of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, 
600 

Domestic slavery, illegality of, 
209 n, 1, 464 

Dominica, Leeward Islands Presi- 
dency, 21, 467, 476 
Dominion control of native racer, 
219-33; in mandated territory, 
52433 

Dominion legislation, Imperial con- 
trol of, now abrogated, 48-50 
Dominion Party, Union of South 
Africa, 608 

Dominion status, 33-7 
Dominion votes in !]^gue of Nations, 
106 

Dominions, appeals from courts of, 
56, 64; application of title to, 19, 
24, 25, 180; basis of constitutions, 
16, 386-8, 449; co-operation with 
United Kingdom in foreign affairs 
and defence, 122-78; in domestic 
affairs, 179-95; former control by 
Imperial Government in respect of 
foreign affairs, 89; of legislation, 
48-60; nationality, 119-22; relation 
to Empire, 607-10; to India, 195- 
207; League of Nations, 41, 87, 
100-106; representation at foreign 
Courts, 89-91, 94, 95, 111, 112, 609; 
status of, under Statute of \^st- 


minster, 1931, 33-5, 610; suprem- 
acy of Imperial legislaiton as 
regards, 32-6; troops only stationed 
in, with consent, 32. also Flags, 
Nationality, Seals 
Dominions Royal Commission, 183 
Donoughmore, Lord, Ceylon Com- 
mission under, 460 
Double nationality, 115 
Droit administratif, how# far recog- 
nised in England, 235, 236; in 
Union of South Africa, 232 
Duke of Connaught, Governor- 
General of Canada, 396 
Duke of Cornwall, title of King’s 
eldest son, 264; revenues of, 
263 1 

Duke of Gloucester, visits Dominions, 
70 n. 1 

Duration of Parliament, 265, 312; in 
Burma, 602; in Dominions, 392, 
401, 402, 403; in Isle of Man, 373* 
in India, 559, 564; in Irish Free 
State, 377; in Malta, 452; in New 
Zealand, 392; in Northern Ireland, 
366; in Southern Rhodesia, 458 n. 1; 
in United Kingdom, 14, 265, 312 
Durham, Bishop of, sits in House of 
Lords, 310 

Durham, Earl of, report on Canadian 
government, 384, 385 
Dutch Reformed Church, Union of 
South Africa, 258 

Dyarchy, in India, 548, 549, 556, 567; 
in Malta, 450-52; not in West 
Indies, 479 


Earl of Chester, King’s eldest son 
created, 264 

East Africa, 210, 213; benefits of 
British rule, 610; Court of Appeal 
for, 486, 487, 502, 520, 534; Cur- 
rency Board for, 194 
East Africa Protectorate, 465 n. 1, 
466 

Eastern Bengal, Province, 545 
East India Co., 544, 699, 600 
Ecclesiastical Committee of Parlia- 
ment, 252 

Eden, A., Mni^er for League of 
Nations Affairs, ix 
Education, privileges for denomina- 
tional, in Canada, 421; safeguards 
for, in India, 565, 666 
Edward VII, King, 180, 268 

310W independent State, 18, 
23, 294 n. 1, 614-17, 612; air force 
in, 353; garrison of, 352, 517 
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Eiectio|is, ^<76 Franchise; clerical 
influence over, 240 
Electoral petitions, 308 
Electorate, extension of, 278, 319 
Electricity Commissioners, 301 
Elgin, Earl of, Governor-General of 
Canada (1847-54), 123, 385 
Elgin, Earl of, Secretary of State for 
the Coloiij[es (1906-8), 200, 202 
Elizabeth, Queen of Bohemia, 263 
Emergency Powers Act, 1920, 242 
n\ 1, 292, 293, 295, 296 
Emigration, Imperial, 183, 184, 285 
Emir of Trans- Jordan, 539, 540 
Emirs, use of, in Nigerian administra- 
tion, 212 

Emperor in India, 544; King as, 544 
Empire and League of Nations, 100- 
106 

Empire Forestry Conference, Stand- 
— ^ ing Committee, 193 
Empire Marketing Board, 187, 192 
Empire Settlement Act, 1922, 82, 
184, 285. 

Envoys, 108 

Episcopal Church of Scotland, 256 
Estimates, in United Kingdom, 
framing of, 330; Parliamentary 
Committee on, 330; in Indian 
federation, 560, 561 
Etats de UMib^ration, Guernsey, 371 
ifitats d’lfilection, Guernsey, 371 
Ethiopia, see Abyssinia 
Europe^s, special representation of, 
in India, 550, 556, 564; jurisdic- 
tion over, 582; in Burma, 603 
Excellency, style of, 76, 77 
Exchange Equalisation Fund 
(£350,000,000 in 1935), 349 
Exchequer Account, at Bank of 
England, 342 

Exchequer Court, merged in King’s 
Bench, 358; of Canada, 446 
Excise, 340 

Executive, controlled by Courts, 6, 8, 
54; executive powers of, 291, 292; 
judicial powers of, 298-301; legis- 
lative powers of, 295-8; source of 
authority, prerogative, 14, 291, 
292; Statute, 16, «91, 295-301; ixT 
Colonies, 470 

Executive Committee, of Barbados, 
471; of provinces ofUnion of South 
Africa, 432, 433; of South-West 
Africa, 528 

of Privy Council, Northern 

Ireland, 366 

Executive Council, functions of, 
Crown Colonies and Protectorates, 


22, 470, 480, 481; of Dominions, 
397; of India, 549, 551, 556, 557, 
563, 564; of Irish Free State, 370; 
of Malta, 461, 452; of Southern 
Rhodesia, 458; of Northern Rho- 
desia, 459 

Exequaturs^ issue of, 110; in case of 
Dominions, 110, 169 
Expenditure, 340, 341; see Financial 
legislation 

Expenditure on defence, United 
Kingdom, 355, 356, 357; as cona- 
pared with Dominions, 445 
Exploitation of natives, repudiated 
by Imperial Government, 209, 61 1; 
Union of South Africa attitude 
towards, 229-33, 528, 611 
Explosive Substances Act, 1883, 36 
Expropriation of property, without 
compensation, forbidden in North- 
ern Ireland, 365 

Extern ministers, in Irish Free State, 
380 

Extradition of fugitive offenders, 
inter-imperial, 31 

Extra-territorial jurisdiction, 36, 
491-6, 497-501, 593, 605; applies to 
Dominion subjects, 39; to pro- 
tected persons, 501, 692, 593 
Extra-territorial legislative powers, 
of Burma, 603; of Dominions, 37; 
of India, 567; of Union of South 
Africa, 527; of United Kingdom, 
•36, 36 

Fabian Society, 319 
Faipule, in Samoa, 527 
Faisal, King, of Iraq, 542 
Falkland Islands, Crown Colony, 21, 
468, 473, 484 n, 2 
Fanning Island, 490 
Federal control of Commonwealth 
Capital territory, 24, 429, 430 
Federal Court, India, 577, 578 
Federal proposals for West Indies, 
575-9 

Federated Malay States, Protected 
States, 23, 609, 510 
Federation in India, causes of, 563-5; 

description of, 555-81 
Federations and quasi-Federations: 
see Canada, Commonwealth of 
Australia, India, Leeward Islands, 
and Union of South Africa 
Female suffrage, 303; in Dominions, 
400-407; in Burma, 603 1; in 

India, 665 

Fenian invasion of Canada, 135 
Fiji,T)rown Colony, 21, 217, 469, 473; 
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Indian emigration to, 196; law 
of, 488 

Finance, United Kingdom, 340-50 
Finance Act, 1919, gives effect to 
Imperial Preference, 130, 182 
Finance appropriations in India, 550, 
551, 552, 560, 561, 565 
Finance Departments in Indian pro- 
vinces, under Act of 1919, 549 
Finance of Indian Federation, 573-7 
Financial Adviser in Government of 
India, 556, 571 

Financial agreement, Australia, 427 
Financial assistance by Imperial 
Government to the Dominions, 445 
Financial legislation, in Burma, 603, 
604; in Channel Islands, 369, 370; 
in Dominions, 408-14; in India, 
550, 551, 552, 560, 561, 565; in 
Irish Free State, 376; in Isle of 
Man, 372 n. 3; in Northern Ireland, 
365, 367, 368; in South-West Africa, 
529; in United Kingdom, 329, 330 
Financial resources, of Canadian 
provinces, 422; of federal and pro- 
vincial governments in India, 573- 
575; of Union of South Africa 
provinces, 435 

Financial Secretary, office of, 287 

of the Treasury, 283, 356 

Firearms, restrictions on carrying of, 
241 

First Commissioner of Works, 280, 
285 ^ 

First Lord of the Admiralty, 284, 356 
First (Sea) Lord of the Admiralty, 
284 

First Lord of the Treasury, 280, 282 
Fisher, Rt. Hon. Andrew, Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth, 80, 
146, 154 n. 1 
Flags, national, 77, 78 
Flint Island, 490 

Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870, 35, 
448 

Foreign Judgments (Reciprocal En- 
forcement) Act, 1933, 184 2 

Foreign jurisdiction, 491-6; charac- 
teristics of, 497-501 
Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 1890, 37, 
214, 491, 492, 499, 500, 593, 605 
Foreign Office, Bm Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs 
Foreign orders, desired in Canada, 
75 it. 1 

Foreign relations of the Empire, 
forms SfUd agencies of international 
intercourse, 107-15, 123-8; Im- 
perial co-operation in cofinec- 


tion with League of Rations, 
100-106; information supplied to 
Dominions, 80; unity of Empire in 
international law now much dimin- 
ished, 87-100, 607-10 
Forgery committed overseas, punish- 
able in England, 36 
Forms and agencies of international 
intercourse, 107-15, 1^-8 
France, British relations with, 127; 
Canada and, 111, 125, 127, 128, 
132; Irish Free State and, 111; 
Union of South Africa and, 112 
Franchise in Channel Islands, 369; in 
Crown Colonies and Protectorates, 
472, 479; in Dominions, Lower 
Houses, 197, 400-404, Upper 

Houses, 406; in India, 565, 603; in 
Irish Free State, 377; in Isle oi 
Man, 372; in Kenya, 202; in Malta, 
452; in Northern Irelai^ 367; i« 
Southern Rhodesia, 45o n, d; in 
United Kingdom, 302-4 
Free Church of Scotland, «256 
Freedom of assembly or meeting, 9; 

in Irish Free State, 9, 376 
Freedom of elementary education in 
Irish Free State, 376 
Freedom of person, 9, 236-8; in Irish 
Free State, 376 

Freedom of religion, 9, 240, 241; in 
Irish Free State, 9, 240, 376; in 
Northern Ireland, 240; in Malta, 
240; in mandated territoftes, 522, 
523 

Freedom of speech, 9, 238, 239; in 
Irish Free State, 9, 376 
French, use of, in Channel Islands, 
371; in Dominion of Canada, 415 
French Canadians, special position 
of, 8 

French Creoles in Mauritius, 218 
French law, in Colonies, 12, 487, 488; 
in Quebec, 449 

Fula States, Nigeria, 465, 466 
Full powers for treaty making, 91, 
108, 165 


•Galt, Sir A., High Commissioner foi 
Canada, 124 

Gambia, Crown Colony, 21, 464, 469, 
473; Proteotdlrate, 21, 464, 465, 505 
Game, Sir P.^ Governor of New South 
Wales, 393 

! Gandhi, Mahatma M. K., in India, 
558, 686; in South Africa, 199 
Geddes, Sir Eric, Committee on Ex- 
penditure, 330 
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General Act of 1928 for Pacific 
Settlement of International Dis- 
putes, 96 

General Assembly of tbe Church, of 
Scotland, 255, *266 
General strike, 1926, 290, 333, 613 
Geneva, Dominion representatives 
at, 104 

Geneva Conventions Act, 1911, 32 
Genoa Conference, 1922, 163 
George I, King, 273 
George II, King, law affecting mar- 
riage of descendants of, 263, 264 
George III, King, loses first Enpire, 
329 

George IV, King, 274 
George V, King, 268; Silver Jubilee 
of, 178 

German language in South-West 
Africa, 530 

.German' settlers, in South-West 
4fric^ 530 

German treaty of 1865 with United 
Kingdom, 126, 133 
Germany^ British relations with, 631 
n. 1; Canada and, 133; Irish Free 
State and. 111; Union of South 
Africa and, 112, 130, 530 
Gibraltar, Crown Colony, 22, 29, 463, 
473; garrison of, 352, 485 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Crown 
Colony, 22, 217, 463, 465, 466, 474, 
490 

Gladstone, Pt. Hon. W. E., favours 
legal restriction of power of dis- 
allowance of colonial Acts, 6; 
Prime Minister (1868-74, 1880-86, 
1892-5), 275, 277, 326 
Glen Grey area, Cape of Good Hope, 
government of, 228 
Gwd and Township laws of the 
Transvaal, 203, 204 
Gold Coast, Crown Colony, 21, 210, 
211, 469, 474; Northern Terri- 
tories Protectorate, 23, 465, 505 
Gough, Nightingale, and Inaccess- 
ible Islands, in South Atlantic, 490 
Government of India Act, 1919, prin- 
ciples of, 547-53 

— ^ 1935^ si;i;nmary of pro# 

visions of, 565-81 

Government of Ireland Act, 1914, 
326 • 

, 1920, 60, 363-8 

Government of native races, by 
British Government, 208-19; 602-7; 
by Dominions, 219-33; in man- 
dated areas, 521-43 
Government Whips, 282, 283 


Governor, commission of, 271; legal 
liability of, 248; prerogative of 
mercy delegated to, 67-9, 481; 
maridamus not available against, 
260; powers of, in general, 389, 
480; style of, 77; of British North 
Borneo, 513; of Burma, 602; of 
Ceylon, 461; of Crown Colonies and 
Protectorates, 27, 28, 50, 84, 480- 
484; of Dominions, 67, 68, 388-96; 
of Indian Provinces, 548, 549, 551, 
562, 563, 564, 565, 566, 570, 571, 
579; of Malta, 451, 452; of New- 
foundland, 60, 68, 394; of Northern 
Ireland, 248, 366, 367; of self- 
governing Colonies, 27, 28, 29, 30; 
of Southern Rhodesia, 81, 458; of 
States of Australia, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
60, 68, 81, 392-5, 423, 424 
Governor-General, appointed and 
removed by Dominion Govern- 
ment since 1930, 42; assent of, to 
Bills, 49; powers of, 388-96; rati- 
fies conventions, 104; style of, 76, 
77 

Governor-General of Commonwealth 
of' Australia, 221, 222, 388, 423, 
424, 429, 430, 431, 432, 524 

of Dominion of Canada, 68, 80, 

220, 388, 417, 445 

of India, 545, 549, 551, 552; 

under constitution of 1935, 556, 
567, 559, 560, 561, 562, 565, 566, 
570, 571, 572, 573, 576, 593, 597 

^ of Irish Free State, 49, 378, 

379, 388 

of Sudan, 517, 518 

of Union of South Africa, 49, 

68, 97, 226, 388, 434, 435, 528, 629 
Grand juries, disused in Irish Tree 
State as in England, 380 
Great Britain, 18 

Great Seal of Realm (England), 16, 
108, 269, 270; of Irish Free State, 
80, 111, 608; of Scotland, 282; of 
Union of South Africa, 80, 111, 
272, 608 

Greece, Italian aggression on, at 
Corfu, 164 

Grenada, "Windward Islands, Crown 
Colony, 21, 473, 475, 477; sur- 
render of constitution affirmed hy 
Imperial Act, 41, 467 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward (Vis- 
count), Secretary 'of State for 
Foreign Affairs (1906—16), 127; 
suggests change of policy in Pales- 
tine, 537 n.; resolution on personal 
lilierty, 238 

2sl 
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Guernsey, Channel Islands, govern- 
ment of, 20, 370, 371 
Guillotine, form of closure of debate, 
323 

Habeas corpus, writ of, 236, 237, 253 
Habeas Corpus Acts, 1679 and 1816, 
236 1, 1862, 237 

Hague Conference, 1907, 139 
Halibut Fisheries Treaty, 1923, 
Canada, 93, 129, 165 
Hanover, Elector of, relations to 
United Kingdom, 87, 97, 98 
Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Sir W., 317 
Hardie, J. Keir, 320 
Hastings, Warren, 600 
Haussa population, under Fulani 
chiefs, 212 

Hebrew, official language in Pales- 
tine, 536 

Hedjaz, Kingdom of, 496 
Heligoland, cession of, 114 
Henderson, Arthur, 73, 107 n, 2 
Hereditary revenues, in Channel 
Islands, 370 
Herm, 370 

Hertzog, Gen., 33, 98, 99, 206, 231, 
398 

High Commissioner for Basutoland, 
the Bechuanaland Protectorate, 
and Swaziland (formerly South 
Africa), 81, 435; relation of, to 
Southern Rhodesia, 454, 457 

for India, 85, 580; in Soutlv 

Africa, 206 

for Malay States, 509, 510 

for Newfoundland, 82 

for Palestine, 536, 537; for 

Trans-Jordan, 540 

for Southern Rhodesia, 82 

for Western Pacific, 490, 505, 

513 

to Church of Scotland General 

Assembly, 256 

High Commissioners of Dominions 
in London, 81, 83, 84, 171, 172, 394 
of United Kingdom in Do- 
minions (Australia in 1935), 81, 
171, 172 

High Court of Commonwealth of 
Australia, appeals from, 57-9, 426 
High Court of Justice, in England, 
357, 358; in India, 578; in Burma, 
604; in Irish Free State, 382, 383; 
in Northern Ireland, 368; in 
Samoa, 526; in Tanganyika Terri- 
tory, 533, 534 

High Court of Justiciary, Scotland, 
359 ^ 


Hindu law, 600, 601 
Hoare, Sir S., proposes to'^' deny 
Indian authority over Dominion 
nationals, 207 

HoUand (Netherlands), British rela- 
tions with, 163; Union of South 
Africa and. 111 
Home Affairs Cabinet, 275 
Home Fleet, 353 

Home Office, see Secretary of State 
for Home Affahs 

Home Rule Bills, 325; illegal opposi- 
tion to, 613 

Hongkong, Crown Colony, 21, 218, 
468, 473, 611; garrison of, 485 
Honourable, style of, 76, 77 
Honours, prerogative of, 14, 69-77, 
294; not delegated to Governor, 
389 

Honours (Prevention of Abuses) Act, 
1925, 72 

House of Assembly, India, ^?o7, 558, 
559, 560 

House of Commons, Canada^ 400-402; 
Northern Ireland, 367, 368; United 
Kingdom, control over Cabinet 
and legislation, 277, 278, 302-9, 
325-31 

House of Commons Disqualification 
(Declaration of Law) Act, ix. 
House of Keys, Isle of Man, 373 
House of Lords, in United Fungdom, 
309-11, 325-9; as court, 60, 61, 
311, 359-61, 368 n 

House of Representatives, Burma, 
602, 603, 604 
House of Windsor, 263 
Household, political offices of, 287 
Housing Act, 1925, 250; 1930, 250 
n. 5, 297 n, 1 

Hughes, Rt. Hon. W. W., Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth, 
134 1, 398 

Hyderabad, Indian State, 558, 582, 
586, 587, 588; Lord Reading on 
position of, 554, 590 


Tm Alone, case of, 112 
feamigration, insolation to nation- 
ality, 119, 120 

Immunities of diplomatic agents, 
108, 109, 110 ® 

Immunity of instrumentalities. Com- 
monwealth doctine of, 426 
Impeachment of ministers, 311, 316 
Imperial Acts, 7, 16; may be repealed 
by Dominions under Statute of 
"^^^txninster, 36; by Northern Ire- 
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land, 365; by Indian legislature, 
57 If supremacy of, 30-37 
Imperial and International Com- 
munications, Ltd., 192, 193 
Imperial College of Tropical Agri- 
culture, 194 

Imperial Communications Advisory 
Committee, 187, 188, 192, 193 
Imperial Conference, created, 180; 
effect o^»resolutions of, 186, 187 

1911, 139, 144, 147, 148, 153, 

181 

1921, 90 n. 2, 91, 117, 181, 200, 

204, 205 

1923, 93, 94, 129, 163-7, 175, 

176, 202, 204 

1926, 19, 33, 94, 95, 167-70, 

172, 177, 178, 187, 294, 390, 391 
1929, 33 

1930, 33, 39, 42, 49, 65, 130, 

171, 172, 188 

— — , (Mtawa, 1932, 130, 188, 189 
Imperial control of legislation, 
Dominion, 48-53; Colonial, 48-53, 
474; of Indian government, 560, 
565; of native races, 208-19 
Imperial co-operation, during war of 
1914-18, 149-57; in commercial 
negotiations, 123-34; in domestic 
affairs, 179-207; in foreign affairs 
and defence, 134-49, 157-78,608-10 
Imperial Council, project of, 180 
Imperial Court of Appeal, project of 
an, ^ 

Imperial Customs Conference, 183 
Imperial Defence, see Defence 
Imperial Defence College, 177 
Imperial Economic Committee, 187, 
191, 192, 343 

Imperial Economic Conference, 1923, 
185-7 

Imperial Federation, 141, 142, 156, 
179, 180 

Imperial garrisons, 352; in Colonies, 
etc., 485^; in India, 594-7; in Burma, 
605 

Imperial General Staff,, 144; Chief of, 
355 

Imperial gifts to Dominions for 
defence, 445 ^ m 

Imperial Institute, control of, 193 
Imperial legislation, supremacy of, 
30-37; as to constituent powers, 
44; in Channel Islands, 370; for 
Colonies, 467, 469, 470: for 

Northern Ireland, 364 
Imperial Mycological Institute, 193 
Imperial patent, abortive scheme for, 
183 


Imperial preference, 130, 180, 182, 
185, 186, 187, 609 

Imperial Shipping Committee, 186, 
187, 192 

Imperial stamp, suggested, 78 m-. 2 
Imperial War Cabinet, 1917, 152, 
153, 154, 156 

1918, 152, 153, 156, 157, 

161 

Imperial War Conferences, 1917 and 
1918, 152, 153, 156, 181, 184, 199 
Imperial wireless telegraphy, 186, 
187, 188, 192, 193 
Import Duties Act, 1932, 18, 298 
Importation of Animals Act, 1922, 
185 n. 1 

Incitement to Disaffection Act, 1934, 
239 

Indemnity Acts, 54, 237, 242, 243, 
244 

Indentured Indian immigration, 196; 

Chinese in Samoa, 526 
Independence, Dominion power to 
achieve, 41-3; movement in India, 
612; in South Africa and other 
Dominions, 607, 608 
Independent Labour Party, 320 
India, 581; see British India and 
Indian States; British forces in, 
352, 694-7; relations between, and 
Burma, 557, 572, 603, 604; treaty 
making under British control, 
133 

Indian Acts of Canada, 1920, 1922 
^ and 1933, 220, 221 
Indian Appeals to Privy Council, 61, 
62, 578, 698 

Indian Army and Air Force, 588, 
594-6; of States, 589 
Indian Christians, 549, 558, 564 
Indian Church Act, 1927, 259 
Indian Civil Service, position of, 578- 
680, 588; pensions not guaranteed, 
579 71. 1 

Indian codes of law, 488, 501, 601 
Indian federation, constitutional 
changes mainly reserved to Parlia- 
ment, 48, 580, 581; distribution of 
legislative power, 567-72; financial 
relations 573-7 ; foreign relations, 
85, 133, 566; judicial relations, 577, 
678; relations of units and federa- 
tion in administration, 573; services 
of the Crown, 578-80 
Indian (Foreign Jurisdiction) Order 
in Council, 1902, 593 
Indian law, applied in East Africa, 
213, 488, 519, 533, 534; in British 
Morth Borneo, 512 
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Indian Legislative Assembly, 551; 

condemns federation, 555 
Indian Medical Service, 578 
Indian National Congress, 546, 551; 

demands independence, 553 
Indian Police, 578 
Indian political service, 579, 588 
Indian Princes, see Indian States 
Indian representation at Imperial 
Conferences, 153, 180, 181; in 
League of Nations, 164, 155 
Indian States, 581-91; financial con- 
cessions to, 574, 575; motives for 
federation, 553, 554, 555, 611 
Indian States Committee, 1928-9, 
589 

Indians, North American, status of, 
219-21, 400 

Indore, Indian State, deposition of 
rulers of, 585 

Informers, remission of penalties due 
to, 67 

Initiative in legislation, 38 
Injunction, power of courts to issue, 
54; not in political issues, 6, 8 
Instructions, as to reservation of 
Bills, 49, 60; see Royal Instructions 
Interest on national debt, 341, 349 
Inter • Imperial communications, 
channels of, 79-85; in case of New- 
foundland, New Zealand and 
States of Australia, 394, 395; of 
Colonies, 480 

Inter-Imperial disputes, arbitration 
, of, viii, 64-0 

Inter - Imperial preferences, not 
affected by most-favoured-nation 
treaties, 130, 609 

International Conferences, represen- 
tation of Empire at, 166, 167, 168, 
169 

International Joint Commission, 
United States and Canada, 83 
International law, as to British Pro- 
tectorates, 497, 500; not applicable 
to inter- Imperial relations, 66, 95, 
96; unity of Empire in, 86-100 
Interpretation Act, 1889, 581, 582 
Interpretation of Australian consti- 
tution, 426 

Iraq, mandated territory, now 
sovereign State, 640-43; air force 
in, 353 

Ireland, former renunciation of legis- 
lative supremacy over, 35 
Irish Eree State, a Dominion, 19, 25, 
374;^ appeals from Supreme Court, 
V, vi, 17 n, 1, 63, 381; constitution, 
36, 375; constitutional change, 4^7, 


48; diplomatic representation of, 
94, 95, 111-13; flag, 78; foreign 
affairs, 84, 95-7, 162; honours, 73, 
375; in League of Nations, 95; 
language, 375; law, 381; nation- 
ality and citizenship, xii, 112, 
120-22, 132, 375; no disallowance 
of Acts, 6, 50; paramountcy of 
Imperial Acts, 32, 33, 34, 35, 68; 
relation to Empire, xii7 xiii, 606- 
610; religious restrictions, 376; 
reservation of Bills abrogated 
(1933), 49; right of neutrality 
asserted, 99; right of secession, 41- 
43; rights of subjects, 9, 375, 376; 
statutory basis of responsible 
government, 7, 9, 379, 400; views 
on Indian claims to equality, 205; 
under Statute of Westminster, v, 
vi, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Irish Free State (Agreement) Act, 
1922, 375 2 

Irish Free State (Consequential Pro- 
visions) Act, 1922, 375 2 

Irish Free State (Constitution) Act, 
1922, vi, 375 
Irish language, 375, 606 
Irish Nationality and Citizenship 
Act, 1935, 121, 122; effect of, 112, 
113 

Irish peers, 310, 311, 312 
Irish Republican Army, 445 
Isle of Man, government of, 20, 372, 
373 

Italian language, in Malta, 453 
Italy, British relations with, 114, 
496; Canada and, 113, 133; Union 
of South Africa and, 111; sphere of 
influence in Abyssinia, 496; attacks 
Greece contrary to League Coven- 
ant, 164; territory (Jubaland) 
ceded to, 114; proposed transfer of 
protected territory to Abyssinia, in 
interests of, viii, ix 

Jamaica, Crown Colony, 21, 473, 478, 
479, 480; garrison of, 352, 484 n, 2, 
485; Imperial legislation for, 19; 
to authorise surrender of constitu- 
#tion, 40, 467 ^ 

James I, introduces English law into 
the whole of Ireland, 381 
Japan, British Kslations with, 51, 
106, 168, 159, 161, 162, 492; 
Canada and, 158; Commonwealth 
and, 83; immigration into New 
Guinea, 525; New Zealand and, 84 
Japanese immigration, Dominions 
hostile to, 159, 198, 417 
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Jellicoe, Admiral of the Fleet Lord, 
pro{)Oses Far Eastern Fleet, 176 
Jersey, Channel Islands, government 
of, 20, 368-70, 371 
Jethou, part of Guernsey, 370 
Jews, favoured position of, in 
Palestine, 534, 637, 538 
Johore, Protected State, 510, 511 
Joint Exchequer Board, Ireland, 365 
Joint Select Committee on Closer 
Union in East Africa, 210; on 
India, 554; on Western Australia, 
46 

Judge- Advocate-General, 354 
Judge-made law, 10, 362 
Judges, tenure of office by, 54-6, 445- 
448, 452, 458, 577, 578; style of, in 
Dominions, 77; legal exemption of, 
247, 248 

Judgments, mutual enforcement of, 
in Ei^ire, 184 

Ju^icatite, matters affecting the, 
357-62, 445-8, 486, 487; extra- 
territoyal jurisdiction of, 35, 36, 
448; in Crown Colonies and Protec- 
torates, 486, 487; Dominions, 445- 
448; India, 577, 578, 598-600; 
Southern Rhodesia, 458; see Courts 
Judicatui'e Acts, 1873 and 1875, con- 
solidated in 1925, 357 
Judicial Committee Act, 1844, v, 57, 
295; 1833, 59 

Judicial Committee of Privy Council, 
appeals to, 17, 56-64, 446-8, 486, 
602, 512, 513, 639, 577, 590, 597; 
from Channel Islands, 371; from 
Isle of Man, 373; on Rhodesian 
lands, 455; ecclesiastical, 253; 
power of Dominions to abolish, 
V, vi, 17 %. 1 

Judicial officers, tenure of, 54-6; in 
Irish Free State, 381; in other 
Dominions, 445-8 
Judicial power, 53, 54, 56 
Judicial prerogative, restricted by 
legislation, 13 

Jurats, in Channel Islands, 369, 371 
Juries, in criminal cases in England, 
359; in Irish Free State, 380, 382: 
safeguard of libeifcy, 238 
Justices of the Peace, England, 358, 
359; Scotland, 359 

m 

Kadis, in Nigeria, jurisdiction of, 
212; in Sudan, 518; Kathis in 
Zanzibar, 520 
Kamerun, sm Cameroons 
“Kangaroo”, form of closure of 
debate, 323 


Karenni States, Burma, 604, 605 
Kashgar, British jurisdiction in, 493 
Kashmir, Indian State, 588, 589 
Kathiawar, States in, 582, 590 
Kedah, Protected State, 510, 511 
Kelantan, Protected State, 510, 511 
Kenya Colony, 21, 200, 202, 205, 206, 
214, 215, 295, 466, 468, 473, 610; 
defence force of, 485 
Kenya Protectorate, 22, 465 n, 1, 504 
King, 25, 26, 263, 264; awd see 
Crown; direct Dominion relations 
with, 80, 96 

“King can do no wrong”, maxim, 9, 
26, 27, 269, 293 
“King never dies”, maxim, 293 
Kingdom of Canada, 26 
King’s African Rifles, 485 
King’s and Lord Treasnrer’s Re- 
membrancer, Scotland, 341 w. 1 
King’s Bench Division of High Court 
of England, 358 

Kirk-Session, Church of Scotland, 
255 

Kitchener, Earl, 439 
Kuria Muria Islands, 494 
Kuwait, British relations with, 493, 
494 


Labour Party, British, 319, 320, 321; 
Australia, 398; Queensland, 52; 
South Australia, 411; Tasmania, 

^ 394; Western Australia, 412, 413 
Labrador, 221 

Labuan, part of Straits Settlements, 
21 

Lagos, Colony, 211, 465, 503 
Lambeth Conferences, 258 
Land annuities, case of Irish, 66 
Land rights of British South Africa 
Co. in Rhodesia, 455, 456 
Land Values Reference Committee, 
361 

Lands, powers of Governor to grant, 
481; issues affecting native, 215, 
216, 220, 222, 223, 228, 229, 230, 
457, 526, 528 

Lang, Mr, dismissal of, 393 
Language, official, in Canada, 415; in 
India, 559; in Irish Free State, 376; 
in Malta, 451; in Palestine, 536; in 
South-West Africa, 530; in Trans- 
Jordan, 540; in Union of South 
Africa, 46, 47, 415 
Lanshury, Rt. Hon. G., x 
Laurier, Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid, Prime - 
Minister of Canada (1896-1911), 
138, 139, 140, 141, 398 



632 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH tUPIRE 


Lausanne, Treaty of, 93, 94, 492 
Law, of Ceylon, 12, 487, 488; of 
Channel Islands, 371; of Crown 
Colonies and Protectorates, 12, 
487, 488; of Dominions, 448, 449; 
of England, 362; of India, 599-601; 
of Irish Free State, 381; of Isle of 
Man, 373; of Malta, 453; Manritins, 
12, 487, 488; Northern Ireland, 
362; of New Guinea, 524; of 
Quebec, 12, 449; Samoa, 526; St. 
Lucia, 12, 488; Seychelles, 12, 488; 
Scotland, 362; South-West Africa, 
12, 449, 527; Southern Rhodesia, 
12, 449, 460; of Union of South 
Africa, 12, 449; where extra- 
territorial jurisdiction is exercised, 
492 n, 1, 494 n. 1; Buddhist, in 
Burma, 605 

Law officers, of England, 286; of 
Scotland, 286, 359 
League of Nations, as affecting 
British Empire, 41, 100-106, 111, 
154, 155; possible intervention in 
inter-imperial affairs, 105; Labour 
organisation, 419; supervises man- 
dated territories, 23, 24, 521-4, 
542; treaties concluded under 
auspices of, 168, 169; minister for 
affairs concerning, in Cabinet, ix 
League of Nations Covenant, 87 
Art. X. 43, 100, 101, 609 

„ xii- 101 

„ xiii. 101 

„ XV. 101 

„ xviii, 95 

„ xxi. 101 

„ xxii. 521 

Leeward Islands, Crown Colony, 21, 
467, 469, 473, 475-7; law of, 487 
Legislative Committee of Church of 
England Assembly, 252 
Legislative Councils in Crown 
Colonies and Protectorates, 21, 22, 
23, 470-75, 502-5; in Dominions, 
405, 406, 407; in India, 545, 546, 
564; in Isle of Man, 373; in North- 
ern Rhodesia, 459; in Palestine, 
536; in Papua, 431; in Samoa, 
625; in Southern Rhodesia, 458; in 
States of Australia, 52, 406; in 
States of India, 586 
Legislative powers, extent and char- 
acter pf, in Burma, 603; in Channel 
Islands, 369-71; in Crown Colonies 
and Protectorates, 37-41, 475; in 
Dominions, 37-43, 418-21, 424-6, 
432-4; in India, 666-72; in Irish 
Free State, 375, 376, 377; in Is» of 


Man, 373; in Malta, 450, 451; in 
mandated territories, 637f 539; 
in Northern Ireland, 364, 365; in 
Samoa, 525, 526; in Southern 
Rhodesia, 456, 457, 458 
Legislative powers of Executive, 
295-8 

Legislatures, of Burma, 602, 603; 
of Channel Islands, 369-371; of 
Crown Colonies and PrcTfcectorates, 
470-75; of Dominions, 400-407; of 
India, 545, 546, 547-50, 56>9, 
564-6; of Irish Free State, 376, 377; 
of Isle of Man, 371, 372, 373; of 
Malta, 451, 452; of rnandated terri- 
tories, 524, 525, 526, 529, 533, 537; 
of Northern Ireland, 367, 368; of 
Northern Territory of Australia 
and other dependencies, 429-32; 
of Southern Rhodesia, 458; scheme 
of, 20-25 

Letters of credence, for df^lom^^tic 
agents, 108; of Dominions, 111 
Letters Patent, laying down consti- 
tutional arrangements, **^16, 269, 
270; as to office of Governor- 
General or Governor, 269, 480; 
authorising opening of Parliament 
and assent to Bills, 269; creating 
corporations, 269; peerages, 269; 
conferring offices, 269; granting 
pardons, 269; instruments as to 
treaties, 269, 271; licences to alter 
canons, 269; summons to peers to 
attend Parliament, 270; writs for 
elections, 270; when Order in 
Council necessary to authorise, 
270; usually authorised by sign- 
manual warrant, 270 
Liaison officers, between Dominions 
and United Kingdom, 81, 83; 
between India and War Office, 594 
Libel, in Parliamentary Papers 
privileged, 307 

Liberal Party, United Eangdom, 338 
Liberia, misgovernment of, 208 
Liberty, personal, in United King- 
dom, securities for, 9, 226-8; in 
Irish Free State, 9, 10 
Bieutenant-Goveajnor, of Canadian 
Provinces, 44, 45, 67, 388, 389, 416; 
422, 423; of Channel Islands, 368, 
369; of Crown«*Colonies and Pro- 
tectorates, 482; of IsIg of Man, 372; 
of Malta, 462; of Papua, 431 
Limitations of power of Governor in 
prerogative matters, 389; statu- 
tory extension of powers in exter- 
nal affairs, vii, 96, 97 
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Limits of Dominion legislative 
pover, 37-43; of Colonial legisla- 
tive power, 37-41, 475 
Liquor traffic, forbidden in mandated 
territory, 522, 523; in Cook 
Islands, 224; treaty of 1924 with 
United States as to, 112 
Lloyd George, Bt. Hon. D., Prime 
Minister, 89, 110, 159 1, 267, 276 

Loans, Celonial and Dominion, dis- 
allowance of legislation affecting 
.security of, when admitted as 
trustee stocks, 53 

Local goverhment, not treated of, 5 
Local Government Board, super- 
seded by Ministry of Health, 285 
Locarno Pact, 1925, position of 
Dominions under, 169, 170; royal 
prerogative to conclude, 294 
London, Bishop of, in House of 
Lords, 310 

Londoi* Treaty on Limitation of 
"Naval Armaments, 1930, 294 
Lord Advocate, 286, 359 
Lord Clftef Justice of England, 281 
n. 1, 358, 361; in Cabinet, 274 
Lord ffigh Chancellor, 280, 281, 310, 
358, 359, 360 
Lord High Steward, 360 
Lord High Treasurer, 273 
Lord-Lieutenant, recommends jus- 
tices of peace, 359 

Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, legal 
position of, 248; office now abol- 
ished, 282, 366 

Lord President of the Council, 280, 
286 

Lord Privy Seal, United Kingdom, 
280, 281 

Lords Commissioners of Admiralty, 
354, 355 

Lords Commissioners of Treasury, 
282, 283, 342, 343, 361 
Lords Justices of (Court of) Appeal, 
England, 281 1, 358 

Lords of Appeal in Ordinary, United 
Kingdom, 281 n, 1, 310, 360; as 
members of Privy Council, 61 
Loughborough, Lord, excluded from 
Cabinet, 274 • 

Lyttleton, Rt. H^n, Alfred, Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies 
(1903-5), 180 ^ 


MacDonald, Rt. Hon. J. R., Prime 
Minister (1924 and 1929-35), 107 
2, no, 267, 318 

Macdonald, Rt. Hon. Sir J., Prime 


Minister of Canada, 26, 124, 135, 
398, 416 

MacKenzie-King, Rt. Hon. W. L., 
Prime Minister of Canada, 91, 93, 
159 1, 317, 378, 391, 398 

Madeley, Mr, removed from Union 
Cabinet, 398 

Madras, Indian Province, 545, 562, 
564; early judicial arrangements 
of, 599, 600 

Mainland dominions of Sultan of 
Zanzibar, as Kenya Protectorate, 
465 w. 1, 604 

Maintenance of deserted wives and 
families, 184 

Maintenance Orders (Facilities for 
Enforcement) Act, 1920, 184 
Malacca, part of Straits Settlements, 
21 

Malay States, Protected States, 23, 
509-11 

Malaya, British forces in, 352; profits 
by British connection, 611 
Malaya^ H.M.S., 485 
Malayan Information Agency, 194 
Malden Island, 490 
Maidive Archipelago, 462 
Malta, Colony, 20, 450-53, 468; garri- 
son of, 352, 484 71. 2, 485; language 
question in, 451 

Malta Constitution Act, 1932, 453 
Manchukuo, 495 

Mandamus, court’s power to issue, 
54, 248, 249; not in political 
matters, 6, 8, 250 
Mandate, for legislation, 313, 314 
Mandated territories, 18, 23, 24, 131, 
521-43; treaties of mandatory 
applied to, 131, 168 
Mandates Commission of League of 
Nations, 523; on sovereignty of 
mandatories, 530; on Samoa, 526 
Manipur, Indian State, 586 
Manitoba, Canadian Province, 24, 
386, 401, 421, 422 

Manslaughter, committed overseas, 
punishable in England, 35 
Maoris, policy in regard to, 222, 223; 
represented in Lower House, 222, 
402, 403 

Marketing Boards, Agricultural, 301, 
302 

Marriage, as affecting nationality, 
117, 118, 119; witban prohibited 
degrees, Colonial legislation as to, 
51 

Marriage of members of Royal Famih" 
263, 264 

]\4ii,rtial law, 241-4 



634 THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE BRITISH f:MPIRE 


Maskat, British, relations with, 493, 
494 

Massey, Rt. Hon. William, Prime 
Minister of New Zealand, 92 n. 1 

Master-General of the Ordnance, 355; 
in India, 594 

Master of the Rolls, England, chosen 
by Prime Minister, 281 n. 1, 358, 
361 

Manritins, Crown Colony, 21, 218, 
468, 473, 611; law of, 12, 487, 488; 
settlement of Indians in, 196, 218; 
garrison of, 485 

Medical practitioners, in India, right 
to practise, 572 

Meighen, Rt. Hon. A., Prime Minis- 
ter of Canada, 1921, 90 n. 2, 391, 
438 

Melbonme, Lord, alleged dismissal of, 
in 1834, 266 

Members of Parliament, in Burma, 
602, 603; in Dominions, Upper 
Houses, 400-405; Lower Houses, 
405-7; in India, 558, 564; in Irish 
Free State, 376; in Malta, 452; in 
Northern Ireland, 367; in Southern 
Rhodesia, 458; in United Kingdom, 
304, 305 

Merchant shipping. Imperial control 
over, 32, 49; lack of concerted 
action as to, 613 

Merchant Shipping Act, 1894,' binds 
Colonies, etc., 32, 49, 448; no longer 
binding on Canada, Irish Free 
State, and Union of South Africa, " 
49 

Mercy, prerogative of, 66-9; in 
Northern Ireland, 366; in Do- 
minions, delegated to Governors, 
389; divided in Australia, 424; in 
Colonies, 481; in South - West 
Africa, 529 

Mesopotamia, see Iraq 

Metcalfe, Lord, Governor-General of 
Canada (1843-5), 385 

Middle classes, political power of, 278 

Military competence of Africans, 231 

Military courts, controlled by civil 
courts, 353, 354; in Irish Free 
State, 381, 382 

Military defence, Imperial co- 
operation in, 142-5, 436-45, 608, 
609 

Military forces, in Burma, 605; in 
Channel Islands, 371, 372; in 
Crown Colonies and Protectorates, 
485, 486; in Dominions, 436-45; in 
India, 593-7; in Irish Free State, 
382; in Malta, 453; in mandalpd 


territories, 522, 523; in Southern 
Rhodesia, 458, 459; in United 
Kingdom, Imperial legislation for, 
32, 36, 351-3; see Army Act 
Military oath, Irish Free State, 444 
Militia Act, Canada, 436 
Milner, Viscount, Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, 210 
Minicoy, lighthouse maintained by 
Board of Trade on, 490 • 

Minister Plenipotentiary of Canada, 
at Washington, 89-91, 111 « 

Ministers, power and responsibility 
of, in Burma, 602; in Ueylon, 460, 
461, 462; in Dominions, 388-96; in 
India, 550, 551, 556, 557, 563, 564; 
in Irish Free State, 379; in Malta, 
451; in Northern Ireland, 366; in 
self-governing Colonies, 27, 28, 29; 
in Southern Rhodesia, 458; in 
United Kingdom, 313-19; in States 
of Australia, 27, 28, 29, 3^-96 
Ministers plenipotentiary, appoint- 
ment of, 108; for Dominions, 111 
Ministers resident, of Domfhions, in 
London, project for, 141, 157, 612, 
613 

Ministers without portfolio, ix, 287, 
305 n. 1 

Ministry (formerly Board) of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries, 280, 285 
Ministry of Defence, proposed, United 
Kingdom, 355; in Canada, 436; in 
Commonwealth of Australia 438; 
in New Zealand, 440; in Union of 
South Africa, 442; in Irish Free 
State, 444 

Ministry of Health, 280, 285, 286, 
299 

Ministry of Labour, United King- 
dom, 280, 286 

Ministry of National Defence, 
Canada, 173, 174 

Ministry of Pensions, United King- 
dom, 286 

Ministry of Transport, United King- 
dom, 285, 299, 361 
Minorities, League of Nations and, 
104, 105; Indians in South Africa, 
#105 

Minto, Lord, 588 * 

Missionary energies in mandated 
territories, 622,^23; in protector- 
ates, 260 

Mixed courts, in Egypt, 494 
Mogul Empire, 544, 583, 584, 585 
Money bills, in Ceylon, 461; in 
Dominions, 408-14; in India, 560, 
561; in Irish Free State, 376; in 
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Northern Ireland, 36§; in United 
Kingdom, 327, 328 
Money votes, Crown must recom- 
mend, 7, 329; in Dominions, 408; in 
India, 560, 561, 565 
Mongolia, 495 

Monroe Doctrine, principle of, pro- 
tects Canada, 606; possible applica- 
tion of, to British Commonwealth, 
101 

Montagu, Rt. Hon. E., forced resigna- 
4iion of, 277; Indian policy. of, 547, 
589 

Montserrat, *Leeward Islands Presi- 
dency, 21, 467, 476 
Morley, Viscount, Indian policy of, 
545, 546 

Morocco, British jurisdiction in, 494, 
495, 496 

Most-favoured-nation treatment, 
130, 131; due from Dominions to 
UnitoiL Kingdom, 126, 128; re- 
armed- by Canada in 1935, xiii 
Mosul, assigned to Iraq, 542 
Mozamb!Sque, agreement of Union of 
South Africa with, 131 
Muhammadan law, 212, 519, 537, 
600, 601 

Muhammadan religion in Nigeria, 
260 

Muhammadan States, in Nigeria, 
212, 213, 280 

Muhammadans, and Hindus, 549, 
550j^ influence of, on peace settle- 
ment, 161; in C;^rus, 21, 472; 
special representation of, in Indian 
legislatures, 550, 556, 564 
Mimro-Eerguson, Bt. Hon. Sir B. 
(Lord Novar), Governor-General of 
Commonwealth of Australia (1914- 
1920), 390 

Murder, overseas, punishable in 
England, 35 

Mysore, Indian State, 584, 586, 588 


Nadir Shah, King of Afghanistan, 592 

Namwan, Assigned Tract of, 605 

Natal, Province of Union of South 
Africa, 25, 29, 387, 435; Briti|jh 
Indians in, 204 

National Assembly of Church of 
England, 252, ^53 

National debt, 349, 350; Irish share 
in, 382, 383 

National Defence Act, 1922, Canada, 
436 

National ensign, 77, 78 

National Government, 1931-5, 318 


National home of Jewish people, in 
Palestine, 534, 538 
National Liberal Federation, 319 
National Union of Conservative and 
Unionist Societies, 319 
Nationalist party in Union of South 
Africa, 41 

Nationality, British, 115-19; Do- 
minion, 119-22 

Native Administration Act, 1927, 
Union of South Africa, 232 
Native Affairs Act, 1920, Union of 
South Africa, 226 

Native Councils, in Barotseland, 459; 
in Nigeria, 213 

Native Service Contract Act, 1932, 
232 

Native Trust and Land Bill, 230 n. 1 
Native vote. Cape of Good Hope, 46, 
49, 225, 231, 232 

Natives, administration of matters 
affecting, 208-33; lands, 215, 216; 
220, 222, 223; laws of, how far 
respected, 213, 224; military train- 
ing of, 231; in Southern Rhodesia, 
457 

Natives Land Act, 1913, Union of 
South Africa, 229, 230 
Natural-horn 13ritish subject, 116, 
117 

Naturalisation, 32, 117, 118; of sub- 
jects of Indian States, 592 
Nauru, mandated territory, 24, 531-3 
Nauru Island Agreement Act, 1920, 

' 632 

Naval and Military Conference, 1909, ' 
144, 146, 147 

Naval defence, Imperial co-op«ation 
in, 145-9, 150, 173-8; Irish Free 
State, 382 

Naval Discipline Act, 1922, 39 1 

Naval Discipline Acts, 353, 567, 671; 
for India, 694 

Naval Discipline (Dominion Naval 
Forces) Act, 1911, 39, 148 
Naval forces, of Crown Colonies and 
Protectorates, 485; of Dominions, 
437, 439, 410, 441; of India, 694; 
of Irish Free State, 444; of United 
Kingdom, 353, 354; legislation for 
control of, 32, 36 

Naval lands and dockyards, trans- 
ferred to Canada, 148 %, 1 
Naval Service Act, of Canada, 437 
Navigation laws, repeal of, 123 
Navy, Crown prerogative as to, 14; 

le^slative control of, 32, 36, 353 
Negri Sembilan, Protected State,'*' 
^09, 510 
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Nejd, Kingdom of Hedjaz and, 496 
Nepal, independent State, relations 
of, 496, 591; Gnrklias in Indian 
army and police, 591 
Neutral vessels, sovereign acts as to, 
authority for, 389 

Neutrality, proposal to secure for 
Dominions, 98, 138; question of 
right of, vii, 98, 99, 382, 444; royal 
prerogative as to, 293 
Neutrality of Belgium, 138 
Nevis, with St. Christopher, Leeward 
Islands Presidency, 467, 476 
New Brunswick, Canadian Province, 
24, 385, 401, 405 
Newcastle Programme, 1891, 319 
New Deal in United States, proposal 
to imitate in Canada, 419 
New Despotism, character of, 292; 

extension of, in 1935, xiii, xiv 
New England States, constitutions 
of, 466, 467 

Newfoundland, a Dominion since 
1907, but status in abeyance, 16 
n. 1, 19, 386; aborigines, 221; con- 
stitution based on prerogative, 
449; constitutional changes, 46; 
courts, 446; defence, 445; denies 
right of secession, 43; flag, 78; 
foreign affairs, 52, 124, 131, 134, 
135, 136, 137; Governor, 50, 68, 
388, 394; House of Assembly, 402, 
law, 448, 449; Legislative Council, 
405; prerogative of mercy, 68; rela- 
tion of Houses, 409; relation to 
Empire, 610; reservation of BiUs, 
60; responsible government, 386; 
susj^nsion of constitution, 16 1, 

19; views on Indian immigration, 
205; war services, 151 
Newfoundland Act, 1933, 16 1, 19 

New Guinea, German, 136; mandate 
. of Commonwealth of Australia, 24, 
624, 625 

New Hebrides, condominium with 
France, 23, 136 

New South Wales, State of, 24, 386, 
393, 402, 403, 406, 408, 427, 447 
New Zealand, a Dominion, 19, 24; 
Church of England, 258; constitu- 
tional changes, 46; courts, 447; 
defence, 146* 147, 174, 440, 441; 
dependencies* 24, 432; foreign 
affairs, 136, 610; Governor- 

General, 68, 81, 84, 388, 394-6; 
House of Kepresentatives, 402; 
labour unrest, 613; law, 448; Legis- 
lative Council, 406; ministers and 
Cabinet, 397, 398; national fllig, 


78; Oriental immigration, 196, 197, 
205; preferential trade, 189^* 190; 
prerogative of mercy, 68; relations 
to Empire, 80, 84, 610; to Japan, 
158, 159; to League of Nations, 
100-106; to Turkey, 160; relations 
of two Houses, 409, 413, 414; with 
Maoris, 222, 223; reservation of 
Bills, 50; responsible government, 
387; secession, right of,4lenied by, 
43; shipping legislation, 49, 50; 
Statute of Westminster and, 

35, 37; Western Samoa, 525-7 
New Zealand DivisioA of Eoyal 
Navy, 147, 148, 441 
Nm Zmlamd, H.M.S., 146 n. 1, 148 
Nicobar and Andaman Islands, 666 
Nigeria, Crown Colony and Protec- 
torate, 212, 213, 215, 465, 473, 603, 
504 

Nightingale Island, 490 
Niue, Cook Islands, 223 n. I 
Nobility, in Malta, 463 
Nominated Upper Houses in Domin- 
ions, relations to Lower* Houses, 
408, 409 

Nominee members of Legislative 
Councils in Crown Colonies and 
Protectorates, 473, 474, 478, 479 
Non-Europeans, restrictions on dif- 
ferential legislation as to, in Crown 
Colonies and Protectorates, 474; 
in Southern Rhodesia, 457; fran- 
chise denied to, in certain.cases, 
400, 402, 458 n.l 

No person should act as judge in his 
own case, xiv, 300 

Norfolk Island, administered by 
Commonwealth of Australia, 222, 
430, 431 

Normandy, law of, in Channel 
Islands, 371 

North American Indians, position of, 
219-21, 418 

Northcote, Sir Stafford, 349 
Northern Ireland, 20, 334, 363-8; 
law of, 362; recommendations for 
honours, 73; reference of constitu- 
tional issues to Privy Council, 60; 
gelation to Free State, 365, 366, 
382, 383 

Northern Rhodesia, Protectorate, 22, 
456, 457, 458, 4^i9, 460, 504 
Northern Territories of the Gold 
Coast, Protectorate, 23, 466, 606 
Northern Territory of Australia, 220, 
429 

North-West Frontier Province, 
India, 562, 564, 698 
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North-West rebellion, iigi Canada, 143 
Nort^-West Territories of Canada, 
24, 401 % 

Novar, Lord, sm Munro-Ferguson 
Nova Scotia, Canadian Province, 24, 
385, 401, 405, 417; law of, 11 
Nyasaland, Protectorate, 22, 465, 504 


Oath of fidelity, in Irish Free State, 
376 n. 1 

Qcean Island, 490 

Offences, committed overseas, pun- 
ishable in England, 35, 36 
Officers of State, Ceylon, 460, 461 
Official arbitrators, on compensation 
for land acquisition (1919), 361 
Official Secrets Acts, 1911”20, 35, 36 
Officials, legal liability of public, 27, 
235, 245; responsibility of, 27, 28, 
29 

Ontaritsi, Canadian Province, '24, 386, 
^86, 401, 405, 417 w. 1, 421, 428 
Optional Clause of Statute of Per- 
manent Court of International Jus- 
tice, 96, 169, 170, 294 
Orange Free State, Province of Union 
of South Africa, 25, 387, 403, 435; I 
British Indians in, 204; law of, 12, 
479; natives of, 225, 227, 228, 230, 
233 

Order of British Empire, 71 
Order of Merit, relation of Crown to. 

Orders in Council, Imperial legisla- ” 
tion by: (1) prerogative orders for 
conquered or ceded Colonies, 15, 
16, 21, 22, 23, 295, 467, 468; (2) 
statutory orders, 16, 293; for India, 
580, 604 

as authority for documents 

of royal pleasure, 270, 271 

for Executive business, 295 

Ordinances, in Burma, 603; in 
Crown Colonies and Protectorates, 
474, 502; in India, 662, 566; in 
Nauru, 532; in New Guinea, 624; 
in provinces of South Africa, 434, 
435; in South-West Africa, 529; 
in Samoa, 526; in Territories ^f 
Australia, 429, 430 
Ordonnances, in Guernsey, 370 
Oriental immigr^ion into Domin- 
ions, 195-207, 612 
Orissa, Indian Province, 563 
Ottawa Branch of Eoyal Mint, 79 
Ottawa Conference, 1894, 125 

1932, 130, 188, 189 

Ottoman law, in Palestine, 637 1; 


in Cyprus, 488; in Trans- Jordan, 
540 

Oudh, 645; annexation of, 583; ^ee 
United Provinces 

Oversea Mechanical Transport Coun- 
cil, 193 

Overseas Defence Committee, 145 
Overseas Trade Department, 82, 1 10, 
284, 285 

Pacific, Western, High Commissioner 
for (Governor of Fiji), 490, 505, 513 
Pacific Cable Board, 187, 188 
Pacific Halibut Fisheries Treaty, 
1923, 93, 129, 165 

Pacific Ocean, Washington Treaty 
regarding possessions in, 162 
Pacific Phosphate Co., sells rights in 
Nauru, 532 

Pahang, Protected State, 509, 610 
Palestine, mandated territory, 23, 
534, 636-9; air force in, 353; Cur^ 
rency Board for, 194; military 
force in, 352 

Palmerston, Lord, 107 n, 2, 354 n. 3 
Panth Piploda, India, 566 
Paper duties, controversy on 1860- 
1861, over, 326, 327 
Papua, territory of Commonwealth 
of Australia, 24, 430, 431, 463, 465 
Paramouutcy, in Indm, 654, 689, 590 
Pardon, see Mercy; warrant for, 271 
Paris Treaty, for renunciation of war, 
1928, 170 

ParHament, United Kingdom, annual^ 
sessions, 312; control of adminis-* 
tration, 277, 278, 302, 315, 316, 
332; control of Church of IS^gland, 
252, 253; control of treaties, HS- 
US; Crownin, 311-15; duration of, 
266, 325, 326; functions and pro- 
cedure, 315-31; proposals of re- 
form, 331-40; relation to India, 
662, 581 

— of Burma, 602-4 

— of Canada, 409 

— of Commonwealth of Australia, 
410, 411 

— of Dominions, Lower Houses, 400- 
405; Upper Houses, 405-7 

— of India, 657-61, 664-6 

— ‘ of Irish Free State, 376, 377 

— of Northern Ireland, 364-8 

— of Union of South Africa, 414; 
functions and procedure, 408-15 

Parliament Act, 1911, 266, 325, 326 
327, 328; copied in Newfoundland 
409 

Birliamentary Committees, Unitec 
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Kingdom, 324; see Committee of 
Ways and Means, Public Accounts 
Committee 

Parliamentary counsel, 286 
Parliamentary Secretaries, 287 
Parliamentary Secretary, to the 
Treasury, 282, 283; to the Admir- 
alty, 284 

Party control, over choice of Prime 
Minister, 274; over members of 
Commons, 278 

Party funds, honours and, 71, 72; 

management of, 322 
Party organisation, in Dominions, 
398, 399; in United Kingdom, 318- 
321 

Party system, preference for two-, 
336, 337 

Pass laws, in South Africa, 230; in 
South-West Africa, 628 
Passfield, Lord, 210, 287 n. 1 
Patents, proposal for Imperial, 183 
Patronage Secretary to First Lord of 
Treasury, now styled Parliamen- 
tary Secretary, 71 

Paymaster-General, United King- 
dom, 271, 341 n. 1 
Payment of members of Parliament, 
322; in Dominions, 403, 404; effect 
on politics, 280 

Peace, prerogative of making, 14, 
293; not granted to Governor, 389 
Peace Commission Treaty, 1914, 
with United States, 168 
Peace Conference, Dominions and, 
102, 154, 155 

Peace Treaties of 1919, effect on 
Em^jwe, 88, 89, 166 
Peerages, creation of, 309, 310; dis- 
abmties of, 304 

Peer^s, in own right, ineligible for 
House of Lords, 310 w. 1 
Peers, creation of, 14, 309, 310, 325; 

trial of, 360, 361; eligible for Par- 
' liament of Northern Ireland, 367; 

posts in ministry, 286, 287 
.Penal code of India, 488, 519, 534, 
601 

Penang, part of Straits Settlements, 
21 

Perak, Protected State, 509, 510; 

cession of Dindings to, 1934, ix, 118 
P^rim, 489 

f Perjury, committed overseas, pun- 
ishable in England, 36 
Perils, Protected State, 510, 511 
Permanent Court of International 
Justice, 105, 120, 523; Statute of, 
99, 169, 170, 294 


Permanent Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, 70, 356 

Persia (Iran), British relations with, 
492, 493, 494, 495 

Persian Gulf, British interests in, 
494, 495 

Petition of Right, 245 
Phoenix Islands, 490 
Pirate Coast, trucial chiefs, 494 
Pirow, Mr, on Imperial defence, 608, 
609 

Pitcairn Island, 430, 490 
Pitt, Rt. Hon. W., reckless finance 
of, 349 

Police, in India, safeguarded, 564 
Police Act, 1919, 290 n, 2 
Political affairs, Imperial co-opera- 
tion in, 134-42, 157-72 
Political honours, 71, 72 
Poor relief, not disqualification for 
franchise in United Kingdom, 304 
Portugal, British relations wi#i, 131, 
163; law of, in Bombay, 5^; 
Union of South Africa and, 112, 
113, 131 

Postal contracts, Indian sailors not 
to be employed on ships under 
Australian, 197 

Postmaster-General, United King- 
dom, 280, 283; Assistant, 283; acts 
as jndge in own case, xiv 
Post office, revenue, 340, 341 
Preferences in trade, inter-Dominion, 
189, 190 ^ 

Preferential voting, in Dominions, 
402 

Prerogative of Crown, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
291, 292, 293, 294; delegation of, 
to Governor, 389, 480; external 
prerogatives delegated in Union, 
vii, 96, 97; in respect of grant of 
honours, 69-77, 294; of legislation 
for ceded and conquered Colonies, 
12, 16, 16, 21, 22, 23, 296, 467, 468; 
of mercy, 66-9, 366, 389, 424; of 
Church matters, 251; overseas, 12, 
13; power of Dominion Parlia- 
ments over, V 

Presidencies of the Leeward Islands, 
^1, 476, 477 

President of Boar<Tof Education, 285 
President of Board of Trade, 285 
President of Counoi}, me Lord Presi- 
dent 

President of Executive Council of 
Irish Free State, 379 
President of Probate, Divorce and 
Admiralty Division, High Court, 
281 n, 1, 358 
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Prime Minister, positioi:|of, ix, 70, 273, 
274-7, 318; in direct relations with 
DOTninion Prime Ministers since 
1918, 79, 157; relation to Imperial 
Defence Committee, 356, 357; 
selected from House of Commons, 

7. 8, 276; selects certain judges, 
281 n. 1; in Dominions, 397, 398 
Prince Arthur of Connaught, 
Governor- General of Union of 
South Africa, 398 

!^rince Edward Island, Canadian 
Province, 24, 385, 401, 402, 405, 
422 

Prince of Wales, eldest son of King, 
264 

Princess Sophia, 263 
Priority of Crown debts, limited by 
local law, 13 

Private and local Bills in House of 
Commons, 331 

Private Legislation Procedure (Scot- 
“^and) Acts, 1899 and 1933, 331 
Private members, control of Govern- 
ment^over, ix, x, 322 
Private members^ Bills in House of 
Commons, 322, 323 
Privileges of House of Commons, 
306, 307; of House of Lords, 310, 
311; in Dominions, 404; in India, 
559; in Northern Ireland, 367 
Privy Council and Cabinet, 272-9; 
in Dominions, 397; ^ee Orders in 
CoTijncil 

for Northern Ireland, Exeou-'* 

tive Committee of, 366 
— — of Canada, 397 

of Jamaica, 479 

Prize jurisdiction, in Dominions, 448 
l^rize law, can be regulated by 
Dominions, 448 w. 2; not by India, 
576 

Probate, Divorce and Admiralty 
Division of High Court of Justice, 
England, 358 

Procedure in Parliament, in United 
Kingdom, 322-31; in Dominions, 
408-15; in India, 560, 561 
Proclamation of Emergency, 294, 295 
Proclamations, 270, 295 ^ 9 

Prohibition, CourtS can issue writs of, 
54, 249, 250, 252 n. 2, 253 
Prolongation of jjfe of Parliament, in 
United Kingdom during war, 312; 
in New Zealand, 392; constitu- 
tional difficulties of position of 
Governor as to, 392 
Property, security of, 241 
Proportional representation, in 


United Kingdom, 305, 335-7; in 
Northern Ireland, 367; in Irish. 
Free State, 376, 377; in Canada, 
401; in Tasmania, 402; in Union of 
South Africa, 407, 432 
Prorogation of Parliament, 312, 404, 
559 

Protected States, 24, 508-20; ^ee ako 
Indian States 

Protection, territories under His 
Majesty’s, 18, 497-507, 508-14, 
519, 520 

Protectorates, 23, 24; administration 
of, 501, 502; constitutions of, 503- 
507; constituent powers denied to, 
475 n, 2; international position of, 
497, 498, 500; Imperial legislation 
for, 501; in comparison with 
Colonies, 463-6 

Protestant, King must be a, 263; 
minority in Canada, educational 
rights of, 421 

Provinces of Canada, 416, 417-23; 
are represented in Federal Cabinet 
7; list of, 24; powers to alter con- 
stitutions, 44, 45; to legislate con- 
trary to Imperial legislation, 36 

— of India, executive government of, 
562-4; legislatures of, 564-6; rela- 
tion to federation, as to administra- 
tion, 573; as to finance, 573-7; as 
to legislation, 566-72 

— of Union, of South Africa, Govern- 
ment of, relation to union, 47, 
416, 432-5 

Provincial Councils and Commdtteesr 
Union of South Africa, 403, 416, 
432-4 — 

Provincial Ordinances, Union of 
South Africa, 434, 435 
Provisional Order Confirmation Bills, 
House of Commons, 331 
Proxy voting, in Queensland, 53 n. 1 
Public Accounts Committee, House 
of Commons, 344, 346; in India, 
550 

Public Service Commissions, 
Burma, 604; in Ceylon, 461; 
Dominions, 399, 400; in India, 579 
Public Works, control over execution 
of, in Australia, 415 
Public Works Loan Board, 350 n. 2 
Public Worship Act, 1874, 253 
Punjab, Indian Province, 546, 562 
Punjab States, jurisdiction in, 690 


Quartermaster-General, in Arm;; 
Council, 355; in India, 594 
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Quarter-Sessions, Court of, England, 
358, 359 

Quebec, Canadian Province, 24, 386, 
386, 405, 422, 428; cession of, 12; 
Church of, 258; law of, 12, 13, 449; 
objects to constitutional change, 
45 

Quebec Act, 1774, 384 
Queensland, State of, 24, 402, 403, 
447; confiscatory legislation of, 52, 
66; Legislative Council abolished, 
52, 53, 395, 400, 408; position of 
Indians in, 197; proposal to annex 
New Guinea, 136 

Eacial discrimination, in trials in 
India, 601; in trade, 571, 572; 
policy of Imperial Government as 
to, 51, 202, 203, 225, 457, 475 
Eailway and Canal Commissioners, 
361, 456 

Kailway Authority, in India, 576, 
577; in Burma, 604 
Eailway Bates Tribunal, 361 
Eailways Act, 1921, 457; principles 
applied in Southern Ehodesia, 456, 
467 

Eaine Island, 490 
Eajput States, 590 
Eatification of treaties, 92, 93, 94, 
113-16, 167, 168 

Beading, Lord, on paramountcy in 
India, 654, 590 

Eeciprocity in trade relations be- 
tween India and United Kingdom, 
671, 672; and Burma, 604 
Eeciprocity Treaty of 1864, Canada 
anch^nited States, 123; later rela- 
tions, 129, 133, 134 
Eecorders, in boroughs, 359 
Bed Ensign, national maritime flag, 
77 

Eedistribution of seats, in Dominion 
constitutions, 401, 402, 403 
Bed Eiver Eebellion in Canada, 143 
Beduction of judicial salaries, 65 n. 1 
Be-election of Ministers, 265; not 
now normally necessary, 305, 367 
Be-election of Ministers Act, 1919, 
305 Ti-. 1; 1926, 306 n, 1 
Beferendum, use of, 38, 338, 339, 
409 1, 419 n, 1, 422, 429; in 

Commonwealth constitution, 45, 
410; in Irish Eree State, 48, 378; on 
conscription in Australia, 161 
Begency, .263 

Begistered shipping, colonial control 
- 0:^32,38 

Eegistration of electors, 304 


Begistration #f treaties with League 
of Nations,' 95 # 

Kegulating Act, 1773, North’s, '600 
Begulations, statutory, 10, 16, 296 
Beid, Sir G., 146 

Belations between Houses of Parlia- 
ment, in Burma, 603, 604; iii 
Dominions, 408-14; in India, 559, 
560, 561; in Irish Free State, 376, 
377; in Malta, 452; in^Northern 
Ireland, 367, 368; in Southern 
Bhodesia, 458; in United King- 
dom, 324-9 

Belations of central ancf provincial 
(State) governments, in Canada, 
417-23; in Commpnwealth of 
Australia, 423-9; in India, 566-70; 
in Leeward Islands, 476; in Union 
of South Africa, 433, 434 
Beligion, constitutional rules as to, 
in Irish Free State, 376; in Malta, 
461; in mandated territories, 623; 
in Northern Ireland, 367 ^ 

Bemedies against the Crown, 245-60 
Bemoval from office of judges, 55, 
446-8, 577, 678, 579; in Irish Ere© 
State, 381 

Bemoval of colonial prisoners, 31 
Benunciation of Imperial legislative 
supremacy, 34, 35 
Beparations, 163, 164 
Bepresentation of Natives Bill, 
Union of South Africa, 230 n, 1 
Bepresentation of the People^ Act, 
^ 1918, 303, 320; extended in 1928, 
303 

Bepresentative legislatures, con- 
stituent powers of, 16, 43, 44, 46, 
475 

Bepubhcan status abandoned as 
ideal for Union of South Africa, 33, 
608; desired in Irish Free State, 
607 

Bepugnancy, of colonial legislation, 
30, 31; in Dominions, doctrine of, 
abrogated by Statute of Westmin- 
ster, 1931, 36; in India, limited 
doctrine of, 571; in South-West 
Africa, 529 

Btpervation of Bills, for considera- 
tion of Imperil Government, in 
- Crown Colonies and Protectorates, 
50, 474; in Domiftions, 49, 50, 51, 
52, 53, 395; in India, 560, 565; in 
Irish Free State, 379; in Malta, 
451; in Northern Ireland, 367; in 
Southern Bhodesia, 466; in States 
of Australia, 50, 52, 63, 305, 395; 
in South-West Africa, 529 
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Reservation of Rrovi^cial Bills, in 
C^ada, 417; in Union of South 
Airica, 434 

Reserve Bank, India, 575 
Reserved subjects, in Indian consti- 
tution of 1919, 548-51; of 1935, 
559; in Malta, 450, 451 
Resident Commissioner, Cook 
Islands, 224 

■ResidentTMinisters, of Dominions, in 
London, 141, 161, 612 
Residents, “^Or Advisers, British, in 
India, 532, 590, 591; in Malay 
States, 509, 510, 511 
Resignation of Ministers, x, 317, 318 
Responsibility of Ministers, 26-30, 
265-9; of officials, 27, 28 
Responsible government in Domin- 
ions, 4, 5, 384, 385, 387, 388; in 
India, 550, 551, 556, 557, 563, 664 
Restoration of Order in Ireland Act, 
^1920, 238 

Reza Khan Pahlavi, Sultan of Iran, 
495 ^ 

Rhodes, Cecil, doctrine of equal 
rights for civilised men, 229 
Rhondda, Viscountess, case of, 
310 n. 1 

Rights of the subject, basis of, 9, 10, 
234-6, 388 

— of subjects and foreigners in man- 
dated territories, 622 
Rigidity of Colonial and Dominion 
co»stitutions, 44-8 ^ 

Riotous Assemblies (Amendment) 
Act, 1930, Union of South Africa, 
232, 234 

Ripon, Marquis of. Secretary of 
State for the Coldhies, 123, 124, 
128, 129 

Road Bund, 348 
Road Traffic Acts, 299 
Roman Catholic, King may not be a, 
263 

Roman Catholic Church in Quebec, 
258; in Malta, 240; denominational 
privileges in Canada, 421 
Roman Dutch law in Empire, 12, 
242, 449, 487, 527 

Rosebery, Earl gf, Prime MiniiAer 
(1894-5), 267, 317 

Ross Dependency, New Zealand, 24, 
432 

Ross rifle, defects of, 150 
Round Table Conference on India, 
653, 564; on Burma, 602 
Round Table group, advocates Im- 
perial federation, 156 
Royal Australian Navy, 439, 440, 610 


Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 173 
Royal Commissions, 316; on Hon- 
ours, 69-72, 316; on Australian 
Constitution, 429 

Royal Courts, in Channel Islands, 
369, 370 

Royal Executive Functions and 
Seals Act, 1924, Union of South 
Africa, vii, 98, 272 
Royal Panaily, 25 

Royal Instructions to G-overnor, as 
source of responsible government, 
385; revised in 1878 as to pardon, 
67, 68; in Crown Colonies and Pro- 
tectorates, 480, 481; in India, 581; 
in Northern Ireland, 366; form of, 
272 n, 1 

Royal Military College, Sydney, 440 
Royal Mint, branches in Dominions, 
79 n. 

Royal Naval Reserve, 353 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, 353, 
443, 445 

Royal Navy, see Naval Forces 
Royal Order for issues, 271 
Royal Victorian Order, 69, 70 
Rule of law, 234-6; recent attacks on, 
613, 614 

Rules, statutory, 10, 16, 296-8 
Rules Publication Act, 1893, 298 
Russell, Lord John, on responsible 
government, 4; supervises Lord 
Palmerston, 107 2 

Russia (U.S.S.B.)^ British relations 
with, as regards sphere of influence 
of, 495 


SackviUe "West, Sir E??, 124 
Sailor, legal position of a, 353, 354 
St. Christopher, see St. Kitts 
St. Helena, Crown Colony, 22, 468, 
473 

St. Kitts-Nevis, Leeward Islands 
Presidency, 21, 467, 473 6, 476 

St. Lucia, Windward Islands, 21, 
468, 473, 477, 478; law of, 12, 487 
St. Michael and St. George, Order of, 
69 

St. Patrick, Order of, 70 
St. Vincent, Windward Islands, 21, 
473, 475, 477, 478; surrender of 
constitution approved by Imperial 
Act, 41, 467 

Salisbury, Marquess of, proposes re- 
form of Lords, 328 n. 1 
Salt Tax, federal, in India, 574 ^ 

Salween district, Burma, Governor’s 
• responsibility for, 605 
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Samoa, German control of, 136; 

mandated territory, 24, 522, 626-7 
Samuel, Sir Herbert, criticises dura- 
tion of Ottawa agreements, 189 
Sanads of adoption, in India, 584 
Sapru, Sir Tej Babadur, controversy 
with General Smuts, 205 
Sarawak, Protected State, 23, 191, 
511, 612 

Sark, Channel Islands, 20, 371 
Saskatchewan, Canadian Province, 
24, 386, 401, 405, 421, 422 
Scotland, 20, 245, 256, 256; legisla- 
tion for, 324 n, 1, 331; self-govern- 
ment for, 334 

Scottish law, 362; liability of Crown 
in, 245 

Scottish law officers, 289 
Scottish Office, see Secretary of State 
for Scotland 
Scottish peers, 310, 311 
Sea Lords of Admiralty, 284 
Seals of Irish Free State, 80, 111, 608; 
of Union of South Africa, 80, 111, 
272, 608; of United Kingdom, 269. 
270, 271; of CanMa, 608 
Secession, Boniinion claim to right 
of, ix, 41-3; not allowed to Indian 
States, 662; of Western Australia 
from Commonwealth, 46 
Secrecy of Cabinet proceedings, 274, 
276 

Secretary of State for Air, 280, 281, 
356 

^ for the Colonies, 16, 21, 22, 

31, 70, 125, 280, 281, 356, 463 n. 1, 
470, 480, 481, 482 

Dominion Affairs, 79, 

80, 83, 280, 281, 356 

— ^ -for Foreign Affairs, 70, 80, 

83, 93, 107, 108, 110, 111, 280, 281, 
356; aided by Mr Eden, ix 

— for Home Affairs, xv, 67, 

280, 281, 361, 368, 369, 372, 373 

n. 2 

for India, 70, 280, 281, 356, 

549, 650, 557, 576, 579, 580, 593, 
601 

— - — for Scotland, 280, 281 . 

-V for War, 280, 281, 355, 368, 

483, 484 

Seddon, Bt. Hon. Bichard, Prime 
^Minister of New' Zealand, 136, 398 
Segregation of Indians, propos^ in 
Kenya, 20$; in Union of South 
Africa, 204 ’ 

Selangor, Protected State, 509, 510 
Self-governing Colonies, 20, 29, 450- 
462; Governors of, 27, 28, 29 • 


Senate, in f8urma, 602, 603; in 
Canada, 405, 409; in Con^% on- 
wealth of Australia, 405, 406^410, 
411; failure of both to assert State 
rights, 428; in Irish Free State, 
376, 377; in Malta, 452; in Northern 
Ireland, 367; in Union of South 
Africa, 225, 407 

Seneschal, of Irish Free State, 379 
Sepoy rebellion, 1857-8, 5 ^ 
Septennial Act, 1716, 312 
Sergeant-at-Arms, HouSe of Coi»- 
mons, 306 

Settled Colonies, law applicable to, 
11; power of Crown to create con- 
stitution for, 15, 466, 467 
Sex Disqualification (Bemoval) Act, 
1919, 310 

Seychelles, Crown Colony, 21, 468, 
473; law of, 12, 488 
Sheriff, jurisdiction of, Scotland, 359 
Shipping, see Merchant Shipj^g ^ 
Shrewsbury, Lord, Lord High 
Treasurer, in 1714, 273 ^ 

Siam, British jurisdiction in, 492; 
independence of, 495; surrenders 
suzerainty over Malay States in 
1909, 510, 511 

Sierra Leone, Crown Colony, 21, 211, 
468; Protectorate, 22, 209 n, 1, 
464, 504 

Sign-manual warrants, 270, 271 
Signature of treaties, 91, 93, 107-15, 
^ 123-30, 165-7 
Sipet, 271, 608 

Sikhs, special representation of, 550, 
658, 564 

Silver coinage, British, withdrawn 
from Dominions, 79 n. 

Simon, Lady, on domestic slavery, 
209 n. 1 

Simon, Sir John, Commission on 
Indian Constitution, 550, 552 n. 1, 
553, 601 n. 1 

Simonstown, defence by Union of 
South Africa at, 98, 441, 442 
Sind, Indian Province, 563, 598 
Singapore, naval base, 176, 177, 485, 
610; part of Straits Settlements, 
#1; air force at, ^3 
Sinking fund, 349, 350 
Six-Nation Indians of Canada, 220 
Slave trade, forbide^n in mandated 
territories, 522, 523; illegal in 
British territory, 464 
Slave Trade Acts, 1824 and 1843, 464 
Slavery, domestic, in Protectorates, 
209 n. 1, 464; in Nepal, 591 
Slavery Abolition Act, 1833, 464 
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Smuts, Bt. Hon. Jm C., Prime 
Miaister of Union of south Africa 
(19|9-24), 42, 64, 205, 206, 531 
Social Democratic Federation, 320 
Sokotra, British protection over, 496 
Soldier, legal position of a, 353, 354 
Solicitor-General, in England, 286, 
312; in Scotland, 286 
Solomon Islands Protectorate, 22, 
217, 46&, 504, 505 
Somaliland Camel Corps, 485 
Somaliland J?rotectorate, 23, 465, 505 
Somerset, Duke of, action of, in 
1714, 273? 

Sources of colonial constitution, 466- 
469; of Dominion constitutions, 
385-8, 475; of Indian constitution, 
544-55; of Protectorate constitu- 
tions, 497-500, 508 
South Africa Act, 1909, 41, 43, 58, 
226, 387, 416, 527 

South Africa Act Amendment Act, 
^34, 47 

South African Division B.N.V.R., 443 
South A*ican Military College, 443 
South African Native College, 229 
South African republic, annexation 
of, as affecting nationality, 117?^, 1, 
122 n. I 

South African War, colonial aid in, 
143, 144 

South Australia, State of, 24, 386, 
393, 396, 402, 403, 406, 411, 412, 
447 ^ 

Southern Rhodesia, annexed, 295; 
responsible government Colony, 
20, ^ 3 . 9 , 463, 611; Roman Dutch 
law, 12, 449, 460; Union of South 
Africa and, 190, 436>>* 

South-West Africa, German occupa- 
tion, 135, 136; mandated territory, 
25, 442, 527-31; law of, 449, 527; 
Union conquest of, 152 
Sovereignty, of Dominions, 17, 34, 
86-106; in mandated territories, 
530; in India, 554, 588 
Spain, British relations with, 124, 
495; Canada and, 124, 127; relation 
to Gibraltar, 99 

Spanish law in Trinidad, 12, 488 
Speaker of House Bf Commons, 306, 
307; certifies Money Bills, 327, 328; 
opposition to jjp-election to Com- 
mons, X, XX 

Special Commissioners of Income 
Tax, 361 

Speyer, Sir E., eligible for Privy 
Gouncil, 279; removed from, 279 
Spheres of infiuence, 495, 496 


Sprattley Island, 490 
Srinivasa Sastri, visits Dominions, 
201, 203 

Staff of Government, Isle of Kan, 373 
Standing Committees, House of 
Commons, 324 
Star of India, Order of, 69 
Starhuck Island, 490 
State necessity, plea of, 245 
State-owned vessels, exemption from 
liability of, 186 

States of Australia, see Australian 
States 

— of Guernsey, 370, 371 

— of Jersey, 369, 370 

Status of the Dominions, see 
Dominions 

— of the Union Act, 1934, Union of 
South Africa, vii, 17, 34, 98 

Statute law, 10; limitation of pre- 
rogative by, V, 14, 15 
Statute of Westminster, 1931, 4, 17, 
18, 34, 63, 64, 104 n. 1, 294, 
448 n. 2, 610; Preamble, 42 
s. 2, V, 36, 475 s. 6, 49, 448 

s. 3, V, 40 s. 7, 49 

s. 4, 34-6 s. 8, 49 

s. 5, 49 s. 9, 49 

Stipendiary magistrates, in England, 
359 

Straits Settlements, Crown Colony, 
21, 218, 468, 473, 486, 611; garri- 
son of, 485 

Strikes as means of imposing political 
views, 290, 333, 613 
Subsidies, to Canadian Provinces,^ 
422; to Union Provinces, 435; to 
States of Australia, 434 
Sudan, constitutional position of 
Anglo -Egyptian, 23, 517, 518; 
British force in, 352, 518 
Sugar industry, Australia, exclusion 
of Orientals from, 197 
Sultan of Malay States, 509, 510; of 
Zanzibar, 519, 520 
Sungei Ujong, Malay State, 509 
Summoning of legislature, preroga- 
tive of, 14, 404; sanction to secure 
regular, 8 

Supply services, 342 
Supreme Court of Judicature, in 
Crown Colonies and Protectorates, 
486, 487, 502; in Dominions, 445-8; 
in India, 577, 578, 600; in Irish 
Free State, 380; in Northern Ire- 
land, 360; in Union of South Africa, 
458 , ^ ^ 

Supreme power of Imperial legisIa-“ 
•fcion, 30-33; in Channel Islands, 
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370; partial renunciation of, as 
regards Dominions, 34-6 
Surrender of colonial constitution, 
requires Imperial Parliament’s 
approval, 40, 41, 467 
Suspending clause in Acts, 49 
Suspension of constitutions, in 
Cyprus, 21, 22, 473; in India, 562, 
566; in Malta, 20, 453; in New- 
foundland, 16 w. 1, 19; Parliament- 
ary action requisite for, 40 
Swaraj movement in India, 553 
Swaziland Protectorate, 23, 209, 219, 
435, 436, 465, 506, 507; law of, 449; 
transfer to Union, vii, viii 
Sweden, Union of South Africa and, 
112 

Synod of Church of Scotland, 255 

Tanganyika Territory, 23, 533, 534 
Tangier, British relations to, 495 
Tarifi Boards, in Dominions, 188, 189 
Tasmania, State of, 24, 396, 406, 413, 
447; illegal assent to Bills in, 394, 
395 

Taxation, limited powers of Canadian 
Provinces as to, 421; of Common- 
wealth, 425; of Union, 435 
Tenure of judicial office, 55, 446-8, 
577, 578, 579; and see. Judge; of 
servants of Crown, 289, 290 
Territorial Army, 353; in New 
Zealand, 441 

Territorial limitation on Colonial 
legislation, 31, 38-40, 41, 56, 475; 
not on certain Dominions, 39, 40 
Thistle, Order of the, 70 
Thc^wiw^ J, H., 332 
Tibet, relations with India and China, 
496 

Time limits to speeches, 404 
Tithe Act, 1925, 254 
Tithes, payable to Queen Anne’s 
Bounty, 254 

Tobago, now part of Trinidad, 468, 
469 

Togoland, mandated territory, 23, 
533 

Tomlin, Lord, on jury as safeguard 
. for liberty, 238 n. 1 
Tonga, Protected State, 23, 513 
Torts, liability for governmental, 9, 
245, 246 

Trade, reservation of certain Bills as 
to, 50 

Trade Commissioners of Dominions, 
mutual aid of, 185, 186 
ftrade Disputes and Trade Unions 
Act, 1927, 290 


Trade Unicps, attempt to dictate 
policy, 333, 613 ^ 

Transferred and reserved silfDjects 
in Indian constitution of 1919, in 
provinces, 548, 549; now only in 
federal administration, 556 
Trans- Jordan Frontier Force, 540 
Trans-Jordan, mandated territory, 
24, 539, 540; "air force in, 353 
Transkeian Territories, #Cape of 
Good Hope, 227, 228 
Transvaal, Province o4 Union /)f 
South Africa, 24, 387*, 410 n. 1, 
435; British Indians in, 198, 203; 
law of, 12, 449; natives of, 225, 
227, 228, 229, 230, 233 
Transvaal Asiatics (Land and Trad- 
ing) Act, 1919, Union of South 
Africa, 203 

Travancore, Indian State, 586, 588 
Treason, law of, 264; if committed 
overseas, punishable in lingland, 
36 ^ 

Treason-felony, 264 
Treasury, United Kingdom, 1S82, 283, 
342, 343, 361 

Treaties, do not normally apply to 
parts of Empire inter se, 96; 
negotiation and ratification of, 91, 
92, 93, 94, 107-15, 123-34, 165-8; 
Imperial control of Colonies as to, 
52, 125, 126 

of Washington, 1921-2, 91, 92, 
162, 163, 439, 495 . 

Treaty of London, 1930, 170 
— , prerogative not delegated as a 
rule to Governor, 389; ST?®ested 
delegation, 125 

— of Versaill#f&, 1919, viii, 18, 88, 89, 
106 

— of Washington, 1871, 124, 135 

— rights, legislation affecting, 50; in 
Canada, 418-20; in India, 567, 570; 
in Malta, 451; 

— with Iraq, 541, 542 

— with Irish Free State, 1921, v-vii, 
19, 42, 43, 94, 95, 99, 178, 374, 
375, 377, 378, 382, 383, 445 

Trengganu, Protected State, 510, 511 
T||ial of offences committed outside 
Colonies thereiH, 31, 448 
Tribunals of Inquiry, United King- 
dom, 316 ^ 

Trinidad and Tobago, Crown Colony, 
21, 468, 469; law in, 12, 488 
Trustee securities, position as to 
governmental stocks as, 53; in 
India, 574 

Tshekedi Khama, 500, 506 n, 2 
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Tupper, Rt. Hon. Sir (iiarles, High 
Commissioner for Canada, 124, 
12*127 

Turkef, British relations with, 160, 
492; Dominions amd, 150, 160, 161; 
Indian interest ini 154, 155, 160 
Turkey, ex-Sultan^ of, Nizam of 
Hyderabad marries daughter of, 

Turkish tew, applicable in Cyprus, 
488; in Palestine, 537 n. 1 
T«irks and'Xiaicos Islands, depend- 
ency of J.amaica, 479 1 


Uganda Protectorate, 22, 465, 504 
Ultra vires ^ doctrine of, 16, 53, 56 
Unanimity of Cabinet, 274 
Under-Secretaries of State, ix, 287 
Unemployment Act, 1934, 348 
Union Islands, under New Zealand, 

432 

Union Jack, as national flag, 77, 78 
Union Nationality and Plags Act, 
1927, 79 2, 122 n. 1 

Union of South Africa, as Dominion, 
15, 25; appeals to Privy Council, 
49, 58, 59; Church of England, 257, 
258; constitutional changes, 46, 47; 
courts, 448; created by Imperial 
Act, 41; defence, 174, 178, 441-3; 
flag, 79; foreign affairs, 84, 98, 
99, 111, 112, 113, 130; Covernor- 
Ge»eral, 49, 68, 226, 388, 434, 435;^ 
House of Assembly, 403; labour' 
troubles, 613; law, 448, 449; 
miwifcers and Cabinet, 397, 398; 
ministers at foreign courts, 111, 
112; nationality, ifS^native affairs, 
224-33; no disallowance of Acts, 6, 
42; no reservation of Bills, 49; 
Oriental immigration, 198-207; 
preferential trade, 189, 190; pre- 
rogative of mercy, 68; rebellion 
in 1914, 151, 152; relations to 
Empire, 606-10; to Japan, 159; to 
League of Nations, 100-106; rela- 
tions of two Houses, 414; respon- 
sible government, 9, 10; right of 
neutrality, vii, 99; of secessi«i, 
vii, 41-43; Senate, 407; supreme 
legislative power, 34; war services, 
161, 152; and sm South-West Affica 
United Free Church of Scotland, 256 
United Kingdom, 20, 376 1 

United Presbyterian Church of Scot- 
land, 256 

IWiited Provinces of Agra and Oudh, 
545, 562, 564 


United South African Nationalist 
Party, 399, 608 

United States of America, British 
relations with, 86, 91-4; Canada 
and, 123, 124, 131, 133, 134; 
Dominion representation in, 89-91, 
94-6, 111; Newfoundland and, 124, 
131, 134, 136, 137 

Unity of the Empire, in international 
law, 87-100, 170 

Universities, Privy Council Commit- 
tees for, 279; franchise and mem- 
bership, 304, 305; represented in 
India, 550, 565 

Upper Canada, Assembly of, views 
on Imperial legislation, 31 
Upper Houses, in Burma, 602; in 
Colonies, 470, 471; in Dominions, 
405-7, 408-14; in India, 557-61, 
564, 565; in Irish Free State, 376; 
in Malta, 452; in Northern Ireland, 
367 

U.S.S.R., see Russia 

Van Diemen’s Land, now Tasmania, 
386 

Vatican, Irish Free State and, 111 
Vice-Consuls, 109 

Viceroy, ceremonial title of Grovernor- 
General, India, 560 n. 1 
Victoria, Queen, abandons personal 
exercise of prerogative of mercy, 
67; Civil List of, 263 n. 1; Jubilee 
celebrations, 179; political activi- 
ties, 107, 267, 268, 274 m 1, 275 n. 1 
Victoria, Royal Commission of 1870? 

recommendations of, 138 
Victoria, State of, 24, 386, 

406, 411, 447 

Virgin Islands,Leeward Islands Presi- 
dency, 21, 467, 473, 476 
Visconte, of Jersey, 369 
Visiting Forces (British Common- 
wealth) Act, 1933, 36 
Vostock Island, 490 • 

Voting by ballot, 306 

Wales, Church of, 254; government 
of, 334 

Wales, Prince of, 263; visits Do- 
minions, 25 

War, Crown’s prerogative as to, 
14, 270, 293; not delegated to 
Governor-General, 97, 389; posi- 
tion in Union of Sonth Africa, 97; 
Dominion co-operation in, 149-54, 
609; obligations in case of, 

159 n. 1, 317, 611; Parliamentary 
•assent req^uired for active co- 
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operation, 378; power of colonial 
legislatures to annul legal effects of 
declaration of, 41; see Neutrality 
®‘War Book”, 145 
War Cabinet, 154, 275, 339 
War Office, see Secretary of State for 
War 

Ward, Sir Joseph, proposes Imperial 
federation, 141, 142 
Warrant by Speaker for issue of 
writs for by-election, 270 
Washington Conference, 1921-2, 91, 
92, 162, 163, 439, 495 
Washington Island, 490 
Wei-hai-wei, temporarily in British 
hands, 495 

Wellington, Duke of, on martial law, 
244 

Welsh Church Act, 1914, 326 
West Africa, problems of govem- 
, ment in, 211, 213, 215, 502-4, 508, 
610 

West African Court of Appeal, 487 
West African Currency Board, 194 
West African Frontier Force, Royal, 
485 

West Indian cable and wireless 
system, 188 

West Indian constitutional reform, 
477-80 

West Indian Court of Appeal, 469, 
486, 487 

West Indies, British Indians in, 208 
%, 1; problems of, 218, 475-80; 
former Colonies, royal audit in, 195 
"^Western Australia, State of, 24, 29, 
386, 402, 403, 406, 412, 413, 447; 

for right of secession 
refused, 46, 429 

Western Pacific High Commission, 

# 490, 505, 513; am ^ee Gilbert and 
Ellice Islands, New Hebrides, 
Solomon Islands Protectorate, 
Tonga 


Western Sa|^Loa, ^ee Samoa 
Whaling Industry (Regulations^ Act, 
1934, 37 

White ensign, u§ed by war ^/essels, 

Whitley Councilfsystem, 289 
Winchester, D*‘bcese of, incMdes 
Channel Islands, 372; seat of 
Bishop in House of Lords, 310 
Windsor, House <>L-263 ^ 
Wuidward«fisi®nS (Grenada, St. 
LuQjssr^ Vincent), 21, 477, 478; 
-Court of Appeal for, 4^ 

Winnipeg, proportional -representa- 
tion for, 401; rioting in, 613 
Wireless telegraphy. Imperial co- 
operation as regards, 186, 187, 188, 
192, 193 

Withdrawal from treaties, separate, 
for parts of Empire, 132, 133 
Witwatersrand, riots on, 613 
Witzieshoek Reserve, Orange Free 
State, government of, 228 ^ 

Women, seats for, in India, 558, 565; 
votes for,. 303, 400-407, 479; in 
Burma, 603 n. 1; in India, 565; 
refused in Quebec, 401 
Wood, Hon. E. F. L. (Lord Halifax, 
formerly Lord Irwin), report on 
West Indian constitutional re« 
forms, 477-80 

“Word”, Government gives the, 482 
Written and unwritten law, 9, 10 


Yemen, Kingdom of, 496 
Yukon, controlled by Domi^n of 
Canada, 401 and w. 2 


Zanzibar, Protected State, 23, 619, 
520 

Zionist organisation in Palestine, 538 
Zulus, 209 



